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Qatar and the US have enjoyed close economic
ties since the early 1990s, largely due to the
two countries’ consistent economic policies. In
2010, the American Chamber of Commerce
established the first-ever foreign chamber of
commerce in Qatar.

The economic relationship

is multifaceted: Qatar and the US signed a
Trade and Investment Framework Agreement
in April of 2004, and our two nations now
trade more than $6.3 billion dollars in goods
each year. In 2014, Qatar imported $5.3 billion
of American products, making it the fourth
largest importer of American goods in the Mid-
dle East. Qatar fully expects to continue to be a
valued economic partner in the foreseeable
future.

Qatar and the US maintain a cooperative
approach to energy (oil and gas) investment
and development. Even as numerous energy
giants develop oil and gas resources in Qatar,
Qatar is assisting in key developments in the
US, including the Golden Pass LNG export ter-
minal in Texas co-ventured by ExxonMobil
and Qatar Petroleum.

In March 2014, 21 US business leaders accom-
panied US Secretary of Commerce Penny
Pritzker on her trade mission in the Middle
East, which ended with a visit to Qatar.

Qatar’s landmark $700 million investment in
the CityCenterDC development in Washington,
DC was one of the country’s first investments
in the US property market.

Qatar’s investments are diverse — the coun-
try has invested in technology, media and
entertainment, energy, retail, real estate devel-
opment and more.

The Qatar Investment Authority (QIA) aims
to increase and strengthen investments in the
US, with plans to invest $35 billion in the US
market over the next five years, creating thou-
sands of American jobs.

In September 2015, QIA opened its first US
office in New York City in order to better
access new and existing investment partners.
Qatar and the US inaugurated their first US-
Qatar Economic and Investment Dialogue in
October of 2015, marking a milestone in the
bilateral economic relationship between the
two countries. The dialogue will serve as an
annual forum for convening key decision mak-
ers to identify concrete steps to bolster finan-
cial, investment, and economic relations.

Humanitarian Ties

When, in 2005, the Louisiana city of New
Orleans suffered a devastating hurricane — Hur-
ricane Katrina — Qatar provided one of the
largest single recovery packages to New
Orleans. The $100 million donation was
divided between educational, health, humani-
tarian and religious organizations. Some of the
key recipients included:

Xavier College, the only historically black
Catholic college in the US, which received a
$17.5 million donation.

The Children’s Hospital, which received a
$5.3 million donation — the biggest gift the
hospital had ever received.

Numerous Catholic churches, mosques, a
Hindu temple and a synagogue.

The Qatar Katrina Fund was a borderless act
of humanitarianism still remembered today by
those who were assisted. The Embassy in
Washington DC also supports US arts and edu-
cation programs, and is very involved in the
local community. The Embassy frequently
donates both time and money to support local
causes — including the local public school pro-
grams, area art museums, and numerous
humanitarian organizations.

Global Intermediary

Qatar also acts as a conciliator and an
intermediary for the international coali-
tion against terrorism whenever such
negotiations are appropriate and serve
the interests of peace. This role reflects
Qatar’s deep-rooted values:
to seek peaceful resolutions of inter-
national disputes
to support the right of self determina-
tion to cooperate with peace-loving
peoples Qatar’s ultimate position — as a
stable, long-term partner in the War on
Terror — will continue generating trust
on a daily basis in the West and
throughout the world.

The blockade on Qatar is a smoke-
screen. Here’s what’s behind it.

* By Meshal bin Hamad Al-Thani

Meshal bin Hamad Al-Thani is Qatar’s
ambassador to the United States.

Today is Day 18 of the diplomatic, eco-
nomic and social blockade of Qatar by
several of its Arab neighbors, and so far,
no conditions for the lifting of the block-
ade have been presented to us. On Tues-
day, State Department spokeswoman
Heather Nauert said: “The more time
goes by, the more doubt is raised about
the actions taken by Saudi Arabia and
the UAE [United Arab Emirates].

At this point we are left with one sim-
ple question: Were the actions really
about their concerns regarding Qatar’s
alleged support for terrorism, or were
they about the long-simmering grie-
vances between and among the GCC
[Gulf Cooperation Council] countries?”

Our government has maintained, from
Day 1, that the blockade has nothing to
do with the accusations that have been
leveled against Qatar. The allegations
that Qatar supports terrorism and that
Qatar is a secret ally of Iran are, as the
State Department suspects, just a smoke-
screen for an attempt to infringe upon
Qatar’s sovereignty and punish Qatar for
its independence.

Saudi Arabia and the UAE have por-
trayed their anti-Qatar campaign as an
attempt to force Qatar to abandon its
“support for terrorists,” though they
know that we do not, have not and never
will support terrorism. They know ter-
rorism poses just as much of a threat to
Qatar as it does to Saudi Arabia, the
UAE and every other nation.

The second big lie in this smear cam-

paign is that Qatar is a secret ally of Iran.

The Saudis, the UAE and every govern-
ment in the Gulf maintain diplomatic
and trade relations with Iran. In fact,
Iran’s biggest trading partner is the
nation now leading the anti-Qatar block-
ade: the UAE. But more important,
Qatar has been providing vital support to
the opposition in Syria — which is bat-

tling against government forces
allied with Iran. Behind the smoke-
screen, we believe that the blockad-
ing nations are seeking to isolate
and punish Qatar for our indepen-
dence and to retaliate against us for
supporting the true aspirations of
people against tyrants and dictators.
There must always be a doorway
to end discord, and Qatar has
always believed that dialogue,
negotiation and compromise are
solutions to violence and conflict.
We have fostered those discussions
through an “open-door” foreign pol-
icy throughout our history.
Delegations from the Palestinian
Authority, Hamas, Israel, the Tali-
ban, the Muslim Brotherhood and
representatives of Western govern-
ments have all sat at the negotiating
table in Doha for peaceful discus-
sions on the major issues confront-
ing the Middle East. This open-door
policy allows us to intercede on
behalf of governments, such as the
United States, that from time to
time need to engage but have no
communication channels of their
own. Qatar has long been the
region’s central negotiating table,
and for that we will not apologize.
The blockading countries claim

that our willingness to engage with these
groups implies our support for their ide-
ologies and agendas. It does not. In fact,
our views are often diametrically
opposed to the groups we host in Doha.
One cannot find, let alone reach, the
negotiating table if the door is closed.

The blockading countries are clearly
seeking to drive a wedge between Qatar
and the United States for their own polit-
ical gain. Were it to succeed, this could
have profoundly negative effects on
efforts to combat the Islamic State and
other threats in the region and around the
world. As the Qatari government has
made clear, and as Secretary of State Rex
Tillerson’s recent remarks indicate, these
countries will not succeed in diverting
either the United States or Qatar from
this critical mission.

As the U.S. government has made
clear, American officials know that Qatar
is a reliable ally and a strong partner for
the United States, in good times and in
bad. They know that we are an active
participant in the U.S.-led coalition
against the Islamic State and that we
work closely with U.S. security agencies
to identify suspected terrorists and inter-
dict sources of terrorism finance. They
further recognize the important role
Qatar played in hosting Al Udeid Air
Base at a time when other nations in the
Middle East denied the United States a
military presence on their soil.

Qatar’s policies are rational, moral and
just, and our efforts to foster dialogue
and oppose tyranny will lead to a better
future not only for our people but also
for the world. Qatar has the right to chart
its own course, without the interference
of other nations, and that is what we can
and will do. The door to the negotiating
table will stay open.

June 2017 -Volume : 5 - Iss :54 :suall — Lwalall Ll — 2 Y-V 55

@sdl 15 aJIARAB AMERICAN TODAY el alsa

WWW.ARABAMERICANTODAY.NET 6



QATAR-US RELATIONS

Overview

When in February 2015, His Highness the
Amir of Qatar, Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad
bin Khalifa Al Thani visited Washington,
DC, he arrived with a clear and insistent
message: Qatar is ready to play a pivotal
and long-term role in ensuring peace and
stability in the Middle East.

His Highness the Amir’s visit represented
the latest important chapter in Qatari-US
relations. Relations between the two coun-
tries have always been friendly since diplo-
matic relations were established in 1972 and
the US opened its diplomatic mission in
Doha. HH the Amir’s visit was preceded by
visits by Qatar’s Minister of Finance and the
Minister of Foreign Affairs. The Qatar-US
relationship was strengthened during the
1991 Gulf War when the two countries
signed a defense cooperation agreement,
and further cemented during the Kuwaiti
conflict, which underscored the need for

even stronger bilateral relations and coop-
eration on multiple diplomatic and secur-
ity fronts.

Since 1992, Qatari-US relations have
continuously grown at multiple levels:
political, military, economic, health, cultu-
ral, and educational.

In May 2015, His Highness the Amir
participated in a series of White House
and Camp David Meetings with represen-
tatives from other GCC countries to dis-
cuss with US President Barack Obama
ways to enhance the US-GCC regional
partnership and deepen security coopera-
tion.

The Qatar-US relationship is built on
trust. It is a relationship that demonstrably
serves the interests of both nations as well
as the greater good of global and regional
peace.

Political Relations

Both Qatar and the US have taken direct
steps to build mutual confidence and to
reinforce an enduring political friendship.
Through a series of high-level consulta-
tions over the past quarter-century, the
two nations have partnered on key initia-
tives that directly affect the Middle East.

As a result, Qatar’s diplomatic initia-
tives — affecting regional interests in
Yemen, Sudan, Somalia, and elsewhere —
now have the express support of the US
Government.

In addition to the visit to Washington
DC by HH the Amir of Qatar and the
GCC Camp David meetings in 2015, ear-
lier significant events that have strength-
ened our political ties include:

In 1997, HH the Amir of Qatar, Sheikh
Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani, made the
first visit to the US, followed by other
official visits at various levels.

HE the Minister of Foreign Affairs has
visited Washington several times, most

recently in May of 2015. Other visits to
Washington have been made on a regular
basis by senior officials of Qatar’s various
ministries and institutions.

Hillary Clinton, former US Secretary of
State, visited Doha in January 2011, and cur-
rent US Secretary of State John Kerry visited
in February 2015.

A number of US senior officials at various
levels of the Department of State, Depart-
ment of Treasury, and Department of Energy,
along with members and staff of the US Con-
gress, have visited Qatar to participate in
conferences and forums held in Doha and in
the meetings of Qatari-US educational and
cultural exchange programs.

Qatar and the US will continue to build on
this firm foundation through ongoing visits
and by freely exchanging ideas for further
joint initiatives.

Economic Ties
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America will regret helping

Medea Benjamin

USA Kills Yemeni People”, screams graffiti
plastered on walls in Yemen’s capital Sana’a.
The Yemeni people who have been on the
receiving end of US bombs dropped by Saudi
pilots know all too well that the United States
is complicit in their suffering.

The intense anti-US sentiment in Yemen
should be a wake-up call for Americans: if
you don’t care about the millions of suffering
Yemenis, you might think about the future
blowback.

Two US Senators, the Republican Rand
Paul and the Democrat Chris Murphy, under-
stand full well the implications and have been
trying to halt the weapons sales. “The United

States has no business supporting a war
that has only served to embolden our ter-
rorist enemies, exacerbate a humanitarian
crisis, and incite fear and anger among
the Yemeni people toward the United
States. This will come back to haunt us,”
warned Murphy.

Unfortunately, the Trump administra-
tion and the majority of US senators have
failed to heed their call. On 13 June, their
resolution to stop the Saudi sale of preci-
sion-guided munitions was narrowly
defeated by a 53-47 vote.

The vote broke down mainly along
party lines, with four Republicans and
five Democrats breaking ranks. It also
broke down along another divide: peace
and humanitarian aid groups v the Trump

administration, lobbyists for the Saudi gov-
ernment and the weapons industry.

Paul, an anti-interventionist Republican
pushing the resolution, railed against the sen-
ators who were more concerned about the
jobs the weapons manufacturers could gener-
ate than the lives of Yemeni children. “I am
embarrassed that people are talking about
making a buck while 17 million people are
threatened with famine,” he said.

He didn’t mention that many of the sena-
tors, Democrats and Republicans alike, have
taken tens of thousands of dollars in cam-
paign contributions from the same corpora-
tions benefitting from the sales.

Despite the loss, the vote reflected an
unprecedented level of Senate opposition to
the sale. A similar effort during Obama’s
presidency failed 71-27. “Today’s vote total
would have been unthinkable not long ago,
but Congress is finally taking notice that
Saudi Arabia is using US munitions to delib-
erately hit civilian targets inside Yemen,”
Murphy said.

The more cynical interpretation would be
that Democrats are more willing to criticize
Saudi weapons sales under a Trump adminis-
tration than under a Democratic one.

Yemenis are desperate to end this conflict,
now in its third year. Nearly 19 million peo-
ple require assistance and 6.8 million are at
risk of famine. This has been compounded by
a cholera outbreak that has surpassed 124,000

halt to the sale of munitions that would be
used in Yemen and pulled back on US
logistical support.

Donald Trump has been quick to
resume weapons sales, bragging about
clinching an enormous $110bn deal dur-
ing his trip to the kingdom in May. With
the growing chorus against US support to
the Saudis, the royal family promised
Trump that their military would undergo
rigorous US training to reduce civilian
casualties, signing a $750m training pro-
gram.

The Saudis also agreed that US advis-
ers would sit in their air operations con-
trol center; previously, only a small US
team was allowed to operate from another
office to coordinate logistical assistance.

But US training or having a seat in the
operations control center will not stop the
conflict; only a ceasefire and political
talks will do that. In December 2015, UN
peace talks were launched in conjunction
with a ceasefire but no agreement was
reached; the same happened in October
2016. The United Nations Security
Council is now making another attempt to
address the conflict, calling on all parties
to allow unhindered access to humanitar-
ian supplies, to keep all ports functioning
(especially the critical port of Hudaidah,
which the Saudis have threatened to take
from Houthi control), and to make a

Saudi Arabia bomb Yemen

cases and is projected to double every two
weeks. Almost half the country’s medical
facilities have been destroyed. A Yemeni
child dies every 10 minutes from the com-
bined effects of hunger and lack of medical
facilities.

Saudi forces have targeted farms, food
facilities, water infrastructure, marketplaces,
and even the port of Hudaidah, where most
of the humanitarian aid was entering the
country. Meanwhile, extremist groups such as
al-Qaida and Isis have seized upon the chaos
to expand their reach.

US backing for the Saudi-led intervention
against the Yemeni Houthi rebels is not new.
But after Saudi Arabia bombed a funeral pro-
cession in October 2016 that resulted in 150
causalities, the Obama administration put a

good-faith attempt to find a political solu-
tion.

This is where the United States should
be putting its efforts. People in the region
understand that until there is a serious US
interest in a political solution, it won’t
happen. Even if Trump is only interested
in “putting America first”, he would do
well to stop being involved in dropping
bombs on Yemenis and instead use his
“art of the deal” to join with the United
Nations in ending this catastrophic con-
flict.

* Medea Benjamin (born Susan Benjamin; September 10,
1952) is an American political activist, best known for co-
founding Code Pink and, along with activist and author
Kevin Danaher, the fair trade advocacy group Global
Exchange. Benjamin was also the Green Party candidate in
California in 2000 for the United States Senate. She cur-
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PACKAGE A

22 AUGUST - 8 SEPTEMBER
- MADINAH 3 NIGHTS IN AL MUNA

- MANASIK MINA AND ARAFAT &
NIBHTS IH ‘Inl'lP BMHIPS

ABLE DUHING THESE DAYS

NO AZIZIA

FLIGHTS FROM DTW,

ORD, & JFK INCLUDED

- MANARA

KAREEM RADISSON 5 STAR HOTEL

- MAKKAH 11 NIGHTS IN HYATT RE-
EEIHELE STAR HOTEL ACROSS FROM

GENCY HOTEL AVAIL-

STARTING FROM $10,600

PACKAGE B

22 AUGUST - B SEPTEMBER

- MADINAH 3 NIGHTS IN MILLENNI-
UM AL ADEEQ 5 STAR HOTEL

- MAKKAH 11 NIGHTS IN SHERATON
EAS;:I'?! HOTEL 100 METERS FROM

- MANASIK 5 NIGHTS IN UPGRADED
NORTH AMERICAN CAMPS

- HOTEL ACCOMDDATIONS
AVAILABLE DURING MANASIK

NO AZIZIA
STARTING FROM $7,400

AWEL |

Al

PACKAGE B2

25 AUGUST - 12 SEPTEMBER

- MAKKAH 11 NIGHTS IN SHERATON
5 STAR HOTEL 100 METERS FROM
HARAM

- MADINAH B NIGHTS IN MILLENNI-
UM AL AQEEQ 5 STAR HOTEL

- MANASIK 6 NIGHTS IN UPGRADED
NORTH AMERICAN CAMPS
- HOTEL ACCOMODATIONS
AVAILABLE OURING MANASIK

NO AZIZIA
STARTING FROM S7,800

- BREAKFAST AND DINNER SERVED DAILY AT ALL MAKKAH AND MADINAH HOTELS -

- 3 MEALS DAILY & TRANSPORTATION VIA AIR-CONDITIONED BUSSES -
- HAJJ AND SACRIFICE FEES NOT INCLUDED -

2011 /.

- MADINAH 3 NIGHTS IN MUBARAK
HOTEL 3 STAR HOTEL

- MAKKAH 15 NIGHTS IN AZIZIA
HOTEL

- MANASIK 5 NIGHTS IN UPGRADED
NORTH AMERICAN CAMPS

STARTING FROM $5,200

PACKAGE C

22 AUGUST - 8 SEPTEMBER

- HOTEL ACCOMODATIONS
AVAILABLE DURING MANASIK

RELIGIOUS SCHOLARS

ESCORTING GROUPS

VIEW ALL PACKAGE INFO AT MANARATRAVEL.COM

49  June 2017 -Volume : 5 - Iss :54 :uuall — Lwslall &l —a YW s

@l q5 aJIARAB AMERICAN TODAY gupclldlsa WWWARABAMERICANTODAY NET



Cqsg\djww\dﬁ\yiojumj%
Lu\:;JLJ\qu ‘J)Mbb\uwb.l.u-j
D»L,l;uwuwdsusw

U“)’\ Mo»\g@daagu&)m@\ﬁ;
4@&J\jcwﬂlwc}5uuy\,¢-\
k@bjw\u}:qu‘@du\j‘@ua;w,
awu\asju\jtﬂ}wg \Mgw
‘J}JMJY‘M‘WQ\UBW‘&
UM\:—L@@J\JUA&ABJMJY\JFY\
M‘y@df—w\y\ﬂb& L.M.ujl\
QMSJ.\)‘Y‘

ol9sYl

v(«pw\jﬂtﬁW\guwﬂu&m
Wl OV Jpand Vg o sl Y 5 sl e guaiy
sda 1Y ) s (S ST Bl V)
Ll dslo g AV ) ks ol ke
@;A\L;rsytubw\&\jwu\
J)LMML@&W&\;)UJY\@U
o iyl WAL QLA m 155 3 S
DA 31,80 U J51 ~JU fo
p—@J“MdJJ‘JjJ‘LSM(‘JWCJ‘UéJ‘y‘
G B J g M et e ]
LU B, oolsl Sl OF JJ L 5,La) Luss s
éf‘ﬁ\cwé\&bwuwb‘_;}sdﬁj
JU.\JS\JA}ULQ}.UU(WY‘ R

n:)jbu.“j ASJL«J.\ ajb c.wj-' L@\M@l\ u\jé}“

¢ ac.u:__é\ Sl sl M5 o Ll W gy
Cals a1y 4 ) 92! Lad O sladly BN A

el Lladl

o il g
Ol et 6,3V OLBY e lild sList O
JE;\\DLQJUQQIQLS;\)M ¢ Ll

Sl e sl doazitll ST G T ez
ko) Taglin 8 315 3 S S
Ledlel g & patall

SLBY A & ppatall 850 431 L dadate £ L)
@w@;muyww@@wbtﬁ
gz Lear W1 )01 s s & ol oda e enesd
ikl i) Gl ezt lelite o fol 3l
Lo dy yzial) 1}\u1fdp.651ﬂ\jw\j
W\u}puw’}“

‘)\J;%g Ll uULaJJ 6}.@1\ @Wy\‘)}daj\
Oloeiall g ‘dM“‘-’(}‘-’é-’J‘JJ-U‘
MJ‘,AJL;LGG‘M‘M.«Jj‘Q.GJ J“SJ\
oJJbM.lmAAMj

oo S A Y LSS e SNl yudes a5
08 P Lol dagll G ST 2 lulal)
L;chaudcadzl|ubyjj\gw\gj»
L;f\uLJa.A uwu-;-lmabc)}.c A58
uLbWuJi\ub\}-\jd}&-\dr—tb-\bonu
M‘wbjb}‘u-

Slows il e i W) Bl Gl O] 1M
wwjﬂUJJWTgﬂ\jw‘ﬂbLM\
Jee SN CL:; Ll QL}&\Q&@@Y\%
ijj@&ij\uuu-\wujj>
&Guﬂyﬁ\wu\w\uug\&j
6}..»(4_@.»LA\JMUALAL)U;AL>‘}JUQ)&L‘
L?_\AQJL’.J‘PJY}‘ L«.eujL,.J\J.:\.s”-Y\
M(JAJGI—LA oULS ;Lw\u\j 6)".9\ oUW
C@W}a\}wu\wu\j 4&&-\&_&}\&\3]:
Oy 44.\4.,\1\‘5}43-\;;@\‘5.&&-,\40\‘9 “c.@,u\.duj
-5 g Aol Al (3 | gy

o gl o A el 3 s ) e
J=U S lsel

anleagl da gqfl ya anlaiw Yl -1
S TR —"

JJJJ@JV\wuw\uw\qbwog
A D B (3 (S eV ezl o e
c&\du»ubwwﬁwiuﬂ
LaJqu,:qusJ@JUSqJY\

dwing)l §gial ya aalaia I -T
gy giuall doloalg

SlS O3Sl 0 sbl so 92 (S el 3 0 galad 1 )
T G g ey b1l B b
b i 52415 SO JSLE iy Loy 001 )
s B Ol 3 .\,‘A\uwjj\

LU‘} LQ\M\QJ)UAJVY‘UW\OM\
jS\ufdy\uno}&«)«aYlu}M\u\&
de\\jjéw‘\wéwwwjﬁ
e & 5

ggolug)l aupnj ga anlaiw Yl -
Sy 8l Jgal ga

L@JYL&}&A&&M\@OAY\%‘)O\
s e o 0ol 2 o e S5
ol i E s BBV S eV 4 2
055501 0 gl 05,2 gl O 5l

o) B el Ll (5150 shee O 5 3V

EJMM\wz\jub&wiéufu\w}a
MLU&Q'O‘;...:— ‘Hu‘dd&né\uﬁ;\
e ST 1 3 <3l s e
Sds d}wwwb-ubLg,qu\;lmJ\w
uM\db)\wJ&u
ubyﬂ\gbu\rx.\a.ud M\usl.ﬁ\jbu‘w
A}-ﬂﬂjrsmwuu\;u}\&bow\
WJ!:M\}LA\JJ:,-LA\ A5 ¢ Jakd
AT 55 S Lada) 5810 cLgze ¢ BT
Lg.ngLAu\lL\ B3dxle A9 A_éj)al\ w%ﬂ?‘

BLEI W e 5 ulll s O, ko 1 ik
el (Sl e 5 ke ool lgies (33l SLY
B33 5 garm a3l IS 5 oSl 51 Jall sy Jad
US&S&(WA_J\:-)LMMJA;;LM@J
UL@,AU«:—\} uM\;\JyWM;LAd
a;y)l\;«u.:hﬂwk@ Musu‘ﬁ
M&élﬁy‘a.\ﬁ&r—&ﬂjéﬂny‘uw&-\g
el LY JUMSA fradldt M)
Uubud‘yu\d\wxuﬁj&\.&\odﬁﬁ
dobiie 895 550 b g b D) G

Sl eS|l M 8

W Y1 LI Igass 15La

Vdyliga pucq dises

G ,kd 45 e Ole gazen o & 9SG dedudl AL O)
qu LQJMASJL@SWLQM\,,LQMJM
Wﬁju‘gwhx\u‘pdﬁuu\ﬂpﬁy‘g

RWES d«sﬂuf@; u:-&u.\b
@l & e J&‘}AL«SM\ W10

MY(«-@J ¢l gaY @Mﬂ‘)ﬂjd}d\

a1 S SN Y 5 Jgiall Vg JUNY 5 sl

zwu\a»ﬂ)ﬂ\oMbMbe &ML&@

Writings

&

ol kel Rl | . . bl 30 (gl O Gkl !

) gl & 91 o)

SN 3 5 lepne 0013 0 abedl 5,50
s EMWJQ_@JLJb}lL&woM\
u@ﬂ\w:&é\%hﬁ)}@%
el LY s - O e L)
ob&:&:ﬂ\@:},&,—bl&-@w nededly
S e L )

o Sbe il & i) Ol il 0da O w5

Jeb@\j\gw&wuuﬁ\
ujl\aMwuéJJ\JJaJ\u\Y\uuM\
u.L.,aJ ‘53\ u\SL@AY\ J}K:- e J—uﬂb 9 U3
dj(;uthJ\d\fJ\j ‘ﬁ&&jﬂﬁw
g JUl UAJA.J.C—MB-Y\
u\&i@\oM&f@l\uuwuﬂuﬁ
25 3l g 53 555 01 88 il 05 )
dudqwbwow\ubyﬂb&wwv\
UMAJMJLJ&J)L“JHMMB\U;%J\
UL oda 3 Uas s 08 ) 33Lad)

WLA\;,L;QSMY\&X.H}.,JSJAJ»M
JS o0 e 0o ¥, ¥ Bl LY 01 3

ldag (Y \OfbduLYﬂ\JuMJwY\

O&Qb‘w/\é\yd@r_@;\
wW:M\u\}}\ y.J@»)U\
J\j»\y»u}M\u\‘Y X L:.J}.\,u
;ijquJchﬂ\)mM&w\
dﬂ\@)bﬁ\@j@)%lﬁu\we’)ul
bl e | SIS ol ) daS 15 e
o0 Tl Ldas 0 gz Ul 0 sl LT
‘@JV\QJ;T&WMTLL:SJ)@
a;LasuiY\éj@\Q&juJLuM\éJ&ui
wyle;fU\gqu:j«;}@\uM\
wU\L@\fJaJu,aJA.S\.JS\UQUAY\J\JA\
“::"y"“:y‘UL’L;SJJ

June 2017 -Volume : 5 - IsS :54 :saall - Lwolall &l — 5 YAV iy

@gdl o5, aJIARAB AMERICAN TODAY gucllilya WWW.ARABAMERICANTODAYNET  5()



et G | 2 b, 0 it b 301

‘J\J.d\;u;’ﬁ mww‘)&\d}ﬂ\
U"“U‘ M\Mt—\.ﬂ&\cb\w&
ufyumww;muub,s\\,xs
M‘ J\.&LY\@L?JA@Y‘}M
IO o o s 51 B o
Q\JYjJJ\OAJ:M\&MMS&O}ASQ
Celdl s ases Osde VY anl s Lty
SLed Jsp LBl OV B L b Jby
ot el palzns sliae ) fye dpall O

Writings

dokadt S ladt odia HE ¢ gl contdl Jos 1S, T
ALt 49@-&@\4@&5\30\)3\&
Ll S 4&0‘1}?\ bl gzl 08 ) !
aM\ub‘ﬁij\\»quuy:M\owLw
u\s,auu.«l\a .\,x.\\ubY}.U m:bl\f—\..i\
YJ\A\S‘Q}&JY\.&Mﬂan)}S;

Syt e Unseatly bl Aol b 0 el ol s
deY\o\fh\}?ﬂSﬁbﬂs )An AW\W"QJ&)&%
. ‘wﬂyowéobij‘ u}\wg 'J g L) ngj.g,@.;-\u}\}.a;
Tl o%&‘c»bm\f\;\iﬁ\\ c—\.,a:—\daul..v\wj Sopr S b Al
>

@b\ﬂ\id}n—e—bﬁ LU«AS.UAY\ }WJ‘U,J:;A
qubuaJx‘jﬂUJAjdbL;l.cM}l\be‘
\‘)J;u&‘)j.a JMJ\C‘JJA}} 4:11‘.«&\ jj
&:é@m}\oué\aw\ub’ﬂ)ﬂw
La\.&;\u*}uj@mug\éyby(dgf
AJ};-\JM;} MLMY\MJY\ WLLAJ quh)y\
ubYﬂ\a\SW\W\LMﬂJ&-«-@JU
uLlAluLg;&LJ&;M;u..JHMJ ool
A.JLC-) g.,..A\JJ o‘)\.)\w(dh’a;-\;ﬂjuﬂ
\\"3‘5 4&\;\&5‘_}\.&:&?\ M\wlmﬁw‘
Jd}: M\w(.&ﬂl\ﬂﬂ\&d&}»y/u\jf
QSW‘ZVJ)L&GUWOY‘W\JMM‘
wubw%)w‘@{wjg‘d%J‘Jd‘
By A 5l sl )

O G 3l ol 6 s0e 52 < d 5 L)

u\SéJJ\)\jd\er;JJ\ulﬁj
uw\u\}]\ 4;)\.1.\.&\;43}‘5“;3.)\.@;
MJL‘HU“‘)}MJC‘QKS}MU‘&"'J
Y ol &gt o 51
Loda

Al oL 2B s g it i
JUJJ}: YV ke ose VY o Lnb‘g\
.\:-\‘_,S,@J.\.,ww,lem <l o
Slds 4@M\-«JJ—§G—J‘W‘5&-‘QJ>U
o\\,ﬂbw,\,wﬁ;\swuw
uﬂdﬁ\jbéfmujw‘
&J\&‘JMJ&“UMM lual
ﬂ\ﬂﬂ\d\ﬁb}@\faﬂﬂ\;&\h\
M&Y\u\a«ﬁ )LL;Y\:‘M\,S\ \)M‘

thb&bu\}ibkr{umoﬁ\‘\
Jja:-uo;u:uuj‘l.a‘ Ab\y\.&g cade L

‘}‘JL‘:)‘P“‘&-
\MHM;L@;YAMQ}M\N‘QM\
uaujxub._!uj c@U\M&Uy\J\&JéJJ\

L;.UHJJ}Q\;LJM;MJU.A&UJ&} 4&[5&\
wwu\ }«.U jdj\;-"'c\\'ij‘gu
unujml»uYg,U:j4u«.;jM\L}5 RERIRA

Ufgwaw\gw1y\}1w

e 15 A B e @BV S s 2o ik

Ll BN ey g gkl Sl e
LSRN 3315 gl 3l 2 prd) o 53
o&&\&bﬁy}d\}wybau\jw‘W\j

4.:7\.%0?\ oldelldl (Ja.u oy J:-Ju E (Y ‘_;J.“

;Mg\&mdm
d&;@»ﬂwﬁ\wﬂ\.)}a&w\r.}a‘:
R
03585 (g Jsall i S Y ) e )
JJM‘W}‘J’JQA‘M“’M‘
MJM\MQ\J};US.U4J;J$-\¢L5“Jb
}Aj\' \-lj}‘s‘/dﬁy‘gflf“tg“fﬁ“
\O'J\u‘)uub}muﬁﬂ\é.ﬂ\f’ﬂ\
6"” ‘l;-,U\cuijab‘g\o)b\u‘))scw
W}U\&JJ\WJJ@J\JTM
L;:\)A')H
ub«l@@\db.kuls w\j.ﬂbjé
) oo 3 a5 Ul s o s o ol
JY}JJW\\'UWU‘)M%\JL&W
ol e 3 3L ) o, O3
@2 4o Lol s soudl ol 5oV ol 55

ST AL ode 5 ¢ s gl s M\uggﬂ
ot ey G s L OL " tl 5 e )

VO v wxilS cily ol el e a8 50 F 05

Y 0sde
JJW\UT&?@TQ}::M\QSUJAJ
uw\w\f;fdu}.wgp&wy‘

wﬁéﬂ@wﬁgmwm\wﬁm}\

J:-\g_,:.g.au.a‘}».d\; sl SLY I e ke

WJM\@J&LA‘M
C‘-‘*"Jé«)‘mb‘ﬂ‘j“;&wwbﬁ)“‘
ST ¢ £l 8 5 o) il 251 0 381
\AL«.AMW\A_JLQQUJU\JW1;¢3§
-3 () Ol s

9.44.:1:-\);\5\.{ AT,..A\J.; ajéluﬁ-q)ywj‘

The Yemeni people are on the brink of
famine after two years of conflict. In
this time, millions of people have been
displaced from their homes. And with-
out adequate access to medical supplies
or facilities, every ten minutes a child
dies in Yemen due to preventable dis-
ease.

Yet at a time when the Yemeni people
desperately need an end to violence,
President Trump is proposing to sell
nearly $510 million worth of weapons,
including precision-guided munitions,
to Saudi Arabia. Saudi Arabia’s use of
these munitions in Yemen has fueled the
conflict in Yemen, creating a humanitar-
ian catastrophe. Tomorrow, Congress
will vote on this arms deal that would
be used to fuel the war in Yemen. The
Yemeni people need peace — not more
bombs.

“Congress should signal its concern
for human rights, international humani-
tarian law and survival of the Yemeni
people by blocking this arms sale,” said
Scott Paul, Oxfam Senior Humanitarian
Policy Advisor. “Yemen is already on
the brink of famine with 7 million peo-
ple facing severe hunger and 18.8 mil-
Q}n in need of aid; the sale of precision-

/()xfam: While Yemen is on the brink of famine,\
US bombs will make life harder for Yemenis

Civil war—fueled by US bombs—is driving Yemen into crisis.

guided munitions will only further exac-
erbate the growing humanitarian crisis.
The administration may not directly
drop bombs in Yemen, but by providing

Saudi Arabia with additional arms, the
U.S. government will fuel and legiti-
mize a conflict that, for the sake of the

millions in need, must urgently be
resolved.*
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In 2015, the Conservation Fund pur-
chased a 364-acre property at a notori-
ous bottleneck for the mule deer’s Red
Desert-to-Hoback route, near the city of
Pinedale, Wyoming. The fund then
switched its attention to the greater sage
grouse, known for its elaborate mating
rituals and for being in the middle of a
struggle between its protection and land
development.

The sage grouse has been known to
move up to 100 miles at a time,
between its sage brush winter habitat to
open meadows used to rear young. The
species has lost almost half of its habitat
since European settlers arrived, with
45% of its remaining domain on state
and private lands.

n February, the Conservation Fund
scooped up 100,000 acres of sage
grouse habitat in Idaho, Wyoming and
Colorado, but risks remain. Senate
Republicans are attempting to end fed-
eral involvement in sage grouse protec-
tion, which could allow the states to
open up more habitat for drilling.

Theguardian : New threats to public lands endanger

Mule deer, pronghorn and other animals rely on unbroken migration routes for food

and survival, a necessity in jeopardy as Trump pushes for development

by Oliver Milman

The life of a Wyoming mule deer is a tough
one. In order to survive, thousands of the
deer undertake an arduous 150-mile migra-
tion twice a year to find food. Manmade
and natural hazards abound on this two-
month trek.

“It’s not just about getting from point A to
B, they have to forage all along the way,”
said Matt Kauffman, a University of Wyo-
ming zoologist. “These animals are slowly
starving to death all winter. If winter is
long enough or they are held up, the ani-
mals will die.”

Migrating animals can wander on to high-
ways and be flattened by trucks, or tumble
through frozen lakes. Fences, mining oper-
ations and other obstacles also provide a
challenge. But for the mule deer, there is no
choice — they must follow what Kauffman
calls the “green wave” of young, lush vege-
tation from the mountainous greater Yel-
lowstone area to the brush of Wyoming’s
interior as the seasons change. They either
move or starve.

This Red Desert to Hoback migration is the
longest in the contiguous US and, despite
having occurred for thousands of years,
was only fully discovered by researchers in
2011. Its epic length is rivaled only by the
“path of the pronghorn”, a journey that
takes America’s fastest land mammal on a
biannual trudge to and from Grand Teton
national park in search of water.

These migration routes take the animals
through a patchwork of public and private
land. The importance of publicly owned
national parks was recognized long ago,
but these crucial wildlife corridors linking
protected areas are only starting to be

understood and valued.

But the nascent movement to safeguard
wildlife corridors — vital for animals as
diverse as wolves, bears, elk, tortoises
and ground-dwelling birds — is now at
risk. In recent years, congressional
Republicans have pushed for federal
land in the western states to be handed
over for development. With Donald
Trump now in the White House, these
ambitions could come to fruition.

A bill put forward by Jason Chaffetz, a
Utah congressman, to sell off 3.3m
acres of federal land was hastily with-
drawn following uproar from conserva-
tionists and the outdoor recreation
industry. But with Trump voicing sup-
port for greater oil and gas drilling on
public land, wildlife corridors risk
being disrupted or even severed.
“When a migrating mule deer hits an
energy development area, they tend to
speed up or try to detour around them,”
said Kauffman. “This affects their
access to food and makes migrations
more difficult. As these corridors
become less viable, they can be lost.
“Selling off public land would risk that.
We are are at the infancy of understand-
ing wildlife corridors, but we are start-
ing to make progress. It looks like that
could all be wound back.”

The deer and pronghorn that roamed
the western states before white settlers
arrived may no longer be in the tens of
millions, but these species are currently
at little risk of extinction. Still, their
abundance could be severely hit if their
corridors are lost, which raises concerns
for recreational hunters, as well as ecol-
ogists who study the network of life in
the west.

Wolves and bears require reliable access
to prey species. Unlike hoofed animals
that have well-worn, repeated pathways,
wolves and bears disperse to adjoining
lands depending on the dynamics of their
groups. Young male wolves, for example,
tend to leave groups in order to establish

new ones elsewhere. The reintroduction of

gray wolves to Yellowstone in 1995 has
created a ripple effect — wolves have
moved through a network of protected
areas as far as Washington state.

While most landowners are happy to
allow deer or elk pass through their land,
wolves or bears aren’t quite as welcome
given their tendency to devour livestock.
The population of grizzly bears in the Yel-
lowstone region has rebounded sixfold
since it was placed under federal protec-
tion in 1975. Surrounding states, pres-
sured by landowners concerned about
bears exiting the national park, have suc-
cessfully persuaded the federal Fish and
Wildlife Service that the species should be
delisted to allow them to be hunted.
Conservationists are increasingly turning
their attention to private landowners to
help promote and secure wildlife corri-
dors. In a single 20-mile search for food, a
species may cross land overseen by the
US Forest Service, the Bureau of Land
Management and privately owned
ranches.

“It’s a real mix,” said Mark Elsbree, vice-
president of the Conservation Fund, which
works to buy private land to avoid bottle-
necks in migration routes. “Private land-
owners are generally interested in wildlife
habitat but as the properties are sold, the
generations turn over, we risk losing that
connectivity. New migration routes keep
coming up on our radar and we need to act

America's
unique
wildlife

corridors

“The pinch points for migration typically
exist on private land,” said Elsbree. “But
if federal lands were to change hands,
then the very platform upon which spe-
cies survive will be compromised.”
Climate change provides another threat
to wildlife corridors. Maps produced by
the Nature Conservancy last year
showed the stark implications for nearly
3,000 species in North and South Amer-
ica. Many are already retreating north-
ward to cope with warming tempera-
tures, although a pathway isn’t always
evident. According to a study published
last year, only 41% of US land area is
currently connected enough to allow spe-
cies to move to more bearable climes
Some will have nowhere to go, either
hemmed in by human constructions or
simply a lack of livable space. “The bot-
tom line is that species will need to
move or adapt, or die,” said Brad
McRae, a senior landscape ecologist at
the Nature Conservancy.

“More and more people are understand-
ing that wildlife needs protection outside
distinct national parks, especially with
climate change,” said Elsbree. “It’s
important that we look at the whole sys-
tem. If lands are sold and developed, we
could lose some migration routes. We
need to avoid that happening.”
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Special Wedding Celebrations: Business Functions:
Engagement Parties Meetings

Bridal Showers Conferences and Seminars
Rehearsal Dinners Sales / Staff Training
Ceremony and Wedding Receptions Presentations / Corp. Reception

Social & Special Themed Events:
Fundraisers
School / Community Functions

Receptions 7258 Chase Road

Reunions
Communions Dearborn, M| 48126

Anniversaries (3 1 3) 584-1 234
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LIMOXPRESS

248.266.LIMO (5466) ¢ WWW.LIMOXP.NET

ALL DAY WEDDING PACKAGES

STARTING AT §

467& 32" LCD TVS WIHT DVD PLAYER. INTERACTIVE FIBER OPTIC LIGHTING
LASER LIGHT SHOW. AM/FM/CD/IPOD SOUND WITH SUB. LARGE BAR WITH ICE BUCKET & GLASSWARE

LIGHTED POST COVERS. DUAL ROOF TOP A/C UNIT.LIMO TINTED WINDOWS & PRIVACY BLINDS

N
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Linguistic variations in describing acts of terror

Between the paradox of imagery and linguistics lies a steep feeling of public fear and anxiety, which are
hardened to intractability, and nowhere is this more evident than in the current incident in Newcastle

Dr. Halla Diyab

In response to the Newcastle
Eid incident — where a car
ploughed into Muslim wor-
shippers gathering for Eid
prayers near Newcastle
mosque leaving two children
in intensive care, a sense of
fear has engulfed Muslim
communities in the UK that
they might be again subject
to Islamophobic and hate
attacks after that of the Finsbury Park.

Reading more into the details of the
attack, the press emphasized the lin-
guistic pretext that it was not believed
to be a terrorist incident, over contextu-
alizing the circumstances of the attack
or the destiny of the victims, questions
whether we are witnessing a growing
rise of terror-themed phrases and
imagery related to the rhetoric of the
aftermath of street terrorism.

The fear is fed by the current modi-
fied linguistic terms used to define
scenes of terror, especially those
related to Islamophobic attacks. The
image of a car ploughing above the
pavement targeting the crowd is asso-
ciated today with what a terror attack
looks like.

This image is certainly evoked by
attacks like the Nice Bastille Day kill-
ing, the Westminster attack, and Fins-
bury Park, to name a few. It gradually
grows to be a visual archetype of the
global popular culture of terror; a very
steep visual framework but the twist
lies in the language used in the way it
is reported to the general public; terror
or not terror.

Human error

Between the paradox of
imagery and linguistics lies a
steep feeling of public fear
and anxiety, which are hard-
ened to intractability, and
nowhere is this more evident
than in the current incident
in Newcastle, where a
human error of losing control
of a vehicle was immediately
assumed to be a terror attack.

The restaging of an image, which is
intensively associated with terror attacks,
provokes an element of a utilitarian and col-
lective fear culture with the hallmark of
violence. The shrewd classification of what
terrorism is and what terrorism is not, is
uniquely weaving linguistic caution and
implicit oratory to how a violent act against
a collective crowd is and should be
reported.

The public perception of the Newcastle
incident varied and this variation derives
from tagging the event from an “incident”
to an “accident” to a “collision”, and the
word “ploughed” which is recently asso-
ciated with terror, is quickly replaced with
“struck”, all to avoid the possibility for it to
be seen as an “act of terror” or an “attack”.

This linguistic variation is witnessed
among the Muslim community itself where
some tag the catastrophe as an “incident”,
and where some Muslims suspect the
female driver did it intentionally.

The public fever over what terminology
should be used to describe an event shrouds
the general rhetoric from the heads of
states, to the general public, underlining
how the use of language in reporting is used

to avoid the spiral of community divi-
sion, unspeakable civil-religious divide
in the UK, and fear of faith groups to
practice their religion in public.

The power of language

So instead of the act of terror shaping
and defining the language and termi-
nology, on the contrary, today’s power
of language and terminology defines,
shapes, and even manipulates the very
definition of the act itself, so the words
decide what is terror and what is not.
So the terminology used to describe
the Newcastle incident defined the
very violent act by denouncing that it
was “terrorism”.

Today’s rising restlessness, which is
propelled by the use of terminology,
suggests that there is a multi-facet to
the language. It can have an extended
impact and power on uniting and, argu-
ably, dividing faith groups in Britain.

By heralding a linguistic twist to
define any violent act targeting the
public, terminology should be care-
fully selected with an aim to promote
vigilance rather than Islamophobia.

This emphasizes the need to look
deeper beyond the language used by
the media, in order to gain a real
understanding of how words, imagery
and the actual act operates in defining
“terrorism”.

Dr. Halla Diyab is an award winning screen-writer,
producer, broadcaster, a published author and an
activist. She has a Ph.D. in English and American
Studies from the University of Leicester. She car-
ried out research in New Orleans, USA while
working on her thesis “The Examination of Margi-
nality and Minorities in the Drama and Film of
Tennessee Wil-liams”.
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