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Biden : US mission accomplished in Afghani-

stan, troop withdrawal to begin May 1

S troops will begin their with-
drawal from Afghanistan on May
1, President Joe Biden said , add-

ing that it was time to end America’s
longest war.

“I'have concluded that it’s time to end
America’s longest war. It’s time for
American troops to come home,” Biden
said in a speech from the White House.

Biden said the US would not conduct

a “hasty rush to the exit,” and that the
US would hold the Taliban responsible
for any future attacks on its troops or
allies. The withdrawal will be conducted
“responsibly, deliberately and safely,”
Biden said.

He added: “We will hold the Taliban
accountable for its commitment not to
allow any terrorists to threaten the US
or its allies from Afghan soil.”

The US president said he had coordi-
nated the planned move with Afghani
officials as well as US allies and partners,
including NATO members.

The White House released a statement
of Biden'’s call with his Afghani counter-
part Ashraf Ghani. “They discussed their

continued commitment to a strong bilat-

eral partnership following the departure
of US troops from Afghanistan,” accord-
ing to the statement.

Biden told Ghani that the US would
continue to support the Afghan people,
“including through continued devel-
opment, humanitarian, and security

9 ‘ April 2021 - Volume : 9 - Issue :100

assistance.”

NATO follows suit

“Recognizing that there is no military
solution to the challenges Afghanistan
faces, Allies have determined that we
will start the withdrawal of Resolute
Support Mission forces by May 1,” NATO

later said.

“We plan to have the withdrawal of all
US and Resolute Support Mission forces
completed within a few months,” the
statement read. “Any Taliban attacks on
Allied troops during this withdrawal will
be met with a forceful response.”

WWW.ARABAMERICANTODAY.NET
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UN : Thirty-four
migrants found
dead off Djibouti,
drowned after boat
capsized

T hirty-four migrants have died after their boat
capsized off the Horn of Africa nation of Djibouti,
the International Organization for Migrants said.
IOM regional director Mohammed Abdiker in Twitter
posts said the migrants were being transported by smug-
glers. He didn’t elaborate.

It is not immediately clear what countries the migrants
who drowned were from, but many people seek to make
that voyage from Ethiopia and Somalia. Fleeing poverty
and other difficulties, they often seek to reach first Yemen,
and then rich Persian Gulf nations. But the COVID-19 pan-
demic and other challenges often force some to turn back.

Olivia Headon, the IOM’s spokeswoman in Yemen, said
these migrants were returning from Yemen because of the
dire situation in the Arab world’s poorest, war-wrecked
country.

“They were so desperate to leave Yemen they put their
lives back into hands of unscrupulous smugglers,” she
said.

In March, at least 20 migrants died after smugglers threw
80 people overboard during a voyage from Djibouti to
Yemen.

In October, at least eight other migrants drowned after
smugglers forced them off a boat near Djibouti. In 2017,
up to 50 migrants from Somalia and Ethiopia drowned
when a smuggler forced them into the sea off Yemen’s
coast. And in 2018, at least 30 migrants and refugees died
when a boat capsized off Yemen, with survivors reporting
gunfire.
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Sudan denies that delegation will visit Israel

send its first delegation to Israel months

after a deal for ties between the two
countries, and two Sudanese sources said Khar-
toum had scrapped a planned visit.

S udan denied on reports that it would

Sources had previously told Reuters that a
Sudanese delegation comprising security and
intelligence officials would travel to Israel next
week.

Sudan agreed to take steps towards normal ties
with Israel last year in a deal brokered by then
U.S. President Donald Trump’s administration.
This month, Sudan’s cabinet voted to repeal a
1958 law to boycott Israel.

The issue is divisive in Sudan, which is going
through a delicate political transition following
the overthrow of former leader Omar al-Bashir
in 2019.

Two official Sudanese sources told Reuters that

an invitation to visit Israel had been accepted,
but that plans had later changed. They gave no
explanation for the change.

Sudan’s general intelligence service said “news
circulating on some media and social media
about the visit of a security delegation to Sudan
was not true”, state news agency SUNA report-
ed. Sudan’s security and defence council also
denied the news.

The deal for Sudan to normalise ties with Israel
was struck alongside normalisation deals with
the United Arab Emirates, Bahrain and Morocco,
and came as the United States agreed to remove
Sudan from its list of state sponsors of terrorism.

Sudan’s military is seen to have led the move,
but civilian groups with which it is sharing power
are more reluctant and say the deal must be
approved by a yet-to-be formed transitional
parliament.
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UK study : Ramadan
fasting safe in COV-
ID-19 pandemic

asting practices in the United Kingdom during Ramadan
last year did not lead to higher COVID-19 mortality rates
among Muslims, according to a new report.

The study, published on in the peer-reviewed Journal of Global Health, said
there was no evidence to suggest that British Muslims who observed the holy
month were more likely to die from a coronavirus infection.

During Ramadan, which lasts about four weeks, Muslims across the world
abstain from eating food and do not drink anything from dawn until sunset.
There are more than three million Muslims in the UK, about five percent of
the population, and most have South Asian origins.

Many Muslim communities have been disproportionately affected by the
pandemic, along with other minority groups.

“Our findings suggest that the practices associated with Ramadan did not have
detrimental effects on COVID-19 deaths,” the report said.

“There has been much commentary suggesting that the behaviours and
cultural practices of minority communities explain their increased exposure to
the pandemic,” it added, alluding to suggestions by some UK commentators
last year that there could be a “spike” in infections during Ramadan.

“These claims are not evidence based. Rather, they are unhelpful distractions
from inequalities in the social determinants of health, particularly inequal-
ities in living and working conditions, that have been key drivers of health
inequalities for all socially disadvantaged groups prior to as well as during the
COVID-19 pandemic.”

Fasting did not have ‘detrimental effect’

The report was based on a comparative analysis of COVID-19 mortality rates
during last year’s Ramadan, which began on April 23, shortly after the first
wave of the pandemic peaked in the UK.

Usual festivities and communal prayers at mosques were cancelled during the
montbh, in line with a nationwide lockdown.

Researchers analysed death rates in more than a dozen local authority areas in
England where the Muslim population was at least 20 percent.

They found that deaths fell steadily in these areas during the Ramadan period.
Furthermore, this trend continued post-Ramadan, the report said, “suggesting
that there was no lagged detrimental effect of fasting in the Muslim areas”.
Salman Wagar, who co-authored the study, told Al Jazeera the findings sug-
gested Ramadan did not have “detrimental effects” on COVID-19 outcomes.
He indicated the data also contradicted comments from some politicians and
other commentators that “certain communities, in particular, Muslims” were
responsible for rises in cases last year.

The Muslim Council of Britain (MCB), the UK's largest Muslim umbrella body,
meanwhile said the report disproved negative assumptions — largely perpetu-
ated by the far right — that Muslims would break lockdown rules in Ramadan
and cause a spike in infections.

Such perceptions were “steeped in prejudice”, designed to scapegoat Muslim
communities, and distract from the “wider structural health inequalities” that
they and other marginalised groups face, Omar Begg, MCB spokesman, told
Al Jazeera.

Hope for a Ramadan ‘free from assumptions’

The report on came less than two weeks before this year’s Ramadan is sched-
uled to begin on April 13.

“We hope this Ramadan will be free from ... assumptions, and that pragmatic
actions are taken at a policy level to address the causes of the inequalities the
pandemic has spotlighted,” Begg said.

Many of the world’s 1.8 billion Muslims fast during Ramadan. Some, such as
those who are unable to because of health reasons, or children, are exempt.
Wagar called on British Muslims to “take every precaution” during this year’s
holy month, despite an easing of England’s lockdown and a drop-off in infec-
tion rates, bolstered by a rapid mass vaccination campaign.

“This is especially [important] considering the disproportionate impact that
Muslim communities have endured in terms of COVID cases and deaths, but
also in vaccine uptake,” Waqar said, referencing a sense of vaccine hesitancy
among some Muslims and other minorities in the UK.
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In justice, family
life is straight-
forward

elations within the family are governed by a sponta-

neous and automatic nature; An informal relation-

ship, one that is governed in advance by acceptabil-
ity, submission, lowering the wing, and the unwillingness
of rebellion, and so on, respect for the authority of the
parents by the children, or respect for the position of the
husband in relation to the wife, or the wife in relation to
the husband, and so on.

Therefore, justice must be present powerfully in all the
details of the home atmosphere, and that it flow naturally,
and the owners of this authority must be well aware of the
matter, because the authority is dangerous, so how if it is
against people on whom you are spending, and there is no
room for objection, then the situation of the members of
the house becomes the case of those who do not He finds
a helper except God. For this, it is required that a climate of
justice prevail in the family, because it is impossible to enter
the judiciary, courts, and laws to separate the husband and
wife, or between the father and his children, and between

the children and their mother, and so on, as is
happening now in Western societies, where
the family yard has become like the yard of a
factory, a factory, or institutions , Without
spirit, and only laws prevail.

Marital relationship is justice and
mercy

The beginning is with the marital
relationship, as this relationship, if
justice is achieved in it, then we

dispense with many demands

for laws to lift the unfairness of
wives, because things will not
reach this limit. And the great-
ness of Islam is that it added an-
other mixture to the conditions
of justice, as it made justice in
the marital relationship mixed
with affection, mercy, kindness,
and comfort. A husband who
fears God and fears that he will
not be fair will not deceive his
wife, nor will he be miserly or
cruel to her, and also will not
abuse her.
There is no violence in the
dictionary of the believer’s
home, why? Because it is a
house governed by the verse:
(And among his signs is that he
created for you from yourselves

21 wives, so that you would live

to her and he made between

you the conditions of love and
love). , Many problems will
go away and not last.
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And time is the
TIME :
Goes on

And a tiger

On screen

The same
Roads

And his players
switch

of every sun
sound
Time is fixed

Rania Marjia
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With the shining

He stands and worries That there is not
waits for the next He guides and Time is a solution
And we are ad- sends us Our life

dicted to it And at infinity It’s about time
Come We will find the Our life

From seconds exit She goes and asks
For minutes Doctor who is for our death

And hours all trauma What is the bene-
He stops his But at the end of fit of guidance?
circuit the magic circle We will spend our
in it We will find lives asking and
Wickens The same inquiring

A mountain of Place

WWW.ARABAMERICANTODAY.NET



caallpe

6y ¥y ¥l olall el

Bl 5,51 )5 s o 9 cnall el
A5 @y e 43 ke Lo ylacg dyghoy 199y

ol LA S5 ~*u@@gyt¢|,ﬁncu\3u
i asgde I.mj‘d.\.b,sbﬁl Babe o Losse Llsl
4,840 m.u.;).\l Ubh” 385 3 /’4..5.!.4" obs ‘;\ mu.!b
(S FSY (.,.dl‘;\ I35 bl el ;S Bl e

uy:uus.la).bsqa).néwm(.kmbau‘uxams
o g elsms gl o 301 Lglle o gial o)
Oy @ Aiandl 0538l o g > 09 ida>
uo).v.ﬂ L@AA“MLA:J‘ UAJL'.U o AJ.\.«J‘ é uS)Lms
s i £l Logd bl B e b 8L o3
i) R

o gm.u L L@.mm..u,s -3 P Wul.uﬂ,

u‘j.t.c ”l).a.‘aj‘gau.\.mu"‘” ULAj 4.‘.\5}1.\1‘“.15)5‘"
R S ke

1

e gl

il wie 158 olasll
‘5PYquu4>3.1 L;lw)(d.\.:e.c”
Jdulwwu)xgaul\umd\‘)mul‘jlll,m
lyals Cung Go ,3SU1 335 5 lsal 3 posally LSl 3
£3:2ll OIS (gong o) Biolf Ll 0501 018 (g
J}ﬁs‘ubmu|mwulmsxb5h.u\ro
Ll g sl s Jlocl L sl (61 B0

T irosang yus yad 5,08 Ll Lo (o a2l
e sl ¥ (g1 )l e Allad ol g3 L3l
LS I ESally Lt il sl sl
E’_?JL;J‘HLA‘QLdj)Mgu-A-\eJ MJL:.\.U\ Ml.u;.” 5la>
Lo Dadaadl Ogaall a3 85 p2JL 0585 0l i Y
Bagall 5 (rag duall elsaf ) LIS Loy s I
bl welio (o wali e pudaid gl ol as Lo
i) 3ol gro Lilosd iy

5 i) i Ay g S 055 LS s
s dl allad) O” SulaliwY 4 Ly o IR l).u.x

ol 1) LSl oblally S e Yo (gl

wle u.;lS LAA ] dl m‘g_;uﬂ ubjudl aJL:\s ‘guf»
Jsj‘wbo)maj‘o»wufaﬁ@w‘shuuj

(o) ) 5 51 Llon) A5 ks D15

) u\.‘>5.‘ é u_u‘)& 9 b
\JL«LLZ\ ;S\Jl d.b u-"’ KV
u.,.n dslyall elsa Yl ong
S oo LAJ_;.L» (5 e
Jas 500 <ol 6\.;.:5...\;4 PIPES
u_,s oo MLMH(:L’Y‘ oda
Bl 3 s Y
el oy o “aadslall

BaLie gl e &

A gihe 0555 Lo LG

(i sd J) baee LIS

Gl dginl

o e Llas ¥ 35108 s Ll |l L3S Has Lol
o iblgio Gl el 2k (g pa> s Lol
2y iasd oo Y1 S gaaidl 333y 3Ny ol o3
Ols Jauia el laggall Uika§ JSt Bulels a5y

Loolabadl e Gle Ly anbulll DA 35las el
Lalsll 5 Lo S0 Bl la 3las g laaalins Guds &
8 (0 Lol Bl 0 (0SB (S3laney BLS ne (e
(L\.ﬂs Lu.nb) L@.t‘.th.sj Lh)‘.h)‘ A.C.bu UJbl u.a." Lbadl
Mj\mﬂﬁﬁlwujﬂ\m.\mmus

el lgdlne anl sl g Sas P BLAI iy
uls.cu-n LQJSF”'\'“ w5_).|l‘ ‘-’"3-”‘5‘4""3"’ WG
oS diaiuo ol § Cupadl (Agas) L ‘}J.Uéu.b‘j
gmu)u

ALl Bl o g3 13 s A Slmsll 55T Jaly
W 33539 gasmsll A1 Gy il 35 1
e | c—*ﬁwﬁ@)e-‘mu-*-“hmu-mw&‘ﬁ—*-“
..UJ.aj‘ ‘_9.;)5 WD-U J5)3Jb )Lh)\ﬂ ‘a.cbu Ry iled
LA blond 545 0l of oulS gale Wl il )
JLB_)Y‘j bj\d.\”

il droxon

cgall go Joai aubud aibo
3mlill ddsfinll L

S9lmilljgoso
Lol 50

Ugidio Ol g) dom 35 LoLull LSt LA oS
u,ﬂ\wubpﬁﬂ Lpore & 4yl ols L
L,LLL@JOAJ»JLA&‘fu‘;dJJMMAwJ
\J:J\).vymd]a.uu.ac)m}(usmlw

25 155 Conany 156 Ul L5 o ol Loty
g9 e LA

LA Loyno iy poll 05381 (5390l il 35,41 61
) ] g5 ) i g 35 Bl S5
)L.u.u\ 4.43‘ 3 ‘3 u.'mé]‘).'aa]\ u‘;b—‘»‘ G \.»35..;:

. LgysSelss
ooyl Sk (bl 3 Bylu] pulane gy Lgads 13
o Log TS| s 350 oy 0331” SLolSH 0
osd e gy ey iyl 4y ) 4385 (e
it Rl e Lok aaad) U g . cibedd
Ty plowasly a2l g 55l L] S (ol yelig
Bl ] Lgoad o301 5Ll Ligonse J3550 e 39)
Mgy ] sanss 5L

k__,J_l.ilj.é £91a

ane e 3abais ol sl 838 g 1) sLalSolSs
o) el 3301 Loy (301 s JLecY)
‘..\.\>_9]‘ eQALA-\A‘ L@J}.m.» u.u.!o.").‘_g..m U.a ‘_9.!4.‘» u.u.ll
sl J) oY1 Y1 e ol

Loolsll o 9 Ll LI Jlocl 30ay Led el
(Gpeelalas Y Slgd (o saall § LeS 558587 Conn
Byl adle Ulsli 8,38 sl L@olwlwﬁﬂb iy
Ugd DL auddus o (RS PRETPRNRVES (- XFXW-Y
iyl pliadl 35 Loy T Ll od et il Lol
Ogaclabandl °)—>-" Lo ol eyl 5l w‘-"sﬂ osi!
4ige JglS w—&ﬂ‘s s>

Al (o Loy ALl i dpan S5 0o Lol
“'@“*“C-‘*M Ml;ly\@wudlmu,adl
Log0d Lo il 533 0l gl ot 31 lsls

Rare Bernini drawing fetches record price at French auction

rare drawing by the Italian 17th

century sculptor and architect Gian

Lorenzo Bernini sold for 1.9 million
euros ($2.3 million) in France on , the

highest price ever paid for a drawing by the
artist, the auction house said.

The original estimate price for the sanguine, or
red chalk drawing of a male nude dating from
somewhere between 1630 and 1640, had been
set at 30,000-50,000 euros by the Acteon auc-
tion house in Compiegne, northern France.

But an anonymous, “probably Anglo-Saxon”,
buyer secured it for 1.3 million euros, which
including fees and commission represented a
final purchase price of 1.9 million euros, auc-
tioneer Dominique Le Coent told AFP.

The previous world record price paid for a Ber-
nini drawing was 139,000 euros in 2014.

Bernini (1598-1680) designed statues for many
of Rome’s landmarks such as the Four Rivers
Fountain in Piazza Navona.

The “Academie d’Homme” drawing, which be-
longs to an “extremely small body of academic
drawings known to be by Bernini”, Le Coent
said.

Art historians know of only seven others, “all
preserved in museums and institutions, includ-
ing one at the Uffizi Museum in Florence”.

The auction, broadcast live on the internet, at-
tracted the interest of many collectors, mostly
international, and there were nine telephone
bidders.

Discovered in Compiegne, the drawing was first
mistakenly attributed to the French Baroque
sculptor Pierre Puget (1620-1694) before being
authenticated as a work by Bernini.
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The Meg 2 May
Have More Than
One Megalodon

ccording to director Ben Wheatley,

the long-awaited Meg 2 could actually

have not one, but TWO megalodons
swimming around Jason Statham.
According to director Ben Wheatley, The Meg 2 could
actually have not one, but two megalodons swimming
around. In 2018, the long-gestating adaptation of
Steve Alten’s horror novel Meg: A Novel of Deep
Terror finally made its way to the big screen. The Meg
starred Jason Statham as a deep-sea rescue diver who
finds himself confronting the terrifying might of a 75-

foot megalodon, a shark long thought to be extinct.
The film was a surprise box office smash when it
premiered, grossing an impressive $530.2 million
worldwide. It also starred Bingbing Li, Ruby Rose, Cliff
Curtis, and Rainn Wilson.

The success of The Meg soon led to discussions of

a sequel, with the first reports confirming it to be in
early development emerging in the fall of 2018. Last
year, Alten said in a newsletter the sequel
would be called The Meg 2: The Trench,
thus keeping in line with his book se-
ries. A month later, Wheatley signed
on to direct The Meg 2, just as his
latest film Rebecca was released
on Netflix. It's expected that
the sequel will see much of the
original cast return, including
Statham.

Recent days have seen Wheat-
ley teasing The Meg 2 while
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Earth. When talking to Den of Geek,
Wheatley confirmed he’s in the story-
boarding stages for the shark sequel
and called the entire process “really
exciting.” He couldn’t reveal much
more about the plot or the cast, but

he did offer one terrifyingly exciting

tease. “I don’t think | can say at
the moment what’s going
on, the ins and outs of
it,” Wheatley said. “But
guaranteed, there will
be a Megalodon —
maybe more than

On paper, the

addition of
another meg-
alodon makes
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sense. After all, sequels often go bigger than their
predecessors, and one way to step up from The Meg
would be to double the number of title creatures.
This has happened before, such as with Legendary’s
MonsterVerse. 2019's Godzilla: King of the Monsters
introduced a slew of new Titans to go up against the
titular lizard. Though, based on the critical reception
to that project, The Meg 2 might want to find its own
compelling hook.

It sounds like after several years, The Meg 2 is finally
picking up steam. Wheatley recently promised The
Meg 2 will have lots of large scale action, which is
exactly what audiences expect from a project like
this. The biggest question on fans’ minds now is
likely, when will they see it? Should The Meg 2 get
one.” the chance to begin production this year, the movie
could be released in late 2022. It's a bit early to make
premiere date predictions, but audiences can rest
assured Wheatley is hard at work on the film, and he’s
definitely having a good time.
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Russia expels 20 Czech diplomats in retaliatory move

ussia on expelled 20 Czech diplo-

mats in retaliation for a slew of

diplomatic expulsions by Prague
and gave the affected Czech diplomats
just over 24 hours to leave the country,
the RIA news agency quoted the foreign
ministry as saying.

The Czech Republic on expelled 18 Russian diplomats
after saying that two alleged Russian spies accused
of a nerve agent poisoning in Britain in 2018 were
behind a deadly explosion at a Czech ammunition
depot four years earlier.

“We will take retaliatory measures that will force

the authors of this provocation to understand their
full responsibility for destroying the basis of normal
relations between our countries,” the ministry said.

A source told the AFP news agency on that the Czech
ambassador in Russia had been summoned to the
foreign ministry. The Russian foreign ministry did not
release any details.

Czech authorities said they would expel 18 Russian
diplomats identified by local intelligence as secret
agents of the Russian SVR and GRU security services
suspected of involvement in a 2014 explosion.

Czech police also said they were seeking two
Russians in connection with the blast that killed two
people, and who carried passports used by suspects
in the attempted poisoning of former Russian double
agent Sergei Skripal in 2018.

Moscow called the announcement a “hostile step”
and alleged it bore a “trace” of involvement by
Washington.

“In their desire to please the United States against
the background of recent US sanctions against

Russia, Czech authorities in this respect even outdid
their masters from across the pond,” the foreign
ministry said.

Earlier this the US announced sanctions and the
expulsion of 10 Russian diplomats in retaliation for
what Washington said was the Kremlin's US election
interference, a massive cyber attack and other
hostile activity.

Russia responded in kind, saying it would expel 10 US
diplomats and take other retaliatory moves in a tense
showdown with Washington.

‘Full support’

EU and NATO partners stood by Czech officials, with
British Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab saying on
Sunday that Britain “stands in full support of our
Czech allies”.
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When a much hailed 25-year strategic pact is simply a mirage

Rami Rayess

he Chinese-Iranian 25-year strategic
cooperation pact signed last month

in Tehran has spurred an unlimited
number of contradictory analyses pertain-
ing to the objectives of the partnership,
and the main reasons behind it.

While important for the geopolitics of the
Middle East, the deal is probably closer to a
negotiating card rather than a game changer
for regional alliances among its influential
stakeholders.

China will not contradict its traditional poli-
cies towards the Middle East by taking sides,
particularly amongst the Gulf states.

In foreign policy matters, over the decades
China has signed Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership Agreements (CSP) with several
states around the globe. In the Middle East

CSPs with Irag (2015), Saudi Arabia (2016)
and the UAE (2018) were signed.

Cooperation with Gulf states has been more
expansive. Recently, the UAE became the
regional manufacturer of China’s Sinophorm
Covid-19 vaccine.

The deal with Iran falls within the param-
eters of where China is keen to keep its
existing steady relationship with the region.
Beijing has rarely immersed itself in the
conflicts of the Middle East and it has no
political reason to do so now.

With a deal value of a muted $400 billion to
be invested over 25 years, there has been
no official announcement made by either
Beijing or Tehran.

If true, it means that China will invest almost
$16 billion annually in Iran. Compare that to
Chinese investments in the more diversified,
industrialized and modernized Saudi econ-
omy, where the total does not exceed $5.1
billion annually.

The numbers linked to Iran are doubtful.

Iran’s Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad
Zarif and China’s Foreign Minister Wang Yi
bump elbows during the signing ceremony
of a 25-year cooperation agreement, in
Tehran, Iran March 27, 2021. (File photo:
Reuters)

Iran’s Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad
Zarif and China’s Foreign Minister Wang Yi

bump elbows during the signing ceremony
of a 25-year cooperation agreement, in
Tehran, Iran March 27, 2021. (File photo:
Reuters)

The ambiguity of the treaty says some-
thing further about the intents of the two
signatories. After the return of the Chinese
Foreign Minister Wang Yi from Tehran, his
spokesperson Zhao Lijian, intentionally or
unintentionally, undermined the growing
speculation about the deal.

“The plan focuses on tapping the potentials
in economic and cultural cooperation and
charting course for long—term cooperation.
It neither includes any quantitative, specific
contracts and goals nor targets any third
party, and will provide a general framework
for China—Iran cooperation going forward,”
Lijian said at a press conference held last
month.

Similarly, the fact sheet published by the Ira-
nian Foreign Ministry revealed that the deal
is a roadmap with no particular or specific
financial objectives.

While the negotiations started with Iran in
2016, they appear to have been ramped

up, with the announcement following on
the heels of the first summit between the
United States, Japan, Australia and India
which convened virtually last month hosted
by US President Joe Biden. The Quadrilateral
Security Dialogue represents a rope around
Beijing’s geopolitical neck.

It appears both China and Iran are testing
the waters with Washington, and the West
via this agreement. The former has a negoti-
ating card for leverage against the turbulent
relations with the US, Tehran can hope to
better position itself when discussing any-
thing nuclear, and the lifting of sanctions.

If both countries can benefit economically
through the relationship then it’s a bonus.

China was a signatory country of the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) to
address Iran’s nuclear ambitions.

China’s President Xi Jinping only paid a visit
to Tehran after the JCPOA was reached and
not before.

The country’s Foreign Minister Wang Yi’s vis-
it to Tehran to sign the latest deal happened
after he visited Saudi Arabia and several
Gulf states, again within the framework of
preserving its traditional balanced policy be-
tween the various stakeholders. Yi had not
stepped foot in Tehran since his President’s
visit in 2016.

It is true that China is a powerful global play-
er that does not agree with Washington on
several international issues, but its priority
remains to reach agreements that improves
bi-lateral trade between the two nations.

If the deal with Iran jeopardizes this goal,
Beijing will reduce the relationship to the
bare minimum. With China, Tehran is no
position to impose its own conditions.
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World Bank sees MENA debt rising at
fastest pace in 21st century

ublic debt levels in the Middle East and

North Africa are expected to rise to

54 percent of economic output by the
end of this year from 46 percent in 2019, the
fastest accumulation this century, the World
Bank said on.

Countries in the region were hit hard by the coro-
navirus pandemic last year and like the rest of the
world, lockdown measures introduced to combat
the spread of the virus left many of its economies
in distress, the World Bank said in its first economic
update of 2021. Despite global efforts to roll out
vaccines, the economic situation remains volatile,
it said.

The region is expected to see an uptick in its gross
domestic product levels this year, after record
economic contractions in several countries in 2020,
the report said.

“But that recovery is unlikely to be strong enough
to get the MENA region’s output back to pre-pan-
demic levels, Ferid Belhaj, vice president for the
Middle East and North Africa, wrote in the report,
“the substantial borrowing that MENA governments
had to incur to finance essential health and social
protection measures boosted government debt
dramatically.

The double crisis of the virus, along with plummet-
ing oil prices, created an even bigger problem for

39

\ April 2021 - Volume : 9 - Issue :100

the region’s oil exporters. Saudi Arabia’s budget
deficit widened the most in more than three

decades. It was a similar case for neighboring coun-

tries which have had to slash spending and pump
money through stimulus programs.

The pandemic affected sectors other than energy in

the region too and the World Bank expects overall
exports will have dropped sharply last year and will
only partially recover in 2021.

The World Bank estimates the region’s economic
growth will be 2.2 percent in 2021, only partially
recovering from last year’s 3.8 percent contraction.
It said the region must prioritize fiscal spending to
mitigate the effects of the virus.

Total pandemic cost, in terms of GDP loss, is set to
exceed $227 billion by the end of 2021.

Debt among the region’s oil importers is seen
averaging about 93 percent of economic output
this year.

Inflation-adjusted government revenues dropped
by 24 percent last year.

Exports dropped 44 percent on an annual basis
during the second quarter of 2020 at the height of

the pandemic and continued year-on-year drops for

the two consecutive quarters.
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New Survey: Vladimir Putin voted Russia’s ‘sexiest man’

hen asked who the most hand-
some man in Russia is, 18% of
Russia’s men and 17% of its

women allegedly thought of their leader,
Vladimir Putin.

PUTIN IS RUSSIA’S SEXIEST MAN

Yes, according to The New York Post, a poll
by job board site Superjob.ru surveyed 2 000
Russians and determined that the 68-year-
old bachelor is the sexiest man in the coun-
try, the Moscow Times reported.

The poll, which was published on 2 April
2021, was reportedly an ‘open-ended’ sur-
vey conducted in person and later published
after Putin was granted permission by law-
mabkers to run for president until 2036. Putin
has ruled the country for more than two
decades as president or prime minister.

NOT A ‘SINGLE HANDSOME MAN’ IN ALL
THE LAND

However, it should be noted that 19% of
men named themselves as Russia’s most
handsome man. And 18% of women said
there does not exist a single handsome man
in all the land, according to the Times.

“Russians still call Vladimir Putin the most
attractive famous man in the country,”
Superjob.ru declared, despite the 1% dip in
his rating from last year. “Neither actors nor
athletes or other politicians can compete
with him today,” it said.

A ‘POWERFUL FIGURE’

According to I0L, the president has been
portrayed as a powerful figure, and to
cultivate that image, his office has sent out
pictures of him topless and riding a horse in
the mountains of Russia, swimming in ice-
cold water, playing Karate, among others.

What'’s more, the Daily Mail UK published
pictures of what is believed to be Vladimir
Putin’s over $138bn palace. The publication
described the house as a gigantic surreal

of splendour, which swarms over 19 000
square feet, saying its beyond the delusions
of grandeur. The house has a casino, theatre,
lap-dancing room and ice hockey rink,
allegedly paid for by oligarchs desperate
for his patronage, the Daily Mail said in its
report.
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&® 1slamic Center of Eastlake
PROJECT EASTLAKE The Future Is New Office: (313) 274-1700 Ext. 276

REALTOR

PLEASE DONATE TO BUILD Fax: (3130274-6987
A NEW MOSQUE FOR YOUR REAL FUTURE Cell: (313) 674-1700

Chiuvz

Curran & Oberski

,rgh SALT CREEK GOLF COURSE 525 Hunte Pkwy.Chula Vista . CA 91914
www.islamiccenterofeastiake.com

Islamic Center Of Eastlake , San Diego , California
The above project is a mosgque with Islamic school will be built in
southern california near San Diego city. please Donate Generously
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Europe powers express ‘grave concern’ over Iran enrichment move

concern” over Iran’s move to boost urani-
um enrichment to 60 percent in response
to what Tehran says was an attack by Israel
against a key nuclear facility.
Britain, France and Germany said the announce-
ment was “particularly regrettable” at a time
when talks have resumed in Vienna, including
with the United States, to revive the 2015 nu-
clear deal which Washington reneged on under
Donald Trump.
“This is a serious development since the
production of highly enriched uranium consti-
tutes an important step in the production of a
nuclear weapon,” the three countries said in a
statement.
They said that the start of talks on reviving the
nuclear deal between Iran and the world powers
have been “substantive”, with the aim of finding
“a rapid diplomatic solution”.
But they added that Iran’s recent moves were

E uropean powers on expressed “grave

45 | April 2021 - Volume : 9 - Issue :100

“contrary to the constructive spirit and good
faith of these discussions”.

The step will bring Iran closer to the 90 percent
purity threshold for military use and shorten its
potential “breakout time” to build an atomic
bomb -- a goal the Islamic republic denies.

Iran President Hassan Rouhani on accused Israel
of “nuclear terrorism”, after the blast early Sun-
day knocked out electricity at the Natanz facility
in central Iran.

Israel has neither confirmed nor denied involve-
ment but public radio reports in the country said
it was a sabotage operation by the Mossad spy
agency, citing unnamed intelligence sources.

In possible reference to the attack, the state-
ment by the European powers said: “In light

of recent developments, we reject all escala-
tory measures by any actor, and we call upon
Iran not to further complicate the diplomatic
process.”

o ———

Israel has often vowed it will stop Iran from ever
building an atomic bomb, which it would regard
as an existential threat to the Jewish state.

It is strongly opposed to US President Joe

Biden'’s efforts to revive what it regards as the
flawed nuclear agreement between Iran and the
UN Security Council’s five permanent members
plus Germany.
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Russia arrests two alleged Belarus coup plotters

ussia’s main security agency says it has
arrested two Belarusians who it said
were preparing a plot to overthrow

Belarus’ government and kill authoritarian
President Alexander Lukashenko.

One of the men arrested, Aleksandr Feduta,
was Lukahsenko’s spokesman when he was first
elected in 1994, but later joined the opposition.
The other, lawyer Yuras Zyankovich, has dual
Belarusian-U.S. citizenship.

The Federal Security Service said that the two
have been handed over to Belarus. Russian au-
thorities were alerted to information about the
men'’s plans by the Belarusian security service,
the KGB.

The Russian agency said the two suspects came
to Moscow to meet with opposition-minded
Belarusian generals, whom they told that “for
the successful implementation of their plan, it
was necessary to physically eliminate practically
the entire top leadership of the republic.”
“They detailed the plan for a military coup, in
particular, including the seizure of radio and

WWW.ARABAMERICANTODAY.NET

television centers to broadcast their appeal to
the people, blocking the internal troops and riot
police units loyal to the current government,”
the Russian agency said.

Lukashenko told Belarusian television that
investigators found evidence of foreign involve-
ment in the alleged plot, “most likely the FBI,
the CIA”

After nationwide protests against Lukashenko
broke out last year after his disputed election
win, he repeatedly blamed Western countries
for allegedly plotting his downfall or even pre-
paring for a military intervention.

The protests, some of which attracted as many
as 200,000 people, started in August after an
election that official results say gave Lukashen-
ko a sixth term in office. Opposition members
and even some poll workers said the results
were fraudulent.

Security forces then cracked down hard on the
demonstrations, arresting more than 34,000
people, many of whom were beaten. Most
prominent opposition figures have fled Belarus
or have since been jailed.
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INTERNATIONAL

195 arrested in vast

international human traf-

ficking sweep

nterpol says police in Africa and Europe arrested 195 people and rescued

nearly 500 victims of human trafficking in a vast crackdown on criminal net-

works led by the France-based international law enforcement agency.
Interpol said in a statement that Morocco hosted the March 28-April 2 operation,
which involved 24 countries exchanging intelligence and support from the Internation-

al Organization for Migration and other international groups.

The 195 people arrested were accused of human trafficking, migrant smuggling, docu-

ment fraud, drug offenses or other crimes.

Interpol said the y included people in Sudan suspected of trafficking migrants to the
Middle East and exploiting children in factories, people in Spain suspected of smug-
gling Africans to Europe, and Chinese citizens in South Africa suspected of exploiting

Malawian migrants.
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Modern Human Brain Originated 1.7 Million Years Ago in Africa, New Study Reveals

ne of the most intriguing questions

we face is: When and where did

the modern human brain evolve?
The first populations of the genus Homo,
which emerged in Africa about 2.5 million
years ago, walked straight up but they had
brains similar to primitive ape, about half
the size of ours. So an international team
of researchers at the University of Zurich
(UZH), Switzerland, spent a lot of time
and energy to come to find the answers.
They concluded that the modern human brain
evolved around 1.7 million years ago in Africa, the
time when the extinct human Homoerectus first
appeared and the culture of stone tools in Africa be-
came increasingly complex. The homoerectus species
was the first known hominin to migrate out of Africa
were adept at cognitive tasks such as communicating
and hunting or food gathering. The researchers, too,
have concluded that the typical human brain spread
rapidly from Africa to Asia.

According to the study published in Journal Science,
the UZH team, led by Christoph Zollikofer and Marcia
Ponce de Ledn, examined the skulls of Homo fossils
that lived in Africa and Asia 1 to 2 million years ago.
“Our analyses suggest that modern human brain
structures emerged only 1.5 to 1.7 million years ago
in African Homo populations,” Zollikofer said.

“The features typical to humans are primarily those
regions in the frontal lobe that are responsible for
planning and executing complex patterns of thought
and action, and ultimately also for language,” said
anthropologist Ponce de Ledn.

The researchers believe that biological and cultural
evolution are probably linked. Ponce de Ledn said
that it is likely the earliest forms of human language
also developed during this period.

The UZH team used computed tomography to
examine the skulls of Homo fossils that lived in Africa
and Asia 1 to 2 million years ago, and compared the
fossil data with reference data from great apes and
humans.
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The Realme GT Neo is officially launched with the Dimensity 1200 chip

ealme GT Neo appeared today

through a Realme brand confer-

ence for the first time officially
with a Dimensity 1200 chipset and a
bold design for the backend, and the
phone is almost identical to the Realme
GT 5G phone to a large extent, especial-
ly at the level of cameras and screen,
and in this article we will review the
specifications of the phone in addition
to its price In global markets.

the design

Phone weight: The Realme GT Neo weighs about
179 grams.

— Phone dimensions: 158.5 x 73.3 x 8.4 mm.
Screen size: 6.43 inches.

Screen aspect ratio: 20: 9.

— The phone supports two ports for the SIM 1
and SIM 2 Nano-sized SIM cards.

—The phone does not support adding an external
storage card.

— The phone supports the Type-C port and also
supports the USB On-The-Go feature, which
allows the phone to transfer data to and from
the external flash.

The fingerprint sensor is located at the bottom
of the screen.

— The traditional 3.5 mm headphone jack has not
been dispensed with.

the screen
— Type: Super AMOLED capacitive touchscreen,

also supports 16 million different colors.
—Size: 6.43 inches.

— Screen Resolution: 1080 x 2400 pixels.
— Screen pixel density: 409 pixels per inch.
Screen dimensions: 20: 9.

— Multi-touch: Supports.

— Screen frequency is 120 Hz.

Camera

— Basic camera (background): the first triple lens
with 64 megapixels, with f / 1.8 lens slot, which
is a wide lens, the second with 8 megapixel reso-
lution with f / 2.3 lens slot, which is an ultrawide
lens, and the third with 2 megapixels, with f /
2.4 lens slot, which is a lens Macro, autofocus,
dual LED flash aids night photography.- Features:
Geo-tagging, touch focus, face detection, pan-
orama, HDR.

—Video capture: The phone
can shoot 4k videos at
30 and 60 frames per

second.

—Secondary
camera (front):
16-megapixel
mono lens
withf /2.5
lens slot,
capable
of shoot-

ing

)

1080p video clips.

the performance

— Operating system: Android version Android
11.0, which is the latest version currently from
Google with Realme Ul 2.0 user interface.

— Processor type: Dimensity 1200 5G

— Processor speed: Octa-core frequency (1 x 3.0
GHz Cortex-A78 & 3 x 2.6 GHz Cortex-A78 & 4 x
2.0 GHz Cortex-A55)

— Graphics processor: Mali-G77 MC9.

— Internal memory: 128 and 256 GB.

— Random access memory: 6, 8 and 12 GB
(RAM).

— External storage card: An external storage card
cannot be added and it does not come with its
own port.

the battery
Battery capacity: The Realme GT
Neo will come with a 4,500 mAh
lithium-polymer removable battery.
— Fast charging: The phone battery
will support 50-watt fast charging.
— Wireless Charging: The phone does
not support wireless charging.

While the Realme GT Neo has the
same battery capacity as its brother
Realme GT 5G and the charging standard

has been reduced to 50W, however the
company will ship the same 65W charger
in the retail box.
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Taiwan and Pa-
lau launch the
first travel bub-
ble in Asia

he island nations of Taiwan and Palau have creat-

ed Asia’s first travel bubble , allowing citizens of

the two countries to fly back and forth without
quarantine. After a year of Covid-19 blocking the majori-
ty of global travel, this bubble is a promising first step in
the new normal of international tourism.

Palau, the tiny Micronesian archipelago of 500 islands dotting
the western Pacific Ocean, calls it a “sterile corridor” connecting
the two countries. China Airlines, the Taiwanese carrier, flew the
4-hour journey between Taipei airport and Palau’s main airport
yesterday afternoon.

To maintain a successful Taiwan-Palau travel bubble, passengers
arrived over 5 hours early to receive Covid-19 testing, allowing
results to be received an hour before take-off. Tight restrictions
are being followed, including mandatory mask-wearing, despite
extremely low infections during the pandemic. Palau, with a pop-
ulation of about 18,000 people, managed to ride out coronavirus
completely unscathed, without a single infection. Taiwan suffered
just 10 deaths amongst the 1,022 total infections within their
borders.

If successful, Taiwan plans on attempting a similar travel bubble
with Guam next. Thailand had been eyeing the travel bubble con-
cept between several countries including China in the past month.

Once travellers arrive in Palau, they are required to join one of

6 tour groups sanctioned by the government following specific
itineraries strictly. The tours will stay in endorsed hotels and visit
approved attractions only. Tours include snorkelling the Japanese
shipwreck at Lake Yamanaka, stopping at the world’s smallest
national park Chang Causeway Park, visiting the famed “jellyfish
lake”, a mud bath in Milky Lake's famously beautifying mud, kaya-
king, and afternoon tea. These tours sell for about 82,000 baht for
4 days or 104,000 baht for a 5-day package.

While this travel bubble scheme between Taiwan and Palau offers
new hope for post-pandemic tourism returning soon and is most-
ly viewed as positive, there are some potentially controversial
connotations in the launch. The Chinese government considers
Taiwan to be a self-governed territory still owned by China, thus
limiting Taiwan's ability to enact an international policy like a trav-
el bubble. Palau is one of only 15 nations that officially recognise
and have diplomatic relations with Taiwan.
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Russia bans top
Biden officials as
tensions soar

ussia on banned top officials from US President

Joe Biden’s administration from entering the

country as it announced a wave of tit-for-tat
sanctions and expulsions of diplomats, as tensions soar
between the rivals.

Moscow nonetheless said it viewed the prospect of a summit
between Biden and Russian President Vladimir Putin “positively.”
Washington had announced sanctions and the expulsion of 10
Russian diplomats in retaliation for what it says is interference
by the Kremlin in US elections, a massive cyber attack and other
hostile activity.

Moscow issued a forceful response , announcing that top US of-
ficials including Attorney General Merrick Garland, Biden'’s chief
Domestic Policy Advisor Susan Rice, and FBI chief Christopher
Wray would be banned from entering Russia.

Earlier Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov told reporters that Russia
was responding to US sanctions in “a tit-for-tat manner” by
asking ten US diplomats in Russia to leave the country while also
expelling five Polish diplomats in response to a similar move by
Warsaw.

Lavrov also said that Putin’s top foreign policy aide, Yury Ush-
akov, had recommended that US envoy John Sullivan leave for
Washington to conduct “serious consultations.”

But Russia’s foreign ministry insisted that it viewed Biden’s pro-
posal to hold a summit with Putin “positively”, adding that it was
“currently under consideration”.

Biden's offer earlier of a summit had amounted to a peace of-
fering, as tensions between Russia and the West have escalated
over the conflict in Ukraine and the new penalties levied by
Washington.

The US penalties widened restrictions on US banks trading in
Russian government debt and sanctioned 32 individuals accused
of meddling in the 2020 US presidential vote.

Normalising ties

Biden had on described the new US sanctions against Russia as a
“measured and proportionate” response.

In March, Russia recalled its ambassador to the United States

back to Moscow for consultations on the future of US-Russia ties.

The rare move came after Biden said Putin would “pay a price”
for alleged election-meddling and agreed with the assessment
that Putin is a “killer”.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov on Friday said Putin had long
talked about the importance of normalising relations between
Moscow and Washington.

“It is indeed good that the points of view of the two heads of
state coincide on this,” he said.

But Peskov also blasted the new round of penalties imposed by
Washington, saying America’s “addiction to sanctions remains
unacceptable.”

The Kremlin spokesman noted that Putin had last month had
suggested that he and Biden hold virtual talks, which did not
materialise as Washington did not respond.

Finnish President Sauli Niinisto on Friday offered his country as a
venue for a possible Biden-Putin meeting.

Earlier this week Niinisto said he and Putin had spoken and the
two discussed “the planned meeting” with Biden.

In recent weeks, Russia’s massing of troops on Ukraine’s
northern and eastern borders, and on the Crimean peninsula it
annexed seven years ago, have contributed to the sharp escala-
tion in tensions.

US forces in Europe have raised their alert status in response,
while NATO has issued warnings to Moscow.

To read the rest of the article goto :
https://english.alaraby.co.uk/
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The collection of jewelry you need in your evening

evening is difficult in many cases because the
multitude of colors and designs makes every
girl confused in coordinating her looks.

T he assortment of jewelry you need in your

The role of the jewelry industry did not stop in issuing many
attractive designs despite the difficult global circumstances.
Some of them represented a painting that integrated with each
other, despite the different roles of manufacturing.

Therefore, in the following points, we have collected jewelry sets
that match with each other, so that your look is very elegant and
luxurious.

Fine jewelery in black
With a very exquisite design, white gold, diamonds and black
stones meet in a unique collection that attracts attention.

B
{ 5 il
L
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Which brought together a luxurious Tweed necklace from

CHANEL Jewelry, a Maillon de Cartier watch and a wide bracelet
from Akillis’ Tattoo collection.

She coordinated with each other as if for a single designer looking
for a luxurious royal look.

The colors of the jewelry that are the colors of the jewelry you
need

Glowing diamond jewelry

Its elegant luster makes each look bright and distinctive,
especially if white gold meets diamonds and if the most famous
international brands present it in the jewelry industry,

Such as the luxurious Plume de Paon bracelet by Boucheron,
L'Heure de Diamant earrings by Chopard and Piaget’s Limelight
Gala watch.

Fashion Jewelry Qiljn920 dago
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Smaller offices and hot desking is the way for-
ward for business

O n Thursday 19th March last year,
there were just three of us left in
the office. | turned off the lights
and wondered what on earth the future
held. It was almost impossible to con-

ceive our entire company working from
home.

Within days, millions of people across the UAE
who were used to commuting into the office
every day suddenly became remote workers.
Businesses scrambled to adjust, providing their
employees with the tools needed to maintain
business as usual as best as they could. People
adjusted to virtual meetings, setting up new
offices in their living rooms, and frantically updat-
ing their internet connections.

For the latest headlines, follow our Google News
channel online or via the app.

A year on, we have made things work, and we
are starting to see more and more businesses

and organizations pondering the question: “do
we still need an office?”

It seems a great many of us actually quite like
the idea of working remotely, so why pay for an
expensive piece of real estate that isn’t being
used? Why not drop the lease, and re-invest that
money into people or technology?

When considering the positive impacts of work-
ing from home, one of the easiest places to start
is with time.

In Dubai, an average person spends about 39.32
minutes driving to work or an average of 42
minutes on the metro. If you stay and, or work
in Sharjah or Abu Dhabi it’s longer still. That’s a
large amount of time that could be spent eating
breakfast with family, for example, exercising,
or even sleeping. Equally, it is with flexibility to
work different hours than before and to wear
perhaps more comfortable clothes.

However, as we ponder ‘To Office or Not to
Office,” my thoughts turn to company culture.
How do we create a shared identity and under-
standing if we no longer have a communal space
to come together? What happens when a new
employee joins the company? How do they know
who their colleagues are, where to reach out for
support, or ‘how things work around here?’

| have friends who've joined organizations in the
past 12 months both in leadership positions and
staff roles, who are struggling to get a sense of
what that organization’s identity is, what their
values are, the pace and tone of voice of the
company.

Trust in both the company and in the people
around is built through getting to know one
another better and sharing formal and informal
knowledge. In other words, it is not just formal
work tools - the Job Description, Induction and
Training Programs and Team Meetings, it is the
‘water cooler moments’ or waiting for the lift
when people meet and discuss ideas, problems
and each other. In the process of sharing our
thoughts, we reiterate who we are and what we
value; we problem solve, and we innovate.

Thus, despite the benefits of working from
home, we are still seeing many people preferring
to work in the office when they are given the
opportunity — young and old. It’s not just the
convenience of getting away from the kids or the
unstable internet connection, it’s the social in-
teraction we are craving. We are social creatures
we live in groups for a reason spending large
amounts of time connected to others.

In my view, the past 12 months have demonstrat-
ed the ability of businesses and employees to
work remotely and succeed. The argument that
staff need to be in the office to be productive has
been disproved.

Whilst | am of the view that certain occupations
will not go back to 100% working in the office,
neither will we stay 100% working from home.
COVID-19 has enabled us to talk about greater
flexibility and choice, and now | think we are in a
position to meet in the middle. | believe we will
continue to see a shift from managing by clock-
ing in and out to management by results.

The Managers role will move toward ensuring
that staff have the tools and skills required to
succeed both in and out of the office and balanc-
ing the needs of the organization with the needs
of the team and the employee.

The future office is therefore in my view the
smaller office with greater levels of hot desking
and sharing resources, and providing employees
with greater choice as to when to be in or out.
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Report: Twitter, Facebook
and Snap are participat-
ing in the campaign to
promote vaccine eligibili-
ty in America

acebook, Twitter, and Snap are among the compa-

nies that will assist with the Biden administration’s

promotional campaign for vaccine eligibility, Axios
reported. The White House had set a date of May 1st
for states to open coronavirus vaccine eligibility to all
adults, but later pushed it to April 19th.

The White House is hoping to reach populations who may have higher
rates of vaccine hesitancy with the effort. Anthony Fauci, the president’s
chief medical adviser, will do video clips on Snapchat, according to
Axios, and Facebook and Twitter will send out push alerts to notify users
that they're eligible to receive the vaccine. Vice President Kamala Harris
will also be involved with the social media push.

Half of all US adults have received at least one COVID-19 vaccination, ac-
cording to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), But the
administration appears concerned that last week’s decision to pause the
use of the Johnson & Johnson vaccine may have made people already
hesitant to receive a vaccine even more wary.

The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and CDC recommended last
week that the US pause the use of the Johnson & Johnson vaccine after
six people who received the shot experienced unusual blood clots. The
agencies wanted time to investigate whether there’s a connection be-
tween the clots and the vaccine. Fauci said on Sunday that he believes
the pause will be lifted by Friday, perhaps under some kind of restriction
or warning.

“We can confirm that Snap has been in touch with the White House
regarding efforts to spread awareness of vaccine eligibility among Snap-
chatters,” a spokesperson said in an email to The Verge, “building on
our continued efforts to support our community during the COVID-19
pandemic.” The spokesperson did not elaborate on details of the efforts.
Likewise, a Twitter spokesperson confirmed in an email to The Verge
that the company was “working in partnership with the White House

to elevate authoritative information in regard to COVID-19,” but did not
share further details.
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Risk of brain clots higher with COVID than
vaccine, study suggests

study has suggested
that the risk of getting a
serious brain clot is eight

to 10 times higher in people with
COVID-19 than those who get a
vaccine.

There are some big caveats with the
research from Oxford University —
was based on data from people in the
US who had received either a Pfizer or
Moderna vaccine — but the team said
findings could reassure people about
the safety of vaccines.

The study follows investigations into
potential links with the AstraZeneca
vaccine and rare blood clots.

Research looked at the health records
of 81 million people in the US, record-
ing the number of CVST cases seen in
the two weeks following a diagnosis of
coronavirus and the number of cases
occurring in the two weeks after peo-

ple had their first COVID-19 vaccine.
The blood clots known as cerebral
venous sinus thrombosis (CVST) are
uncommon after COVID, occurring
with 39 people in every million within
two weeks of diagnosis.

But the researchers concluded they
are still rarer after a vaccine.

Researchers cautioned that the
research is still a work in progress
and added that it is still difficult to
calculate how common CVSTs are in
the general population.

The authors were quick to point out
that the findings do not apply to the
AstraZeneca vaccine that has been at
the centre of a safety crisis in recent
weeks, with regulators limiting their
use in younger people and Denmark
pulling the vaccine completely this
week.

However the European Medicines

Agency has estimated separately that
a type of CVST occurs in around five in
a million people after the first dose of
the AZ/Oxford University vaccine.

Professor Beverley Hunt, of Throm-
bosis UK and was not involved in
the research, told the BBC that the
mechanisms behind people getting
the clots after COVID-19 were likely
different to those experiencing clots
after receiving vaccines.

She said: “Patients who are hos-
pitalised with Covid-19 have very

pro-thrombotic changes in their blood,

which persist after they have been dis-
charged. This will lead to an increased
rate of blood clots.

“The mechanism for the very rare
blood clots and low platelet counts
seen after the AstraZeneca vaccine
is different. It is associated with an
immune response.”
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2022 Porsche 911 GT3 Pricing Starts
At $161,100

A fter a lengthy build-up period filled with spy photos

race-derived suspension setup and bigger brakes that send it
around the Niirburgring in under seven minutes. The cockpit also
features more tech.

lig191 §221i Isuzu
S)2l 0100 0jlurs

and video, Porsche finally unveiled the 992-series 911

GT3 in February 2021. The automaker promised pricing
information would follow, and that day has finally
arrived. We knew it would be pricey, and with
an MSRP of $161,100, it’s significantly more
than the previous-generation GT3. And
that doesn’t include a $1,350 fee for des-
tination, handling, and processing.

Speaking of tech, Porsche also announced that its
connected services will expand for the entire
911 lineup. The automaker’s latest genera-
tion of Porsche Communication Manage-
ment will grace the sports car, offering
a new touchscreen interface based on
the Taycan for driver and passenger
to use. The updates also bring an
extension of the connected services
trial period to three years from one.
However, the updates also come at a
cost, as the 911 Carrera’s base price
increases to $101,200. Other trims in
the 911 lineup see similar year-over-
year increases.
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How much of a difference are we
talking? The outgoing model started
at $143,600 before fees, so we’re
looking at a $17,500 price jump.
That’s the equivalent of a well-op-
tioned Honda Fit, but the GT3
comes with some rather signifi-
cant upgrades compared
to its predecessor.

3 A gsanall Jsbo ol LS
s 20 s LS 030

Oyl L)l Ly 533
. ‘?"’L“d‘"D-MaX There’s still a delightful The range-topping 911 continues to be the
S5 "L; . s 4.0-liter naturally aspirated 911 Turbo S Cabriolet, wielding a twin-tur-
oo r’é’“‘ flat-six under the big wing, though bocharged 3.8-liter flat-six pumping out 640 hp
W:‘;‘ O at 502 horsepower (374 kilowatts) it’s (477 kW). Its price is also up for 2022, checking in at
) s>

$219,800. As for the GT3, Porsche says it will reach dealerships
this fall.

nearly identical in output to the old model. The
big changes come in the underpinnings, including a
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High demand for villas and residential lands in Dubai in the first quarter of 2021

eal estate sales during the first quarter of

this year achieved a growth of more than

15% to reach 24.89 billion dirhams, com-
pared with sales for the same period of the years
2020 and 2019, in which sales reached 21.3 billion
dirhams and 20.21 billion dirhams, respectively,
according to the monitoring processes carried out
by the pioneers of specialized real estate. In real

69
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estate consultancy and marketing in Dubai based
on the data of the Dubai Land Department.

The monitoring process recorded about 11,664
transactions that took place during the same
period of the current year, compared with 10,111
transactions at the end of the first quarter of

last year and 8,863 transactions during the first

N

]
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LT

quarter of 2019.

The statistics showed that the month of March
prevailed in real estate sales worth 10.73 billion
dirhams through 4,585 transactions distributed
over 3,156 housing units, 989 buildings and about
440 plots of land, compared to last February,
when the sales value amounted to 7.4 billion

dirhams that were executed through 3785 sales of
2,789 housing units. And 633 buildings and about
363 plots of land, and the month of January,
which achieved about 6.7 billion dirhams of real
estate sales, came through 3294 transactions in
which 2,213 housing units, 738 buildings and 344
plots of land were sold.
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Fitness aslu

Arab American Today agdl g\S,[y\il @l

ost of us struggle with making

time for exercise from time to

time. When your inbox is out
of control, your boss wants to schedule
another 6 pm meeting, your kids need to
be bathed, fed, and chauffeured around,
and you haven’t had a full conversation
with your significant other in weeks —
that’s when your run, spin class, or date
with your yoga mat is probably the first
thing to get scrapped from your daily
to-do list.

But it’s exactly during those times when you feel like
you're running out of time (instead of, for example,
running), your workout becomes more important
than ever. Not just if you're working toward a

goal or training for a race, but because even 20
minutes of physical activity can drastically improve
your mood, mindset, and overall well-being. (And
that’s good for you, your boss, your kids, and your
significant other.)

So how can you make time for exercise when life
feels crazy? Here are nine ways to keep your work-
outs in the rotation, no matter how busy you are.

1. EMBRACE THE RUN COMMUTE

“To make time for exercise, | have embraced a really
crazy run-to-work plan,” says Marisa Cummings,
who works in investment banking and has an unpre-
dictable and exhausting schedule.

When | lived 6.5 miles from my office in Manhat-
tan, | would run commute — sometimes in both
directions. | was a member at a gym right next to
my office, so every Sunday night, | would pack a
week’s worth of clothes and keep them in a locker
at the gym all week. Then I'd run home on Monday,
making sure | kept certain shoes, cardigans, and
coats at the gym.

Then | would run into work the rest of the week,
showering and changing at the gym —and still get-
ting to my desk by 6:45 am I'd occasionally double
to get extra miles in during training seasons.

| only messed it up twice: once when | forgot a bra
and another time when | arrived at the gym and it
was locked. | had to go all the way home to change
— 25 minutes on the subway — and then go all the
way back downtown.”

2. KEEP YOUR WORKOUT CLOTHES HANDY AT ALL
TIMES

“As a journalist who's on the road a lot working a
haphazard schedule, | always keep a pair of running
shoes and some clothes in my car,” says Garret
Woodward.

Ways To Make Time
For Exercise With A
Busy Schedule

“That way, wherever | am, | can get a run in. Plus,
it’s fun, because you never know where you may
end up running and what you'll see along the way. It
can be hard to make the time, but there’s also fun in
that challenge, even if it's just 20 minutes.”

3. RUN YOUR ERRANDS

“I'like to literally run errands,” says writer Megan
Harrington. “I'll often put my son in the stroller and
run the 1.25 miles to his daycare, and then | run
home with an empty stroller. | also run to the post
office and the grocery store.”

4. SCHEDULE YOUR WORKOUTS LIKE YOU SCHED-
ULE YOUR MEETINGS

“I make time for exercise by putting my workouts
on my calendar and scheduling my day around
them,” says Jenna Deutsch. “That way | have to get
to them.”

5. SWEAT WHILE YOUR KIDS ARE SWEATING

“I'run during my kids' activities,” says Gia Alvarez.
“I'll run circles around the hockey rink or do an out-
and-back from the ballet studio. If they're getting
their fitness on, | should, too!”

6. GET UP EVEN EARLIER

“I do all my workouts before my son wakes up,” says
Sara Colodner. “My husband and | trade off days so
he’s there in the morning in case our son wakes up
early, and then we tag each other out when | get
home.

It's also good because it makes me feel guilty if
| ‘waste’ one of my workout days since then my
husband could have worked out.”

7. JOIN THE MOST CONVENIENT GYM POSSIBLE
“For years | resented having to pay for a gym mem-
bership in my building on top of my rent, but it was
the best decision ever,” says Jessica Derschowitz.
“Even when it’s cold or rainy or | just don’t have a
ton of time, | can ride the elevator straight to the
gym and I'm on a treadmill.”

8. MAKE IT A DATE

“My hushand and | schedule running dates at
night,” says Grace Henderson Hartman. “We get

a babysitter, do our long runs together, and finish
with margaritas and tacos at a restaurant near our
apartment.”

9. MASTER YOUR MINDSET

“Think of working out as something enjoyable,”
says running coach Patrick Hammond. “Never think
of it as something you have to do, but instead as
something you want to do. This has worked for me
for the past 24 years.”
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Russia has begun spaceplane project, says
Soviet shuttle designer

ussia is developing a reusable
R spaceplane, a subsidiary of

the Kalashnikov conglomerate
said on, in Russia’s first such project

since the late Soviet Union’s ill-fated
Buran space shuttle.

A full-size model of the plane was
presented at a closed pavilion during
a Russian military forum last year and
the project is now under develop-
ment, said the general director of
the Molniya research-to-production
facility.

“The goal has now been set and the
development of a multi-use civilian

complex with an orbital plane is in full
swing,” Olga Sokolova was quoted as
saying in comments posted on Molni-
ya’'s website.

The Molniya facility designed the
long-mothballed Buran space shuttle
in the 1980s in response the launch
of the U.S. space shuttle programme
during the Cold War era.

But the Buran flew only once. Though
it made a successful return trip from
the Baikonur cosmodrome in 1988,
the programme went no further
because authorities struggled to find

a use for the shuttle before the Soviet
Union was dismantled and funding
dried up.

The end of the Soviet era was
followed by years of accidents and
setbacks for the national space pro-
gramme, including the 2002 collapse
of the roof to the cosmodrome han-
gar where the Buran was stored.

The head of Russia’s Roscosmos
space corporation, Dmitry Rogozin,
said in May last year that Moscow
was considering developing a piloted
spaceplane, adding that the Buran
had been ahead of its time.
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Australia’s wildfires re-
leased as much smoke as
a massive volcanic erup-
tion, study finds

ustralia’s devastating recent wildfires thrust as
much smoke into the Earth’s atmosphere as a
powerful volcanic eruption, causing cooling over
the region’s oceans with potentially long-lasting impacts,
according to the authors of a new study.
Dozens of people died in Australia’s 2019-2020 bushfire season, which
was one of the worst on record. More than 10 million hectares of land
burned and over a hillion animals are estimated to have died, with many
species pushed close to extinction.
Using data from two satellite missions, scientists found “record-break-
ing AOD (aerosol optical depth) levels resulting from smoke from the
Australian bushfires that were injected into the stratosphere,” according
to the study, conducted by researchers at the Israel Institute for Biological
Research and the Weizmann Institute of Science.
In the early months of 2020, smoke from the fires was carried 35 kilome-
ters (about 22 miles) up to the stratosphere, the atmosphere’s second
layer, far above where commercial planes fly.
Aerosols in the atmosphere’s lowest layer -- the troposphere -- have a
much shorter lifetime, lasting anywhere from minutes to weeks. But
there are no rain clouds in the higher stratosphere to wash out pollutants
-- meaning aerosols there can last months or even years, said the study,
published in the journal Science.
This is typically seen when explosive volcanic eruptions send aerosols
high into the stratosphere, which can cause meteorological changes in
precipitation or soil conditions. But lacking the incredible blast power of
volcanoes, it's much rarer for wildfire smoke to reach the stratosphere.
After months of massive fires in Australia, aerosol levels over the south-
ern hemisphere increased by more than 50% compared to the averages
of the previous 17 years, the researchers said. Levels “even eclipsed
those measured after the eruption of Mount Pinatubo, the second-largest
eruption of the 20th century.”
Mount Pinatubo erupted in the Philippines in 1991, ejecting huge
amounts of ash, smoke and sulfur dioxide high into the stratosphere.
For more than two years afterward, strong stratospheric winds spread
these aerosol particles across the world, significantly cooling the Earth'’s
surface by absorbing sunlight. The average global temperature dropped
by 1 degree Fahrenheit (0.6 degrees Celsius) in the 15 months after the
eruption, according to NASA.
The effects of the Australia fires are already becoming apparent, less than
a year after the end of the wildfire season. The large amounts of smoke
emitted meant that less solar energy reached the Earth'’s surface, cooling
temperatures by 1 watt per square meter over cloud-free seas, said
the study. By absorbing sunlight, the smoke may also have warmed the
stratosphere and changed its circulation.
Several factors may explain why the smoke reached so high into the
stratosphere. The fires were intense and on a large scale, spreading
across numerous states, and burned for months on end -- creating
greater amounts of smoke than individual or spot fires. The fires also took
place at higher latitudes, where the tropopause -- the boundary between
the troposphere and the stratosphere -- is shallower, making it easier for

the smoke to cross into the higher layer.

Australia’s deadly wildfires are showing no signs of stopping. Here’s what
you need to know

The wildfire season began in June 2019, and continued through the
following spring. Most fires in New South Wales state were extinguished
completely by March 2020, with the last fire of the season put out in May
in Western Australia.

To read the rest of the article go to : https://edition.cnn.com
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Woman gets pregnant while already pregnant

British mom gave birth to “super
A twins” she conceived three
weeks apart, a condition known
as superfetation.
I[t's so uncommon that there are only a handful of
cases documented in the entire world.
Baby Noah spent his earliest weeks all alone.
“I'had an early scan at 7 weeks and another one
at 10 weeks,” said Rebecca Roberts, the mother.
“Both times they saw this tiny little baby on there.
And it was ever only one baby.”
One day, a little sister joined him in the womb -
Baby Rosalie, who first popped up on a scan at
week 12.
Mom and dad Rhys were taken totally by surprise.
“What had happened was | got pregnant whilst |
was already pregnant, which was absolutely crazy

77 | April 2021 - Volume : 9 - Issue :100

when they told us, because that’s not supposed to
happen,” Rebecca Roberts said.

Rosalie was conceived about three weeks after
Noah. With fraternal twins like Noah and Rosalie,
usually two eggs are released at the same time,
fertilized and the embryos implant in the uterus at
the same time.

In this case, two eggs were released three weeks
apart, each embryo implanting in the womb
separately.

“It's unusual in this case that the woman appears
to have ovulated once for the larger baby and then
later for the smaller baby,” said gynecologist Dr.
Lillian Schapiro.

A 2008 study found fewer than 10 recorded cases
of superfetation in the world.

In this couple’s case, it was possibly helped along

by the fact Mom was taking fertility drugs.

Based on Noah's due date, the twins were born
about six weeks early. Noah was 4 pounds, 10
ounces, while Rosalie was 2 pounds 7 ounces.
Their mother used Instagram to document their
development. After stays in the neonatal intensive
care unit, both are in good health.

Rosalie is a fan of mobiles and Mickey Mouse.
Noah, maybe not so much that day.

They're certainly fans of each other, reaching out
to each other a lot.

“I definitely think of them as twins. They were
born at the same time,” Rebecca Roberts said.
“They might not have been conceived at the same
time, but | still carried them at the same time.
They were born at the same time, so yeah, they’re
twins.”
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