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Virginia-Withdraws
Antl M usl|m Tramer

A leading US Muslims advocacy group has praised the withdrawal of a
training program in Virginia by a notorious anti-Muslim conspiracy theorist
that sparked outcry among the US Muslim community.

“We applaud the Rappahannock Regional Criminal Justice Academy and the
Department of Criminal Justice Services for responding promptly and pro-
fessionally to community concerns about the biased and conspiratoria con-
tent of [John] Guandolo's training program,” Nihad Awad, National Execu-
tive Director of the Council on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR), said in
a statement obtained by Onislam.net on Tuesday, February 25.

“This welcome action sends the message that Virginia law enforcement
authorities will receive only fact-based, objective training that does not ster-
eotype any minority groups or faiths.”

As Culpeper county sheriff, Scott Jenkin, announced plans to host a three-
day training program on terrorism by the ant-Muslim John Guandolo, US
Muslims have vehemently denounced the decision, calling for banning the
training. The training program was planned at Germanna community col-
lege in Culpeper this week by the notorious anti-Muslim conspiracy theo-
rist, Guandolo.

Co-Organized by the Virginia's Department of Criminal Justice Services
(DCJS) and the Rappahannock Regional Criminal Justice Academy, the
training was titled “Jihadi Networksin America’.

Guandolo, the former FBI agent, has repeatedly accused of fueling anti-
Muslim sentiments for claiming that Muslims “do not have a First Amend-
ment right to do anything.”

The anti-Muslim trainer also claims that that the current CIA director has
reverted to Islam while working as the CIA station chief in Saudi Arabia
during the 1990s and visited the holy cities of Makkah and Madinah.
The decision followed calls by CAIR on Virginia's Department of Criminal
Justice Services (DCJS) to withdraw its accreditation for the training pro-
gram. A similar request was sent to the Rappahannock Regional Criminal
Justice Academy, the agency that actually approved the DCJS accreditation.
"After careful consideration and consultation with other law enforcement
agencies and academies, having firsthand knowledge of this training, the
Rappahannock Regional Criminal Justice Academy will no longer be offer-
ing Virginia Department of Criminal Justice Services in-service training
credit for the upcoming seminar,” the Rappahannock Regional Criminal
Justice Academy said in a statement on Monday.

"The Academy has apologized to those law enforcement agencies and per-
sonnel affected by this decision and will work to ensure those officers
receive the in-service training credits necessary and relevant to their posi-
tions."

Conspiracy Theories

Many Analysts have warned that more far-right groups were seizing the
opportunity in the rapidly growing new industry to disseminate Islamo-
phobic theories posing as legitimate counter-terrorism  strategy.
“Groups are still actively trying at alocal level to get their paranoid vision
of the world into law enforcement and the military,” Josh Glasstetter, cam-
paign director of the anti-extremist monitoring group the Southern Poverty
Law Center, told The Guardian.

“The danger of these programs is that they carry the official imprimatur of
the local police department, and as such are officialy sanctioned.”
The training program is not the first to inflame American Muslims' anger.
A report by the progressive think tank Political Research Associates in 2011
found that an influential sub-group of the counter-terrorism training industry
“markets conspiracy theories about secret jihadi campaigns to replace the
US constitution with shari‘ah law, and effectively impugns all of Islam”.
In 2012, America's Navy stopped using cardboard targets depicting Muslim
women wearing hijab and verses from Qur’an at a new training range for
SEALsin Virginia Beach.

A few months earlier, the New York police enraged US Muslims after using
a video screening that accused Muslims of launching a holy war on the
West. Also in July 2011, the FBI used training materials that claim Islam
“transforms [a] country’s culture into 7th-century Arabian ways’.
Earlier in 2011, CAIR and the University of California released a report
titled “ Same Hate, New Target: Islamophobia and Its Impact in the United
States 2009-2010,” which warned of growing Islamophobiain the US since
President Barack Obama was el ected.
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Food security statusin
Yemen to be discussed
in FAO Conference

SANA'A, Feb.22 (Saba)- The Food
and  Agriculture  Organization
(FAO)'s Regional Conference for
the Near East will discuss, in its 32
session to be held in the Italian cap-
ital of Rome, the food security situ-
ation in Yemen and the effects of
the crisis on livelihoods.

This came in a statement to Saba by
the FAO Resident Representative in
Yemen Salah Hajj Hassan.

Hassan added that the conference
would discuss the FAO strategy to
reduce the food wastage at the level
of North Africa and the Middle
East ,the challenges in the agricul-
tural sector ,raising the level of
awareness about supporting inter-
ventions related to livelihoods and
identifying funding requirements to
address the problems of food short-
ages and helping the populations
affected by the war as well as the
role of the FAO in responding to
crises.

The FAO Resident Representative
pointed to the importance of

Yemen's participation in the
regional conference to draw atten-
tion to the humanitarian situation in
Yemen, especially that a number of
donor countries and organizations
will partake in the conference.

Saudi Crown prince
honors BAE

Saudi Crown Prince Salman, dep-
uty premier and minister of

defense, has honored BAE Systems
for its support of the ongoing Jana-
driyah festival.

Guy Griffiths, managing director of
BAE Systems' International Group,
was quoted as saying: “| am happy
to receive this honor on behalf of
BAE Systems. We are very keen
supporters of the festival, and as a
company that is over 60 percent
Saudi, we naturally want to be part
of Saudi public activities.”

Prince Salman conferred the honor
on the company during the opening
ceremony of the Janadriyah festival
on Feb. 17. Prince Salman met with
Griffiths and Andy Carr, managing
director of BAE Systems Saud Ara-
bia. Griffiths said activities such as
the Janadriyah festival “offer us the
opportunity to showcase our prod-
ucts and services, let the public
know about our role in transferring
technology into the Kingdom and
our 50-year Saudi heritage.”

The company has developed a new
stand in this year's festival, said
Monther Tayeb, public relations
and communications director for
the firm in Saudi Arabia

“This includes exhibits from our
Saudi economic offset companies. |
hope that everyone who visits it
will learn more about our global
company and its partners in Saudi
Arabia,” Tayeb said.

Saudi female editor
hopes more women
taketop posts

RIYADH - Soumayya Jabarti, the
first female editor of a Saudi
national daily, hopes to see more
women take up top media posts in
the ultra-conservative Muslim state.
She was named at the weekend as
editor-in-chief of the Saudi Gazette,
one of the two main English-
language dailies in the Gulf king-
dom.

"The success will not be complete
unless | see my peers who are also
Saudi women in the media take
other roles where they are decision-
makers," Jabarti said in an inter-
view posted on Al-Arabiya News
website.

"There's acrack that has been made
in the glass ceiling. And I'm hoping
it will be made into a door," said
Jabarti, who served as deputy editor
since 2011.

"Being the first Saudi woman
(newspaper editor) is going to be
double the responsibility... One's
actions will reflect upon my fellow
Saudi women," she said

.Saudi Arabiaimposes a strict inter-
pretation of Islamic laws, notably a
segregation of the sexes, and does
not allow women to work or travel
without the authorisation of a male
guardian  from  her  family.
Itisaso the only country in the

world that bans women from driv-

ing.
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HisMajesty King Hamad bin Isa Al-K halifa today delivered a keynote speech mark-
ing the 13th anniversary of the National Action Charter, which fallson Februaryl4.

Manama, Feb14 (BNA) - Hereisthe full text of the Royal address.
In the name of Allah, the Most Merciful and the Most Compassionate
Peace and blessings be upon our Messenger and Prophet Muhammad and upon
his family and companions.

Dear Citizens,Peace and Allah's Mercy and Blessings Be Upon You
We are pleased to address you today on the thirteenth anniversary of the ratifica-
tion of the National Action Charter of the Kingdom of Bahrain. Thisis a beloved
occasion for al Bahrainis as it reminds us of our consensus on the national prin-
ciples and interest which are our ultimate goals, and represents our agreement on
our loyalty to our homeland, and our devotion to its defence.

We inaugurate today our National Charter Day, which enjoyed the support of an
overwhelming majority of Bahrainis. The National Action Charter led to the
modernization of the Constitution that clearly stipulates political rights for
women, two |egislative chambers sharing the power of legislation as one Council
as stated in the Fifth Chapter of the Charter. The Charter recognized the estab-
lishment of the Constitutional Court and strengthens the independence of the
judiciary and all judicial bodies, aswell as the rule of law, justice, equality, free-
dom and equal opportunities. These principles represent the most fundamental
national principles that were accepted by popular consensus, which are emanat-
ing from a set basic components that are in line with the values of Arab and
Islamic countries and which guarantee freedom of religion, foremost the religion
of the state, its form, and the system of government.

We shall exert every effort to consolidate these values and principlesin the years
ahead as they represent our life and the progress of the people of Bahrain in their
triumphant march towards a bright future.

We are committed to the comprehensive reform process that takes into account
our circumstances and conditions, our national interest, identity, and values, as
well as respecting the rights of all citizens, and the renunciation of violence, ter-
rorism and extremism in all its forms. Further, Bahrain is and will remain stead-
fast to GCC membership and supportive to the just causes of Arab countries as a
backbone of its national policies.

Honourable Citizens,

Together, we have attained many achievements and sustained our gains over
many decades. We returned parliamentary and municipal elections, secured pub-
lic freedoms, established political associations, activated civil society institu-
tions, and we completed our constitutional institutions such as the judicial
authority, the Constitutional Court, the National Audit Office, as well as the
modernization of the Executive Power, and the empowerment of women in vari-
ous sectors in which they reached the highest positions at home and abroad, par-
ticularly the unmistakable increase in representation from 4.9 % to 35.5 % of the
total workforce of in Bahrain, and the surge of female workersin the government
sector to amost 51%.

We can be proud of al these achievements, and we are fully convinced that we
have to continue the reform march we started together and bring it to its comple-
tion together. We are convinced and enthusiastic to exert every effort to achieve a
better future for our country and al its citizens.

Honourable Citizens,

As we enumerate our achievements, it worth mentioning that the citizens have
reaped the fruits of their ratification of the National Action Charter, both in
increased employment opportunities, improved level of per capitaincome and a
decrease in the unemployment rate.

However, since housing is one of the challenges that facing our society, the gov-
ernment's efforts have accelerated the pace of construction and successfully
attracted investments from the private sector to eradicate or alleviate its negative
effects.

The cost of housing services provided to citizens is approximately BD 3.1 billion
over the past years, as the estimated value of the projects included in the plan to
construct forty thousand housing units at a cost of around BD 2.6 billion in order
to decrease the waiting period to5 years by the end of the year 2016.
Nonetheless, even these achievements do not satisfy our ambition and expecta-
tions, although we haven’'t mentioned all achievements, and there are many more
on the way, with the help of God. We strongly believe in our ability to accom-
plish more in the coming period, thanks to the concerted efforts and diligent
work with the national endeavours of our government.

In conclusion, we would like to extend our thanks and appreciation to all Bahrai-
nis, men and women, who participated in the referendum of the National Action
Charter. Moreover, we are al partners in the homeland regardiess of our differ-
ences of opinions. To this end, we call on everyone to actively participate in ser-
vice of the nation and the preservation of national principles.

We also appreciate the efforts of our armed forces, security personnel, and the
National Guard in protecting our gains and achievements.

We pray to Allah the Almighty to protect Bahrain, and to maintain the grace
of security, stability and prosperity in it.

We rely on Allah the Almighty

Peace and Allah’s Mercy and Blessings Be Upon You.
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Algeria PM
announces Bouteflika
candidacy for coming

elections

ALGIERS - Ailing Algerian President
Abdelaziz Bouteflika will stand for

reelection in April, Prime Minister
Abdelmalek Sellal said in comments
carried by national television Satur-
day 22-2-2014.

"The prime minister officialy
announces the candidacy of the presi-
dent of the (Algerian) republic for the
coming elections,”" due on April 17, a
screen caption read.

Sellal was speaking in Oran, west of
Algiers, on the sidelines of an eco-
nomic seminar. The television said
Bouteflika will collect the necessary
documents for his candidacy from the
interior ministry on Sunday, but
added that he might send someone
elseto do so.

The television said his decision was a
"response to the encouragement of
citizens from all over the country."
The 76-year-old, who has been in
power for 15 years, suffered a mini-
stroke last year that confined him to a
Paris hospital for three months. It has
been unclear whether his health
would prevent him from running for
reelection.

One of the few remaining veterans of
the war of independence against
France, Bouteflika came to power in
1999. The latest years of hisrule have
been dogged by ill health and more
recently by corruption scandals impli-
cating members of his inner circle.
He also tried to check the power of
Algeria's unelected military and intel-
ligence leaders, who have played a
key role in the North African coun-
try's politics since its independence
from France in 1962.Despite his
efforts to roll back their prerogatives
the army and its secretive DRS intel-
ligence agency retain much of the
political power they have wielded.
Recent weeks have seen a mounting
war of words over the role of the mil-
itary in public life, relayed by Alge-
rias independent media, in which
senior officers were portrayed as
opposing a fourth term for the Boute-
flika. Earlier this month, a retired
senior general urged Bouteflika to
step down "with dignity" and not run
for reelection.

Morsi to Brother-

hood supporters:

Revolution won't
stop

CAIRO - Egypt's deposed Islamist
president Mohamed Morsi called on
his followers Saturday 2-22-2014 to
continue their "peaceful revolution”,
during his trial on charges related to
jailbreaks and attacks on police.
Morsi's Muslim Brotherhood  still
stages diminishing weekly protests
despite a crackdown that has killed
more than 1,400 people since the mil-
itary overthrew himin July.

The court adjourned the trial, one of
four for Morsi, until February 24.
A defiant Morsi had interrupted past
hearings to declare that he was still
Egypt's president, having been demo-
craticaly elected a year before his
overthrow.

"The revolution of the people won't
stop -- continue your peaceful revolu-
tion," he said from the dock on Satur-
day.
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Turkey abolishes
special military
convictions

ANKARA - Turkey's parliament
passed a law Friday21-2-2014 abol-
ishing specially appointed courts that
have convicted hundreds of military
officersfor coup plotting.

The conciliatory move toward the
military, proposed by the Islamic-
rooted ruling party, comes as Prime
Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan is
grappling with a high-level corrup-
tion scandal that has implicated his
entourage and dragged down some of
his ministers.The bill, which Presi-
dent Abdullah Gul is expected to
sign, would abolish the specially
appointed courts that in 2012 con-
victed more than 300 active and
retired military officers in the so-
called "Sledgehammer" trial, and

pass their case files to Turkey's regu- -

lar crimina courtsThe measure
could clear the way for convicted
military officers to be retried, an
option Erdogan said last month he
would not oppose.

The origind tridls in the specia
courts were criticised for the defen-
dants' long detention periods, and the
military top brass complained some
of the evidence was fabricated.
Turkey's army, which considers itself
the self-appointed guardian of the
secular regime, has staged three
coups since 1960, and forced out an
Islamist government in 1997.The bill
appears to be an attempt by Erdogan
to reach out to the country's once-
mighty generals, after spending his
11 years in power clipping their
wings.

Russia says US pro-
longing Syria conflict

MOSCOW - Moscow accused Wash-
ington of prolonging the Syrian con-
flict by supporting the opposition
ahead of a UN Security Council vote
Saturday that threatens to further
deepen big power divisions.

On the ground, a car bomb exploded
at a border crossing between Syria
and Turkey as rebels battled to pre-
vent regime forces from seizing their
last stronghold in the strategic Qala-
mun region. And Syria's government
media said Jordan was seeking to stir
up the southern front in the country's
conflict after a stalemate in peace
talks held in Geneva this month.
Speaking in Baghdad on Thursday,
Russia's Foreign Minister Sergei
Lavrov said Americas policy on
Syria "encourages extremists who are
financing terrorism and supplying
terrorist organisations and groups
with weapons'."In the end, this will
not result in anything except the
escalation of the Syrian conflict,” he
said in remarks translated from Rus-
sian into Arabic. Moscow is akey
backer of President Bashar al-Assad's
regime, which has been battling an
uprising that began in March 2011.1t
supplies the government with weap-
ons and provides diplomatic cover at
the United Nations, where officials
said the Security Council isto vote
Saturday on a resolution on humani-
tarian aid for Syria. Russia, with sup-
port from China, has blocked three
previous resolutions aimed a pres-
suring the Damascus regime since
the crisis began, with an estimated
250,000 people across Syria awaiting
help.
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Indian Muslim
Invents Computer
System

Presenting a role model to young
Indian Muslims, a young Indian
Muslim schoolboy has designed a
virus-protected microchip-run com-
puter system.

“Most computing devices use
mechanical hard disk drives, flash
memories and electronic disks to
boot up operating systems,” Afreed
Islam, an Indian schoolboy, told The,
Times of India on Tuesday, February
18.

“My invention replaces both
mechanical and electronic  hard
disks with a microchip, doubling
speed and storage capacity,” he
added.

Islam, a Class X student from
Guwahati's Little Flower School,
launched his new invention; the
ReVo BOOK, an ultraslim com-
puter system designed by him, on
Monday.

The ReVo BOOK is embedded with
a microchip and a hybrid operating
system, aso invented by Islam,
named ReVo IX.

He claimed that the new operating
system features faster execution
speed, an inbuilt firewall and stands
as a complete independent operating
system.

The system can be used in places
demanding high uninterrupted per-
formances such as offices, banks,
academic institutions, and industries
besides domestic computing pur-
poses.

It can also be installed in servers by
large set-ups.

The young boy hopes to promote the
ReVo BOOK which will, according
to Islam, dominate comparable
products in the computer market.

“Compared to the hard disks availa-
ble, my microchip is four times
faster, lasts longer and there is also
no chance of losing data,” he said.
“Minimum power is required to run
the ReVo BOOK and its portable
sizeisabonus,” he said.

Success

For Islam, he hopes that the ReVo
BOOK will make help high-speed,
uninterrupted performance.

“Apart from domestic computing,
the ReVo BOOK will be immensely
beneficial in offices, banks, aca-
demic ingtitutions and industries,”
the boy said.

“Three years ago, when | was in
classVII, | started to look for asolu-
tion to some of the problems faced
by the operating systems used cur-
rently. | never imagined inventing
an operating system,” he added.

Siddharth Deb Nath, a scientist at
Assam Science Technology and
Environment Council, said that
Islam’s invention fulfilled all basic
eligibility criteria for submission of
apatent application.

Deb Nath added that if ISam was
offered enough financia assistance
to supply the product to markets, he
would achieve greater success.
There are some 140 million Mus-
limsin Hindu-majority India
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<h2 >Ministry in
Abbasid era

In fact, the post of ministry took a
different form in the Abbasid era.
The appointment of ministers was a
necessity. Hafs ibn Sulayman, aka
Abu Salamah Al-Khallal (died in
132 AH / 750 AD), was the first to
hold the title of minister in Islam.
He was cadled the minister of
Muhammad's family. He spent a lot
of money for the sake of the
Abbasid call. [1]

Abu Jafar Al-Mansur appointed a
man caled Sulayman  ibn
Mukhallad, akaAbu Ayyub Al-
Marwayani, as a minister and
assigned him some departments. Ibn
Kathir said the man assumed Diwan
Al-Insha [2] (a department in charge
of drafting royal orders and letters
and maintaining the government’s
records).

The minister under the Abbasid
dynasty reached a high status. He
even ran the affairs of the country
and people. We found this in the
family of Barmakids, as Yahya ibn
Khalid Al-Barmaki had an absolute
power in the State. Ibn Kathir
mentions that “when Harun Al-
Rashid assumed power, he assigned
Yahya ibn Khalid to the caliphate
affairs, and the latter remained like
this until the setback that afflicted
the Barmakids.” [3]

The Abbasid caliphs used to ook for
the best ministers. Caiph Al-
Mamun set some conditions to
select hisminister. He says: “1 seek
the help of a man who has all good
morals, having modesty and
straightness; a man who is educated
by morality and had experiences;
honest if he is entrusted with
secrets; doeswell if heisassigned to
affairs; keeps silent with patience;
speaks with knowledge; suffices
himself with a moment; be satisfied
with a glance; having the prestige of
princes, the patience of sages, the
modesty of scholars and the
understanding of jurisprudents; a
man who is thankful upon
benefaction, and patient upon
afflictions; does not sell the share of
his day through depriving his
tomorrow; and attracts the hearts of
men with his beautiful utterance.”
[4

Abbasid Caliph Al-Mamun
appointed Al-Fadl ibn Sahl (died in
202 AH) as a minister, and the latter
was one of the greatest ministers in
the Islamic history. Thanks to his
position, Al-Mamun assigned him
al affairs "and called him the one of
two presidencies, for he managed
both the sword and the pen"[5], i.e.
he was assigned the political and
military affairs. No minister had this
combination before. Al-Fadl ibn
Sahl was assigned the ministry with
a special written letter, which was
the first honor of its kind. Perhaps
the contents of the letter show its
importance, asit stated: "l bestowed
you a rank whereby you will be
obeyed in everything and no one
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| slamic Civilization 1

will have a rank higher than
yours as long as you abides by
what | asked you to do
regarding working for the sake
of Allah and His religion and
for the goodness of the State. |
make all this for you under the
testimony of Allah Almighty,
Who is the guarantor of my
promise. | wrote this letter in
Safar 194 AH." [6]

lbn  Al-Amid  Ali  ibn
Muhammad ibn  Al-Husayn
(died in 360 AH) was aso a
famous minister in the fourth
Hijri century. Although he was
a minister for the Buwayhids,
the institution of Caliphate
praised him and put him in a
high status. So, Caliph Al-Tali-
lillah called him "the one of

two competences’, namely thefis

sword and the pen. [7]
Abbasid Caliph Al-Tali-lillah
praised minister 1bn Al-Amid
for the latter lead the armies,™
participated in battles, looked
like alion in terms of courage and
was reticent unless he was asked.
He was kind and had pure morals.
If a man of letter or a scientist
specialized in a certain field met
him, he used to listen to them. He
managed to restore security in the
country after it was lost due to the
revolutions and disorders  of
soldiers in Baghdad. Therefore, he
got a great status during the short
period of his ministry. He restored
security and gave scholars and
writers their due statuses. As the
Buwayhids feared for their State,
they killed him. [8]

Ministers were very accurate,
organized and devoted to their
work. Historian Al-Shabushti said
that minister Salid ibn Mukhallad
(died in 275 AH) used wake up at
night to pray until the early
morning. Then, he allows people to
shake hand with him. Then he goes
to the house of Caiph Al-
Muwaffag and stays four hours
there and then goes back home to
examine people's needs and run
their affairs. Then, he has his lunch
and sleep. In the evening, he
examines the State affairs until
night. He used to levy money and
check what was levied and what
was spent. He was aware of
everyday goings-on. He used to
discuss al this with his deputies
and then chat with a friend until he
seeps. [9]

<h2 >Nizam-al-M ulk
and Al-Nizamiyah
School

There was a group of sincere
ministers in the Islamic civilization
who combined the shrewdness of
politics and the ethics of religion.
Those ministers had a big role in

the march of the Islamic civilization.
One of them was the Seljuk minister
Nizam-al-Mulk Al-Hasan ibn Ali
ibn Ishag. Imam Al-Zahabi reported
that he established the great school
in Baghdad, one in Nishapur, and
another one in Tus; and that he
encouraged people to learn, gave
grants to students, taught hadiths
and was widely famous. [10]

The great school mentioned by Al-
Zahabi is Al-Nizamiyah School in
Baghdad. Strangely enough, as
minister Nizam-al-Mulk was
preoccupied by the affairs of the
ministry, he went to that school from
time to time to teach hadiths. Thisis
what Ibn Al-Athir mentioned when
he said: "Nizam-al-Mulk entered the
Al-Nizamiyah School and sat in the
library where he read books. People
at the school learnt some hadiths
under him, and he dictated some
other hadiths." [11]

Nizam-al-Mulk was one of the best
ministers in the Islamic civilization,
if not the best, after the era of
Prophet's companions. He loved and
venerated scholars. “If Imam Abu
Al-Qasim Al-Qushayri and Imam
Abu Al-Maai Al-Juwayni came to
Nizam-al-Mulk, the latter used to
stand up and then sit down in his
place again. And if Abu Ali Al-
Farmazi entered, Nizam-a-Mulk
used to stand up and make Al-

Farmazi sit in his own place and
Nizam-al-Mulk himself sitsin front

of Al-Farmazi. When Nizam-a-
Mulk was asked about this, he said:
those two shaykhs and their likes
praise me and mention qualities that
| do not have. So, their words
increase my vanity and pride, but
that shaykh mentions my defects
and injustice. So, my self becomes
broken, and | backtrack much of my
conduct.” [12]

As he loved knowledge, Nizam-al-
Mulk composed the book of
Siyasat-nama or Siyar Al-Muluk
(the lives of kings). He composed
the book for the Seljuk Sultan
Mulk-Shah ibn Muhammad in 479
AH. The book was aimed to show
the most successful ways used by
former kings and princes in running
the State's affairs so that the Seljuk
State would adopt these ways in
running its administrative political
affairs. Nizam-a-Mulk said: "I
then, drawing upon what | have
found out, seen, experienced and
learned  from  masters, have
described what | know of this
subject and composed this book in
fifty chapters" [13] There is no
doubt that this work was welcomed
by the Sultan and by the readers
later on. This work confirms that
the ministry in Islam was not an
administrative work isolated from
the experience of the ancients.

For moreinformation about | slam go to:

www.mercyprophet.com
www.rasoulallah.net

Read more about |slamic civilization
Www. islamstory.com

<h2 >Ministry in
Andalusia

In our tak about the
ministry and its
importance in the Islamic

civilization, we must not
forget the importance of
that post in the western
part of the Islamic nation,
namely Andalusia. In fact,
the system of ministry in
. Andalusawasvery sm||ar

| present time. At first, the
| premiership was assumed
_by the caliph himself.
- Later, the hajib
or
chamberlain) was the de
facto premier. Ibn Khaldun
mentioned the system of
L ministry in Andausia by
saying: "The Umayyadsin
Andalusia at first continued to use
the name wazir [minister] in its
original  meaning. Later, they
subdivided the functions of the
wazir into several parts. For each
function, they appointed a specia
wazir. They appointed a wazir to
furnish ~ an  accounting  of
(government) finances; another for
(official) correspondence; another
to take care of the needs of those
who had suffered wrongs; and
another to supervise the situation of
people in the border regions. A
(specia) house was prepared for
(al these wazirs). There, they sat
upon carpets spread out for them
and executed the orders of theruler,
each in the field entrusted to him.
One of the wazirs was appointed
liaison officer between the wazirs
and the caliph. He had a higher
position than the others, because he
had constant contact with the ruler.
His seat was higher than that of the
other wazirs. He was distinguished
by the title of hajib (doorkeeper).
So it continued down to the end of
the (Umayyad) dynasty. The
function and rank of hajib took
precedence over the other ranks.
Eventually, the Taifa rulers came to
adopt the title. The most important
among them at that time was called
hajib..."[14]
The aforementioned text by Ibn
Khaldun shows that the Andalusian
Islamic civilization was the real
example that the current nations
followed. It is known that the
Umayyad dynasty in Andalusia
started in 138 AH when Abd-al-
Rahman ibn Mu'awiyah ibn
Hisham (Al-Dakhil) conquered
Andalusia. The aforesaid
subdivision of ministers—including
the ministers of finance, foreign
affairs, justice, defense and national
security, and then a prime minister
caled hgjib, and a house where

b ot B ] G 3l G 0 G
ki (gul] Goni el bl § ¢ ] g
o Qi gl ! 5 a1 JUESE 1 g 9w

<Gl 19 930 31 5 90

llad! § ludich A} g2 gud |yt 9 ¢
Onl gt | D 5l 5 o (el b
.+ chovei 819 dul QR 1 o1 et §

ek i | J 90 (g it e | G0 ¢
i 1§ 5h6 a1 Gukid § G ot AV 581 1
Gty Vbt 3 et 1 ol Gl | G §

Ol dalate
@l iy Gy QL) Lilate codgd
B g Gl e O S5 iS
I8 el Lise Gpate I G115
& ol JbuV(q.:)_gAu_-b_..._:
‘L;nu\f.c_ C.IJ_H O J) g olald)
&b_ydbul_gf.agf}_ﬂr.m}}}ub
G il ey € 3R e S
26 3 ety sl o Ll
Ol w536 el o s ¢ oWl 0,
L,\;uLuLlVJSJM,Sf})l}VuJ
5 b st I e o 2ol 5o
H,.:}AU_J&LLAJ-VJAJ.___; Osslny
3 el Wiy e O yatlly w3
JLJJLA'AM‘;\LU‘)MJJJAJ—UINJJ
“‘bijwﬁuﬁ‘ /c‘..J\m
e cbpal sldt il 2L e
MJM\L})U;C_JL«MWLA
Sl ] e 313] e

e

Lo 3 craledl [,u:_ul.bu[...—
QM‘CQ—A‘SJ 5909

‘ ‘ ’S‘_,.uljncs,n
a1y Sie I
Al ol gy e 2SI 550
Losger & Sl hny ol ale
b el Ol A Jls Ly o
e pas (O pall) oS540 6 slad
By bl e N0 v e iy

they meet like the council of
ministers — existed in the early
history of Andalusia

Among the most famous ministers
in the history of Andalusia is Al-
Mansur ibn Abu Amir Muhammad
ibn Abdullah, who was smart and
talented. He managed to rise
through the posts of the State until
he became the chief of police.
Then, he became the guardian of
the young Umayyad Caliph Hisham
ibn Al-Hakam, then a hajib, and
then aprime minister.

In fact, Prime Minister Al-Mansur
ibn Abu Amir was not submissive
in his post, nor was he typical in his
actions and aspirations. He was one
of the great ministers who fought in
the cause of Allah. He conquered
the Kingdom of Leon himself in
373 AH and conquered Barcelona
in 374 AH. He also annexed the
Arab Maghreb to the Umayyad
dynasty in Andalusia in 386 AH.
The Umayyad dynasty in Andalusia
during the era of Al-Mansur
reached its largest expansion. [15]
Ministry in the history of Islam and
its civilization was one of the
important posts which added much
to the vitality and strength of the
Islamic State. As the institution of
Caliphate and governance passed
through periods of weakness, a lot
of ministers played arolein the
strength and vitality of the Islamic
State. Strangely, those ministers did
not dissent from the institution of
Caliphate, which went through a
stage of apparent weakness, as in
the case of Al-Mansur ibn Abu
Amir in Andalusia, and Ibn Al-
Amid (died in 360 AH) in Al-
Mashreq. [16]

[1]Al-Zirikli: Al-A'lam 2/263.

[2] 1bn Kathir: Al-Bidayah waAl-
Nihayah 10/110.

[3] Ibid: 10/204.

[4] Al-Mawardi: Al-Ahkam Al-
Sultaniyah, p30, 31.

[5] Al-Khatib Al-Baghdadi: Tarikh
Baghdad 14/229.

[6] Al-Humayri: Al-Rawd Al-Mi'tar
(perfumed garden), p 316, and Abd-al-
Aziz Al-Duri: Al-Nuzum Al-lslamiyah
(Islamic systems), p195.

[7] Al-Safadi: Al-Wefi bi Al-Wafiyyat
2/282, and Al-Zahabi: Tarikh Al-Islam
(the history of Islam) 26/216.

[8] Adam Metz: ISlamic Civilizationin
the fourth Hijri century 1/187, 188, and
Ihsan Abbas: Shazarat min Kutub
Mafqudah (bits from missing books) 2/
240.

[9] Al-Shabushti: Al-Diyarat
(monasteries), p66.

[10] Al-Zahabi: Siyar A'lam Al-Nubala
19/96.

[11] IbnAl-Athir: Al-Kamil fi Al-
Tarikh (the complete history) 8/449.
[12] Ibid: 8/481.

[13] Nizam-al-Mulk: Siyasat-nama,

p44.
[14] Ibn Khaldun: Al-Ibar wa Diwan
Al-Mubtada waAl-Khabar 1/240.

[15] See: Husayn Mu'nis: Mawsu'at
Tarikh Al-Andalus (encyclopedia of the
history of Andalusia) 1/363-372.

[16] Adam Metz: Ilamic Civilization



WFP grants Yemen two—year
support worth $491 million

SANA'A, Feb.17- The Executive Board of the UN World Food Program
(WFP) in Rome has agreed to give Yemen a two-year support worth US$ 491
million. Minister of Planning and International Cooperation Dr. Mohammed
al-Sa' adi confirmed to Saba,upon his return on last Monday to Sana a coming
from Italy with his accompanying delegation, that over six million Yemenis
will benefit from the WFP's support in the fields of education, health, social
affairs and labor and agriculture and other developmental fields of priority. Al-
Sa'adi pointed out that he discussed with Italian Deputy Foreign Minister and
Minister of Economy and Development the bilateral relations between the two
countries and ways of enhancing them, especially with regard to the success of
the National Dialogue Conference and its outcomes ,indicating that it was
agreed with Chairman of the FAO to establish a fund to fight hunger in
Yemen.

Dubai property giant posts
21% surgein profits

DUBAI - Dubai-based Emaar Properties said Monday it posted a 21-percent
surge in annual profits in 2013, reaching $699 million on the back of strong
performances in the retail and hospitality sectors. Net profit in the fourth quar-
ter surged by a whopping 48 percent to $206 million, compared to $139 mil-
lion in the corresponding period of 2012. Annua net profit hit 2.568 billion
dirhams ($699 million), compared to 2.119 billion dirhams($577 million) in
2012, said the property giant which built the world's tallest tower, Burj Kha-
lifa. "This strong performance was underlined by recurring revenues from the
company's shopping malls and retail, and hospitality and leisure business
units," Emaar said in statement. Those sectors together contributed $1.307 bil-
lion, or 46 percent of total revenues. This was an increase of 17 percent, com-
pared to 2012. The Dubai Mall, a major tourist attraction, drew more than 75
million visitors, 15 percent up from the previous year.

London, Riyadh reach
Eurofighter price deal

LONDON - Britain has reached an agreement over the rising cost of providing
Saudi Arabia with Typhoon Eurofighter jets, British defence company BAE
Systems said on Wednesday. BAE, working in close co-operation with the
British government, signed a £4.5-billion deal in 2007 to supply 72 Euro-
fighter Typhoon jets to Saudi Arabia. Even though some planes have been
delivered, the contract has faced obstacles over rising costs.

"Both governments have now agreed price escalation terms relating to the
Typhoon aircraft under the Salam programme,” BAE said in a statement.

BAE, which did not give any precise figures, added that cash settlement was
expected to follow the new pricing agreement. "This is an equitable out-
come for al parties," said BAE Systems chief executive lan King.

"I am pleased that we have been able to conclude this negotiation which
builds on our long standing relationship with this much valued customer.”
BAE builds the Typhoons in co-operation with European aerospace giant
EADS and Italy's Finmeccanica.
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Folic Acid

400 mcg

By Doug Hanson

Isit ever too early to start thinking
about the health of achild? A new
study suggests that more women
should be thinking ahead and tak-
ing folic acid supplements before
they become pregnant.

This new study showed that most
women did not take folic acid prior
to becoming pregnant but often
began taking them after.

The researchers said that the use of
folic acid supplements dropped
over the course of the more than
decade-long study.
This study was led by Jonathan
Bestwick, researcher and L ecturer
in Medical Statistics at Queen »
Mary University of London. Aol dl i) o il iz gl
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defects (NTDs), which are among
the most common birth defects
contributing to infant mortality and PP . N
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The study showed that the number
of women taking folic acid supple-
ments decreased from 35 percent in
1999-2001 to 31 percent in 2011-
2012.

In addition, the data revealed that
women who had a previous preg-
nancy that involved the possibility
of spinal bifida— abirth defect in
which spinal cord development is
incomplete — were more likely to
take folic acid supplements than
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percent did so.
The research team found that the

were pregnant rose from 45 percent
to 62 percent over the period of the
study. This team noted that for folic
acid supplements to be effective,
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they must be taken before preg-

nancy occurs.

This study also showed considera- .

ble differences along ethnic lines, ;)L.,_H
with only 17 percent of Afro- ) :L,j
Caribbean women, 20 percent of ot
South Asian women and 25 percent ﬁ—“’
of East Asian women taking the el
folic acid supplements before preg- v——”
nancy, compared with 35 percent of dhast
Caucasian women. —
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The researchers said that taking
folic acid supplements before preg-
nancy may reduce the risk of spina
bifida by as much as 72 percent.

The authors reported no outside
support or funding and no conflicts
of interest.
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Dame Zaha Mohammad Hadid, DBE (Arabic: Zaha hadid; born 31 October
1950) is an Iragi-British architect. She received the Pritzker Architecture Prizein
2004—the first woman to do so—and the Stirling Prize in 2010 and 2011. Her
buildings are distinctively futuristic, characterized by the "powerful, curving
forms of her elongated structures' with "multiple perspective points and frag-
mented geometry to evoke the chaos of modern life".

Dame Zaha Hadid has taught at prestigious universities around
the world, including at the Harvard Graduate School of Design, where she was
the Kenzo Tange Professorship and the Sullivan Chair at the University of Illi-
nois at Chicago's School of Architecture. She also served as guest professor at
the Hochschule fir bildende Kiinste Hamburg (HFBK Hamburg), the Knowlton
School of Architecture at Ohio State University, the Masters Studio at Columbia
University, and the Eero Saarinen Visiting Professor of Architectural Design at
the Yale School of Architecture. From the year 2000 on Dame Zaha Hadid is a
guest professor at The University of Applied Arts - Vienna, in the Zaha Hadid
Master Class Vertical-Studio.

She was named an Honorary Member of the American Academy of Arts and
Letters and an Honorary Fellow of the American Ingtitute of Architects. She has
been on the Board of Trustees of The Architecture Foundation. She is currently
Professor at the University of Applied Arts Viennain Austria.

International recognition:In 2002, she won the international design competition
to design Singapore's one-north master plan. In 2005, her design won the com-
petition for the new city casino of Basel, Switzerland.[citation needed] In 2004,
Hadid became the first female and first Muslim[3] recipient of the Pritzker
Architecture Prize, architecture's equivalent of the Nobel Prize. She is a member
of the editorial board of the Encyclop?dia Britannica. In 2006, she was honoured
with a retrospective spanning her entire work at the Guggenheim Museum in
New York; that year she also received an Honorary Degree from the American
University of Beirut. Her architectural design firm, Zaha Hadid Architects,
employs more than 350 people, and is headquartered in a Victorian former
school building in Clerkenwell, London. In 2008, she ranked 69th on the Forbes
list of "The World's 100 Most Powerful Women" . On 2 January 2009, she was
the guest editor of the BBC's flagship morning radio news progranme, Today.
In 2010, she was named by Time as an influential thinker in the 2010 TIME 100
issue.[6] In September 2010, the British magazine New Statesman listed Zaha
Hadid at number 42 in their annual survey of "The World's 50 Most Influential
Figures 2010".She was listed as one of the fifty best-dressed over 50s by the
Guardian in March 2013. She won the Stirling Prize two years running: in 2010,
for one of her most celebrated works, the Maxxi in Rome, and in 2011 for the
Evelyn Grace Academy, a Zashapes school in Brixton, London.

Hadid is the designer of the Dongdaemun Design Plaza & Park in Seoul, South
Korea, which is expected to be the centerpiece of the festivities for the city's
designation as World Design Capital 2010. The complex is scheduled to be com-
pleted in 2014. Hadid was appointed Commander of the Order of the British
Empire (CBE) in 2002 and Dame Commander of the Order of the British
Empire (DBE) in the 2012 Birthday Honours for services to architecture.
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Greece disputes with Turkey
over converting Hagia
Sophiainto a mosque

;_. . h}

- e R e

ISTANBUL - Turkey and Greece were locked Wednesday in awar of

words over the possible conversion of Hagia Sophia, one of Istanbul's

most stunning landmarks, into a mosque.

The feud over the 1,476-year-old World Heritage site is the latest to
erupt between the two neighbours over religion.

Greece reacted furiously to remarks by Turkish Deputy Prime Minis-
ter Bulent Arinc that he hoped to change the status of Hagia Sophia,
which is now a museum.

"We are looking at a sad Hagia Sophia, but hopefully we will seeit
smiling again soon," Arinc said Monday, describing the complex in
Istanbul's historic quarter as the "Hagia Sophia Mosque".

Hagia Sophia, which dates back to 537, was a church for centuries --
and the seat of the Patriarchate of Constantinople -- before being con-
verted to amosgue under the Ottoman empire in 1453.

It opened as a museum in 1935 after the founding of modern Turkey.
"Recurrent statements made by high ranking Turkish officials about
converting Byzantine Christian churches into mosques are offending
thereligious feeling of millions of Christians," the Greek foreign
ministry said in a statement.

But Turkey bluntly retorted Wednesday that it has "nothing to learn”
from Greece about freedom of religion.

"Unfavourable treatment of Ottoman era cultural artifacts and places
of worship by Greece iswell-known by all," the foreign ministry said
in a statement.

Greece whose territory was once part of the Ottoman empire and Tur-
key share a history marred by bitter territorial disputes and Christian-
Muslim feuds.

Mosques have been athorny issue in Greece, where the population is
predominantly Greek Orthodox. Athensis one of the few European
capitals without an official mosque.

Arinc, amember of the ruling Islamist-rooted Justice and Develop-
ment Party (AKP) had said on Monday that two other religious sites
in Turkey, also named Hagia Sophia, would be turned into mosques.
The government is often accused by its secular opponents of forcing
Islamic values on the predominantly Muslim but strictly secular
country.
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Why the Boycott
Movement Scares | sragl

BOYCOTT ISRAEL

By Omar Barghouti

If Secretary of State John Kerry’s attempts to revive talks between
Israel and the Palestinian Authority fail because of Israel’s continuing
construction of illegal settlements, the Israeli government will likely
face an international boycott “on steroids,” as Mr. Kerry warned last
August.

These days, Israel seems as terrified by the “exponential” growth of the
Palestinian-led Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (or BDS.)
movement as it is by Iran’s rising clout in the region. Last June, Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, effectively declared BDS. a strategic
threat. Calling it the “delegitimization” movement, he assigned the
overall responsibility for fighting it to his ministry of strategic affairs.
But BDS doesn’t pose an existential threat to Israel; it poses a serious
challenge to Israel’s system of oppression of the Palestinian people,
which isthe root cause of its growing worldwide isolation.

The Israeli government’s view of BDS as a strategic threat reveals its
heightened anxiety at the movement’s spread into the mainstream
lately. It aso reflects the failure of the foreign affairs ministry’s well-
endowed ‘"Brand Israel” campaign, which reduces BDS to an image
problem and employs culture as a propaganda tool, sending well-
known Israeli figures around the world to show Israel’s “prettier face.”
Launched in 2005 by the largest trade union federations and
organizationsin Palestinian society, BDS calls for ending Israel’s 1967
occupation, “recognizing the fundamental rights of the Arab-
Palestinian citizens of Israel to full equality,” and the right of
Palestinian refugees to return to their homes and lands from which
they were forcibly displaced and dispossessed in 1948.

Why should Israel, a nuclear power with a strong economy, feel so
vulnerable to a nonviolent human rights movement?

Israel is deeply apprehensive about the increasing number of American
Jews who vocally oppose its policies — especially those who are joining
or leading BDS campaigns. It also perceives as a profound threat the
rising dissent among prominent Jewish figures who reject its tendency
to speak on their behalf, challenge its claim to be the “national home”
of al Jews, or raise the inherent conflict between its ethno-religious
self-definition and its clam to democracy. What |. . Stone
prophetically wrote about Israel back in 1967, that it is “ creating akind
of mora schizophrenia in world Jewry” because of its “racial and
exclusionist” ideal, is no longer beyond the pale.

Israel is also threatened by the effectiveness of the nonviolent
strategies used by the BDS movement, including its Israeli component,
and by the negative impact they have had on Israel’s standing in world
public opinion. As one Israeli military commander said in the context
of suppressing Palestinian popular resistance to the occupation, “We
don’'t do Gandhi very well.”

The landslide vote by the American Studies Association in December
to endorse an academic boycott of Israel, coming on the heels of a
similar decision by the Association for Asian-American Studies, among
others, as well as divestment votes by several university student
councils, proves that BDS is no longer a taboo in the United States.
The BDS movement’s economic impact is also becoming evident. The
recent decision by the $200 billion Dutch pension fund, PGGM, to
divest from the five largest Israeli banks due to their involvement in
occupied Palestinian territory has sent shock waves through the Israeli
establishment.

To underscore the “existential” danger that BDS poses, Israel and its
lobby groups often invoke the smear of anti-Semitism, despite the
unegquivocal, consistent position of the movement against all forms of
racism, including anti-Semitism. This unfounded allegation is intended
to intimidate into silence those who criticize Israel and to conflate such
criticism with anti-Jewish racism.

Arguing that boycotting Israel is intrinsically anti-Semitic is not only
false, it also presumes that Israel and “the Jews’ are one and the same.
This is as absurd and bigoted as claiming that a boycott of a self-
defined Islamic state like Saudi Arabia, say, because of its horrific
human rights record, would of necessity be Islamophobic.

The BDS movement's call for full equality in law and policies for the
Palestinian citizens of Israel is particularly troubling for Israel because
it raises questions about its self-definition as an exclusionary Jewish
state. Israel considers any challenge to what even the Department of
State has criticized as its system of “ingtitutional, legal, and societal
discrimination” against its Palestinian citizens as an “existentia
threat,” partially because of the apartheid image that this challenge
evokes.

Tellingly, arecent attempt by Israeli liberals to have their civic national
identity as “Israelis’ recognized by the state was squarely rejected by
Israel’s Supreme Court on the grounds that it posed a serious threat to
Israel’s founding principle: to be a Jewish state for the Jewish people.
Israel remains the only country on earth that does not recognize its own
nationality, as that would theoreticaly avall equa rights to al its
citizens, undermining its *‘ ethnocratic” identity. The claim that BDS, a
nonviolent movement anchored in universal principles of human rights,
aimsto ‘destroy’ Israel must be understood in this context.

Would justice and equal rights for all realy destroy Israel? Did
equality destroy the American South? Or South Africa? Certainly, it
destroyed the discriminatory racial order that prevailed in both places,
but it did not destroy the people or the country.

Likewise, only Israel’s unjust order is threatened by boycotts,
divestment and sanctions.

- Omar Barghouti is a Palestinian human rights activist and the author of “Boycott,
Divestment, Sanctions: The Global Struggle for Palestinian Rights.” (This article was
originally published in the New York Times— Jan 31, 2014)
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The Third Battle of Fallujah

Bob Dreyfuss.

Don’t think for a moment that the United Statesisn’t still involved in Irag. At
the moment, the government of Iraq is preparing for what might be called the
Third Battle of Fallujah. That's the city in Anbar Province, west of Baghdad,
that was the scene of horrific clashes during the US occupation of Iraq in
2004. Now, Fallujah is under the control of radical-right Sunni Islamists, Al
Qaeda and elements allied with the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (1SIS),
and the government in Baghdad has been paralyzed in its efforts to retake the
city.

Whatever happens, it's going to be bloody once again. And, although the
United States withdrew its occupation forces in December 2011, the Obama
administration has continued to view Iraqg in the context of the regional com-
petition with Iran, which has enormous influence with Prime Minister Nouri
al-Maliki’s regime. Although Maliki, who lived in Iran during part of his
exile in the Saddam Hussein era, is ideologically closer to Tehran than to
Washington, he’s maintained political and military ties with the United States
since 2011—including the supply of advanced US weapons—and it looks
like the United States is trying to use the crisis over Fallujah in 2014 to move
Maliki closer to Washington and away from Iran. That's a dangerous, zero-
sum game to play.

First, some history. The First Battle of Fallujah, in April 2004, was a
revenge-minded US assault on the city after several American military con-
tractors with Blackwater USA were killed and mutilated by an angry mob.
But the battle was inconclusive, and to paper over its falure the United
States withdrew in early May and handed control to something called the
Fallujah Brigade, a militantly Sunni, anti-Iran paramilitary force that was
made up of some of the selfsame forces the United States was fighting when
it went into the city. Then, in what would be called the Second Battle of Fal-
lujah, a massive, American-led force reinvaded the city in November 2004
and virtually destroyed it, causing thousands of casualties.

Now, Maliki—who's ruled Iraq as a Shiite partisan, making bitter enemies of
Sunni moderates, tribal elements and hard-core Islamists aike—is stuck.
With the city once again controlled by Sunni Islamists who detest him, he
initially considered a massive military assault on Fallujah using his Shiite-
controlled, Shiite-dominated Iragi armed forces—but that, he probably
knows, would provoke open civil war again. (Already Iraq is in the early
stages of civil war, with nearly 10,000 killed in 2013 and another 900 dead in
January in suicide and car bombings and other clashes.)

So the United States is urging Maliki to offer an olive branch to the Sunnis,
to arm Sunni tribal elements, and to use the tribes in a neighborhood-by-
neighborhood retaking of Fallujah. According to The New York Times, he's
aided not only by US arms but also by the support of 100 US troops still sta-
tioned in Baghdad at the US embassy, including Special Forces who are
advising Maliki’s commanders. And, the paper reports, General Lloyd J. Aus-
tin 111, the commander of the US Centrd Command, met in Baghdad last
week with the Iragi military command. While the United States has an inter-
est in suppressing Al Qaeda in Irag, ISIS and its dlies, it seems obvious that]
Washington would also like to use the crisis in Fallujah to move Maliki away|
from his ties to Iran, which means reducing the power of the Shiitesin Iraq
and bringing the Sunni tribes back into the Iragi political framework.
Certainly, it would be a good thing for Iraq if a heathier balance between
Sunnis, Shiites and Kurds could be established in Baghdad. But it isn't at all
clear if Maliki understands what he has to do to begin the process of true
political reconciliation. So it's more likely that the Third Battle of Fallujah
will be more of the same: Maliki will use the tribes as a battering ram, retake
the city and then fall back on his usua policy of keeping Irag's Sunnis at
arm'’s length and away from any real power. Which means that at some point
there's likely to be a Fourth Battle of Falujah, and others elsewhere.
In the meantime, members of Congress and Obama administration officials
seem to agree that the United States needs to be involved more deeply in
Iraq. Yesterday, Brett McGurk, the State Department’s top official for policy|
toward Iraq and Iran, told a committee of Congress that the United States is
looking to get involved in training Iragi forces “in Jordan or in the region.” In
other words, Washington is hoping that Maliki is so desperate to solve the cri-
sisin Fallujah that he'll turn to the United States for help. But make no mis-
take: The primary goal of the United States in Irag—and in the civil war in
Syria, too—is to undermine Iran’s regiona influence. (Irag, as has been
widely reported, is allowing Iranian forces to overfly Irag's air space to aid its
alies in the government of Syria's Bashar al-Assad, and Iragi Shiite militias
have traveled to Syria to fight on Assad’s behalf—against the selfsame Sunni
and Al Qaedalinked rebels in Syria that are now occupying Fallujah!)

According to the Wall Street Journal, there are more than 5,000 American con- &
tractors in Irag, and “those numbers don't account for scores of military con-| @

tractors working in Iraq as part of US-approved foreign military sales that pro-
vide the Iragi government with helicopters, missiles and other critical sup-
port.”

*Bob Dreyfuss: acontributing editor for The Nation magazine, is an investigative journalist living
in Cape May, New Jersey and New York, specializing in politics and national security. He is the
author of Devil's Game: How the United States Helped Unleash Fundamentalist Islam, and has writ-
ten frequently for Rolling Stone, The American Prospect, and Mother Jones.
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Could too much sugar be deadly?
The biggest US study of its kind
suggests the answer is yes, at least
when it comes to fatal heart prob-
lems.

It doesn’t take all that much extra
sugar, hidden in many processed
foods, to substantially raise the risk,
the researchers found, and most
Americans eat more than the safest
amount.

Being in the highest risk category
in the study means your chance of
dying prematurely from heart prob-
lems is nearly three times greater
than for people who eat only foods
with little added sugar.

For someone who normally eats
2,000 calories daily, even consum-
ing two 340-gram cans of soda sub-
stantially increases the risk. For
most American adults, sodas and
other sugary drinks are the main
source of added sugar.

Lead author Quanhe Yang of the
US Centers of Disease Control and
Prevention called the results sober-
ing and said it's the first nationally
representative study to examine the
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Not so sweet: Sudy links sugar, heart disease deaths

issue.

Scientists aren’t certain exactly how
sugar may contribute to deadly heart
problems, but it has been shown to
increase blood pressure and levels of
unhealthy cholesterol and triglyce-
rides; and also may increase signs of
inflammation linked with heart dis-
ease, said Rachel Johnson, head of
the American Heart Association’s
nutrition committee and a University
of Vermont nutrition professor.
Yang and colleagues analyzed
national health surveys between 1988
and 2010 that included questions
about people’s diets. The authors
used national death data to calculate
risks of dying during 15 years of fol-
low-up.

Overall, more than 30,000 American
adults aged 44 on average were
involved.

Previous studies have linked diets
high in sugar with increased risks for
non-fatal heart problems, and with
obesity, which can also lead to heart

trouble. But in the new study, obesity
didn't explain the link between sug-
ary diets and death. That link was
found even in normal-weight people
who ate lots of added sugar.
“Too much sugar does not just make
us fat; it can also make us sick,” said
Laura Schmidt, a health policy spe-
ciaist at the University of California,
San Francisco. She wrote an editorial
accompanying the study in Monday’s
JAMA Internal Medicine.
The researchers focused on sugar
added to processed foods or drinks, or
sprinkled in coffee or cereal. Even
foods that don't taste sweet have
added sugar, including many brands
of packaged bread, tomato sauce and
salad dressing. Naturally occurring
sugar, in fruit and some other foods,
wasn't counted.
Most health experts agree that too
much sugar isn't healthy, but there is
no universal consensus on how much
istoo much.

US government dietary guidelines

*

issued in 2010 say “empty” calories
including those from added sugars
should account for no more than 15
percent of total daily calories.
The average number of daily calories
from added sugar among US adults
was about 15 percent toward the end
of the study, dlightly lower than in
previous years.

The authors divided participants into
five categories based on sugar intake,
from less than 10 percent of daily cal-
ories — the safest amount — to more
than 25 percent.

Most adults exceed the safest level;
and for 1 in 10 adults, added sugar
accounts for at least 25 percent of
daily calories, the researchers said.
The researchers had death data on
almost 12,000 adults, including 831
who died from heart disease during
the 15-year follow-up. They took into
account other factors known to con-
tribute to heart problems, including
smoking, inactivity and excess
weight, and still found risks for sugar.
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As sugar intake increased, risks climbed
steeply.

Adults who got at least 25 percent of
their calories from added sugar were
amost three times more likely to die of
heart problems than those who con-
sumed the least — less than 10 percent.
For those who got more than 15 percent
— or the equivalent of about two cans of
sugary soda out of 2,000 calories daily
— the risk was almost 20 percent higher
than the safest level.
Sugar caories quickly add up: One tea-
spoon has about 16 calories;, one 12-
ounce can of non-diet soda contains has
about 9 teaspoons of sugar or about 140
calories; many cinnamon rolls have
about 13 teaspoons of sugar; one scoop
of chocolate ice cream has about 5 tea-
spoons of sugar.
Dr. Jonathan Purnell, a professor at Ore-
gon Hedth & Science University’'s
Knight Cardiovascular Institute, said
while the research doesn’t prove “sugar
can cause you to die of a heart attack,” it
adds to a growing body of circumstantial
evidence suggesting that limiting sugar
intake can lead to healthier, longer lives.
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Robotsto repl ace human
laborers ‘in 10 years

Artificial intelligence and robots are expected to replace humans in the next
10 years, an expert revealed at the United Arab Emirates Government Sum-
mit on Tuesday12-2-2014.

“The world is no longer changing every 100 years,” said Dr. Peter Diaman-
dis, Co-Founder of Singularity University and Founder of the X-Prize.
The future of state-run services in the UAE has been discussed at the a
three-day Summit, which began on Monday and is hosting high-profile
UAE and international delegates and speakers include royalty, senior gov-
ernment officials and corporate bosses.

The expert said that as a result of technology evolving constantly, studies
have predicted that 40 percent of the future 500 companies will no longer
existin 10 years.

Speaking during a Summit session titled during a session titled ‘ The World
in 2050," Diamandis said: “Robots will enter every aspect of our daily life
and we are not talking about in 45 to 50 years we are talking about now,
they already exist now and they are being used now,” as quoted by Gulf
News.

“Let us look at the Osborne computer, a portable computer mostly used by
accountants in 1982, 25 years later, in 2007, it was replaced by smart-
phones. So in another 25 years, 2032, you can only imagine the change, the
internet will be everywhere.”

“Right now the only constant is change, and change is moving at an
increasing rate,” he added.

Diamandis predicts that artificial intelligence (Al) similar to iPhone’s Siri
will be responsible for taking jobs from humans in the near future.
“Al can today do most of the things that humans can do, they can think bet-
ter than humans, they can translate and understand 85 languages and they
can read and write so it is predicted that they will take 50 per cent of
human’sjobsin 10 years,” said Diamandis.

The expert said robots will also be responsible for the loss of 50 percent of
the jobs in the service sector in 10 years as they will compete with
imported labor sources as the cost of labor will drop to just the cost of
power.

Smart gover nment

Up for discussion at the summit has been how UAE government services
can adopt technology and managerial success stories from the public and
private sectors.

In a video presentation on Monday, Dubai Crown Prince Sheikh Hamdan
Bin Mohammad Bin Rashid a-Maktoum, showcased how technological
advancements aim to improve the lives of residents by 2021. The initiative
aims to create a single-window system that will allow people seamless
access to all government services.

Education and healthcare challenges in the Gulf state have also topped the
agenda, including how private industry partnerships can cut costs, as well
as using technology to enhance services.

Round-the-clock government services and apps for smart devices have
been highlighted as well.

Dronedédliveries

In a move to further bolster its government services, the UAE announced
on Monday plans to use unmanned aerial drones to deliver official docu-
ments and packages to its citizens.

The drone project was unveiled by Mohammed al-Gergawi, a minister of
cabinet affairs.

“The UAE will try to deliver its government services through drones. This
isthefirst project of itskind in the world,” Gergawi said, according to Reu-
ters news agency.

The drone service could be introduced across the UAE within a year, Ger-
gawi said, adding that the vehicles would be tested for durability and effi-
ciency in Dubai for six months.

“Within a year from now we will understand the capabilities of the system
and what sort of services, and how far we can deliver. Eventually a new
product will be launched across all the country,” Gergawi said.
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sends Thunder
reeling

OKLAHOMA CITY: TheLos

Angeles Clippers showed they are a
strong contender for the NBA West-
ern Conference title by winning 125-
117 at Conference leader Oklahoma
City on Sunday 2-23-2014, with
Jamal Crawford scoring 36 points.
The result moved the Clippers 3
games clear atop the Pacific Division,
while the Thunder’slead in the
Northwest was trimmed to 4-1/2
games ahead of Portland, which
staged a creditable comeback win
over Minnesota despite being without
leading scorer LaMarcus Aldridge.
Among other key results, Houston
edged Phoenix with a last-gasp 3-
pointer, and Miami comfortably beat
Chicago even without an injured
LeBron James.

The Clippers recorded the highest
score of any team against Oklahoma
City this season, with Matt Barnes
contributing 24 points.

Oklahoma City overcame a 15-point
deficit late in the third quarter to take
a 115-112 lead with 2:43 to play, but
the Clippers controlled the game
from there. Kevin Durant had 42
points and 10 assists for the Thunder,
which has been unable to rekindle
momentum since the All-Star break.
Houston moved within 2 games of
the Southwest Division lead by pip-
ping Phoenix 115-112, with Patrick
Beverley sinking the go-ahead 3-
pointer with 34.3 seconds | eft.
Beverley then made two free throws
that boosted Houston’s lead to 113-
110 with 20 seconds to go before
Goran Dragic scored on a layup to
cut it to 113-112 with 14.7 seconds to
play. Donatas Matiejunas sank two
free throws with 14.1 seconds left to
complete the scoring.

Dragic scored a career-high 35 points
for the Suns, but missed a 3 at the
buzzer. Dwight Howard scored 25 for
the Rockets, who trailed by 10 enter-
ing the fourth quarter.

Miami beat Chicago 93-79, with
Chris Bosh and Dwyane Wade mak-
ing up for the absence of James, who
broke his nose in Thursday’s win at
Oklahoma City. Bosh had 28 points
and 10 rebounds, and Wade added 23
points, 10 rebounds and seven assists
to help the Heat to victory in their
first home game for three weeks.
Joakim Noah had 20 points, 15
rebounds and four blocks for Chi-
cago, which had won fivein arow.
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L otus enter s motorcycle business
with stunning " hyper bike

Alex Lloyd By Alex
Lloyd - Motoramic -
Yahoo
Ever since firing its
CEO Dany Bahar in
June 2012 and reporting
a near $200 million
loss, Lotus has sought
to find solid footing.
One way the British
marque planned  to
achieve this was by
entering the motorcycle
business, promising to deliver a Lotus "hyper bike," built by German race
team Kodewa and the Holzer Group, by the turn of the year.
And here it is, the Lotus C-01. A true stunner that isn't really a Lotus at all.
The storied sports car maker has become more of a branding company than
the automotive innovator it once was, enlisting others to do the heavy lifting
while licensing the Lotus name for the sheet metal. This was evident in the
2010 IndyCar season, slapping Lotus logos on the carbon body that covered
the Honda powerplant (they did enter an engine in 2012, although I'm not
sure Lotus wants to be reminded of that). In Formula One, the Lotus F1 team
is powered by Renault, and according to Lotus most recent press release, the
C-01 bike "is not designed, engineered or produced by Group Lotus" at al.
It remains another licensing deal where Lotus plays consultant, with Kodewa
producing the bike and Holzer handling development. The glorious retro
exterior was designed by Daniel Simon, the man behind awvesome "Tron:
Legacy" bike that glowed blue. It features carbon-fiber and integrated tita-
nium, along with aerospace-quality steel. Powered by a 2-cylinder, four-
stroke V-twin motor delivering 200 hp, weighing atick under 400 Ibs., the C-
01 promises to be as racy as the Lotus name depicts.
Only 100 bikes will be produced, and Lotusis yet to revea pricing.
(Tranglation: Outrageous.) A range of colors will be available, from the John
Player Special black and gold from Senna's early years to the legendary Brit-
ish racing green from Jim Clark's latter. The Martini livery looks more Lan-
ciathan Lotus (Lotus had a darker background on its Martini F1 car), but it's
nonethel ess sensational. No word on whether glow-in-the-dark Tron blue will
be an option. Does it matter that it's not technically a Lotus? Well, that
depends on your view. What we know for sure is it's about as stunning a
motorbike as one could imagine, which isn't surprising given its designer. It may not
have the strongest business, but Lotus still knows how to get attention.

Honda ending CR-Z, Insight sales
in Europe

Death by diesel? That may be the epitaph of the Honda Insight and CR-Z in
Europe, where the Japanese automaker will discontinue sales of the two
hybrid models before to the 2015 model-year. A Honda spokesman con-
firmed the discontinuation to Automotive News, and information on those
models has been taken off of Honda's official websites in Germany, Spain
and Italy. The European embrace of all things diesel and fuel efficient as well
as competition from Toyota are the primary culprits.

The cancellation is not a surprise. Insight sales in Europe fell a whopping 62
percent last year while CR-Z sales there plunged 66 percent. Combined, both
models sold less than 2,000 units in Europe last year, Automotive News says,
citing JATO Dynamics. Honda is having trouble moving the Jazz Hybrid
(also known as the Fit) in Europe as well. European sales declined about 40
percent last year to around 4,500 units. Those numbers compare rather unfa-
vorably to a 43 percent surge in Toyota's hybrid sales in Europe to about
153,000 units. The Insight may face the same fate in the US. Last year, US
Insight sales fell 18 percent to 4,802 units, a small, small challenge to the
more than 234,000 Toyota Prius variants sold in the US in 2013. Honda has
not made an official statement on the Insight's fate here, but the sales are
speaking for themselves. News Source: Automotive News - sub. reqg
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LONDON: “12 Yearsa Slave,” the distressing tale of a man sold into slavery,
was the big winner at the Baftas on Sunday, giving the Steve McQueen
directed picture a huge pre-Oscars boost.

The film, adapted from Solomon Northup’s 1853 memoir, took the coveted
best film prize at a star-studded ceremony at London’s Roya Opera House.

It scored an earlier success when British actor Chiwetel Ejiofor, who portrays
free black man Northup as he is kidnapped and enslaved in the United States,
walked away with the best actor prize.

Ejiofor said he was “ so deeply honored and privileged” to receive the award
and praised McQueen.

“Thisisyours by theway, | know that, you know that,” he told the director.
“I’'m going to keep it but it's yours.”

London-born McQueen used his acceptance speech to thank his “one and
only mother” and to highlight the issue of modern day slavery.

“There are 21 million peoplein slavery aswe sit here,” he explained. “I just
hope 150 years from now our ambivalence will not allow another film-maker
to make thisfilm.”

McQueen’'s work beat off competition from crime-comedy “American Hus-
tle,” pirate drama*“Captain Phillips,” space sci-fi thriller “Gravity” and
“Philomena,” the tale of an Irishwoman searching for a son taken by nuns.
However, “Philomena” did win in the adapted screenplay category. Leading
actor Steve Coogan praised the “real PhilomenaLee,” revealing that she was
in the audience.

Rising star Jennifer Lawrence won the best supporting actress award for her
rolein “American Hustle” and Barkhad Abdi claimed the best supporting
actor prize for his portrayal of a Somali piratein “Captain Phillips.”
McQueen missed out on the best director award, which instead went to Mexi-
can Alfonso Cuaron for “Gravity.”

Accepting his award, he said: “You can not tell from my accent but | consider
myself apart of the British film industry.”

The stellar adventure enjoyed a hugely successful evening, receiving six
prizes.

Australian Cate Blanchett paid tribute to | ate colleague Philip Seymour Hoff-
man, caling him “acontinual profound touchstone,” as she claimed her best
actress award for her part in Woody Allen’s “Blue Jasmine.”

“Phil, buddy, thisis for you, you bastard,” she said. “| hope you' re proud.”
The British Academy of Film and Television Arts awards are the highlight of
the British film calendar and a useful guide to which way the Academy
Awards might go on March 2.

Hollywood stars including Angelina Jolie and Brad Pitt rubbed shoulders
with British royalty at the glitzy ceremony.

The superstar couple made an unexpected appearance on the red carpet in
matching tuxedos and signed autographs for hordes of fans camped outside
the venue. Bafta president Prince William was also at the ceremony, which
was hosted for aninth time by actor Stephen Fry.

He opened proceedings with atribute to Helen Mirren, who received Bafta's
highest accolade, the Academy Fellowship “in recognition of her exceptional
contribution to film.”

Mirren, who has played Elizabeth 11 on stage and screen, was presented with
the award by William, who called her “an extremely talented British actress
who | should probably call granny.”
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Moonlit African
migrantsimage wins
World Press Photo

AMSTERDAM - A moonlit image of
migrants trying to get mobile phone signals
on a Djibouti beach on Last Friday won the,
World Press Photo of the Year award for US
photographer John Stanmeyer.
A 19-member jury awarded the prestigious
prize for the haunting photograph of African
migrants holding phones up to the sky to
capture a signal so they can call home, as
they make their way to a hoped-for better life

in Europe.

s 02| 7

Britain’s Prince Charles

performs*‘Ardah’ sword
dancein Saudi

Cs diia 5 (J 5 E Ay p g ol
Jgoagqa;jtud—!zbg(w_ll
S b e iy wa 33l A gloee
m»;\jmm\»uwguuv

AL‘.«/u‘JA.._..: C,ﬂ)uuj_;w
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RIYADH - Britain's Prince Charles, dressed
in a traditional Saudi robe and a checkered
red and white keffiyeh, joined members of
Saudi Arabias royal family in performing
the "Ardah" sword dance near Riyadh.
Charles, who arrived Monday on his second
visit to the kingdom in a year, swayed his
sword to the rhythm of drumbeats at the
annual cultural and heritage Al-Janadriya
festival, late on Tuesday near Riyadh.

He was accompanied in the dance by several
princes, including deputy prime minister
Mogren bin Abdul Aziz and National Guard
chief Prince Mitaab, who is King Abdullah's
son. The Prince of Wales, in a regional tour
without his wife Camilla, early Wednesday
visited Al-Dir'iyah, the first capital of the
Saudi dynasty where the remains of many
palaces and restored buildings are located.
The heir to the British throne met during his
Saudi visit with several Saudi officials,
including Foreign Minister Prince Saud al-
Faisa.He was to head to Qatar later on
Wednesday.

Arab poetry suffers
great loss with passing
of L ebanese poet Ounsi

al-Hajj

BEIRUT - Leba-
nese poet Ounsi
a-Hajj, who
| pi the
~ use of free verse
|in Arabic poetry
|in the 20th cen-
tury, died Tues
day aged 77, his
family said.
"His health had deteriorated in recent days.
He was suffering from colon cancer and died
on Tuesday afternoon, surrounded by his
family at hishome," arelative said.
Akl a-Awit, editor of Lebanese daily An-
Nahar's cultural supplement, called the death
a"great loss for Arab poetry.”
Hajj was born in Beirut on June 27 1937. His
father was journalist and translator Louis al-
Hajj and his mother was Mary Aga. He mar-
ried Leila Daou in 1957 and they had two
children named Nada and Louis.
Hajj was a founding member, along with
poets Yousef a-Khal and Adonis, of the liter-
ary magazine "Shaar" (Poetry).
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