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foot fences rimmed with razor wire. The
troops are expected to remain through
mid-March.

Last month, the U.S. Capitol Police head
urged lawmakers to add permanent fenc-
ing and back-up security, noting a 2006
security assessment recommended in-
stallation of a permanent perimeter fence
around the Capitol.

Many lawmakers and Washington Mayor
Muriel Bowser have urged congressional
leaders not to adopt permanent fencing or
permanent military security.

More than 200 people have been charged
with federal crimes in the bloody assault
on Congress, which led to Trump’s im-
peachment trial on a charge of inciting
insurrection. Trump was acquitted on Sat-
urday on a vote of 57-43, as seven Repub-
lican senators joined Democrats in favor of
conviction, though short of the required
majority.
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Pelosi : U.S. lawmakers will set
up commission to probe Jan. 6
attack on Capitol

.S. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi said on
U lawmakers will establish an outside,

independent commission to review the
“facts and causes” related to the deadly Jan.

6 attack on the U.S. Capitol by supporters of
then-President Donald Trump.

Pelosi said in a letter to lawmakers that the
commission would be modeled on a similar one
convened after the Sept. 11, 2001 attack on New
York and the Pentagon. Pelosi said the panel will
also look at the “facts and causes relating to the
preparedness and response of the United States
Capitol Police and other federal, state, and local
law enforcement.”

She has tasked retired U.S. Army Lieutenant Gen-

eral Russel Honoré with assessing security needs
of the Capitol in the aftermath of the attack.
Based on his interim findings, she said Congress
must allocate additional funds “to provide for
the safety of members and the security of the
Capitol.”

She added: “It is clear from his findings and from
the impeachment trial that we must get to the
truth of how this happened.”

More than a month after the attack that left five
dead as pro-Trump supporters stormed the U.S.
Capitol and sought to disrupt the certification
of Joe Biden’s victory as president, the Capitol
complex remains guarded by more than 5,000
National Guard troops and ringed with eight-
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Meet Rep.
Aiyash

tate Representative Abraham

Aiyash is serving his first term

in the Michigan House of
Representatives. The son of Yemeni
immigrants Abraham Aiyash grew up
in a working class family where his fa-
ther, a UAW member and his mother,
a homemaker, raised their children in
Hamtramck. He now represents the
4th District, encompassing his home-
town of Hamtramck, and surround-
ing parts of Detroit, advocating for
progressive solutions and justice for
his community. His political activism
began as a community organizer for
President Obama’s historic campaign
in 2008. As a young man, he found
strength in mobilizing his community
by amplifying a united voice against
systemic problems.

Aiyash received his Bachelor’s Degree
from Michigan State University in
Political Theory and Constitution-

al Democracy. During his time, he
co-founded a nonprofit that mentored
refugee children in the Lansing area.
Aiyash was first exposed to legislative
work when he served under State
Representative Rose Mary Robinson.
He worked to engage the community
to fight back against a corporation
from expanding a toxic waste site on
the Hamtramck-Detroit border. Recog-
nizing the environmental injustice his
community faced, Aiyash frequently
organized against corporate polluters
and jump started a recycling program
in his local school district. He's real-
ized that real power is driven by the
movements started in communities,
and hopes to embody those values on
the House floor.

As the Statewide Training and Political
Leadership Director at Michigan
United, Aiyash trained political leaders
and informed progressive solutions for
education, healthcare, immigration,
criminal justice and environmental
racism. His professional career is
rooted in the community efforts that
developed his political interests. As

a legislator, he hopes to redefine the
role of elected officials as he champi-
ons solutions on the state level that
address social and health disparities in
poor and working class communities.
He plans to translate his community
organizing experience into legislation
as he works alongside community ac-
tivists to ensure their voices are heard
in the creation of state policies.

*Source:housedems.com
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UN : Half of Yemen under-5s face acute malnutrition

bout 400,000 children

under the age of five

are in danger of dying of
acute malnutrition in war-torn
and impoverished Yemen, UN

agencies warned.

They said half of those in the
most vulnerable age bracket, or
2.3 million small children, are
projected to suffer from severe
malnutrition this year.

“These numbers are yet another
cry for help from Yemen where
each malnourished child also
means a family struggling to
survive,” World Food Programme
chief David Beasley said in a joint
statement.

The number of Yemeni children
in danger of death from lack of
food has increased to 400,000, an
increase of 22 percent over 2020.

“More children will die with

every day that passes without
action, said Henrietta Fore, head
of the United Nations children’s
agency UNICEF.

“Humanitarian organisations
need urgent predictable resourc-
es and unhindered access to
communities on the ground to be
able to save lives.”

The UN agencies warned that
about 1.2 million pregnant or
breastfeeding women are also
expected to suffer from extreme
malnutrition in 2021.

“The crisis in Yemen is a toxic mix
of conflict, economic collapse
and a severe shortage of funding
to provide the life-saving help
that’s desperately needed,” said
Beasley.

“But there is a solution to hunger,

and that’s food and an end to the
violence.”

Yemen is engulfed in a bloody
power struggle that erupted in
2014 between its government,
supported by Saudi Arabia, and
Iran-backed Houthi Shiite rebels,
who control the capital Sanaa
and most of the north.

Today, millions of Yemenis are
on the brink of famine with the
economy destroyed, schools and
hospitals barely functioning, and
tens of thousands killed.

According to the United Nations,
more than three million people
have been displaced and close to
80 percent of the 29-million pop-
ulation is in need of some form of
aid for survival.

The UN says that in 2020 it
received only $1.43 billion of the
$3.2 billion needed to fund aid
projects in Yemen.
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U.S. Supreme Court
paves way for release of
Trump's tax returns

onald Trump suffered a major
D setback on in his long quest to

conceal details of his finances
as the U.S. Supreme Court paved the
way for a New York City prosecutor
to obtain the former president’s tax
returns and other financial records as
part of a criminal investigation.

The justices without comment rebuffed
Trump’s request to put on hold an Oct. 7
lower court ruling directing the Repub-
lican businessman-turned-politician’s
longtime accounting firm, Mazars USA,
to comply with a subpoena to turn over
the materials to a grand jury convened
by Manhattan District Attorney Cyrus
Vance, a Democrat.

«The work continues,” Vance said in a
statement issued after the court’s action.
Vance had previously said in a letter to
Trump's lawyers that his office would

be free to immediately enforce the
subpoena if the justices rejected Trump’s
request.

A lawyer for Trump did not immediately
respond to a request for comment.

The Supreme Court, which has a 6-3
conservative majority included three
Trump appointees, had already ruled
once in the dispute, last July rejecting
Trump’s broad argument that he was
immune from criminal probes as a sitting
president.

Unlike all other recent U.S. presidents,
Trump refused during his four years

in office to make his tax returns

public. The data could provide
details on his wealth and

the activities of his family
real-estate company, the
Trump Organization.

Trump, who left office on
Jan. 20 after being defeated
in his Nov. 3 re-election

bid by Democrat Joe Biden,
continues to face an
array of legal issues
concerning his
personal and
business con-
duct.

Vance issued
a subpoena
to Mazars in

WWW.ARABAMERICANTODAY.NET

August 2019 seeking Trump's corporate
and personal tax returns from 2011 to
2018. Trump’s lawyers sued to block
the subpoena, arguing that as a sitting
president, Trump had absolute immunity
from state criminal investigations.
The Supreme Court in its July ruling
rejected those arguments but said Trump
could raise other objections to the sub-
poena. Trump's lawyers then argued be-
fore lower courts that the subpoena was
overly broad and amounted to political
harassment, but U.S. District Judge Victor
Marrero in August and the New York-
based 2nd U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals
in October rejected those claims.
Vance's investigation, which began more
than two years ago, had focused on hush
money payments that the then-presi-
dent’s former lawyer and fixer Michael
Cohen made before the 2016 election to
two women - adult-film actress Stormy
Daniels and former Playboy model Karen
McDougal - who said they had sexual
encounters with Trump.
«The Supreme Court has now pro-
claimed that no one is above the law.
Trump will, for the first time, have to
take responsibility for his own dirty
deeds,” Cohen said in a statement issued
after the Supreme Court announced its
action.
The court on separately turned away
Daniels’ bid to revive her own defama-
tion lawsuit against Trump.
In recent court filings, Vance has sug-
gested that the probe is now broader
and could focus on potential
bank, tax and insurance fraud,
as well as falsification of
business records.

In separate litigation, the
" Democratic-led U.S. House
of Representatives was
seeking to enforce subpoe-
nas on similar records. The
Supreme Court in July sent
that matter back to lower
courts for further
review.
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Marital love in Islam inculcates the following

each other should be for the sake of

Allah and to gain His pleasure. It is from
Allah that we claim our mutual rights (Quran
4:1) and it is to Allah that we are accountable
for our behavior as husbands and wives.

F aith: The love Muslim spouses have for

It sustains: Love is not to consume but to sustain.
Allah expresses His love for us by providing suste-
nance. To love in Islam is to sustain our loved one
physically, emotionally, spiritually and intellectually,
to the best of our ability. (Note : To sustain material-
ly is the husband’s duty. However, if the wife wishes
she can also contribute)

Accepts: To love someone is to accept them for who
they are. It is selfishness to try and mould someone
as we wish them to be. True love does not attempt

to crush individuality or control personal differences,

but is magnanimous and secure to accommodate
differences.

Challenges: Love challenges us to be all we can, it
encourages us to tap into our talents and it takes
pride in our achievements. To enable our loved
one to realize their potential is the most rewarding
experience.

Merciful: Mercy compels us to love and
love compels us to have mercy. In
the Islamic context the two are
synonymous. The attribute Al-
lah chose to be the supreme
for Himself is that He is

the most Merciful. This
attribute of Rahman (the
Merciful) is mentioned

170 times in the Quran,
emphasizing the signifi-

cance for believers to be
merciful. Mercy, in practical
application, means to have
and show compassion and to
be charitable.

WWW.ARABAMERICANTODAY.NET

Forgiving: Love is never too proud to seek forgive-

ness or too stingy to forgive. It is willing to let go

of hurt and letdowns. Forgiveness allows us the

opportunity to improve and correct ourselves. Islam

emphasizes the principle that if we want God to

forgive our mistakes, then we should be forgiving of
others too.

Respect: To love is to respect and
value the person, their contri-
butions, and their opinions.
Respect does not allow us to
take for granted our loved
ones or to ignore their
input. How we interact
with our spouses reflects
whether we respect them
or not.

Confidentiality: Trust is the
most essential ingredient of
love. When trust is betrayed and

confidentiality compromised, love loses its soul.

Caring: Love fosters a deep fondness that dictates
caring and sharing in all that we do. The needs of
our loved ones take precedence over our own.

Kindness: The biography of the Prophet Muhammad
(pbuh) is rich with examples of acts of kindness he
showed towards his family and particularly his wives.
Even when his patience was tried, he was never
unkind in word or deed. To love is to be kind.

Grows: Marital love is not static, for it grows and
flourishes with each day of marital life. It requires
work and commitment, and is nourished through
faith when we are thankful and appreciative of Allah
blessings.

Enhances: Love enhances our image and beautifies
our world. It provides emotional security and physi-
cal well being.
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The durability of absurdity

Rashid Jamal
Poet from Syria

1

The permanence of absurdity is idling
Among the fingertips of the words
You are trying to escape

Towards blank spaces

From meaning,

And fail ...

Like dreams in a child’s tear

He wants to lie near a cemetery

The mothers’ groans were stolen

And he looked forward to death’s longing for life
Dwelling too

In the darkness of existence

Smiling to his victims.

It is the permanence of a smiling mess

On the morning breast

He is overwhelmed by the details of his fight.
All sounds come later than themselves

With twilight,

And the spirits, with their laughter, thrust towards
the sky

In the name of the Lord;

To return to a tired moonlit night

Tired rust

From speculation an absence

Lost in the commandments of the Lord

It is the night of the court writing,

Draw fate ...
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It is the permanence of absurdity
Where the dead have tales with sidewalks
The survivor with the cries of the survivors.

2

And that kid is still

He rebuilds his soul

At the door of the cemetery.
where is there

It was a hangover from a whisper
He was not buried yet

Maybe it was the absurdity of life
The nihilism of death.

Maybe it is ...

It is the last rites of burying humanity
In the cemeteries of the East.

Yes my friend!

We all read Al-Fatiha on her soul,

We were promised empty faces.
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Al-Serb .. A film documenting the Egyptian army championship in combating terrorism in Derna

T he film The Squadron deals with the Egyptian army’s epic
pursuit of the terrorist Hisham Ashmawy in the city tuber
Libyan.

Morsi published on his page, saying: “We made the choice and were afraid
of it.

He continued: “The United gift of the Egyptian people, glory to the mar-
tyrs ... Men who have believed what they promised God,” accompanied by
the promo of the film Al-Swarm.

The movie’s thrilling promo received thousands of views, less than a half
hour after the artist broadcast Ahmed El Sakka The hero of the film, the
thrilling promo for the movie through it, and he achieved thousands of
views on Tamer Morsi’s page, so that Al-Bermo became a trend in Egypt
through social networking sites in a short time.

The promo included, “in its beginning, a video clip of Egyptian President
Abdel Fattah EI-Sisi, on February 15, 2015, in which he says: The great
people of Egypt, Egypt reserves the right to respond, in the appropriate
manner and timing, with retribution from these killers.”

31 ‘ February 2021 - Volume : 9 - Issue :98

February 15, 2015

On February 15 it aired ISIS organization The terrorist video of the process
of slaughtering the kidnapped Egyptian Copts. The pictures showed the
organization'’s disgraceful treatment of the prisoners, who threw them one
by one. One of the pictures showed the coloration of sea water, the color
of blood, in a show expected from the blood regulation.

The next day, the Egyptian Army General Command announced in a
statement that “the armed forces launched an air strike against targets
belonging to the terrorist organization ISIS.

The Egyptian army raids came hours after a militant group that announced
its allegiance to ISIS released a video clip of the killing of 21 Copts who
were massacred in Libya.

For his part, film critic Tarig Al-Shennawi told Sky News Arabia that the
state’s production of a dramatic work documenting the heroics of the
Egyptian army, and it is considered a wonderful historical documentation
of the current stage, especially since the events are close, and we have
seen them all, during a few years ago.

He added, “We must salute the United Company and Tamer Morsi for this
wonderful work, and to emphasize that the state takes the right, and that
Egypt is able to regain its rights, and the strike was very strong against the
terrorists, and from here my great salutations to the Egyptian army made
us see the document to support art And document it. “
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Iran, IAEA thrash out ‘temporary solution’ ahead of deadline

N nuclear watchdog chief

Rafael Grossi said he had

negotiated a “temporary
solution” after of talks with Iranian
officials to allow the agency to
continue its inspections work in the
country and allow breathing space
for diplomatic negotiations on the
Iranian nuclear issue.

However, he admitted that even
under the new three-month
arrangement, the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
would not have the same level
of access once a law comes into
force on limiting some inspec-
tions.

Grossi’s visit to Iran came amid
stepped-up efforts between US
President Joe Biden’s administra-
tion, European powers and Iran to

salvage the 2015 nuclear deal that
has been on the brink of collapse
since Donald Trump withdrew
from it and went on to impose
sanctions on Iran.

Iran’s conservative-dominated
parliament passed the law in
December demanding the country
suspend some inspections if the
US failed to lift sanctions by this
Sunday.

Iran had notified the UN body that
if the sanctions weren't lifted it
would suspend “voluntary trans-
parency measures” -- notably
inspection visits to non-nuclear
sites, including military sites sus-
pected of nuclear-related activity.

Grossi said that under the new
“temporary technical understand-

ing... there is less access, let’s
face it”.

“But still we were able to retain
the necessary degree of moni-
toring and verification work,” he
added.

“What we agreed is something
that is viable -- it is useful to
bridge this gap that we are having
now, it salvages the situation
now,” Grossi told reporters after
landing back in Vienna.

Iran’s Foreign Minister Moham-
mad Javad Zarif, before meeting
Grossi, signalled that the Islamic
republic wanted to avoid an “im-
passe” over inspections, but also
warned it could step further away
from its commitments if Washing-
ton does not lift the sanctions.
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White supremacist violence at Capitol was anything but unprece-
dented Conwct Trump to stop the cycle

Zaina Ujayli

disturbing videos shown during former Pres-

ident Trump’s impeachment trial this week,
has been the disregard paid to the trial by Republican
Senators and Trump's defense team.

T he only thing perhaps more shocking than the

Former President Trump’s defense team used only
three of the sixteen hours allotted to them to make
the case against the prosecution today. Of those three
hours, they took time playing a video spliced with
multiple Democratic representatives and journalists
saying “fight” - a video that had both Democrats and
Republicans in the room laughing.

The lawyers’ amusing evidence, their decision to use
so little of their allotted time, as well as the general
incomprehensibility and disorganisation of their state-
ments, testifies to their disregard for the proceedings.

But why should they have put in the effort, when they
knew they'd won before the trial even began?

The majority of Republicans planned to acquit the for-
mer president before even hearing the evidence. And
s0 it's unsurprising that Republicans demonstrated so

little respect during the trial. Senators ignored videos,
walked out of the proceedings, and some skipped the
trial altogether. Even as they criticised the defense’s
poor showing, they still planned to vote in their favour.

Their woeful disregard for the proceedings, in large
part comes down to the fact that they do not take
the January 6 insurrection seriously. Their argument
is that an angry white mob storming the Capitol is an
exception, a historical flash bang, unprecedented and
never to be repeated. Claims to the contrary, they say,
are “political theatre”.

However, that argument has no foundation in Amer-
ican history. Just because the January 6 mob was
denied the chance to stand before our elected officials
with guns in hand, does not mean that mobs like them
have not succeeded in doing so before.

Here is a historical precedent many of us don’t learn
in school: America’s only successful coup d’etat ever
happened in Wilmington, North Carolina in 1898,
when white supremacists forced democratically
elected members of Wilmington’s biracial government
to resign at gunpoint.

Preceding the insurrection, Wilmington had a majority
black population and prominent black members of the
community served in elected office - North Carolina
even sent four black members to Congress. After
Democrats lost elections in 1894 and 1896 to a biracial
Republican government, they built a platform on white
supremacy.

Furnifold Simmons, the 1898 Democratic Party Chair,
summarised their agenda: “North Carolina is a WHITE
MAN'S STATE and WHITE MEN will rule it, and they will

crush the party of Negro domination beneath a majori-

ty so overwhelming that no other party will ever dare

to attempt to establish negro rule here.”

After stoking racial fear and tension, the Democratic
party allied with local white militias on November 8,
1898 to stop black and Republican voters from going
to the ballots. They succeeded, however, the Wilm-
ington Republicans remained in power. And so, the
Democrats mobilised a mob of 2,000 angry white men
and staged an insurrection on November 10, 1898.

They destroyed black businesses, massacred over 60
black Wilmington residents, and sent others into hid-
ing in swamps and graveyards. During the violence, the
Democrats forced the Wilmington mayor and other
elected officials to resign at gunpoint and elected new
members to replace them. The events on November
10, would be, and remain, the only successful coup
d’etat in American history.

While there are substantial differences between the
January 6, 2021 insurrection and the November 10,
1898 coup d'etat, they both have in common the
decision of a group of angry white men to storm a
government building to protest, and attempt to unseat
a democratically elected government.

| revisit the 1898 Wilmington coup d’etat to highlight
that angry white mobs storming government buildings
are not flash bangs in American history. They were
not unprecedented in 1898, and they certainly aren’t
unprecedented today. We cannot dismiss them as
exceptions to the norm, dramatic events to be studied
in isolation.

No, the actions of angry American mobs contesting
democratically elected representatives have had last-
ing historical consequences on our political fabric as a
nation. Where the January 6 insurrectionists failed, the
November 10 insurrectionists succeeded. After 1898,
many of Wilmington’s black residents fled and the city

lost its majority black population. A White Declaration
of Independence was printed in the local paper and
the city’s first racial hierarchy laws passed.

North Carolina wouldn’t send another black represen-
tative to Congress until 1992.

The danger of this historical precedent is what makes
the willful and gross negligence of several Senators
during the impeachment proceedings so disturbing. If
this impeachment trial ends with the defense receiving
the acquittal they expected after a laughable trial and
incomprehensible arguments, proving that the Repub-
licans would cast their votes regardless of the evidence
shown, we have a problem in our government far
more pressing than this case.

It tells us that our legislative bodies are so partisan
that they would willfully ignore the danger of their
actions.

And, if history has taught us anything, it is that dismiss-
ing white mobs has been a dangerous precedent in
American history. To vote to convict a former president
is not about merely punishing one man for his words,
but to set the precedent in our democracy that inciting
violence and crying “stop the steal” is not a permitted
response to losing a democratic election.

As the prosecution appealed, this impeachment trial
isn’t only about Trump. It's about precedent - both the
history that led us to this moment, and the lesson we
give to the future of how we recognise, confront, or
ignore political insurrection. As Representative Diana
DeGette said: “Unless we take action, the violence is
only just beginning.”

And when it starts, none of us can say we did not see
it coming.
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Europe ahead in race for hydrogen projects, in
race to meet climate goals: Report

ost of the world’s planned hydrogen
projects and the biggest chunk of related

investments this decade are expected to

be in Europe, an industry report said on , as the conti-

nent races to scale up the low-carbon fuel to meet
climate goals.

The European Union has made hydrogen a key plank
in its aim to eliminate its greenhouse gas emissions
by 2050, with plans to install 40GW of electrolyzers
this decade -- equipment to produce emissions-free
hydrogen using water and renewable power.

The EU currently has less than 0.1GW of electrolyzers,
and is betting on a rapid scale-up to decarbonize steel,
heavy transport and chemicals, the latter of which
already uses hydrogen produced from fossil fuels.

Of the 228 hydrogen projects announced globally, 55
percent of them -- 126 projects -- are in Europe, busi-
ness group the Hydrogen Council said in its first tally

of the global project pipeline, done with consultancy
McKinsey.

Most are due to launch this decade, focusing on re-
newable hydrogen or fossil fuel-based hydrogen using
technology to capture the resulting emissions.

If all planned projects were realized, the report said
global investments would exceed $300 billion this
decade -- around 1.4 percent of total energy sector in-

vestments -- with Europe pulling in around 45 percent

of the total.

The majority of that funding has not yet been secured.

Hydrogen Council executive director Daryl Wilson
attributed Europe’s lead to early investments in
hydrogen supply chains and projects like Germany’s
hydrogen-fueled trains, plus climate change policies.

“That stable policy commitment environment allows

the industry to have the confidence to act,” he said.

Hydrogen Council members -- including Royal Dutch

HYDRogE

ENP
100% E|. DWEHE

CL‘I'! : \

Shell Plc, BMW, Microsoft Corp and Sinopec -- plan to
increase hydrogen investments six-fold through 2025,
from 2019 levels.

The report pointed to the huge challenges ahead to
scale up hydrogen production, build transportation
and storage infrastructure, and massively expand
renewable power capacity to produce the fuel.

If that happened, renewable hydrogen could hit
cost parity with fossil fuel-based versions by 2028 in
regions with abundant cheap renewable power, like
the Middle East, under Hydrogen Council members’
estimates.
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Canada launches 58-nation initiative to stop arbitrary detentions

anada on launched a 58-nation initiative Union.
to stop countries from detaining foreign The declaration does not target any nation. Garneau

citizens for diplomatic leverage, a practice said it was designed to increase diplomatic pressure

state-backed newspaper, cited unnamed experts as
saying the initiative was “an aggressive and ill-consid-
ered attack designed to provoke China”.

Among the signatories is the United States. Last week
the State Department called for the release of the two
Canadians and rejected China’s

T U,

use of coercion as a

|u

that Ottawa and Washington say China and others
are using.

Foreign ministers signed a non-binding declaration
to denounce what Canadian Foreign Minister Marc
Garneau called unacceptable behavior.

“Taking people from their families and using them as
bargaining chips is both illegal and immoral,” he said
by phone, calling the effort the first of its kind.

Other signatories include Japan, Britain, Australia
and virtually all members of the 27-nation European

on countries that detain foreigners as well as
others who might want to do so. Ottawa is locked in a dispute with Bei-
jing, which detained two Canadians
in 2018 after Vancouver police
picked up a senior Huawei
Technologies Co Ltd executive
on a U.S. warrant. Canada
denounces what it calls
“hostage diplomacy” while
China insists the two cases
are not linked.

But a Canadian official said the
initiative had been sparked by
concern over arrests of for-
eigners by China, Iran, Russia
and North Korea.

Even before the declaration
was formally released, the
Global Times, a Chinese

political too

The Canadian official said the declaration could help
put pressure on Beijing.

“We want to make them feel a little uncomfortable.
We want them to know that a lot of countries think
this practice is unacceptable and hopefully over time
it does contribute to a change in behavior,” said the
official, who requested anonymity given the sensitivity
of the situation.
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Turkey’s Erdogan seeks
‘win-win’ relation-

ship with US following
years of friction

urkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan said on that he wants to
forge a “win-win” relationship with the United States, to end years
of fractious ties between the NATO allies.
The Turkish leader stressed that “the common interests of Turkey
and the United States outweigh the differences”.

In comments released by the presidency in a video on Twitter,
Erdogan said “we hope to reinforce our cooperation with the new
American administration on a win-win basis”.

Turkey had greeted the election of US President Joe Biden with
some suspicion, fearing a hardening of the American stance to-
wards Turkey on several issues.

Indeed the new US administration swiftly rebuked Turkey, urging
the release of prominent civil society leader Osman Kavala and
criticising homophobic rhetoric in a crackdown on student demon-
strators.

Those statements were in line with Biden’s vow to put a new
priority on the promotion of democracy, but the United States and
Turkey have plenty of other disputes likely to exacerbate tensions.

Erdogan defiantly bought Russia’s advanced
S-400 missile system, brushing aside
warnings that it was jeopardising its role in
the NATO alliance, leading the then US Pres-
ident Donald Trump to impose sanctions on
the Turkish defence industry.

And a New York court will in May start
a trial of Turkey’s state-run Halk-
bank over allegedly evading
sanctions on Iran, potentially
inflicting a heavy economic
blow on Turkey.

On Turkey accused the United
States of supporting “terror-
ists” and summoned its am-
bassador after Washington
declined to immediately
back Ankara’s claim that
Kurdish militants had
executed 13 Turkish
nationals in Iraq.

Washington sought to
defuse the diplomatic
row by saying later
Monday that it accept-
ed Ankara’s claim that
PKK Kurdish “terrorists”
had executed the 13
Turks in Iraq.

“We expect a clear attitude from all our
allies after the cowardly terrorist attack
which claimed the lives of our 13 nation-
als,” Erdogan said.

The PKK has for decades used Iraq’s
mountainous areas as a springboard for its
insurgency against the Turkish state.

Both Washington and Ankara view the PKK as
a terrorist organisation but the US also backs
a Kurdish militia in neighbouring Syria in the
conflict against President Bashar al-Assad.

This provides another source of tension
between Turkey and the United States.
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India, China complete troop pullout from lake area

completed a pullout from a lake

area on their disputed border in
the western Himalayas, setting the
scene for disengagement at other
friction points, the two countries
saidon.

I ndian and Chinese troops have

Thousands of soldiers have been
facing off since April on the Line

of Actual Control (LAC), or the de
facto border, including at the glacial
Pangong Tso lake.

Earlier this month, military com-
manders agreed to begin pulling
out troops, tanks and artillery in a
first step towards full withdrawal.

the two commanders met to review
the pullout.

“The two sides positively appraised
the smooth completion of disen-
gagement of frontline troops in the
Pangong Lake area noting that it

was a significant step forward that
provided a good basis for resolution
of other remaining issues along the
LAC in Western Sector,” a joint press
release said.

The deployment in the remote area
that falls in India’s Ladakh region
and adjoins the Chinese-adminis-
tered Aksai Chin plateau had raised
fears of a broader conflict between
the two countries.

A clash erupted in the Galwan
Valley in June, when 20 Indian sol-
diers were killed in the first combat
losses on the disputed border in
more than four decades. China said
this week it lost four soldiers in the
fighting.

Troops remain in close proximity on
other parts of the undefined border
including at Hot Springs, Gogra Post
and the Depsang plains, officials

said. The commanders had a candid

and in-depth exchange of views on
the situation on the border, the two
countries said in the press release.

“The two sides agreed to follow the
important consensus of their state
leaders, continue their communi-
cation and dialogue, stabilize and
control the situation on the ground,
push for a mutually acceptable
resolution of the remaining issues
in a steady and orderly manner, so
as to jointly maintain peace and
tranquillity in the border areas,”
they said.

India and China fought a war in
1962 and the border remains unde-
fined. India said Chinese troops had
intruded deep into its side of the
LAC last April, triggering the most
serious stand-offs in decades.

China denied its troops had
transgressed the LAC and accused
Indian border guards of provocative
behaviour.
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UNHRC Adopts Resolution Calling For Release Of Detained Myanmar Political Officials

in a statement.

Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and

Federation, Venezuela, Bolivia and the Philippines.

cil (UNHRC) on Friday adopted a reso-

lution condemning the military coup in
Myanmar and calling for the immediate and
unconditional release of all persons arbitrarily
detained in the country and the lifting of the
state of emergency.

Before the Council adopted the resolution, it
continued its general debate, in which speakers said
that censorship had been tightened in Myanmar and
security forces had cracked down violently against
peaceful protesters, in violation of international
standards.

Noting that the military had blocked access to
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and a number of virtual
private networks, the speakers warned that further
internet cuts could allow the military to commit more
human rights violations and asserted that State Coun-
sellor Aung San Suu Kyi and other political leaders
should be immediately released, as should all those
who were arbitrarily detained.

the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human
rights in Myanmar to assess the current human rights
situation in Myanmar, and to provide updates
in their reports to the Human Rights
Council, and called upon Myanmar
authorities to engage and cooper-
ate with United Nations human
rights mechanisms, according
to the statement.
The draft resolution was
introduced by the United
Kingdom and Austria on
behalf of the European Union
(EU). Speaking in explanation
of vote were China, the Russian

The Council also urgently called for the immedi-
ate and unconditional release of all persons
arbitrarily detained following the coup,
including State Counsellor Aung San

Suu Kyi and President Win Myint

among others and the lifting

of the state of emergency,

while stressing the need

to refrain from violence

and fully respect human

T he United Nations Human Rights Coun-

«In a resolution on the human rights implications of
the crisis in Myanmar, adopted without a vote as oral-
ly revised, the Council deplored the removal of the
Government democratically elected by the people of rights, fundamental
Myanmar in the general election held on 8 November freedoms and the rule
2020, and the suspension of mandates of members of of law.

all parliaments, and called for the restoration of the The UNHRC further
democratically elected Government,” the UNHRC said requested the United
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Samsung Galaxy
A52 4G full specs
and price surface

ccording to the latest leak, the Samsung Gal-
axy A52 4G we’ve been hearing about for a few
months now will have an MSRP between 9.3 mil-

lion to 9.5 million VND ($405/€335 to $410/€340) in Viet-
nam.

We know the Galaxy A52 4G will be powered by the Snap-
dragon 720G SoC, run Android 11, and have 8GB RAM, as it
was spotted on Geekbench last December, but the new leak
reveals the smartphone will have 128GB storage onboard
and pack 6.5” 60Hz Super AMOLED display.

The Galaxy A52 4G will feature a total of five cameras - a
32MP selfie shooter with the 64MP primary camera on the
rear panel accompanied by one 12MP and two 5MP units.

The A52 4G will pack a 4,500 mAh battery with 25W
charging and have four color options - Blue, Lavender,
White, and Black. The source says that Galaxy A52 4G will
be up for purchase in Vietnam in the last week of March and
compete with the Oppo Reno5 4G.

There will also be a 5G-ready version of the Galaxy A52,
which the source claims will be sold for around 11 million
VND ($480/€395) and come with a Snapdragon 750G chip.

The Galaxy A52 5G was spotted on Geekbench with Snap-
dragon 750G SoC, Android 11, and 6GB RAM, but it’s ex-
pected to have an 8GB RAM model as well.

The A52 5G is rumored to sport a 6.5” AMOLED screen with
a fingerprint reader underneath, which leaked renders re-
vealed has a punch hole in the center for the selfie camera.

The A52 5G will feature four cameras on the back and come
in four shades - Awesome Black, Awesome White, Awe-
some Violet, and Awesome Blue.

The smartphone will come with a 4,500 mAh battery, and
3C revealed it will be bundled with a 15W in-box charger,
but it will likely go as fast as its 4G counterpart.
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Tourism on track in the world’s

largest cave

ast rock formations the size of multi-storey
V buildings loom above Ho Minh Phuc, as he picks

a path through the gloom inside the world’s
largest cave.

Phuc, who once earned a living through illegal logging, is
a porter for the small tour groups that explore Vietnam’s
Son Doong -- a cave so large it has its own ecosystem and
weather patterns.

Home to flying foxes and a 70-metre rock formation resem-
bling a dog’s paw, the cave is an otherworldly wonder that
has reshaped the lives of the surrounding community since
it opened for boutique tourism in 2013.

Trapped in poverty, young men like Phuc once had little
choice but to forage in the depths of Phong Nha-Ke Bang
National Park -- the World Heritage site where Son Doong
lies.

There they searched for precious agarwood, a hugely
sought-after material known as “the wood of the gods”
and widely used for incense.

¥ Others eked out a living from hunting endangered

j civets and porcupines in the forest.

“We had to do all we could to avoid the forest rang-
ers,” 35-year-old Phuc told AFP. “We did nothing
good for nature.”

- Lost for nearly two decades -

Son Doong in central Quang Binh province was first

discovered by local forager Ho Khanh in 1991, when

he stumbled upon an opening in a limestone cliff
and heard the sounds of a river deep inside.

But after returning home through the thick
surrounding jungle, Khanh forgot where the
hidden entrance lay, and it stayed lost for an-

other two decades.

When he eventually led a team of British experts back
there in 2009, the team found it had the largest cross-sec-
tion of any cave anywhere on the planet.

It is large enough to house the 40-floor skyscrapers of an
entire New York City block, according to adventure tour
company Oxalis, which guides visitors into the caves.

When Son Doong was opened to tourists four years later,
the lives of Khanh and hundreds of locals changed forever.

They soon became porters and guides and opened their
homes to guests wanting a bed for the night.
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U.S. plays down Iran rhetoric, waits to see if Tehran resumes talks

U.S. official played

down comments by the

Iranian supreme leader
on that Tehran could enrich
uranium to 60% purity, saying
that would be concerning but
Iran has not done so yet and
Washington is waiting to see if
Tehran will return to talks.

The United States on offered to
sit down with the Iranians along
with other parties to a 2015
nuclear deal to see if there is a
way to return to the pact aban-
doned by former U.S. President
Donald Trump.

Iran’s supreme leader Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei said Tehran may
enrich uranium up to 60% puri-

ty if the country needed it, state
TV reported, adding that Tehran
will never yield to the U.S. pres-
sure over its nuclear work.
“Until you get back to talks,
both sides are going to take
positions ... to elevate the

tone. But | don’t know that we
need to focus on that. Let’s see
whether they agree to come
back to the table,” said the U.S.
official, speaking on condition
of anonymity.

“There is no doubt that if we
don’t reach an understanding,
they will continue to expand
their nuclear program ... wheth-
er it’s what he says they will do
- 60% - or something else,” said

the U.S. official.

“Both sides are now accumulat-
ing leverage, whether it’s them
with their nuclear steps, or us
with the sanctions that have
been imposed. That’s not really
helping either side,” the U.S.
official added.

It would be “very concerning”
to Washington if Iran enriched
to 60%, but it had not yet done
so, the official said. The United
States wants to “find a way so
that neither side feels a need
to escalate but to the contrary
wants to get back to the place
where both sides are in compli-
ance.”
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5 Jewelry Trends That Are Big For 2021

our outfit is not complete without the right

jewelry. Whether you like your jewelry

contemporary, edgy, or traditional, designers
have showcased some head-turning pieces on the run-
way this year that you can embrace in your everyday

styling as well as for special occasions.

Although the pandemic put a standstill to everything
including the world of fashion, the brands did not stop
experimenting with new designs and bringing out their
latest collections. Some trends saw a resurgence, while
some trends did not make a single appearance on the
runway and some finally got the spotlight.

1. TIMELESS PEARLS

Your mother must be very happy seeing that pearls
have made a comeback this year. Pearls are one of the
most timeless pieces of jewelry. Although for long they
have been treated as heirloom pieces inherited from
mothers to daughters, that is not the case anymore.
This year, on the runways, designers have attempted
to layer different kinds of pearls together and create a
mismatched look. So you can layer off as many pear!
necklaces as you want and will not be called out for
lacking a fashion sense!

2. ONE AND ONLY

Big singles earrings have been on the runway last year
but the trend did not exactly take off because, well,

2020 was not the best year for anything. However, that
seems to be changing, as 2021 saw brands like Fendi,
N21, and Alberta Ferretti coming out with single ear-
rings as one of the many winter accessory trends.
Fashion experts believe that the trend is going to be in
the spotlight this year, so you better get ready to shop
all the trendiest single earrings you can find!

3. GEOMETRIC SHAPES JEWELRY

If you have been waiting for this trend to die down,
unfortunately, it does not seem like it will be happening
anytime soon. The trend is back on the runway this year
as brands like Sportsman, and Robdejer showcased it.
These pieces of jewelry in different shapes are a little
heavy and make for great statement pieces. You can find

WWW.ARABAMERICANTODAY.NET

these on earrings, chokers, and even bangles!

It is best to pair this jewelry with a simple monochro-
matic look that will look perfect for a Saturday night out
look as well as for a Sunday morning brunch. Layering
this jewelry is not a good choice. A majority of these
pieces come in silver colors.

4, LONG NECKLACES

Finally, the lock necklaces are back this season! For all
of you who have been sick of the 90s chokers dominat-
ing the runway the last few seasons, you can finally be
relieved that the trend is gone.

You can splurge as much as you want on these long
necklaces. Chloe, Dior, Tory Burch, and many others did
not shy away from revealing their latest long necklace

collection this season!

Long necklaces are extremely versatile. It can be worn
with a dress or a simple top or even a pantsuit! From
celebs to supermodels have been spotted wearing long
necklaces with high collar tops!

5. THE ICY DIAMONDS

We saw a number of Jewelry trends make a comeback
this year, from pearls to long necklaces but there is one
piece of jewelry that is forever going to stay in trend no
matter what — diamonds.

Every year diamond pieces make an appearance on

the runway and this year was no different except that
brands this year went all out. Brands took the phrase
‘dripping in diamonds’ quite literally; from diamond-en-
crusted full headpieces to earpieces to necklaces!

As they say, a girl can never say no to diamonds. Chanel,
Simone Rocha, Hermes have all added new diamond
pieces to their collections. If diamonds are what you live
for, do not forget to add these pieces to your collection.
However, remember to buy certified diamonds only,
and steer clear of sellers who refuse to show you the
documents.

Now that you have reached the end of the post, what
remains now is for you to splurge your money on these
6 hottest jewelry trends this year and be ready for
spring 2021!
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France’s nuclear colonial legacy in Algeria

Malia Bouattia

President Emmanuel Macron’s recent statement that a
“memories and truth” commission will be established
to look into the history of the French colonisation of
Algeria, has led to much public discussion over this
bloody legacy. And in this context, the absence of
apologies or offers of reparations by the French state
has not gone unnoticed.

One area of particular contention in this process is the
ongoing and detrimental effects of France’s nuclear
testing in Algeria, conducted throughout the 1960s.

France conducted its first nuclear test known as the
“Gerboise Bleue” in February 1960 in the Sahara
Desert - an atomic bomb that was four times the
strength of Hiroshima. A total of 17 tests were carried
out, four of them atmospheric detonations, and 13
underground.

Nuclear testing continued in the region until 1966, four

years after the independence of Algeria from French
colonial rule, due to a clause in the Evian Accords
which were signed by the Provisional Government of
the Algerian Republic (GPRA). The accords established

the parameters for Algerian independence. The defeat-
ed colonial power demanded to be able to continue to

destroy Algeria’s environment and poison its people.

At the time of the tests, around 40,000 people lived
in the affected area, and the tests had a horrific effect
on these communities. Many were impacted directly,

while others were poisoned over time due to the radi-
ation. In fact, 60 years after Gerboise Bleue, babies are

still being born with illnesses and malformations.

The destruction caused to the land and animal species

in the Sahara is also often overlooked. The radiation
has caused a reduction in livestock and biodiversity

as well as the vanishing of certain migratory birds and
reptiles. The tests even led to the movement of sand
dunes.

«These nuclear tests need to be seen in the context
of a cruel and inhuman colonial experience that was
synonymous with expropriation, genocide, racism
and pauperisation,” explains Hamza Hamouchene,

co-founder of Algeria Solidarity Campaign and Environ-

mental Justice North Africa.

Nuclear waste remains in the region with the French
state refusing to take action to - literally - clean up

its (radioactive) mess. The International Campaign to
Abolish Nuclear Weapons (ICAN) called on the French
government to take responsibility for the long-term
damage that it has caused.

In a report last year, the Nobel Peace Prize winning
group highlighted that, “The majority of the waste is
in the open air, without any security, and accessible
by the population, creating a high level of sanitary and
environmental insecurity».

In addition to all of this, Algeria is still waiting to be
told where the toxic waste was buried, a demand that
ICAN also stressed. Jean-Claude Hervieux, a French
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electrician who worked on the nuclear testing efforts
in Algeria told DW, “When we left Algeria, we dug large
holes and we buried everything».

Furthermore, doubt continues to shroud all the facts
related to these and other colonial crimes committed
by the French state as they scrambled to maintain
power over Algeria, and later refused to even acknowl-
edge the chapter in the country’s history. Important
archives pertaining to the 132 years of occupation are
yet to be returned or made public, for example.

Mustapha Khiati, president of the National Founda-
tion for Health Progress and Research Development
(FOREM) in Algeria, states that France had actually
conducted 57 nuclear tests. In addition to the 17 tests,
which are often mentioned, another 35 took place in
Hammoudia in the Reganne region of the Sahara, and
five nuclear experiments in In Ecker.

The list of colonial horrors linked to these tests in-
cludes rounding up Algerians from internment camps
and prisons and tying them to pillars to analyse the
impact of nuclear explosions on their skin.

To read the rest of the article go to :
https://english.alaraby.co.uk/
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Facebook announces UK trial to tackle climate misinformation

acebook has said it will start labelling common myths such as the false claim that polar bear cooperation required to prevent catastrophic global sharing being suppressed on Facebook’s platform.
misinformation about the climate populations are not suffering due to global heating, or warming. Facebook is in a unique position to counter
crisis in a small trial limited to the UK. the widespread belief that excess carbon the circulation of online misinformation, and With the climate science labelling, Facebook is in
emissions help plant life. Facebook 4‘-. T the new climate ‘myth-busting’ section is effect reversing a position stated in 2019 in which it
Labels will be attached to certain posts directing users is working with climate commu- an important step toward debunking overturned a third-party factcheck that had marked
to Facebook’s Climate Science Information Center, a re- nication experts from around dangerous falsehoods.” an opinion piece as “false” for spreading climate
pository of fact-checked claims about the environment. the world, including at the falsehoods. Facebook’s policy exempts comment articles
University of Cambridge, to The project marks a rare foray for from factchecking, which led to criticism in 2020 from
The company has not yet said how it will decide which produce the content. Facebook into directly combat- US senators including Elizabeth Warren.
posts receive the label, but the process is similar to that ing misinformation on its plat-
used in the US election when it attempted to algorith- Dr Sander van der Linden, form. Typically the company “The climate crisis is too important to allow blatant lies
mically discern posts that shared common myths or a Cambridge academic handles the issue through an to spread on social media without consequence,” the
misconceptions, and appended a link taking users to a who has worked with arms-length partnership with senators wrote at the time. “Without action to address
“voting information centre”. Facebook on the centre, third-party factcheckers such the crisis, the risks from climate change will continue
said: “The spread of dam- as the UK’s Full Fact, who are to grow for political and financial systems around the
A new section of the Climate Science Information aging falsehoods endangers empowered to mark claims as world.”
Center, launching alongside the labelling trial, debunks the level of international true or false, which then leads to
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Cllmate change may have played a key role”
in coronavirus pandemic, study says

uman-caused climate change” may

have played a key role “in the corona-

virus pandemic .That's the conclusion
of a new study which examined how changes
in climate have transformed the forests of
Southeast Asia ,resulting in an explosion of bat
species in the region.

The researchers found that ,due to changes in
vegetation over the past 100 years ,an additional
40species of bat have moved into the region,
carrying with them 100 more types of bat-borne
coronaviruses .Bats are known carriers of coro-
naviruses ,with various species carrying thou-
sands of different types .Many scientists believe
the virus that started the worldwide COVID19-
pandemic originated in bats in southern China’s
Yunnan province or neighboring areas before it
crossed paths with humans.

These findings have scientists concerned about
the probability that climate change will make
future pandemics more likely.

»If bats carrying around 100 coronaviruses ex-
panded into a new area due to climate change,
then it would seem likely that this increases,
rather than decreases ,the chance that a corona-
virus harmful to humans is present ,transmitted,
or evolves in this area “,explains Dr .Robert
Beyer ,lead author of the study and a researcher

at the University of Cambridge.

China Hunt For Virus Origins

The researchers used climate records to create

a map of the world’s vegetation as it was a
century ago .Using knowledge of the type of
vegetation required by different bat species,
they determined the global distribution of each
species in the early1900 s.

They then compared this to current bat pop-
ulations .Their results reveal that bat species
richness — the number of different bat species
found in a given area— has flourished in this
pocket of Southeast Asia more than any other
place on Earth.

The image below ,from the study ,shows how
the forests of southern China ,Myanmar and
Laos have changed over the past century ,en-
hancing the habitat favored by bats and allowing
more species to proliferate .This distinct bullseye
over the region shows the increase in bat
species richness) .The study does not consider
overall population sizes ,just the diversity of bat
species in the area(.

According to the authors ,climate changes such
as increases in temperature ,sunlight and carbon
dioxide ,which affect the growth of plants and
trees ,have shifted the makeup of vegetation in
southern China ,turning tropical shrubland into

tropical savannah and deciduous woodland.
This type of forest ,the authors contend ,is more
suitable to bat species.

The study calls this area in Southeast Asia” a
global hotspot “for bat species and points to ge-
netic data suggesting that SARS-CoV ,2-the virus
that causes COVID ,19-originated in this region.
This ,the authors say ,provides the first evidence
of a way that climate change could have played
a direct role in the emergence of the virus.

»We estimate that ,over the past century,
climate change caused a significant increase in
the number of bat species in the location where
SARS-CoV 2-likely originated “,said Beyer” .This
increase suggests a possible mechanism for how
climate change could have played a role in the
origin of the pandemic«.

A team of researchers from the World Health
Organization was finally allowed into Wuhan,
China ,in January to investigate the source of the
outbreak ,which was first reported in that city a
little over one year ago .A leading theory among
scientists is that the virus originated in bats
before making the jump to humans ,potentially
through an animal host like pangolins .Some of
the first cases were linked to a wildlife market

in Wuhan .But as of now ,this is only a theory,
and researchers are just beginning to formally
investigate the origins of the pandemic.

Dr . Ali Nasser
Internal Medicine . Board Certifie

Nitha Abraham, PA
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Hyundai challenges Kia with the new Tucson

yundai has revealed its new mod-
H ified Tucson model, which many

have described as the strongest
competitor to Kias Sportage cars.

The new Tucson N Line is most distinguished
by the unique design of its front fascia, where
the lighting units overlap with the radiator
grille elements, as well as the unique shape
of the base lamps and fog lights.

Hyundai’s designers were keen to show the
power and sportiness in this car, as they
made the chassis more prominent in the
circumference of the wheels compared to
previous Tucson models, also made it more
streamlined and equipped it with air holes
of different shapes, and provided the vehicle
with an air spoiler installed on the back of
the roof to increase stability at high speeds.
Frames on distinctive chrome discs, 19 inch

As for the cabin of the vehicle, it was deco-
rated with metal N Line logos, the seats were
embroidered with red threads to acquire the

characteristic of sports car seats, and the
steering interface was equipped with a large
touch screen installed in the middle, and an
additional screen opposite the driver that
works as an electronic instrument panel.
The car got light and rain sensors, distance
sensors, front and rear cameras, and ad-
vanced electronic safety systems to avoid ac-
cidents and maintain the lane while moving
on the highways.

The new N Line relies on turbo-
charged petrol engines with a
capacity of 1.6 liters with a
torque of 150 horsepower, and
turbocharged gasoline engines
with a torque of 180 horse-
power, turbocharged diesel
engines that generate torque
equivalent to 136 horsepow-
er, and versions with hybrid
engines that generate torque
equivalent to 265 horsepower
will be launched from them.
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U.S. housing starts fell more than expected in January amid soaring lumber prices

.S. homebuilding fell more

than expected in January amid

soaring lumber prices, though a
surge in permits for future construction
suggested the housing market remains

supported by lean inventories and his-
torically low mortgage rates.

Housing starts decreased 6.0% to a
seasonally adjusted annual rate of 1.580
million units last month, the Commerce
Department said. Economists polled

by Reuters had forecast starts would
drop to a rate of 1.658 million units in
January. Homebuilding fell 2.3% on a
year-on-year basis.

The housing market has outperformed

other sectors of the economy during the
Covid-19 pandemic, supported by lower
mortgage rates and demand for spacious

accommodations for home offices and
schooling. But expensive inputs and
lack of land pose a threat to
continued robust hous-

ing market gains.

A survey on
showed confi-
dence among
single-family
homebuild-
ers edged
upin
February.

But builders
com-

plained that
record-high
lumber prices
were “adding
thousands of
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dollars to the cost of a new home and
causing some builders to abruptly halt
projects.”

homes.

Permits for future homebuilding shot up

10.4% to a rate of 1.881 million units in

Softwood lumber pric-
es jumped a record
73% on a year-on-
year basis in Jan-
uary, according
wm  to data from
the Labor
Department.
Still, the
housing mar-
ket remains
supported
by historically
low mortgage
rates and lean
inventories of
previously owned

2

10K

January. Permits typically lead starts by
one to two months.

Single-family homebuilding, the largest
share of the housing market, tumbled
12.2% to a seasonally adjusted annual
rate of 1.162 million units. Single-family
starts had increased for eight straight
months. Single-family building permits
rose 3.8% to a rate of 1.269 million units
in January.

Starts for the volatile multi-family seg-
ment surged 17.1% to a pace of 418,000
units. Building permits for multi-family
housing projects soared 27.2% to a pace
of 612,000 units.
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Fresh Spices & Seasonings
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Fresh Nuts & Mixed Nuts - Organic Honey
California Medjool Dates & Ruttab
Natural Herbs & Essential Oils
MNatural Beauty Supplies
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13 Educational Youtube Channels For Toddlers

for toddlers are great! If you're

looking for a way to let them learn
safely online, these 13 options are the per-
fect place to start!

T hese educational YouTube channels

Make youtube educational for your toddler! Check
out these 13 must see youtube channels that will help
educate your toddler as they have fun!

1. SUPERKIDS

This channel has practically everything a toddler needs
to learn as they grow up. From educating them on
colors to nursery rhymes and silly songs, it’s a perfect
educational channel for toddlers.

2. SCISHOW

In this channel, kids get to learn about different things
on themed days. For instance, on Mondays, kids can
learn something interesting and unique about the
world and on Fridays, they can learn the latest in
science news.

3. ABCKIDTV — NURSERY RHYMES

It's a channel designed to help kids under the age of 6
learn about numbers, colors, shapes, animals and a lot
more. It is a massively popular channel.

4. CRASH COURSE KIDS
Crash course kids explores science and makes it
interesting enough for your toddler to understand the
subject.

5. DREAM ENGLISH KIDS

This channel provides a unique and stupidly fun way
for kids to learn English. Kids can sing and dance
alongside Matt as they learn more about the
English language.

6. COOL SCHOOL

Let your kids join superheroes, story-
tellers and craft teachers as they teach,
laugh, play and learn in a super fun way.
There is never a boring day when Ms.
Booky is teaching.

7. SESAME STREET

Sesame Street is produced by a non-
profit educational
organization which
creates cartoon
characters and
other avatars to wd

help kids learn b g
about a bunch of
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subjects in a fun way.

8. IT'S OKAY TO BE SMART
Let the kids become smart through this nerd channel
as they learn about science and a bunch of related
subjects. Let them know that it’s Okay to be smart.
9. BRAVE WILDERNESS
You kids will learn everything they need to know
about different types of animals present in
our wilderness, right from the comfort of
their homes. This is a realistic channel that
brings videos shot from actual wilderness
and narrated in a simple and exciting
& Way.
- 10. LITTLEBABYBUM
Little Baby Bum is another nursery
rhyme channel that uses 3D and 2D tech-
nology to bring about great and exciting
videos for the kids. It's a good learning
platform and kids can easily sing and

*  dance along to the repetitive rhymes.

B

11. SIMPLE KIDS CRAFTS
Simple Kids Crafts teaches the kids
how to make different forms of

craft using dolls, miniature objects and much more. It
is an interactive and step-by-step learning channel for
kids who want to build stuff.

12. FUN KIDS PLANET

On this channel, kids get to learn about a bunch of
different surprises and toys from across the planet.
The channel is updated twice every day and it will
definitely keep your kids entertained for hours. Let
them watch to learn about numbers, alphabets and
rhymes in a fun and exciting way.

13. RYAN TOYSREVIEW

How about learning about toys from a kid who uses
and reviews them himself? Ryan might be the most
spoilt kid on the planet (with all those toys!) but

he is also fun to watch and educative. He offers his
review on most toys your kid will want and tells them
why they are cool or not. Not your typical kind of
education for a kid but the channel is interesting and
informative. And kids love it!

When it comes to finding educational resources on-
line, YouTube can be a great resource when carefully
monitored!
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Fitness aslu
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minute home
1 Otoning workout
Firm up your bum, abs, legs and arms with this 10-minute home toning work-
out.
You'll need a resistance band (also called an exercise band) for some of the
exercises.
If you don’t have one, you can use bottles of water or other weighted objects.
This toning exercise routine counts towards your recommended weekly activity
target for strength.
Before you begin, warm up with this 6-minute warm-up.
Afterwards, cool down with a 5-minute stretch.
The 3/4 press-up or full press-up: 2 sets of 12 to 15 repetitions (reps)
Place your hands underneath your shoulders with your arms fully extended,
palms flat and fingers facing forward. Rest your knees on the floor.
Bend at your elbows, lowering your chest down, no lower than 5¢cm from the
floor. Push back up and repeat.
The full press-up
Place your hands underneath your shoulders with your arms fully extended,
palms flat and fingers facing forward. Keep your legs straight and knees off the
floor.
Bend your arms at your elbows, lowering your chest until it's 5cm above the
floor and your elbows reach 90 degrees.
Keep your back and legs straight at all times, as if your body was a plank. Try
not to bend or arch your upper or lower back as you push up. Push back up and
repeat.
Tricep dip: 2 sets of 12 to 15 reps
Sit on the floor with your knees bent, feet on the floor, hands on the floor
behind you with fingers pointing towards your body.
To begin, lift your hips off the floor. Now, slowly bend your elbows and lower

your body close to the floor and slowly push back up, but don’t lock the elbows.

For more of a challenge, rest your hands on a stable bench or step.

Shoulder press: 2 sets of 12 to 24 reps

Place the resistance band under both feet, stand tall with your arms bent and
by your sides, fists raised to shoulder level.

Without lifting your shoulders, slowly extend your arms above your head until
they come together, and then widen the hand grip as you return your arms to
their starting position.

Shoulder press with lunge: 1 set of 12 to 24 reps on each side

Get into position by putting your right foot forward. Place the resistance band
under the right foot and hold onto both ends.

As you bend your legs to drop into a lunge, straighten your arms above your
head as high as feels comfortable.

Slowly return to the starting position and repeat.

Biceps curl: 2 sets of 12 to 24 reps

Standing tall with feet hip-width apart, place the resistance band under 1 foot,
or 2 for more of a challenge. Keep your stomach flat and squeeze your bum.
Hold the band with arms straight and by your sides, and palms facing out.
Slowly bend from the elbow, raising your fists to your shoulders, keeping your
elbows tucked in.

Slowly lower the band down and repeat.

Lateral raise: 2 sets of 12 to 24 reps

Stand tall with feet hip-width apart. Place the resistance band under both feet.
Keep your stomach flat and squeeze your bum.

Hold the band in each hand, palms facing in, and arms straight by your sides.
Slowly raise both arms, keeping them straight, up to shoulder height, taking
care not to lift your shoulders.

Slowly lower and repeat.

Squat: 2 sets of 15 to 24 reps

Stand with your feet shoulder-width apart and your hands down by your sides
or stretched out in front for extra balance.

Lower yourself by bending your knees until they're nearly at a right angle, with
your thighs parallel to the floor.

Keep your back straight and don’t let your knees extend over your toes.
Lunge: 1 set of 15 to 24 reps with each leg

Stand in a split stance, with your right leg forward and left right back. Slowly
bend the knees, lowering into a lunge, until both legs are nearly at right angles.
Keeping the weight on your heels, push back up to starting position.

Keep your back straight and don’t let your knees extend over your toes.
Stomach crunch: 2 sets of 15 to 24 reps

Lie down on your back, knees bent and hands behind your ears.

Keeping your lower back pressed into the floor, raise your shoulder

blades no more than 7.5cm off the floor and slowly lower down.
Don't tuck your neck into your chest as you rise, and don’t use
your hands to pull your neck up.

Back raise: 2 sets of 15 to 24 reps

Lie down on your chest and place your hands by your temples,
or extended out in front for more of a challenge.
Keeping your legs together and feet on the ground, raise
your shoulders off the floor no more than 7.5cm and
slowly lower down.

Keep a long neck and look down as you
perform the exercise.

Now cool down with this 5-minute
stretch and cool-down routine.
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China launches new satellite for communications and
technology tests

hina carried out its fourth orbital
space launch, sending a large satel-
lite towards geostationary orbit from

the hills of Xichang in the southwest of the
country.

A Long March 3B rocket lifted off from
Xichang Satellite Launch Feb. 4 sending the
TISW-6 communication technology experi-
ment satellite into orbit.

The China Aerospace Science and Technol-
ogy Corporation (CASC), China’s main space
contractor, confirmed (Chinese) that the
satellite had been successfully inserted into
geosynchronous transfer orbit — a path sat-
ellites take to reach a geostationary orbit high
above the Earth within an hour of launch.

TISW-6 was developed by the Shanghai
Academy of Spaceflight Technology (SAST), a
major CASC subsidiary, but few details about
the satellite were made available.

As with last week’s launch of three Yaogan
satellites, Chinese media released only a
short description of uses for the satellite

without any statement regarding the instru-
mentation and capabilities.

Chinese state media outlet Xinhua stated that
the TISW-6 satellite will be “used in commu-
nication, radio, television and data transmis-
sion, as well as technology tests.»

The omission of details is normal for any
country launching such classified payloads
into orbit. This suggests that the new satellite
has military-related uses and capabilities.
TISW-1, the first of the series, was launched
in 2015 to carry out communications tests.

Get ready to explore the wonders of our
incredible universe! The “Space.com Col-
lection” is packed with amazing astronomy,
incredible discoveries and the latest missions
from space agencies around the world. From
distant galaxies to the planets, moons and
asteroids of our own solar system, you'll
discover a wealth of facts about the cosmos,
and learn about the new technologies, tele-
scopes and rockets in development that will
reveal even more of its secrets.
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Sussex: Man surrenders to police for ‘peace and quiet’

wanted man surrendered to the police,
saying he would rather go to jail than

spend any more time with the people

he was living with.

rather go back to prison then have to spend
more time with the people he was living with!
he wrote, adding that the man was taken to pris-

on so he could have some time alone.

Sussex Police in the UK said that the man turned
himself in on afternoon in a bid for some peace
and quiet.

The man, who has not been identified, was
apparently fed-up of living with people in lock-
down. So annoyed was he that he rang up and
surrendered to Burgess Hill police station, decid-
ing that prison would be better than his current
living situation.

Inspector Darren Taylor, from Sussex Police,
posted details of the bizarre incident on Twitter.
“Wanted male handed himself in to the team
yesterday afternoon after informing us he would

The bizarre incident has generated amusement
on social media, where many said they could
totally relate to the man’s wish for some peace
and quiet and others speculated about how
terrible his housemates must have been to drive
him to prison.

“Lol priceless. | guess in his case, the crime cer-
tainly did pay!” wrote one Twitter user.

“Would the court consider sentencing him to
home detention with a tag. Sounds like it would
it would be a fitting punishment,” another sug-
gested
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