2025 - Volume : 13 - Issue :145 145 :axoll - pite aillill diwll - @ 2025 piliy

TRUMP IS THE 471

el o kL

PRESIDEI AMERICA

A\N

oabi 31 go logu

g PO ﬁ&l o S} gu g (gui! a5 e
P i

__ T . T E DEVASTATING LOS ANGELES FIRES"' __




Arab American Today agdll @S,!}Ail @l

dleewyl Gy J) L

53¢ J=15 poVI e 159290 LIFE dabid gl i5)lglal
s @y eldsdly dubll Glsloey! & )jed

WWW.ARABAMERICANTODAY.NET 145 :axell - pite atllill diwll - o 2025 piliy ‘ 2



IRS PURE TAX & IMMIGRATION SERVICES s g
duwlaodlg wilpall Gload) clapll ==

ACUNN

aliajg Stateand IRS go JSUiLo cleo (Jo
all (jgeJ JJaig Wy Jnl € 6aclwall JI
Do You Have Problems With IRS or State . Let us help you.

Accounting

Tax (Individual Tax : I Feasibility
& Corporation) % - © Studies

Payroll Services %
==

Reporting & Analysis (&7

N

Business

Consulting

Immigration
Services

Translation

Income/Expense .
L@ Services

Budget

15350 N. Commerce Rd. Ste 101

Dearborn , MI 48120 Tel:313.581.6605 | Amin Ali:
313-995-1754

DFCU &y Gils ¢y ol i iy Fax:313.483.1721
www.puretaxone.com

3 ‘ Januar y 2025 - Volume : 13 - Issue :145 WWW.ARABAMERICANTODAY.NET




Contents JUgiagll

Arab American Today agdll @S,gyxil @l

P91 i 5081 gl pal)

AW 15 0l oy (aloxe
L ABE . b - Gy e] Ay R
CalEis - R yed - Aleld
AMEI Supa¥1 ayall 5 pedl eyl
Susied) QLW — Gladiice — (ygapms

22 utdyg -l
20 paldlae
Publisher & Editor -in-Chief
ABDULNASSER MUGALI

PPk P 4 TTH PR SO T Akl acd

by Bl Olsslaett peea Jluyl pi
& ‘)-' ~ '» “i) .
Sl e Bgratly paa¥ Aol B3 pdin Lag
BEOR I PTPONT

RIENREL (PR ST

313-409-9541

arabamericantoday@yahoo.com

THE INTERNATIONAL
MAGAZINE OF ARAB AMERICANS
INDEPENDENT ARAB
AMERICAN MAGAZINE
PUBLISHED BY THE ARAB
AMERICAN MEDIA & CULTURE &
HERITAGE CENTER
DEARBORN-MICHIGAN - U.S.A

4

CINEMA Lo books wia

Arabs of America lagpol wipe - 10
WORLD allnll 34

44

46

ALL ARTICLES, OPINIONS AND
LETTERS ARE SENT IN THE NAME
OF THE EDITOR AND DO NOT
NECESSARILY EXPRESS THE
OPINION OF THE NEWSPAPER OR THE
CENTER. CONTACT THE ADVERTISER IN
THE ARAB AMERICAN TODAY MAGAZINE

please call : 313- 409-9541

ADDRESS :fgatt
THE ARAB AMERICAN TODAY
MAGAZINE
P.O.BOX 1464
DEARBORN M| 48126
USA

J i g
ART DIRECTION

THE ARAB AMERICAN TODAY
MAGAZINE TEAM

WWW.ARABAMERICANTODAY.NET 145 :axell - pite atllill diwll - o 2025 piliy ‘ 4



PHARMACY

10136 Vernor Hwy
Ji s . Dearborn M1 48120
Odioadd 9,93 Phone : 313-841-8820
locations to serve you Fax : 313-841-8846
Abdulla Shariff, Pharmacist
Fast & Friendly Care [ MON - FRI . 5AM - 6PM ]
SAT . 10AM - 4 PM

PHARMACY PHARMACY

4132 Schaefer Rd. 4726 Greenfield Rd. Ste. 101
Dearborn M1 48126 Dearborn M1 48126

Phone : 313-406-4006 Phone: 313-633-9310
Fax:313-551-4799 Fax :313-633-9706

HOURS HOURS
MON - FRI . 9AM - 6PM MON - FRI . 9AM - 6PM
SAT . Closed

SAT.10AM -2 PM

5 ‘ Januar y 2025 - Volume : 13 - Issue :145 WWW.ARABAMERICANTODAY.NET



ailns ggea Jol
2 ..Jolpan
I.ul.u]a.u.n.u

‘u.e\).s Mbga USJLAY‘ S| Gt e dJs uLcL..u ua.a..a ?“
o ¥l W\ S Jyand) pioay o8 La.s.\s.u b.a\ dasBglg
odd LIS (gec0 Cund)y

QU3 3 Loy isall il 0y Lol 35 ot (9ilas by kb
uSJu}N iyl as S9e ddgnadl ol US.»)A}!\ RIES]
‘fl.g.\.ﬁjcd)w.'j\.ﬁ 4.:‘.3 )AY‘ u\.\.a ‘j 05435&&-“ g}]ﬁm‘.\]‘;\.\.ﬁ‘ J‘
W Y saadl u\.ds..ﬂ Lg ‘_,443.351.‘ JL&]@Y‘ ua.u .Lﬁ).>d ‘_;\
O3 Aoyl By 4.»5;\.41”

)-6‘5‘ Al

LA yolo¥! (re Usdos (il s oo cslys oS5
agadl Ao Byl aSylaf e dianss 5Ju_-.m‘_gul.@,s.>5.d\5
e)a@.lb u.sl.x:J\ ol 4] U oo |¢.\.s el o_a.u.n ity J5>!|
3l Laudas sy 78 Ayl ) Al § wdil> g ‘g&d\a\

Ariad| ey °)—M-“—3@J-w.‘-ﬂ‘-e-wou—°«4-°-3h-“

e el e Byl 3lals Lo @ dsbos (slebs Al el LS
w\PY‘ uLsLa;J\ MS ‘J.w-\SJJs susadl ub)!_g.” ae 4_9.1.>J|
el & asdsll JBEI LS dpwiad! a5 Anlay) olabiie

s 0 g 52l e

‘,Lt. ).@.u-l\ 4.14)\ sad u:.DLa L3 u\.»)U\ u»doy sule] cob); dJ.r.j [RY
4.\.\.1.4 d‘gd g% uj_)&‘.u-l-’.‘ u‘s ‘J‘ L M)J.L QAY‘ 4.9.‘>b.4_! ).0‘3 tJJY|
ieasdl sl lyadaig o Gy

sy 54l 8 Ll Lgsda I35 s 1S cnely3 ol U Sl
ASwSA 3gamdl e oI 353

2 iy paialls Lpdaas sy Il Lo go Lgius oo LeS

o gl e B3l S ol Ml e 1 0 gl
ou.uJ,u_>|wt@a&um‘wyu,@5p\@,@5‘

=

. ,Ai.' -,.:.
o -1y
.

‘ Arab American Today agdll @S,gyxil @l

Luasiy aulaiil gl glad L4

(@65 ySeo O (sgie e yseead! (dadadly
2020 ub\.>..u|

caJ.«o‘y)) M‘).’ u\ Jd.d‘ gb,&ﬁho.llyﬁ.dl@;b5 v

Ol Cvons Al ol Syl alall eeld y 535 3]
dama B85 e oland Ol Guel s albga sl pussyl!
ol sl 502020 sl C:L;\:..u\ s Ju...u &J«m

ol LS Juall 5505 ,Jc-* g2 0 R é 9L>9
LSLs Lunadyll Do algsl Alolse sy jsiassdly
gl Slyandl Byslad e (3555 Yy dabol
My\ of dogSdl SBLEY 3555 4]
ol 525 ASLaS| mdell duc gl
G Ty @ISod Ly loled BSU ouya
.((L..)

Grolys ! 351 Yoy Loty
2 Lyl U] gl Sse
U ol (ol el ciSe
Lo Jsmandd il slS Wil
(S G Gla)

(Lr.\).a.ﬁ H"l" basy w.a.u.o_\.dl udgg...ul‘g [N u.cj\...\.o
yadl Lle ) H—!L‘y‘s (_g SLBEYL edl e 483l
g iy ©lpao¥l slasd Jalods
oS u‘.“_h.u}” uLu.u 4.‘:.(;‘).4 U‘ | N u‘..o‘_g
SL¥sll (s5ie e el J] b33 A0
a5y 43585 (ad) Cpp bl cydyaally
55 ccppranbimnd] o3l (0 19318 slinsd |
KTy L?:d‘ AR ‘_g [PP-ETIR)

o (piblyiag caalys Lind 5533 i
0335 15318 31531 s Iyl
ot g5ty 316 61 o
Uil (o L OL¥s s &
$SauSa 939 laliadg (iadines iy s-g

B9 DuniSiny g9 Lslidunsiog wldlqkdﬂlmlywl

L@.mus.CJJ gjﬁu‘.ﬂ.@.md.ﬁ@&yﬂ ).iLu/UaL\.‘\uy\Sﬂ)éuAuY‘
Iyl s s il G 9anLdl gl Sl¥sll e JLosl bl
Qb..).w‘j 9‘?!4.‘&).&1).0‘.;.“5 Bas3d|

. . oya09Sdl 8 Al 98 (o

& Vsouiiial agal 580l Ll Boloel Laniw colS )

359341 Clalgdadin Coladl 4l

Ghe (@Baladl Olelya] s ye Uglod

) 0l 598
ol dl poladl e all S alsy
s (re SSSIT egisl ol 3 sboan
Ugas ) U &gy dudlyusdl L5Lsl
ABI] e Jpamdd L3S

e 3 03518 paldf Apslall 3
33l puadyll s dlnidie S (il
raly3 Jolad &yl by ooU alal
Suaadl d5yalae e LU G a.lbjcd
dzo (ol cro Sl oSS uca.d‘
Olealen ¥l ¥ Ly Lyl 3
u\.aL@.i‘
e ol aas Juall Bylys Sras yule
ool S (Sleull oy )85 ppuis
L2l § ol drandl 518 Sl gy Ay as
UMAMG‘ML@NMHNLOUL‘SJ‘,LCM‘
g0 o] O3S puadyll ol oy 4L e)ul
@.;l (21 (S A5l Loy Olae sy Jsl dl
Jajj\.u 093 (o M}DJJ‘ O u.o\).‘

G 0l 52 iyl 395 e
uy\sv.ouudu‘ ‘ay L.JL'L'»uY‘
s dlyand! su.‘L.:J‘ w\wmb
/gbﬂwﬁgl{buﬂé;bhéﬁ@‘ﬁ

wasio e ol gy 2,881 H9e0 daang
LUA..A Mb ((Ju}w L:Jj):)) ‘-).‘LA:\.>¥‘
= (aj)) QL Loy «blse Ji3en 4.'“\.3
+odswt+d ‘_;\A‘A.uu.“ ;5.4.>J| L ‘_g
RS-

Se 0 yaS 30 3T hedie @ U‘-@b
Sl LL‘A.E. J.a;J.\ S dL> QuL;
Buaodl delud! wie 4a51J0 Sl latw)

R PV

e o Syl Juadl 1039 Golos iy § aels5 galome 2>
J.\...C)) L@.'JLg bjw.:) s W‘j;ﬁjﬂ‘#ﬁ.&ﬁ L,L:.\.BYJL.L
oladl dduall po (o) laily L Ay 035509 459318

- (Bl sy -

Ol LY LU Crol 5 agga Cramn 5285 Juddy

WWW.ARABAMERICANTODAY.NET

145 :3aell - piic G diwll - 02025 uliy | 6



’ Arab American Today agdl g\S,[y\il @l

Jack Smith, who led
Trump prosecutions,
leaves US Justice De-
partment

against Donald Trump, has left the United States Department
of Justice before the Republican president-elect is inaugurated
on January 20 for a second term.

J ack Smith, the special counsel who led two federal cases

The two cases involve Trump’s alleged mishandling of classified doc-
uments after he left the White House and efforts to overturn his
2020 election defeat. Trump was indicted in both cases overseen by
Smith. According to Al Jazeera Net.

“The Special Counsel completed his work and submitted his final
confidential report on January 7, 2025, and separated from the De-
partment on January 10,” officials said in the document submitted to
US District Judge Aileen Cannon, urging her last week not to extend
her order blocking the release of Smith’s final report.

The statement on Smith was a footnote in the filing to Cannon as she
mulls whether to maintain a hold on the special counsel’s report on
two cases.

A former war crimes prosecutor, Smith was appointed in November
2022 — nearly two years after the US Capitol attack — to lead the Jus-
tice Department’s twin ongoing investigations into Trump.

He brought two of the four criminal cases Trump faced after leaving
office but saw them grind to a halt after a Trump-appointed judge in
Florida dismissed one and the US Supreme Court found that former
presidents have sweeping immunity from prosecution for official
acts. Neither case went to trial.

After Trump defeated Democratic Vice President Kamala Harris in the
November 5 election, Smith dropped both cases, citing a longstand-
ing Justice Department rule against prosecuting sitting presidents.
In asking courts to dismiss the charges, Smith’s team defended the
merits of the cases they had brought, signalling only that Trump’s
impending return to the White House made them untenable.

Smith’s departure is another marker of the collapse of the criminal
cases against Trump, which could end without any legal consequenc-
es for the incoming president and led to a backlash that helped fuel
his political comeback.

Meanwhile, Trump, who has frequently called Smith “deranged” and
said he would fire him immediately upon taking office, has suggested
that he may pursue retribution against Smith and others who inves-
tigated him once he returns to office.
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Senator urges US to end ‘endless supply’ of weapons to Israel

enator Bernie Sanders on reit-
erated his call to the US to end
weapons supply to Israel.

Hailing the recent Gaza ceasefire
deal between Israel and Palestin-
ian group Hamas, Sander said he
hoped that the destruction will
soon end and that the hostages
will finally be returned to their
families. According to Anadolu.
“As this horrific war hopefully
comes to an end, the suffering of
the Palestinian people remains.
This ceasefire is just the first step,”
he said.

Massive amounts of humanitarian
aid must reach starving and mal-
nourished people in Gaza, he said,

urging the international commu-
nity to make the ceasefire perma-
nent.

“Finally, as Americans, we must
grapple with our role in this dark
chapter.

“The United States allowed this
mass atrocity to continue by pro-
viding an endless supply of weap-
ons to (Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin) Netanyahu and failing
to exert meaningful leverage,” he
stressed.

The military support took place in
clear violation of US and interna-
tional law, he reiterated.

“This must not happen again. Fu-
ture political leaders should learn
from this terrible lesson and re-

store respect for our own laws
and moral principles,” Sanders
added.

Qatar announced the three-phase
agreement on to end over 15
months of Israeli attacks on the
Gaza Strip, which have killed near-
ly 47,000 people and left the en-
clave in ruins.

The International Criminal Court
issued arrest warrants in Novem-
ber for Netanyahu and his former
Defense Minister Yoav Gallant for
war crimes and crimes against hu-
manity in Gaza.

Israel also faces a genocide case at
the International Court of Justice
for its war on the enclave.
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WHO regrets US decision to
withdraw from organization

he World Health Organization (WHO) on said it regrets new US
President Donald Trump’s decision of intending to withdraw from
the organization.

The WHO “plays a crucial role in protecting the health and security of
the world’s people, including Americans, by addressing the root causes of
disease, building stronger health systems and detecting, preventing and
responding to health emergencies, including disease outbreaks and often
in dangerous places where others cannot go,” spokesperson Tarik Jasarev-
ic told a UN briefing in Geneva. According to Anadolu.

Noting that the US was a
founding member of WHO
in 1948, Jasarevic said that
for over seven decades,
WHO and the US have “saved
countless lives and protect-
ed Americans and all people
from health threats.”
“Together, we ended small-
pox, and together we have
brought polio to the brink of
eradication,” he said. “Ameri-
can institutions have contrib-
uted to and benefited from
membership in WHO.”
According to the spokesper-
son, the US represented 18%
of the 2023 budget and is the “largest single donor.”

“So we have to see, really, how this will play out, and we need to see what
will be the consequences,” he said.

Responding to Anadolu’s question on whether the agency will be in con-
tact with the Trump administration to reconsider the decision, he said:
“We hope the United States will reconsider and we look forward to en-
gaging in constructive dialogue to maintain the partnership between the
USA and WHO, for the benefit of the health and well-being of millions of
people around the globe.”
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Muslim Heritage Month
quickly gaining ground in US

annual celebration of the faith in January, will reach nationwide
recognition, with a growing number of states and localities mak-
ing it official on their calendars.

U S Muslim groups are hoping that Muslim Heritage Month, an

So far, states marking the month include Michigan, New Jersey, Utah,
Connecticut, in addition to a growing number of states, towns and dis-
tricts. A congressional resolution was introduced several years ago to
give the month national recognition. According to The New Arab.

The goal for community leaders is to make Muslim Heritage Month as
much a part of the American cultural fabric as other cultures that are
honoured throughout the year.

“Muslim Heritage Month is like anything that celebrates a community. It
doesn’t happen overnight,” Robert McCaw, political affairs directors for
the Council on American-Islamic Relations, told The New Arab.

“It's to educate and expand the awareness of the Muslim community,”
he said, adding that he'd like to see it recognised by the White House as
they do with history and heritage months for African Americans, Arabs,
Pacific Islanders, Hispanics and others. “There are so many rich traditions
to explore.”

In 2021, a House resolution was introduced to recognise a month for
Muslim Heritage, which continues to gain traction with a reintroduction
of the initiative in 2024. A similar resolution was also introduced in the
Senate. The date was originally set for July, but then changed to fit with
the academic school curriculum.

According to the Muslim American Heritage website, January was chosen
as the month to honour the anniversary of the death of Yarrow Mamout,
an African American Muslim former slave, who purchased his own free-
dom and became a financier.

According to the website, “The national observance spotlights Muslims
embracing freedom to pursue the American Dream and celebrates Mus-
lim contributions to American society.”
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Fourth Muslim American joins US
Congress, first for California

he US House of Represen-
T tatives has seen a fourth

Muslim American added
to its ranks, as Lateefah Simon of

California begins her term in the
119th Congress.

Simon, who took office on 3
January, joins Representatives
Rashida Tlaib of Michigan, Ilhan
Omar of Minnesota and André
Carson of Indiana as part of a small
but growing representation of
Muslims in US Congress. According
to newarab.

“Lateefah Simon'’s election is a
powerful reminder that American
Muslims are making strides and
finding their voices in the halls of
Congress. Especially during a time
when many in our community feel
the weight of rising Islamopho-
bia,” Robert McCaw, government
affairs director for the Council on
American-Islamic Relations, said
in a public statement shortly after
her election.

“Her presence, alongside Repre-
sentatives Carson, Tlaib, and Omar,

demonstrates our community’s
resilience and commitment to
justice. This achievement should
inspire every American Muslim to
have faith in their ability to create
positive change and to contribute
to a more inclusive and just soci-
ety,” he said.

The 47-year-old long-time com-

munity organiser from the San
Francisco Bay Area is filling the
shoes of Barbara Lee, who left

her position in California’s 12th
Congressional district to run for US
Senate (losing to Adam Schiff).

She comes to Congress after
having worked in criminal justice
reform, serving on the board

of California’s state university
system, and most recently served
on the board of the Bay Area
Rapid Transportation (BART), the
commuter train system between
San Francisco, Oakland and other
towns and cities.

Since taking office earlier this
month, Simon, whose background
is African American and who
represents a deep blue district, has
joined the House Committee on
Oversight and Accountability and
the House Committee on Small
Business, and she has become

a member of the Congressional
Progressive Caucus, the Congres-
sional Black Caucus, the Reproduc-
tive Rights Caucus and the Labour
Caucus.

US settles anti-Muslim, anti-Palestinian
bias complaint against university

concerns about discrimination against Mus-

lim, Arab and Palestinian students at Emory
University in Atlanta, Georgia and reached a settle-
ment with the institution to resolve the issue.

T he United States Education Department noted

The university agreed to revise its non-discrimination
policies and procedures, including protests

and a definition of harassment based on
actual or perceived shared ancestry.

The university also agreed to
develop training and surveys
while assessing its response to
campus protests that erupted
last year against US support
for Israel’s war in Gaza, the
Education Department said.

The university said no wrong-
doing was found on its part,
adding it voluntarily signed
a resolution agreement to im-
prove policies addressing discrim-
ination.

Rights advocates have noted rising anti-Pal-
estinian, Islamophobic and antisemitic incidents since
Israel launched its assault on Gaza after Palestinian
resistance group Hamas’ Oct. 7, 2023, attack.

Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 bars racial dis-
crimination in US education programs that receive
federal funding.

US universities saw months of protests in which dem-
onstrators demanded an end to US support for Israel
and to college investments in companies that alleged-
ly supported Israel’s occupation of Palestinian territo-
ries.

In April last year, law enforcement at the behest of

university administrators deployed Tasers and
tear gas against student protesters at
Emory University, activists said at the
time.

The Education Department said
it “is concerned that the gratu-
itous violence of the law en-
forcement activity reflected
in widely publicised videos
from the arrests during the
April 2024 protests may have
created a hostile environ-
ment within the campus com-
munity for Palestinian, Arab, or
Muslim university members.”
US government agencies have
reached similar settlements with
other institutions and firms since the
Gaza war began, including universities like
Johns Hopkins University and the University of Cali-
fornia.

The Justice Department reached a deal with Double-
Tree by Hilton Hotel Orlando at SeaWorld in Florida
to resolve allegations of discriminatory policy against
hosting Arabs.

US Muslim civil rights group ‘strong-
ly’ denounces attack in New Orleans

he Council on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR) on condemned
an attack Year’s Day that killed at least 15 people and injured
dozens in the state of Louisiana.

“We strongly denounce this crime, we stand in solidarity with the peo-
ple of New Orleans, we encourage anyone with relevant information to
come forward immediately, and we pray for a full recovery of those im-
pacted by this crime,” CAIR said in a statement. According to Anadolu.

The denunciation came after a man intentionally drove a pickup truck
into a crowd of revelers on Bourbon Street in the French Quarter. The
suspect was identified as Shamsud-Din Jabbar, 42, a native of the state
of Texas, according to the FBI. The attack is being investigated as an act
of terrorism.

“If reports that the perpetrator was a man with a history of drunk driv-
ing and spousal abuse who embraced Daesh are true, then his crime is
the latest example of why cruel, merciless, bottom-feeding extremist
groups have been rejected by the overwhelming majority of the Mus-
lim world — from Islamic scholars, to mosques, to organizations, and to
individual Muslims,” said CAIR.

The group extended condolences to the families of those killed in the
“horrific, senseless and infuriating” attack.
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he served a long and illustrious
S career, and | thank her for her ser-
vice,” acting Department of Home-
land Security (DHS) secretary Benjamine

Huffman said in a message to the Coast
Guard.

But a senior official from the DHS -- which
oversees the service -- was far more criti-
cal, saying Fagan was dismissed “because
of her leadership deficiencies, opera-
tional failures, and inability to advance
the strategic objectives of the US Coast
Guard.” According to AFP.

The admiral failed to address border se-
curity threats, mismanaged acquisitions,
including helicopters, and put “excessive
focus” on diversity, equity and inclusion
programs, the official said on condition of
anonymity.

There was also an “erosion of trust” in the

ALds

Coast Guard due to its handling of an in-
vestigation into sexual assault allegations.
“The failure to adequately address the
systemic issues exposed by this investiga-
tion has underscored a leadership culture
unwilling to ensure accountability and
transparency,” the official added.
Review of senior officers

Trump and other Republicans have long
railed against government programs
aimed at fostering diversity, and border
security is a key priority for the president,
who declared a national emergency at
the US frontier with Mexico on, the first
day of his new term.

Trump has had a contradictory relation-
ship with America’s armed forces, at
times lauding their power but also claim-
ing they were depleted and in need of
rebuilding.

He has clashed with former top US mili-
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tary officer Mark Milley, with the retired
general’s portrait at the Pentagon re-
moved on the same day that Trump was
sworn in for his second term.

Pete Hegseth, Trump’s nominee to head
the Defense Department, said that senior
officers “will be reviewed based on meri-
tocracy, standards, lethality and commit-
ment to lawful orders,” indicating that
further dismissals are possible.

Fagan had led the Coast Guard since
2022, and previously held posts including
vice commandant of the service.

She “served on all seven continents, from
the snows of Ross Island, Antarctica to
the heart of Africa, from Tokyo to Ge-
neva, and in many ports along the way,”
according to an archived version of her
biography, which is no longer available on

the Coast Guard website.
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Gaza ceasefire: The Palestinian spirit will never be broken

Soumaya Ghannoushi

mid thunderous cheers from
A thousands of people in Gaza’s main

square, three Israeli hostages were
handed over to the Red Cross on - a mo-

ment that defied expectations and rewrote
the narrative of the war.

Fighters from the armed wing of Hamas, the
Qassam Brigades, clad in full combat gear,
stood alongside the hostages, their presence a
bold declaration of defiance.

After 15 months of relentless bombardment,
mass displacement and near-total devastation,
the Palestinian resistance emerged undefeated,
reclaiming the story of survival and resilience.
In Israel, disbelief and humiliation prevailed.
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu had
repeatedly assured his people that northern
Gaza had been “cleansed”, that Hamas - which
is proscribed as a terrorist group in the UK and
other countries - had been obliterated, and that
the area was under full Israeli military control.
But the hostages, who his army failed to rescue,
were released with confidence by the very
fighters he claimed to have eradicated. Few
moments have exposed the hollowness of
Netanyahu'’s claims so vividly.

As Gaza erupted in celebration, Israel faced

a reckoning. In a televised interview, former
national security adviser Giora Eiland, architect
of the “Generals’ Plan” to ethnically cleanse
northern Gaza, called the war “a resounding
failure” for Israel. Asked whether Hamas had
won, his answer was unequivocal: “Certainly
yes. Certainly. It’s a resounding failure.”
Refusing oppression

David K Rees, an Israeli American columnist,
captured this seismic shift in stark terms: “Israel
has been forced to fight war after war in order
to defend itself. It won the wars in 1948, 1967,
and 1973. It fought Hezbollah to a draw in
2006. That has just changed ... Unfortunately,
instead of his legacy being the man who could
defend Israel, Netanyahu will go down as the
first prime minister of Israel ever to lose a war.”
Victory in asymmetric wars is not defined by
firepower, but by the ability to crush the spirit
of the weaker party. By this measure, Netanya-
hu’s campaign was a catastrophic failure.

He unleashed unprecedented destruction,
dropping 70,000 tons of explosives on Gaza's
360-square kilometres in the first six months of

the war - more than the bombing of Dresden,
Hamburg and London combined during World
War Two.

Satellite imagery revealed that two-thirds of
Gaza'’s buildings were damaged or destroyed,
with entire neighbourhoods reduced to rubble.
Israel’s siege cut off water, food and fuel,
transforming Gaza into a massive concentration
camp.

Netanyahu'’s strategy hinged on eliminating
resistance leaders, believing their deaths would
fracture the movement and incite rebellion.
When Hamas leader Yahya Sinwar was killed
fighting on the frontlines, Netanyahu pro-
claimed victory was near. But his calculations
were tragically flawed; no rebellion came.

Even when he promised $5m and safe

passage for any Palestinian
willing to betray Hamas
by freeing a hostage,
not a single person
responded - even
among a starved
and homeless
population.
Netanyahu'’s
litmus test
for victory,
breaking
Gaza’s

spirit,
collapsed.
Instead,
Hamas
dictated its
terms: hostages
would be re-
leased only with a
ceasefire, withdrawal

and prisoner exchange.
This reversal exposed the
futility of Netanyahu'’s war,
leaving both Israelis and the world to

grapple with his miscalculations.

Whenever a wave of resistance is broken,
another rises soon afterwards. Abu lyad, the
Palestine Liberation Organisation leader assas-
sinated in my hometown, Tunis, in 1991, once
predicted: “Our people will give birth to a new
revolution, to a movement more powerful than
ours, to leaders who are more experienced and
more dangerous to the Zionists. The Palestin-
ians’ unwavering will to continue the battle is

a truth beyond doubt ... We are determined to

remain as a people, and one day we will have a
homeland.”
His prophecy resonates today, as Palestinians
in Gaza, against all odds, refuse to bow to their
oppressors, and continue their march towards
freedom.
Returning to rubble
What Netanyahu envisioned as a second Nakba
has become a “march of return”. Bloodied
and battered, displaced Palestinians are now
returning to the rubble of their homes. Their
resilience has become the defining image of
this war - a testament to the strength of a
people who refuse to be erased.
This struggle evokes a poignant historical paral-
lel from the Vietnam War, as succinctly framed
by Tamir Pardo, a former Mossad chief.
Pardo recalled the words of an
American colonel address-
ing his North Vietnam-
ese counterpart: “We
never lost a single
battle.”
The North
Vietnamese
officer’s
reply was as
profound
as it was
devastating:
“That may
be true, but
tomorrow
morning, you
will leave, and
we will remain.”
This war was
never about Hamas
alone, but about a
century-long Palestin-
ian struggle for freedom.
Hamas, founded in 1987, is
merely the latest chapter in a resistance
that stretches back to the Balfour Declaration
of 1917 and the colonial seizure of Palestinian
land. Across generations, Palestinians have
fought with strikes, protests, uprisings and
armed revolts.
Their fight has taken many forms - nationalist,
leftist and Islamist - but the essence remains
the same: an unyielding refusal to submit to
occupation, and a determination to reclaim
their homeland.
Netanyahu'’s allies once celebrated the forced

exodus of Palestinians from Gaza, envisioning it
as the final chapter of the Nakba. Zionist settler
leader Daniella Weiss dreamed of turning Gaza
into a colonial settlement. Far-right National
Security Minister Itamar Ben Gvir, who resigned
from cabinet in the wake of the ceasefire deal,
spoke of exiling Palestinians to Scotland.

Today, against all odds, Palestinians are return-
ing to their homes, vowing never to leave again.
Their return is not just a physical act, but also

a symbolic one - an assertion of their right to
exist, to return and to resist.

Chilling parallels

As Palestinians celebrated their survival, Israeli
Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich responded
with chilling venom: “Don’t be impressed by
the forced joy of our enemy. This is an animalis-
tic society that sanctifies death. Very soon, we
will erase their smile again.”

His words epitomise the brutality of Israel’s
colonial project, which over the course of 15
months revealed its savagery to the world.
Israeli soldiers documented much of the de-
struction themselves, providing evidence that
may one day be used in international courts.
Columnist Gideon Levy, reflecting on Israel’s
actions even after the ceasefire was agreed,
said he was “troubled and ashamed” by these
events: “It’s not only about the killing ... it’s
about being proud of the destruction. No
shame, nothing. Israel is very proud ... and this
is very troubling.”

Holocaust historians Daniel Blatman and Amos
Goldberg drew chilling parallels in their piece
titled “Although what is happening in Gaza is
not Auschwitz, it is of the same family - a crime
of genocide”.

In one of the war’s most haunting moments,
just hours after the ceasefire was announced,
rescuers pulled three-year-old Asaad Fadel
Khalifa from the rubble of Gaza City. Dust-cov-
ered and struggling to breathe, his tiny hands
worked to remove gravel from his mouth.
Around him lay the ruins of his family home, his
loved ones buried beneath the wreckage.

That outstretched hand, rising from the de-
struction, encapsulates the indomitable spirit of
the Palestinian people: resilient, unyielding and
unbreakable. Against overwhelming odds, they
rise again and again, refusing to be erased.
Asaad’s survival, like Gaza’s resistance, stands
as a symbol of hope, endurance and the unre-
lenting pursuit of freedom.

Source: Middle East Eye
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How

Lebanon’s

new
president

reflects

a shifting

power
balance

ebanon’s parliament elected a long
L overdue president on after a two-year
vacuum, ushering in hope for rebuilding
the war-torn country while revealing a new
balance of power within the internal political
scene.

Hezbollah and the Amal Movement - often
referred to in Lebanon as the Shia duo - both
ended up voting for army commander Joseph
Aoun as president, even though they had been
fiercely opposed to his candidacy in the past.
According to The New Arab.

Presidential elections, like all major decisions
in Lebanon, need consensus. Major factions
come to an agreement behind the scenes, and
it is only then that a president is elected by the
Parliament.

National consensus is the cornerstone of Leb-
anon’s sectarian-based power-sharing system,
which has proven to be dysfunctional at times
often leading to political gridlock, as was the
case with the presidential vacuum since the
end of 2022.

“Regional shifts, growing domestic discontent,
and the need for international legitimacy have
constrained their influence, pushing them
toward accommodation rather than confron-
tation,” Imad Salamey, Middle East expert and
Associate Professor at the Lebanese American
University, told The New Arab.

Hezbollah's military capabilities and man-
power were dealt a severe blow during its
almost 13-month war with Israel that ended in
November 2024, which, along with the fall of
the Assad regime in Syria, has incapacitated the
Iran-backed Axis of Resistance.

Voting for Aoun reflects a “shift in the internal
balance of power,” according to Salamey.

“While the Shia duo remains a dominant force,
their willingness to compromise highlights their
diminishing ability to dictate terms unilaterally,”

he said, adding that they seek legitimacy under
a president like Aoun who is backed by the
Arab world and the West.

A flurry of diplomatic activity by the United
States, Saudi Arabia, and France preceded
Aoun’s election as president as pressure
mounted on the political class to elect him,
according to local media reports.

“This trade-off ensures Hezbollah and Amal
[Movement] retain influence within a system
increasingly dependent on foreign support,”
Salamey said.

“They realised no one is going
to rebuild the destroyed
Shia areas of Lebanon
except the Arab
countries....[and]
that Iran doesn’t
have the
means,” Mi-
chael Young,
Middle East
expert and
Editor of
Carnegie
Middle
East’s
Diwan, told
TNA.

The war with
Israel led to an es-
timated $20 billion

in losses across key

sectors in Lebanon, with ‘
Beirut’s southern suburbs,

the Bekaa region in the east, and

the south of the country - all Shia majority
areas - sustaining most of the damage, as large
swathes of areas were destroyed by Israeli
warplanes.

“They had to go along with the American and
Saudi decision to put forward Joseph Aoun as
president,” Young added.

Foreign actors were insistent on Aoun’s
elections for a number of reasons. According
to Salamey, the US and Saudi Arabia see Aoun
as a “stabilising figure who can restore trust in
Lebanon’s institutions”.

For Young, foreign powers saw the presidential
elections in Lebanon as a “continuation of the
implementation of [United Nations] Resolution
1701”.

UN Resolution 1701 is the basis for the cease-
fire agreement between Hezbollah and Israel
that ended the war in November. One of the
clauses calls for the eventual disband-
ment of all armed groups and
infrastructure in the coun-
try that do not belong
to the army or the
official security
forces.

“Since the
cease-
fire with
Israel, the
Americans
have been
keen to
consolidate
a post-Hez-
bollah order
in Lebanon”
and “fill the se-
curity vacuum [...]
left by Hezbollah,”
Young said.

Aoun’s election brings new
hope to an ailing country struggling
with long unresolved economic woes and one
of the most destructive wars since the bloody
1975-1990 civil war.
Lebanon’s political class has stalled the imple-
mentation of any reforms in the public and
banking sectors, where corruption has been
rampant for years, as highlighted by the historic
economic collapse that began at the end of

special coverage dnla dulnxi
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2019 and pushed more than half the popula-
tion into poverty.

“The political class is corrupt and is trying to
maintain the status quo of the country that
benefits their interests,” Young said.

The international community has withheld

aid for years as they were contingent on vital
structural reforms that were never enacted by
Lebanon.

Given the increased pressure to secure funding,
there is room to engage in economic and finan-
cial reforms, according to Young. “I don’t think
it will be easy for the political class to impose a
status quo,” he said.

Foreign interference to solve major national
issues and end political deadlocks is a hallmark
of Lebanon’s chaotic history. Various presidents
- many of whom were army commanders -
were elected as president as a result of foreign
influence, such as army commander Michel
Suleiman in 2008 after the Doha agreement
ended an 18-month-long political crisis.

“Foreign powers, particularly the US and Saudi
Arabia, see Joseph Aoun as a stabilising figure
who can restore trust in Lebanon’s institutions.
His leadership of the Lebanese Armed Forces
(LAF), a rare institution trusted by all Lebanese,
represents an opportunity to unify the country
and advance reforms,” Salamey said.

According to Young, Aoun enjoys national cred-
ibility, “unlike previous army commanders...and
has presided over the one institution that has
more or less continued to function since the
collapse of the state in 2019”.

The president in Lebanon as per the Constitu-
tion has limited powers, and the main executive
functions are carried out by the government,
which has been in a caretaker capacity since
the term of the previous president ended.
“While the president has limited direct influ-
ence over reforms, Aoun’s election creates the
conditions for progress. His leadership could
restore trust in state institutions and attract
foreign aid,” Salamey said.
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DONATE HERE

LIFE'S EMERGENCY RESPONSE TEAM HAS BEEN ON THE
GROUND INSIDE OF GAZA DISTRIBUTING MEDICAL SUPPLIES,
FOOD, AND WARMTH BUT YOUR HELP IS STILL NEEDED
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UN envoy renews commit-
ment to “roadmap” as via-
ble path to peace in Yemen

ment to the roadmap as a viable path to achieving peace in Ye-
men, calling on all parties to move away from the mentality of
war and adopt a mentality of peace.

T he UN envoy to Yemen, Hans Grundberg, renewed his commit-

This came in a statement by the UN envoy’s office following the conclu-
sion of his visit to Riyadh, during which he met with the Yemeni Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister, Saudi officials, and ambassadors of the
permanent member states.

Discussions in Riyadh focused on developments in Yemen and the region
and their impact on the Yemeni
peace process, during which the
envoy gave a brief briefing on his
recent activities and the need
for immediate calm and focus
on constructive dialogue to pave
the way for a Yemeni political
process.

The discussions also focused,
according to the statement, on
economic challenges and the
need for cooperation between
the parties to take steps towards
economic stability and alleviate

the suffering of the Yemeni people.

“The roadmap remains a viable path towards a nationwide ceasefire,
addressing economic and humanitarian measures and starting a political
process,” Grundberg stressed.

“We must seize every opportunity to provide a peaceful and stable future
for Yemenis. The status quo is unsustainable and all parties must move
from a war mentality to a peace mentality,” he added.

In a meeting with ambassadors of the permanent members of the UN
Security Council, the envoy thanked the permanent members for their
continued support for his efforts, and stressed that the unity of the Coun-
cil is crucial to moving forward towards a peaceful and comprehensive
solution to the conflict.

During the past, the UN envoy visited Muscat, Sana’a, Tehran and Riyadh,
respectively, as part of a new tour to activate his efforts and enhance the
chances of achieving peace in Yemen.
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UN launches $2.47 billion appeal to support Yemen humanltarlan needs plan

he United Nations and its partners
T have launched the Yemen Humanitar-
ian Response Plan for this year, which
seeks to provide $2.47 billion to provide ur-

gent humanitarian assistance and protection
to millions of people in need.

“A decade of crisis has deeply affected Yemeni
communities, which continue to bear the brunt
of the conflict,” the Office for the Coordination
of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said in a state-
ment.

“More than half of the country’s population
—19.5 million people — need humanitarian as-
sistance and protection services, with the most
vulnerable and marginalised groups in Yemen,
including women and girls, at the highest risk,”
he added.

The statement said that the humanitarian situa-

tion in Yemen remained the same or even wors-
ened in large parts of the country over the past
year, explaining that economic deterioration,
climate shocks and regional escalation were the
main reasons behind the exacerbation of hu-
manitarian needs and the fueling of protection
risks.

The statement indicated that nearly half of the
country’s population is facing severe food inse-
curity, more than 13 million people do not have
sufficient access to clean water, and 40 percent
of health facilities are partially or not function-
ing.

According to the statement, humanitarian work-
ers aim, through the 2025 appeal, to provide
life-saving assistance to about 10.5 million of the
most vulnerable people in need of assistance.
“These efforts will be guided by the voices of
local communities, and ensure that cost-effec-

tive and high-quality assistance is provided to
people affected by the crisis wherever they are,”
said Julien Harneis, Humanitarian Coordinator in
Yemen.

“Humanitarian action has been effective in mit-
igating the worst effects of this crisis, but we
cannot do it alone,” the Humanitarian Coordina-
tor stressed. “More efforts are needed to reduce
needs, achieve peace, revive the economy and
build the resilience of communities through sus-
tainable development activities.”

The statement pointed out that despite the great
challenges, 197 relief organizations were able to
reach more than 8 million people with life-saving
assistance last year - two-thirds of which were
local Yemeni organizations. This was made pos-
sible thanks to the continued support of donors,
who contributed more than $1.4 billion to the
2024 Humanitarian Response Plan.
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From the Office of Wayne County Treasurer - Eric R. Sabree
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PROBATE
ASSISTANCE
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If you are facing foreclosure and need assistance in starting a Wayne County

Probate Court Case because a property is in the name of a deceased family
member, please contact one of the following community partners for assistance:

Michigan Legal Services: 313-774-1527 | 313-725-4890
United Community Housing Coalition: 313-405-7726
Legal Aid & Defender: 313-967-5800

Ot dalolde 2. Liluo 931 deSioney Jhad ¥ ELSan
a3,M Lo : 313.224.5706
Contact the Wayne County Probate Court by calling:

313.224.5706
e luall L ‘oo
We are here to help!

www.Treasurer.WayneCounty.com y
313-224-5990 [
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Queen not officially told
for years about Palace
spy, MI5 papers reveal

ueen Elizabeth Il was not officially informed for almost a decade
that one of her most senior courtiers had confessed to being a Sovi-
et spy, according to newly released MIS5 files.

Art historian Anthony Blunt was for decades Surveyor of the Queen’s Pictures,
overseeing the official Royal Art Collection, and in 1964 admitted he had been
a Soviet agent since the 1930s. According to BBC News.

Papers released by MI5 show that although Blunt confessed to them he had
spied for the Russians during World War Two, the late queen herself was not
officially told for nearly nine years.

When she was informed of the full story in the 1970s, she was characteristi-
cally unflappable, taking it “all very calmly and without surprise”, according to
the declassified files released to the National Archives.

The decision to formally inform the queen came amid growing concerns in
Whitehall that the truth would inevitably come out after Blunt, who had been
seriously ill with cancer, died. Journalists were already investigating the story
and they were no longer constrained by concerns of libel.

Suspicion first fell on Blunt in 1951, when his fellow spies Guy Burgess and
Donald Maclean fled to the Soviet Union.

He had been a close friend of Burgess since their time at Cambridge together
in the 1930s — part of the so-called Cambridge Five group of spies.

During World War Two Blunt had worked for MI5, after 1951 he was inter-
viewed 11 times by the Security Service, but always denied espionage.
Then the American Michael Straight told the FBI he'd been recruited by Blunt
himself as a Russian agent.

In April 1964 the MIS interrogator Arthur Martin confronted Blunt, and prom-
ised him immunity from prosecution.

His full confession is included for the first time in these files. As well as ac-
knowledging his wartime work, he admitted to being in touch with the Russian
Intelligence Service after the war.

Blunt said he met a Russian named Peter before the departure of Burgess
and Maclean, but he could not recall exactly why. He said the so-called Peter
encouraged him to flee too, but he declined.

The interrogator said Blunt was not “at ease” as he spoke, and every question
“was followed by a long pause” while he “seemed to be debating with himself
how to answer it”.

Despite Blunt’s prominent position, few outside MI5 were told of this con-
fession. The home secretary and his most senior civil servant were informed.
The queen’s private secretary was told only that Blunt had been implicated
and that MIS intended to interrogate him.

It was agreed that if Blunt became seriously ill, she would be officially in-
formed, because that might prompt press coverage of his past.

In March 1973 another file note records that the queen’s private secretary
had spoken to her about the Blunt case. It reads: “She took it all very calmly
and without surprise: she remembered that he had been under suspicion way
back in the aftermath of the Burgess/Maclean case”.

Miranda Carter, Blunt’s biographer said her “hunch” was Elizabeth Il was told
informally some time after 1965.

She believes officials “wanted to keep a curtain of plausible deniability”. That
the monarch took the news “calmly and without surprise” suggests to Carter
that she must have known.

Blunt’s past was finally exposed by Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher in a
Commons statement in 1979. He died in 1983 aged 75 having been stripped
of his knighthood.
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Pakistan’s Imran Khan
Handed 14 Years Jail
Term in Land Graft Case

ormer Pakistani prime minister Imran Khan and his wife Bushra Bibi
have been convicted in a £190 million ($232 million) land corruption
case involving the Al-Qadir Trust, local media reported on.

According to ARY News and Dawn, an anti-corruption court in the northern
city of Rawalpindi sentenced Khan to 14 years in prison and Bibi to seven
years, with the verdict being announced at Adiala Jail. According to RT News.
Khan and Bibi have also been fined
$3,600 and $1,800, respectively,
with the failure to comply carrying
an additional imprisonment term.
The Al-Qadir Trust case centers on
allegations that Khan and Bibi were
involved in a quid pro quo scheme
that saw the politician and his wife
receive land worth millions of dol-
lars from a property mogul during
the establishment of an epony-
mous university in exchange for
legal protection.

The former Pakistani prime min-
ister has denied the charges, call-
ing them “politically motivated.”
Before the verdict, Khan said the
case lacked evidence and would
embarrass the authorities. “My sentencing is being sought in a case where
neither have | derived a single penny of personal gain, nor has the government
suffered a single penny of financial loss,” he said.

Khan's Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTl) party condemned the ruling, calling it a
“black verdict,” while sharing a video purportedly showing protests against
the decision outside the National Assembly.

A cricketer-turned-politician, Khan served as prime minister from 2018 to
2022, when he was ousted from office in a no-confidence vote, with the op-
position accusing him of mismanaging the economy and foreign policy. Khan,
however, claims that he was overthrown as a result of a US conspiracy.

He has been embroiled in numerous legal battles, with looming charges of cor-
ruption. In 2023, he was found guilty of illegally buying and selling state gifts
he had received during his premiership, although the sentence was suspend-
ed. One year later, he was also sentenced to ten years for leaking state secrets,
a charge he has denied. His earlier arrests and sentences sparked nationwide
protests, some of which turned violent.
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5 Tips for Raising Grateful Chil-
dren in a Muslim Household

have is a goal for many parents, especially within a Muslim household.
Gratitude is a fundamental Islamic value, and nurturing this quality in
your children can help them grow into compassionate and content individuals.

R aising children who are grateful and appreciative of the blessings they

As new parents, you might wonder how to instill this important value in your
child’s heart. Here are five practical tips to help you raise grateful children while
incorporating Islamic teachings. According to mysalahmat.

1. Lead by Example

Children learn a great deal from observing their parents. If you regularly express
gratitude, your child is likely to adopt this behavior as well. Make it a habit to
say “Alhamdulillah” (All praise is due to Allah) in front of your children, not just
in prayer, but also in everyday moments. Whether it’s thanking Allah (SWT) for
a beautiful day, a delicious meal, or a safe journey, showing gratitude through
words and actions helps children understand the importance of being thankful.
As parents, our attitude of gratitude becomes a powerful lesson for our children.
2. Incorporate Gratitude in Daily Conversations

Use everyday opportunities to discuss the concept of gratitude with your child.
Ask them what they are thankful for each day, and encourage them to think be-
yond material things. This could be the warmth of the sun, the love of a friend,
or the joy of playing. By regularly discussing these moments, you are helping
them to recognize and appreciate the countless blessings in their lives. These
discussions can also be linked back to Islamic teachings. For example, remind
them of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), who was always grateful to Allah, no
matter the circumstances.

3. Teach Them About Charity and Helping Others

One of the best ways to foster gratitude is by teaching children to help those
who are less fortunate. Encourage them to share their toys, donate their clothes,
or participate in community service. These actions not only build empathy but
also help children appreciate what they have. In Islam, giving to those in need
is highly encouraged, and teaching this value early on can have a lasting impact.
You can explain to your child how acts of charity, or “sadagah,” are a form of
expressing gratitude to Allah for all the blessings He has bestowed upon us.

4. Make Gratitude Fun and Interactive

Children learn best through play and interactive activities. Incorporate gratitude
exercises into your family routine in a fun and engaging way. For instance, create
a “gratitude jar” where everyone in the family writes down one thing, they are
thankful for each day and places it in the jar. At the end of the week, sit togeth-
er and read them out loud. This activity not only promotes gratitude but also
strengthens family bonds.

5. Encourage Them to Express Thanks to Others

Teaching children to say “thank you” when someone helps them or gives them
something is an essential aspect of raising grateful children. Encourage them
to write thank-you notes or verbally express their gratitude. This simple act
teaches them to recognize the kindness of others and to appreciate the people
around them. In Islam, expressing gratitude to others is a way of thanking Allah,
as the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said, “He who does not thank people, does
not thank Allah” (Ahmad, Tirmidhi).

Conclusion

Raising grateful children is a continuous journey that requires patience and
consistency. By leading by example, incorporating gratitude into daily conver-
sations, teaching about charity, making gratitude fun, and encouraging children
to express thanks, you are laying a strong foundation for their character devel-
opment.
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Israeli-born author re-
nounces citizenship, calling
it ‘a tool of genocide’

formally renounced his Israeli citizenship.

Justifying his decision in an article for the left-leaning news
publication Truthout, Steinberg said that Israeli citizenship had “always
been a tool of genocide” that legitimised settler colonialism. According
to middleeasteye.

A vi Steinberg, an Israeli-born author, announced on that he had

“Israeli citizenship is predicated on the worst kinds of violent crimes we know
of, and on a deepening litany of lies intended to whitewash those crimes,” he
argued in the op-ed.

The author was born in Jerusalem to American parents and raised in an Or-
thodox setting. In 1993, his family moved back to the US, first to Cleveland and
then to Boston, where his father got a job as a director at Harvard University.
Steinberg cited a number of laws passed following Israel’s founding that le-
gitimised colonialism and discrimination, including the 1948 Declaration of
Independence, the Law of Return in 1950, and the 1952 Citizenship Law.
He argued that this paper trail was shaped by the 1948 Nakba, when Israeli
forces expelled approximately 80 percent of the Palestinian population from
their homeland, and the subsequent efforts by the settlers to secure interna-
tional recognition.

“These are forged documents,” Steinberg said. “The look of officialdom... [is]
nothing other than this state’s slippery effort to conceal its fundamental un-
lawfulness.”

Explaining his parents’ migration, Steinberg described the cognitive disso-
nance that allowed his parents “to become both American liberals who op-
posed the US invasion of Vietnam, while also acting as armed settlers of an-
other people’s land”.

Steinberg was later to discover that the house he grew up in was owned by
a Palestinian family who were violently expelled to Jordan and barred from
returning.

“This 1-to-1 replacement was not a secret,” Steinberg explained. Rather, it
was a selling point to Israeli settlers drawn to the picturesque “native Arab
charm” of these villages bereft from “actual native Arabs”.

‘Jewish-led actions’

Steinberg’s comments come as an increasing number of Jewish Americans
have criticised Israel’s actions, with many joining or founding Jewish-led
pro-Palestinian  organisations.

While all Jewish people have the right to claim Israeli citizenship, Israel’s ac-
tions have drawn a wedge between Israel and the diaspora, with two-thirds
of Jewish American teenagers saying in an Israeli-commissioned poll in No-
vember that they sympathised with Palestinians, and a third saying they sym-
pathised with Hamas.

In an article for N+1 he wrote last year, Steinberg described being arrested
at a pro-Palestinan protest in Chicago with Jewish Voice for Peace (JVP) and
IfNotNow (INN), two Jewish-led groups that support Palestinians.

“The idea of these Jewish-led actions is that Jews have a specific role to play
within Palestinian liberation,” he wrote, both as a counter to “Zionist propa-
ganda” and “to put bodies out front, to draw the fire”.

Unlike what he said was the liberal hypocrisy of his parents, for Steinberg,
“the struggle for a liberated Palestine is linked to the struggle of Indigenous
Land Back movements everywhere” - as well as to Jewish liberation, connect-
ing him to a long history of Jewish socialism in pre-war Europe.

“The Torah is routinely waved around by land-worshipping nationalists, but,
if actually read, it is a record of prophetic rebuke against the abuse of state
power,” he wrote for Truthout.

“Zionism has nothing to do with Judaism or Jewish history.”
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He Was Chaotic

My teacher says of their cat, now gone
missing. In his absence, everything is still.

The small, silvered line
in a grief-filled night.

When my love arrived into my life
they brought noise. Their ideas

their laugh, their loud joy. They rumbled
thunder in the distance.

Then, the dog came too. Noise.

His fluffy-eared need to play.

Before, it had been so quiet. My minutes
looming to more minutes.

Time. Oh, time. They came
and the seconds collapsed.

Entire months, blurred. Love
a time machine. Love, a spaceship

mystery. On the morning, | watch
dolphins play in pairs, my teacher

tells me about their cat. Oceans
in their eyes. The dolphins play

with each other. They flirt. One day
when my loves leave, be it by choice—

theirs, mine, or God’s, the sadness
that threatens to take. But oh

today, when the dolphins leave
our sight, the water is quiet.

Still, under the sun.
Source: Poetry
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Egyptian Artist Hamed Nada’s
Painting Shatters Expectations
at Bonhams Auction

O ne of the most significant works to come to market by the Egyptian

artist, Hamed Nada (1924-1990), triumphed at Bonhams ‘Modern
and Contemporary Middle Eastern Art sale in London. Battle for
Liberation (Maerakat al-Tahrir), executed in 1970, sold for an extraordinary
£216,300 (approximately $274,000), more than three times its pre-sale esti-
mate of £70,000-100,000 ($88,600-126,600). According to world art news.

Widely regarded as one of Nada’s most important works, the painting is cele-
brated for its historical significance and artistic depth. It was first exhibited in
the 1971 landmark show of Egyptian
modernism at the Musée Galliera in
Paris. Its exceptional provenance and
q‘r(] unique exhibition history made it a

focal point of the sale, capturing the
’[" t "‘ . attention of collectors from around

i the world.

Noor Soussi, Head of Bonhams’

Modern and Contemporary Middle
Eastern Art Department, described
the auction as a resounding success.
“Battle for Liberation (Maerakat al-
Tahrir) by Hamed Nada is a truly ex-
ceptional piece and one of the most
important works by the artist to come
to market in recent years,” she said.
“Large in scale and distinct in its sub-
ject matter, the painting stands out
for its distinguished provenance and
its unique exhibition history. It is no
surprise to see such a high level of in-
terest in this work.”
The auction achieved over £2 million ($2.53 million) in total sales, a milestone
reflecting the surging demand for modern and contemporary Middle Eastern
art. Works by artists such as Nada and El Nagdi are increasingly sought after
as collectors and scholars deepen their appreciation of the region’s rich cul-
tural and artistic heritage. The success of the evening underscored the grow-
ing recognition of Middle Eastern modernism, reaffirming its place as a vital
and flourishing sector in the global art market.
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Scream 7: Filming Un-
derway and Excitement
Builds for the Next

he Scream franchise has long been known for its mix of sharp horror,
T witty humor, and memorable characters. As fans eagerly await the

next chapter, Scream 7 director Kevin Williamson confirmed that film-
ing has officially begun, signaling the start of what promises to be a highly
anticipated addition to the beloved horror series. With returning cast mem-
bers and a few changes to the lineup, the movie is already generating a great
deal of buzz among horror enthusiasts.

Williamson, a key figure in the creation of the Scream franchise, took to Insta-
gram to share his excitement for the production’s progress. The director posted
a behind-the-scenes photo, expressing his gratitude toward the cast and crew
and describing the day as “one of the best days of my life.” His enthusiasm
reflects how much the project means to him, and his words left fans hopeful
that Scream 7 is poised to deliver another thrilling and terrifying experience.
What's Next for Scream 7: Cast Changes and Production Challenges
As with any major film production, Scream 7 has faced its share of challeng-
es, including changes to its cast. Originally, Scream 7 was set to feature Jenna
Ortega and Melissa Barrera, both of whom became fan favorites in Scream V
and Scream VI. Unfortunately, Ortega had to exit the project due to sched-
uling conflicts with the second season of
Wednesday, her popular Netflix series. In
addition, Barrera was removed from the
project after making controversial com-
ments regarding the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict.
While these setbacks caused some
delays, the fact that filming is now
underway is a sign that the produc-
tion is back on track. This is espe-
cially important considering the
movie’s confirmed release date
of February 27, 2026. Despite
the challenges the film faced
before reaching this stage, it
seems that Scream 7 is now
firmly in motion, and it is
expected to meet its re-
lease deadline.

A New Chapter for the
Scream Franchise: Re-
turning Faces and Fresh
Suspense

One of the most exciting as-
pects of Scream 7 is the return of iconic
characters like Gale Weathers, portrayed by Cour-

teney Cox, and Sidney Prescott, played by Neve Campbell.

These two characters have been at the heart of the Scream series since
the original film in 1996, and their involvement in Scream 7 ensures that the
film will stay true to the legacy of the franchise. Fans are undoubtedly eager to
see how these characters will evolve in the next installment.
In addition to Cox and Campbell, Williamson's Instagram post suggests that
the production is already benefiting from a supportive cast and crew. William-
son expressed his appreciation for how the team has “had my back every step
of the way,” which is a reassuring sign that the film is in good hands. Given
Williamson's experience with the series, his direction will likely steer Scream
7 toward maintaining the same balance of horror and dark humor that has
defined the franchise for decades.
The Future of the Scream Franchise: Will Scream 7 Live Up to Expectations?
The Scream franchise has been lauded for its ability to both honor its roots
and bring fresh perspectives with each new installment. Scream VI, which was
released in 2023, received some of the best reviews of the series, and with
Williamson returning to direct, Scream 7 is poised to continue this upward
trend. Fans have high expectations for the upcoming film, especially given the
recent success of Scream VI, and Williamson’s positive outlook only adds to
the excitement surrounding the release.
While it remains to be seen just how scary Scream 7 will be, fans can expect
more of the iconic scares, suspenseful twists, and dark humor that have made
the series a staple of the horror genre. The return of familiar faces, coupled
with the anticipation of new characters and plot twists, ensures that Scream 7
will be one of the most eagerly awaited horror films of 2026.
Source: Screenrant
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Age of Coexistence:
The Ecumenical Frame
and the Making of the
Modern Arab World

book Age of Coexistence: The Ecumenical Frame
and the Making of the Modern Arab World by Dr.
Ussama Makdisi.

T he Center for Arab Unity Studies has published the

This book explains how the modern culture of coexistence
emerged in the Arab East
under the Ottoman Empire in
‘ the nineteenth century, and
continued after the collapse
of the Ottoman Empire,

i
when the European colonial
- \_C.:\-“ powers repeatedly sought
Jiu_ L to exploit the rich, diverse,
' pagr PRl and ecumenical religious,

[y R ethnic, and cultural diver-
sity of the Middle East to
weaken and dismantle
the region and thus con-
trol its fate and future.
These colonial powers
worked to divide the
region and encouraged
local tyranny formed according to their
whims; they also encouraged the great lie that our region is
inhabited by the problem of chronic sectarianism, ignoring
the region’s real exposure to geographical, cultural, episte-
mological, and political distortions, in which European and
American imperialism played a fundamental role.
But to tell this history of coexistence as history — not as
fantasy, or wishful thinking, ideology, problematics, or
self-loathing — we must be able to accept contradiction and
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imperfection. We must honestly face the Islamic, Ottoman,
and Arab past as it was, not as we want it to be. We must
understand why in the modern age we have resorted to
romantic narratives of bygone golden ages. But to do this
serious historical work, and to make it meaningful for any
project of liberation, we must first shed inherited colonial
notions of our inferiority to a West that has turned itself
entirely into a myth.

WLy o, B G ybo e LS L@;b\ra!
Y JS...».\yaj le L@-‘A Al uj—ﬂj‘j
clﬁﬁ\&wuwwwm&w
4.».>5.a mLa) qu.>th4.»Sdb ARA]
u‘S.L\ ae J.‘>5A O3 <¢45|).4)_'>uu).'>~...uJLo
ey ool elall e JuS Basly & el 39 @ Olepdls
LJ‘)&ML’ adaadl L_:Uc.>JJ‘ UL‘ UMH ‘35 &M‘Mﬂ ‘g uLcJSJ‘ 895
1>l g3 3oy s elsa] 3 3 0adl ) yieadl )33 (e

WWW.ARABAMERICANTODAY.NET 145 :350ll - e atllill aiwll - o 2025 yliy ‘ 42



a.LqubJIuhu.c

1l o

F’Eﬂ. TR T
resgurl

halwi gio - Luill Gy - @IS
gl Qe - gjgll Gyl -yl
walall aahll - ln.uSJI - &ydanll

v «
. sty K =
B 1 C SN
“ =81
|l ." } 3
J : 1 <
i P L -
al 1 L
.. L 4 - '..-:: ~ -

EC ] - ER-. F

T .l -
=, il g <

i e
R TR
B ol 3
B = I A !
PSOR'AS'S ECZEMA B it
{
o
= = 1
LR S i P
Pt |
e
3
Y

RASH - CUPPING

Sajaherbs.com
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Trump is Back,

Ghassan Charbel

his day is unlike any other. It will leave
T its mark on America and the world.
Neither the country nor the man at
its center is ordinary. The scene is dramatic,
violent, dazzling, and impactful. As America

celebrates the inauguration of Donald Trump,
the world must remain glued to its screens.

No one has the right to claim they are too busy.
There is no event larger or more consequen-
tial. Attendance is mandatory, and excuses are
futile. This includes the ordinary citizen, the
emperor on Mao Zedong’s throne, the anxious
Zelensky, and the troubling czar. Attendance is
required whether you are seated in Charles de
Gaulle’s office or Winston Churchill’s.

This day concerns Benjamin Netanyahu. The
new master of the White House does not com-
promise on his image. What was tolerable un-

iyl ((o”.d\» &5“535_'41 DJL.&UMGLA-U o”.\
8yg3din &uwutmwt W\
Mgbl\))dauwusas‘huhru «uLuJ@m)L..a}’\
oyl 14 Sgdan Cao gl C_'»)Lv Ja\&l\d (MMBL.:.:}”
Olously 6)43>J‘ G328y U538 Lu3leas ‘\.»JLE.“ 2005
\;Ja J-BL‘>J“5J4AL0-‘>J‘).@—~.U.“ S gulismg ‘535,..‘;1‘9..4».‘\
(3850 g (ALSLa35In ¢y 2019 ).ayS\ 17 (o

ua.d.dl@«o)’.db 4.‘5..3J|» Sl JLc c‘,.lo.u(ag.d\
C.eu.@_a.u}! 0)54]“0)5.443 sl oY
azasd) dja.ﬂ‘)\.@ad.s&ul.@.d.c QlaJ.ﬁuJ\qu.;le.u}(\
RPREA R PEN] of uL\SJ\‘g{«.:_,l\ RPN JL4_> clug
sl 30 el e Bl B 8 652 of iy
e@a\d&‘co&.‘.‘c—u)oj«g\b.!&‘ -‘au.g-cr.&-‘a&.n
J.sw))‘,l.v..am ).bJu'U.\.!J 415@\.;&3.&1\&64}1
Bl8ase oblye JS &1 o crep cpabolBs el el
AJJJM»‘C_\M}(USJ»‘AJ@LAJUA;PQ
Lgl).>dl oty e iy «Ldol‘,s”u ] ul
3).'\ At Eablysg yudb Lgb_'»J‘uLqu «ddgud! ‘:Lc‘
La.e_sui.msls J)lS‘e\.uU.}(l LUl (g bie

ol 0By Lysan 3 3y Oyl a3y & Jolind
EAE N -t PP Ve VR PP R PR ‘)&UA_)-““;L\A-‘ é

@ gudly Ll I cdaglidly L (o JLI0I L@;b
i) o o 138 3 L 125 Ll piond 5535

il e b

oo 8yl oJ.@.;C.u1973)y..uJ M\ML»JJ
0o £33 (B Sogmdl (! Il G 8,930 ol e
uybitepgwms‘mu\ Qo yad) 5y
Sy . padl By g5 dolal! wlw}(lu;@.u.u

PNEWPRY Suit Eevpes] a”.dl 3ol s gin Ll
£ 8ol s yadl 35530 Leobs Lgdyay (g0
«_u.d‘ &.}PM)JA.ULGJ.LN ((J)L!.wu}‘\j JcJ..w.;J\

Qo yad| asoll Cilae uaydlu.log.ﬂ(;stSPth) L@.al.;

Qw.\umgl.\ads « I g5l Lalgime
u\ﬂbmﬂ sl l.a‘ @ijguu.dj
i dwdd ygiwad! L3y ) laal Llo>n Ll
2 Al Lblyiasdly puale G Lyl ol L
‘_,d\é.up dusyloo ub‘}a.l]d&.s.;u.;.” LI Ll
\AAJSA#U.@.‘Mlu.aw.\J ((La.‘)SL;L..ulmJ;:u

(o |;4.s L@.@.\:}d « o”.d\» ‘L@.\‘J a.bs_U C_L.A.\.u.u
KJ\Q.@;_»\_; dLaly M‘AJA‘WCJ‘T.MLUJJ 3yl ol
el paladl

ple 13n w1 Bl g Jutan! agy 3l iy bl
«'5)53)) BJ)A.a 95 ad e ggedl paldl Blow 352012
L,;L, sl i o Dye gl agandl )}W.ul It

Dbl yiayally &yl 3o yb e exadl Jlasd Loy sin
¥yl dylaialy liSald Lo Taswussy

(Ol piidly

u_\l.».d.!l)w.\.!\‘_g«a)y» By 4y ad il y g BN
u.cu.u_&u‘s J-’LD.UG@M\UU@DJ‘@MH

Please Fasten Your Seatbelts

der Joe Biden is no longer permissible. Small
allies cannot toy with the empire that pumps
blood into their veins. Trump insists on man-
aging the game by his chaotic rules. This day
concerns the Iranian Supreme Leader as well.
The man who ordered the killing of Qassem
Soleimani is back in the cockpit—buckle up.
The moment is electrifying. The man is fasci-
nating, unpredictable, and impossible to deci-
pher. He is capable of striking deals and flip-
ping the table. A man of biases and hatreds,
his short phrases are bombs, his will is iron,
and his luck is golden.

Today, another mountain will be added to his
towering ego. He has defeated them all: the
Republican barons who dismissed him as an
outsider, his Democratic rivals, Joe Biden, and
Kamala Harris. He bested Hillary Clinton and
her husband, as well as Michelle and Barack
Obama. He triumphed over media moguls
who relished tearing him apart on screens
and social media. He outlasted the courts that
tried him and the judges who vowed to bring
the strongest man to his knees. He overcame
accusations of tax evasion, harassment, and
misconduct—charges that would have forced
any other president into retirement.

Trump is a different story. He swims in a sea
of accusations and emerges unscathed. He
knows how to speak to his followers, who have
pledged their allegiance and refuse to believe
any accusations against him. He is skilled at
renewing the thread that binds them to him—
with his slogans, his hat, his gestures, and his
dance. His raised fist, with blood streaked
across his face, is a symbol: the bullet he
dodged is the one that struck his rivals.

They underestimated him. When they closed
the chapter on his first term, they thought

they had consigned him to retirement, old age,
and the bitterness of wounds and memories.
But the usual rules do not apply to him. His
story is unique. He crafted his own image and
his own style. A man of bold moves and deals,
he appeals to an audience fearful for America’s
identity, economy, and role in the world.

Trump is not a man who enters or exits quietly.
When he lost the election, he did not accept
the result. He accused his opponents of steal-
ing the White House. His followers believed it
was a conspiracy to remove him because of his
determination to restore America’s greatness.
He laid the first stone to reclaim the “stolen”
palace.

He is back. Buckle up. Do not pretend this
doesn’t concern you. Do not act as though
you are distant, that your country is immune
because it has weathered previous presidents
without a blink. When Americans vote, they
are not merely choosing a president—they are
crowning a general for the “global village.” The
evidence is abundant. The fear of “hellfire”
hastened the Gaza ceasefire agreement. The
US incubated the agreement to stop hostilities
in South Lebanon, with its implementation
overseen by an American general.

The world cannot do without America, no mat-
ter how long the journey. America is essen-
tial to understanding the future of the Middle
East, Iran, Taiwan, the Russian war in Ukraine,
climate change, and much more. America is no
ordinary story. It is not just a collection of pow-
erful fleets resembling strict, mobile nations. It
is an economy, a hub of innovation, freedom,
technology, universities, and artificial intelli-
gence. It is a nation uniquely capable of mak-
ing mistakes and correcting them.

jgallg dlgall

63l plug

Oebs (3y5dhn By yo ] (3y55d) Lol w3y (e
boyadl aladiadl J85 Cod «Cuadl L8>n @ bysw
G J gl L@.s.n Cundl aS> ol 2o 138 83950 Baydd

Gob (g9 599 &;l o ‘.Lu.n)s.u-uJ‘u)ls.vb alod!

Its president does not wield the absolute
power of Bashar al-Assad, nor does he enjoy
the aura that surrounded Saddam Hussein or
the unchecked control that Muammar Gadd-
afi had over his people and nation. Gaddafi
mocked America as weak, declaring “To hell
with America.” Saddam believed America re-
spected strength regardless of style. Bashar
thought he could outwit the “Great Satan” and
the “Caesar Act.” His father, Hafez, pretended
to reside in Moscow’s embrace while keeping
one eye on Washington.

But where are Bashar, Saddam, and Gaddafi
now? What did they do for their countries—
and to them?

America is a seasoned player. It stumbles and
rises again. Fidel Castro lit its garment on fire
and nearly triggered a nuclear feast. Ho Chi
Minh humiliated it, forcing it to leave Saigon
defeated. China and the Soviet Union drained
it during the Korean War.

Today, post-Castro Cuba struggles. Vietnam
now courts American investors and tour-
ists. Korea remains divided. The North clings
to poverty and missiles under Kim ll-sung’s
grandson, while the South thrives under
America’s umbrella. And the Soviet Union? It
lives as a relic in history museums.
Trump’s return ensures exciting days ahead,
from the challenge of Chinese TikTok to Iran’s
nuclear program, from confronting the “Chi-
nese threat” to tackling migration issues, from
Middle East peace to peace in Ukraine—a diffi-
cult peace at steep costs. His threats of “hell”
are taken seriously.

The man will be a formidable figure. He is the
master of the White House, a bold gambler
who does not accept defeat. With his election,
America has thrown a massive stone into the
world’s waters. Buckle up.
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Iranian president denies
plot to kill Trump and warns
US against risking war

ran never plotted to kill Republican US President-elect Donald
I Trump, Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian said, denying past
claims from Trump and the U.S. government.
In November, the US Justice Department charged an Iranian man in con-
nection with an alleged plot ordered by Iran’s elite Revolutionary Guard
Corps to assassinate the US president-elect. Law enforcement thwarted
the alleged plan before any attack was carried out. According to NewAr-
ab.
Trump also said last year during the US election campaign that Iran may
have been behind attempts to kill him.
“None whatsoever,” Pezeshkian said in an NBC News interview on .
When asked if there was an Iranian plan to kill Trump. “We have never
attempted this to begin with and we never will.”
Trump, who won last year’s US election and will take office on, survived
two assassination attempts during the campaign - one in September
while he was golfing on his course in West Palm Beach, Florida, and an-
other during a July rally in Butler, Pennsylvania. Investigators have found
no evidence of Iranian involvement in either.
Iran has also previously denied US claims of interfering in American af-
fairs, including through cyber operations.
Tehran says Washington has interfered in its affairs for decades, citing
events ranging from a 1953 coup against a prime minister to the 2020
killing of its military commander in a U.S. drone strike.
Pezeshkian also claimed Iran was not seeking “nuclear weaponry” and
warned Trump against risking “war” with the Islamic republic.
“I do hope that Trump will conduce to peace in the region and the world
not, conversely, contribute to bloodshed or war,” Pezeshkian said in an
interview with NBC News, before Trump returns to the White House.
Washington has not maintained formal diplomatic relations with Tehran
for nearly 45 years, and Trump threatened during his recent presidential
campaign that US ally Israel could strike Iranian nuclear facilities.
“We will react to any action. We do not fear war, but we do not seek
it,” Pezeshkian said about the prospect of US-endorsed Israeli military
strikes on Iran’s nuclear sites.
Iran’s foreign minister Abbas Araghchi reported that European powers
were serious about resuming nuclear program negotiations.
In 2015, Iran and world powers -- including France, Britain and Germany
-- reached an agreement that eased international sanctions on Tehran in
exchange for curbs on its nuclear program.
But the United States, during Trump’s first term in office, unilaterally
withdrew from the accord in 2018 and reimposed biting economic sanc-
tions.
Tehran adhered to the deal until Washington’s withdrawal, but then be-
gan rolling back on its commitments.
“We do not seek to create nuclear weaponry or armament,” Pezeshkian
said. “However, they accuse us of seeking the manufacturing of a bomb.”
When asked by NBC News host Lester Holt about the possibility of hav-
ing talks with Trump once he returns to power, the Iranian leader was
sceptical.
“The problem we have is not in dialogue. It’s in the commitments that
arise from talks and dialogue that we’ll have to commit to,” Pezeshkian
said, adding: “It was the other party did not live up to its promises and
obligations.”
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Egypt to receive $1.2 billion as part
of IMF programme in January

gypt is expected to receive a $1.2 billion disbursement from the
E International Monetary Fund this month as part of an $8 billion

programme with the international lender, Finance Minister Ahmed
Kouchouk said.

Last month, the IMF said it reached a staff-level agreement with Egypt on
the fourth review of the 46-month Extended Fund Facility arrangement,
potentially unlocking the
$1.2 billion disbursement.
According to newarab.

“The (IMF's executive)
board will convene in Jan-
uary and, God willing, we
will receive the amount in
January,” Kouchouk told
ON TV in an interview,
adding Egypt had not re-
quested an increase to the
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Saudi inflation rate
slightly falls to 1.9% in
December

percent during the month of December 2024, a slight fall from the

previous month of November when it posted two percent on an
annual basis. Saudi Arabia has the lowest inflation rates among the G20
countries.

S audi Arabia’s Consumer Price Index or inflation rate recorded 1.9

According to the data released on by the General Authority for Statistics
(GASTAT), the rise in inflation is driven by the increase in the prices of
the housing, water, electricity, gas and other fuels by 8.9 percent. It also
affected by an increase of 0.8 percent in the prices of the food and bever-
ages, and the prices of the miscellaneous personal goods and services by
2.2 percent, compared to a decrease in the prices of the transport by 2.5
percent. According to Saudi Gazette.

The increase in the prices of housing, water, electricity, gas and other fuels
was affected by the increase in the group of rents paid for housing by 10.6
percent, and the increase in this section had a significant impact on the
continuation of the annual inflation rate for December 2024, given the
weight that this section represents 25.5 percent.

On a monthly basis, the consumer price index in December recorded rel-
ative stability compared to November 2024, while the detailed analysis
of the index witnessed varying changes at the section level, as the prices
of the housing, water, electricity, gas and other fuels section increased by
0.5 percent, driven by a 0.6 percent increase in actual residential rental
prices.

The index also witnessed a slight increase in the food and beverages sec-
tion by 0.1 percent as a result of a 0.5 percent increase in meat and poultry
prices, while the index witnessed a decrease in the prices of the clothing
and footwear section by 0.2 percent, the transport section by 0.3 percent,
the home furnishings and equipment section by 0.4 percent, the miscella-
neous personal goods and services section by 0.1 percent, the restaurants
and hotels section by 0.2 percent, the entertainment and culture section
by 0.6 percent and the communications section by 0.1 percent.
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UK House Prices Surge 4.7% in 2024
Amidst Affordability Challenges

| | - EE EEm
n 2024, UK house prices rose by 4.7%, marking a year-end average cost of & 8 m u I j ij I
£269,426, although still below the peak from summer 2022, as reported
[ ] ]

by Nationwide.

Jloogull lallAo IﬂH.oI

Despite challenges around affordability for buyers, the housing market dis-
played resilience. The fastest price growth was observed in terraced homes,

while Northern Ireland saw the most significant increases, particularly outpac- L dasdl oblald Basadl LYl (3wl Oleg Lo Gle GLasY! 35l
ing growth in southern regions. Lo 583 Galad! yadl 3 ol s pudS wie ¢ (DU jades S
3110% 51 Leowis LSl sl Sleg e e BE3YI ol Byl Byl 5 0k Byoluall SLLLL Bibg (Slasgill Y e
Significant changes to stamp duty set for April 2025 will likely complicate mat- 8l g 30Ul pades S Ygu 5Lile 906,2 Jolay Lo R
ters for buyers, as properties over £125,000 will incur tax compared to the Jales Ls wie £aSuadl g il Oleg e e lasy!
current threshold of £250,000. First-time buyers will also see a drop in the .s¥0 5Ll 744 )5 0%1 ¢ J30s 285 aeaid) e glas! ol Byl )83
no-stamp duty threshold from £425,000 to £300,000, creating additional fi- e FLsAl a5 ) 8yt Bylyg y 585 Slaliawss cisgll @ o 4 bl ams (b g Y0 osady 5525153 Julay Lo 4|
nancial barriers at a time when raising deposits is already tough amidst record 501,9 Jobas Lo 4] 0% 5T s dolad) wpiiil] Ole e (o2 229381 PN Yo sl 32,152 Julas Lo ] 0%55
rental growth. I ¥ga 5Lke 5025 Julay Lo sl (b g 5o HLils ) A5 dgs yadld LBdg
Experts, like Nationwide’s chief economist Robert Gardner and financial St
planner Holly Tomlinson, highlight that while falling mortgage rates and ris- aclas;l s 0%3 ¢ Lt 331 503 GsaBsiy plladl oS
ing wages could improve affordability, many young buyers may still struggle, reded I Laalaidl wpdiidl ole g o Lo GlsY) b"f'b A oLlald Bdg ,.;,.6‘ DI 0% 54 s
especially with anticipated future expenses related to stamp duty. However, 5! i & %0 Ollde 107 Julay Lo 4] 0% 52 Ty Oleg o Gl 3Lad 3ulyy J] 8)Laadl Bylyg 5 85 Slals
UK Finance predicts a 10% increase in mortgage lending for house purchases Lo 3 0% 52 dusios dry pudl 3yl ile g e e Glasy! G55 15651 Jubas Lo ) 0% 51 dsdy Lolodl il

in 2025, although some analysts view this as overly optimistic. Furthermore, Lghw dgu jlike 14249 Jolay By 1558 JM o0 sl 55 1,650 Julag Lo Jolio ¢ 5o
a significant segment of mortgage holders with fixed-rate deals will see their
payments rise considerably when these deals expire in the coming years, com-
plicating the forecast for buyers and homeowners alike.

Overall, the housing market in the UK remains under strain due to economic - == = = - - =" . e e
uncertainty surrounding interest rates and evolving regulations, creating an 2024 Jlla I-mj \Jj-c b-olm u'jl-o-!ll u'jl-n-c IH"-DJ

unpredictable environment for prospective buyers and sellers.
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Armed conflict, disinfor-
mation threaten world
in 2025: Report

rmed conflict between states, disinformation, and misinfor-
A mation are among the most prominent risks threatening the

world in 2025, according to the World Economic Forum’s Glob-
al Risks Report survey results released on .

The report said that the top most immediate risk stands out as state-
based armed conflict, led by rising geopolitical tensions and global frag-
mentation, citing the responses of nearly one-quarter of the respon-
dents to the survey.

Disinformation and misinformation are short-term risks for this year,
which further fuel instability and undermine trust in governance, it add-
ed.

Environmental risks remain the top long-term risk, the report also said.
Extreme weather events, biodiversity loss, and ecosystem collapse, as
well as shortages in natural resources, lead the 10-year risks threatening
the world.

The report showed that some short-term environmental risks were
health and ecosystem-related consequences of air, water, and land pol-
lution. Extreme weather events threaten across the board as a short,
medium, and long-term, as well as immediate, risk.

The rise of artificial intelligence (Al) technologies also contributes to en-
vironmental and technological risks, disinformation, and disinformation,
the report said.

More than half of the respondents to the survey expect instability within
two years due to the fractures in international cooperation. Respondents
expressed pessimism about the global landscape by 2035 due to deep-
ening environmental, technological, and societal problems.

“Rising concerns about illicit economic activity, mounting debt burdens
and the concentration of strategic resources highlight vulnerabilities that
could destabilize the global economy in the coming years,” the report
said.

The forum also noted that over half of the respondents estimate global
fragmentation due to competition between countries, stressing the need
for effective global cooperation, as fragmentation leads to challenges in
multilateralism.
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Footage reveals use of US weapons in Gaza genocide: Report

vision network revealed the extensive

presence of US-supplied weapons in
Gaza, drawing widespread criticism on social
media. According to the Anatolia Agency.

F ootage broadcast by a major US tele-

The video, which aired on CBS’s long-run-
ning 60 Minutes program, captured scenes
of children sitting on rubble and playing with
ammunition casings printed with DOD for the
Department of Defense.

According to the report, such casings are
commonly found throughout Gaza.

Hala Rharrit, a former State Department em-
ployee who resigned last April over Wash-
ington’s support for Israel’s actions in Gaza,
expressed her concerns during the broadcast.
“What is happening in Gaza would not be able
to happen without US arms. That’s without a

doubt,” she said, describing scenes of devas-
tation and the overwhelming toll on children.
Rharrit was stationed in Dubai on Oct. 7 last
year. Part of her job was to monitor Arab
press and social media to document how

53 ‘ January 2025 - Volume : 13 - Issue :145

America’s role in the Gaza war was perceived
in the Middle East.

She recalled being reprimanded by colleagues
for attempting to display images of children
suffering from starvation and airstrikes.

Rharrit also shared an emotional account of
seeing a report about a young girl killed in an
airstrike, juxtaposed with a photo of the child
in a princess dress smiling and waving a wand.
“I' saw my child in that child,” she said.

Since Oct. 7, 2023, Israel’s military campaign
in Gaza has reportedly claimed over 46,500
lives, most of them women and children,
despite a UN Security Council resolution de-
manding an immediate cease-fire.

The International Criminal Court issued ar-
rest warrants in November last year for Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and for-
mer Defense Minister Yoav Gallant on charges
of war crimes and crimes against humanity in
Gaza.

Israel is also facing a genocide case at the In-
ternational Court of Justice.
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UN Chief: Middle East Must Emerge from Turbulence with Peace and Horizon of Hope

he UN chief on called on the Security Council and
T member states to “support all efforts to implement”
the new ceasefire in Gaza.
Addressing a high-level session at the UN Security Council on the Mideast,
Antonio Guterres said: “The Middle East is in a period of profound transfor-
mation - rife with uncertainty, but also possibility.” According to Anadolu.
“It is clear the region is being reshaped. But it is far from clear what will
emerge. We have a responsibility to help make sure the people of the Middle
East come out of this turbulent period with peace, dignity, and a horizon of
hope grounded in action,” he said.
Calling the Gaza ceasefire “a ray of hope,” the UN chief praised the “long-over-
due relief.”
“We are doing our part to ensure the rapid scaling up of humanitarian deliv-
eries,” he said, adding that over 630 humanitarian aid trucks entered Gaza ,
with 300 reaching the north.
Calling on all sides to “make good on their commitments and fully imple-
ment the deal,” Guterres also called on the council and UN member states
“to support all efforts to implement this ceasefire, bring about a permanent
cessation of hostilities, ensure accountability, and create the conditions for
recovery and reconstruction.”
Guterres outlined four key actions required on the ground, calling the UN
agency for Palestinian refugees (UNRWA) “the backbone” of the UN’s human-
itarian response and saying it should operate “without hindrance,” in a tacit
message to Israel, which has moved to outlaw the agency.

He also stressed that aid delivery must be safe and well-coordinated, access
must be provided to medical evacuations and aid for those in need, and the
protection of civilians must be ensured with safe passage and the removal of
explosive ordnance.

“The international media must also be allowed into Gaza to report on this
crucial story on the ground,” he added.

West bank, illegal settlements, Lebanon

He further called for the Palestinian Authority to assume its governance re-
sponsibilities and for Gaza to be politically and administratively unified with
the occupied West Bank.

He also expressed concern over the deteriorating situation in the occupied

West Bank, decrying “clashes, airstrikes, and illegal settlement expansion.”
Guterres said Israeli administrative changes over the past two years have
“streamlined and accelerated the settlement approval process,” referring to
illegal Israeli settlements.

Criticizing senior Israeli officials’ remarks about annexing parts of the occu-
pied West Bank, Guterres said: “Any such annexation would constitute the
most serious violation of international law.”

“Itis clear that greater stability in the Middle East requires irreversible action
toward a two-state solution, with Israel and Palestine living side-by-side in
peace and security, in line with international law, relevant UN resolutions, and
previous agreements, with Jerusalem as the capital of both states,” he said.

On his recent visit to Lebanon, the UN chief said a “new dawn is rising in
Lebanon” with the potential formation of a government that represents all
Lebanese and ensures security for its citizens.

He emphasized that while the cessation of hostilities remains “fragile,” the
UN peacekeeping force there (UNIFIL) is working closely with the Lebanese
Armed Forces to maintain stability.

“It is vital that the Israeli presence in the south must end as defined in the
agreement, and that the Lebanese Armed Forces are present in the totality
of Lebanon,” he said.

On Syria, he called for an “inclusive political transition” to address the coun-
try’s economic challenges and ensure international support.

“As the region is undergoing a profound transformation, we must spare no
effort to help shape it in the form of more justice, dignity, human rights, and
peace for all the people of the Middle East,” he said.
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Calcalist newspa-
per: Israel’'s Gaza war
costs exceed $67B

igure by Israeli business newspaper Calcalist
F reflects estimates by Bank of Israel, includes

direct military expenses, civilian expendi-
tures, and revenue losses

The economic toll of Israel’s ongoing war on Gaza
reached approximately 250 billion shekels ($67.57
billion) by the end of 2024, a report said. According
to Anadolu.

Israeli business newspaper Calcalist released the
figure on that reflects estimates by the Bank of Is-
rael and includes direct military expenses, civilian
expenditures, and revenue losses, but not the full
extent of financial repercussions.

The report described the costs as a “heavy burden”
and criticized the “failure” of the war effort, high-
lighting the need for substantial increases in Israel’s
defense budget over the next decade.

The budgetary strain has sparked discussions with-
in Israel, particularly on the reallocation of revenue
from natural gas resources in the Mediterranean,
which were originally intended for health care and
education but now appears to be earmarked for de-
fense spending.

The report also mentioned a recent recommenda-
tion from the Nagel Committee, which suggested
an additional 275 billion shekels (574 billion) for de-
fense over the next decade with annual increases of
27.5 billion shekels ($7 billion).

The committee proposed bolstering Israel’s
multi-layered air defense systems, including the
Iron Dome and newly operational laser systems
alongside fortifying the Jordan Valley border with a
heavily secured barrier.

The Israeli army has killed over 46,000 people, most-
ly women and children, in Gaza since a cross-border
incursion by Hamas on Oct. 7, 2023. The offensive
has left the enclave in ruins and risk of famine is
widespread.
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populous western German state will open
the country’s first anti-Muslim racism re-

A porting center in spring 2025, local media

reported.

The state of North Rhine-Westphalia, home to more
than 1.7 million Muslims, will establish the center,
called MEDAR, to document and report attacks and
crimes targeting Muslims. According to Anadolu
Agency.

The center, which will be set up by the state govern-
ment, will also track other racist activities directed
at non-Muslim foreigners, public broadcaster WDR
reported on Friday.

aalln aily

vsl2e @ 8522 o)) gand alalio auly glas e 2l
Ul (205 985 (39402 Oyl e S ye¥ g 0ll
i I Lgitagid s oo TUolS syl 4506 isilns
(e Bskanl 01a 55311 oy x> (il Capuni
& &S ¥ 1 § Uas 58 Lo bayiallig sl y2”

) ) A sl

o Bgus 93¢ pliad gy 32Dy
o pliad Qo (55 5ge ! ¢ ganid]

o B iy 55 & Bwlyo

;“""‘J‘ Jb 045-\.&.“ uu.’)\.h

Lg 4:.0_'>J‘ a9 5—4.\.&.“ ;‘J‘

8 A e

‘a.\m (515 (dowoladl Q.‘o.»w‘s

4.0153 vu‘)JL\ OGLAJ‘ L

Jobdl 3 dpiso ”‘)S..u”

u‘.c..ﬁ.” 4.\.>5J L_#.J‘ u‘ S

oodddld Bag .4 giwnd!

syl

393 e 18y oyl @l

Cogigll 3 ol

o il T gt AL

ALY L el
&5yS 3 Lo

uy oo

Planned to open by March or April 2025, MEDAR is
the fruit of three years of preparations.

North Rhine-Westphalia, Germany’s most populous
state with a population of over 18 million, will be-
come its first to launch a dedicated reporting center
for anti-Muslim incidents.

The state has witnessed several attacks on Muslims
and their places of worship. In January 2022, numer-
ous Muslim graves in the city of Iserlohn were van-
dalized, with headstones broken and overturned.

In April 2022, North Rhine-Westphalia also launched
the Research and Information Center on Anti-Sem-
itism aimed at documenting antisemitic incidents
across the region.

Against Racism @jaixnll an
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The Rights & Freedoms Ciliyag §gda

Arab American Today agdl g\S,[y\il @l

UN calls on Lebanese
president to ensure ac-
countability, respect hu-
man rights

on highlighted a cautiously optimistic outlook for Lebanon de-
spite the country’s ongoing crises, calling for comprehensive re-
forms, accountability, and respect for human rights.

U nited Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights Volker Turk

“Despite the immense challenges, | feel there is hope for what lies ahead,”
Turk, said in a statement. His visit comes as Lebanon emerges from a two-
year political deadlock, with the election of a new president and prime
minister. According to Anadolu.

Lebanon elected Joseph Aoun as president on Jan. 9 after over two years
of presidential vacancy caused by political disputes.

His election follows a devastating Israeli military campaign last fall which
left Lebanon grappling with worsening political divisions and economic
hardships.

Aoun appointed Nawaf Salam to form a new government after he gar-
nered support of the majority among members of parliament.

Turk described this development as an opportunity for “political stability,
economic recovery, and long-overdue implementation of critical reforms.”

The high commissioner emphasized the importance of addressing Leba-
non’s severe socio-economic crises, which include currency devaluation,
triple-digit inflation, and a struggling public sector. According to the World
Bank, 44% of Lebanon’s population lives below the poverty line, with 2.5
million people requiring food assistance.

Turk stressed the importance of human rights as a governance tool, high-
lighting the need for reforms to strengthen the rule of law, ensure judicial
independence, and improve prison conditions.

He offered the UN’s support to Lebanon’s new leadership, emphasizing
that “the rights of all Lebanese, most importantly the vulnerable, must be
at the heart of economic, fiscal, and financial policies.”

Turk reiterated his call for justice regarding the August 2020 Beirut port
explosion, which killed over 218 people and displaced hundreds of thou-
sands. “Those responsible for that tragedy must be held to account,” he
said, urging the resumption of an independent investigation.

The high commissioner acknowledged the resilience of the Lebanese peo-
ple amid recent violence. While commending the ongoing cease-fire with
Israel, he expressed concerns over reports of demolitions by Israeli forc-
es in southern Lebanon and underscored the need for the cease-fire to
evolve into a durable peace.

“Civilians must be able to return safely,” Turk said, highlighting the toll of
the conflict, which has claimed more than 4,000 lives and displaced over
a million people.
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Chimpanzees Use Stone
Tools like Ancient Hu-
man, Study Finds

study has explored the techniques used by chimpanzees to
select stone tools for cracking nuts, revealing possible similar-

ities to methods employed by ancient human ancestors. Re-
searchers observed that chimpanzees, like early hominins, exhibited
a deliberate process in choosing stones based on specific properties
rather than appearance. This insight has prompted discussions about
parallels in tool use and the transmission of knowledge between mod-
ern chimps and early humans, offering clues about evolutionary be-
haviours. According to gadgets360.

Insights from the Study

According to research published in the Journal of Human Evolution, the
team examined the processes behind chimpanzees’ selection of hammer
and anvil stones. These tools are integral to the process of nut cracking,
with the hammer used to strike and the anvil supporting the nut. The
researchers provided chimpanzees with premeasured stones, assessing
attributes such as hardness, elasticity, weight, and shape. The chimps
consistently opted for harder stones as hammers and softer, stable ones
as anvils, demonstrating an understanding of mechanical efficiency.

The study’s co-author, Dr. Lydia Luncz, a behavioural scientist, noted to
Phys.org that the choices reflected the chimps’ ability to evaluate me-
chanical properties effectively. The findings align with earlier studies
indicating that early human ancestors, known as Oldowan hominins, se-
lected stones for their functional qualities when crafting tools over 2.5
million years ago.

Generational Learning Among Chimps

It was observed that younger chimpanzees often mimicked the tool
selections of older individuals, suggesting that knowledge of effective
stone tools may be passed down through generations. This behaviour
highlights a potential parallel to early human societies, where skill trans-
fer played a crucial role in survival and technological advancement.

The researchers believe that understanding these patterns in chimpan-
zees could provide valuable context for interpreting the behaviours of
ancient hominins, shedding light on how tool use evolved and contribut-
ed to human development.
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Samsung Cameras Set
to Power Next-Genera-
tion iPhones

pple Revolutionizes iPhone Camera Technology
A with Samsung Sensor Breakthrough

In a groundbreaking move, Apple is set to trans-
form its smartphone camera technology by integrating
cutting-edge sensors from Samsung. The tech giant is
preparing to replace its current Sony-sourced Exmor RS
sensors with an innovative new imaging solution. Ac-
cording to tnc.

The upcoming sensor promises significant technolog-
ical advancements, including enhanced light capture
capabilities and reduced camera weight. This strategic
partnership represents a major shift in Apple’s camera
technology approach, potentially setting new industry
standards for mobile photography.

Industry experts predict the iPhone 18, expected to
launch in 2026, will be the first device to showcase this
revolutionary camera technology. Additionally, the com-
pany continues to adapt its design ecosystem, with re-
cent moves like adopting USB-C charging standards fur-
ther signaling a commitment to technological innovation
and user experience.

This development underscores Apple’s ongoing strategy
of collaborating with leading technology manufactur-
ers to maintain its competitive edge in the smartphone
market. The new Samsung-developed sensor is antici-
pated to deliver unprecedented image quality and per-
formance, potentially redefining mobile photography
expectations.

As the tech world watches closely, this partnership be-
tween Apple and Samsung could mark a significant
milestone in smartphone camera technology, promising
users more advanced and sophisticated imaging capabil-
ities in future devices.
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Lenovo Reveals the
World’s First Laptop
with an Under-Display
Camera

enovo stole the show at CES 2025 with the unveiling of the
L world’s first laptop featuring a camera integrated beneath

its display, introducing a new approach to device design and
functionality. This development was achieved through a collab-
oration with TCL China Star Optoelectronic Technology (CSOT),
which supplied its 4K PureSight Pro OLED display technology for
the device. According to techweez.

The laptop integrates TCL CSOT’s advanced OLED technology with
Lenovo’s engineering, eliminating the need for a traditional cam-
era notch or bezel. By embedding the camera beneath the screen,
the laptop offers a more immersive display experience while main-
taining camera functionality.

Under-display camera technology has previously been implement-
ed in smartphones, with mixed success. While it allows manufac-
turers to achieve a true full-screen design, challenges such as re-
duced image quality and display clarity over the camera area have
been persistent.

Smartphone makers have been working to improve these short-
comings by using advanced materials, optimized pixel arrange-
ments, and sophisticated image processing algorithms. Lenovo’s
adaptation of this technology into laptops signals a step forward in
refining and expanding its application.

TCL CSOT's 4K PureSight Pro OLED display is a key feature, deliver-
ing high image clarity, vibrant colors, and a wide color gamut. The
integration of this technology with an under-display camera high-
lights TCL CSOT’s efforts to advance both aesthetics and usability.
The OLED panel supports high refresh rates and dynamic contrast,
making it suitable for various tasks such as video conferencing, en-
tertainment, and professional workflows.

According to TCL CSOT, the under-display camera technology relies
on advanced pixel arrangement and transparent materials, ensur-
ing the camera remains hidden when not in use but delivers clear
images when activated. This design addresses challenges tradition-
ally linked to under-display cameras, such as image quality and dis-
play interference.

The company has not yet disclosed the specific launch date, al-
though sales are expected to start in February in international mar-
kets.

As other companies explore similar technologies, the under-dis-
play camera laptop could influence future device designs.
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Xiaomi showed the fastest growth in
the smartphone market in 2024

ounterpoint Research
C published a new report

highlighting the sales share
in the global smartphone market
from 2022 to 2024. According to
the report, Xiaomi surpassed Ap-
ple and Samsung and became the
fastest-growing phone manufac-
turer in 2024.

Last year was quite successful for the
industry, considering that in 2023
smartphone sales were the lowest in
decades. According to the report, the
market grew by 4% in 2024. Although
Xiaomi’s global share increased by only
1% compared to the same period last
year, it surpassed Samsung and Apple,
whose shares decreased compared to
2023. Interestingly, Xiaomi achieves
success without a noticeable presence

in the US—one of the largest global
markets. According to itc.

Counterpoint Research notes that
Xiaomi’s move into the premium

segment and focus on “innovative
marketing campaigns” contributed to dropped by 1%.

the growth. As for Apple and Samsung,
even without growth in 2024, both
companies still remain leaders in the
global market. Samsung leads Apple
with 19% of total sales. Apple has

a share of 18%, but together both
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5 Wardrobe Essentials
to Invest in for 2025

tones. Colors like gray, blue, black, and white are most like-

ly to work with what'’s already in your closet and will, without
exaggeration, withstand trend after trend. Below, we’ve selected five
high-quality pieces that suit any capsule wardrobe.

T here’s a reason why wardrobe staples often come in the same

Light Blue Oxford Shirt

In style circles, the Oxford shirt is often hailed as the number one ward-
robe essential. While we agree to some extent, we also want to highlight
the shirt’s various forms. If you’re only going to own one Oxford shirt, it
should be one that works just as well under a sweater, a blazer, or on its
own.

Jeans

We can confidently say that a pair of blue jeans pairs well with almost
anything in your wardrobe. Choose a fit that suits your comfort—slim,
straight, or a more relaxed cut. They can effortlessly be dressed up or
down with a blazer or a T-shirt.

Knitted Sweater

A knitted pullover made from cashmere or lambswool is one of the most
versatile garments you can wear. It’s comfortable enough for lounging
on the sofa and sophisticated enough to pair with a shirt underneath or
wear on its own with tailored trousers.

Black Loafers

Even if you’re someone who prefers sneakers, a pair of loafers is a must
in your shoe wardrobe. This shoe style is the perfect combination of
a casual option that still maintains a dressed-up standard. Wear them
with jeans, tailored trousers, chinos, or shorts. Pair them with high socks
during cooler temperatures or go sockless when the summer heat ar-
rives. According to careofcarl.

Grey Sweatshirt

A grey sweatshirt made from loopback cotton is one of the most com-
fortable garments that should be in every man’s wardrobe. Wear it as
a casual alternative to the knitted sweater—comfortable enough for
lounging on the sofa, yet sophisticated enough to wear with a shirt un-
derneath. British brand Sunspel is renowned for producing some of the
world’s finest basics, making this sweatshirt an excellent choice.
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Galata sweets Turkish coffee
Wlia=ollg Whglall g jghall Ay

U0Vl Ujgupa dizao uo Arayill

1035 Mason St. Suite 102, Dearborn Mi, 48124
®313.914.7059 ® info@galatasweetsusa.com

galatasweetsusa.com

Many Varities Of Hookahs
Tobacco - Charcoal

[

FOLLOW US ON

A
grocery - produce nuts - coffee
dgad - dilaw - aslga - jlad

27275 Ford Rd.
Dearborn Hgts, Ml 48127

Tel: 313.565.6655
Fax: 313565.1120
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THE NATION PRESS

ADVEI‘! ISE

WITH US
AND REACH
U MILLIONS OF

VIEWERS THOUSANDS

VISIT OUR
SITE
DAILY

THE FIRST
DAILY NEWS
SITE IN
NORTH AMERICA
SINCE

2006 VISIT
MORE THAN US NOW
120 MILLION
VIEWER TILL TO SEE THE
DIFFERENCE

Jgwaga §lgwl
Fordson Market

-

Mid-East Groceries,Fruits & Vegetables

313-584-5849
14301 Ford Rd. Dearborn, M1 48126
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Top 7 Historical Places to
Visit in Istanbul, Turkey

he most stunning views of Turkey can be discovered in Istanbul. It's an ancient
T city rich in history, which you can find by visiting historical landmarks or any mu-

seum in the city. Of all, nothing less should be expected from a city that has
served as the capital for many ancient empires, including the longest-lasting one. So,
plan your Turkey trip and explore the amazing views with your loved ones. When it
comes to embracing history, visiting Istanbul essentially offers no choice, as it is around
virtually every turn. You'll never be far from a historical landmark, whether it’s a pal-
ace, a monument, or a mosque. Let’s find out the great historical places you must see
in Istanbul. According to houseoftours.

Suleymaniye Mosque

Suleymaniye Mosque is a stunning historical structure that offers amazing views of the
Golden Horn. This wonderful building was built over a period of 7 years in 1557 by the
renowned Mimar Sinan, the imperial architect under Suleiman the Magnificent. When
visiting this mosque, you can see marble columns with a colonnaded peristyle design.
Stained glass windows and elaborate workmanship adorn the walls and ceilings. The
mosque is situated on Third Hill and offers a good vantage point. So, don’t miss out on
this place in your Turkey travel package.

Hagia Sophia

The Hagia Sophia is a large and startling mosque that dates back more than a thousand
years and is one of the most recognizable attractions in the city. It was built as a cathe-
dral under the direction of the Roman Emperor Justinian in 537. In the 15th century, the
Ottomans transformed it into a mosque. Today, this huge monument is largely used as a
history museum, where you can enjoy seeing the myriad Christian and Islamic elements
embellishing the perfectly decorated interior and exhibiting Byzantine architectural
craftsmanship. It's all near the eastern coast, right south of Topkapi.

Topkapi Palace

Topkapi Palace is a highly recognized his-
toric palace complex that was formerly
the major residence of Ottoman sultans
but now serves as a historical museum
you must see with your team. After
years of work under the instructions of
Mehmed the Conqueror following the
conquest of Constantinople, construc-
tion was completed in 1478. When you
visit this place, you can enjoy seeing

the four main courtyards, several minor
structures, and the central palace itself,
which has been very well maintained.

It's on the coast, on the eastern side of
Eminonu.

Sultan Ahmet Camii

The Sultan Ahmet Camii, also known as
the Blue Mosque, is a large, medieval
mosque with 6 prominent minarets that
is a UNESCO World Heritage Site. It was
built in the early 17th century and has
amazing architecture, including 5 main
domes and 8 subsidiary domes. Inside
this mosque, you can discover handcraft-
ed tiles with several tulip motifs. Blue
paint dominates the design on the top
levels, earning the mosque the nickname
“Blue Mosque.” It's near the Hagia
Sophia in eastern Eminonu. Choose one of the best Istanbul holiday packages from UAE
or anywhere in the world to enjoy with your loved ones.

Galata Tower

Galata Tower is a centuries-old stone tower with an astounding look that dominates the
city’s north-side skyline. This tower was built in 1348 and stands 67 meters tall, with a
52-meter-high top level. When you visit this amazing tower, you'll be amazingly covered
by spectacular Romanesque architecture that contrasts with several surroundings, es-
pecially modern styles. The moments of climbing to the peak will definitely offer some
breathtaking sights of the Golden Horn area. It's located in the heart of Galata, on the
north bank of the river.

Dolmabahce Palace

Dolmabahce Palace is a large and amazing 19th-century palace built for Ottoman sultans
with astounding architecture in the Rococo Revival and Baroque Revival styles. After 13
years of construction, it was completed in 1856 and served as the empire’s major ad-
ministrative center until its demise in 1922. When you visit this palace, you can see a
tremendously massive structure with 285 distinct chambers and 4.5 hectares of space.
The interior design incorporates features of several good styles, including Ottoman, Ro-
coco, Baroque, and Neoclassical. It's near the water in the Besiktas district northeast of
downtown; you must see it once in your life.

Grand Bazaar

The Grand Bazaar is a wonderful place you must visit, as its historic covered market still
serves its original purpose, housing thousands of merchants spread across 61 covered
streets. While the market was functional by 1455, it grew significantly over the years,
reaching its current size after 1730. Do you know that visiting this Grand Bazaar is equal
to visiting a modern mall, except that the stores are housed within centuries-old covered
arches? You shouldn’t miss those good moments in Istanbul. There are literally thou-
sands of stores selling many good and quality things. It is located at Eminonu, in the
peninsula’s core.
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Douz Festival in Tunisia: A
four-day celebration of tra-
ditional Saharan culture

or the Douz Festival, takes place in the southern desert

region of Tunisia. The rich and original cultural festival is
a four-day celebration of the traditional desert culture, focus-
ing on Bedouin life.

E very December, The International Festival of the Sahara,

The event started as an annual Bedouin Bridal fair where nomadic
families would meet, trade and check out the eligible talent for
their sons and daughters’ future weddings. What was already a
huge event on the Bedouin calendar, has become a gigantic cele-
bration of desert culture, attracting over 50,000 people from the
region and abroad. Founders stress the importance of preserving
the traditional desert culture and the festival is a vital way of ap-
preciating its unique flare and authenticity.

The festivities include different kinds of races, namely a camel
marathon, dog races, and exhilarating horse races by daring young
Bedouin riders.

There is also wrestling, a central event of a poetry contest and
readings, as well as traditional music and colorful dancing. Tradi-
tional tableaus of desert life and customs are reenacted. There are
typically discussions and conferences that round out the festival
with the inclusion of international guests and subjects concerning
the modern world. Douz is also home to the Museum of the Saha-
ra, which showcases many displays of traditional nomadic culture.
Visitors interested in witnessing this fantastic Festival of the Sa-
hara will do well to plan ahead as hotels in the region fill quick-
ly. The festival usually takes place towards the end of December
each year. Mosaic North Africa presents a Festival Package, which
includes transportation to the south and hotel accommodations,
day excursions to the surrounding areas, or full tours that include
a night’s stay in the desert.

.l

World Cultures wig=uiull &ilslai

diudl guly Jolas gujloill cullainl
Juail Axuyig ugall dluei ..2975

Ao deolad
S el spallsdl bilus LS

Lo A (e pll ¥ gas!
Lol LMo g cigaeld dacloiaNl
Eelill Joiog Byglad| Oliliasd! o
o2yxe Lo p2ylall e e somme Ll
FRRI | PORON IR 1SRG EY TN ST
cs LY gy 9l o 123 wad I
Gyl (yae alssd celld ) BLSYL

Lz 5405 1 Lol ol
LSl Gl aelais o gl
Pl LS. m\;d\_; Ll ‘.Jl.u.U
uLvJY\ 2l JLs.bBU elod yososs
I EE NIV R
bl sy Lo o g3adlg plasU

MJ Jupm ‘u-u;l.a.u.\\ BN 33
el caltide 3 b Ll i)
bl J) Jussy! d.q:;_ 9 gl
,fs‘g.aﬁ;u‘m SI5 g935 Lle e gl
uL\.‘\A&J‘ XY (3 wSJL.u.L‘ )).v‘ u.a‘g
icgom0 Jo FRERR Y (stagd] ag20
tLM Lobls M‘J&J‘j ¢ uJ‘Jj‘”
s 8y S5 Clye il
Sl S DL ] BLEYL “ciys3b
T arallasey 0Bl dabls 4kl
& 5ol 0383 il lys>]
GJ.LAA Wy A_:Lx...u.a‘
‘a.b—\.' 5&.4)—'4‘ JLc.w Au‘).b‘ ‘UJJA (35
uL>..u.¢JJ UAJM L@.u; oo 4.]9.....\.“ d4c
andll 3ybld 2500 Ladland|
sl Ja (4] DLSYL i3l
Wtns dd ] daals¥ 3956 wy\s
Js‘éu\.as MJJLG‘M)MW‘UL
eleia ¥l Jolgid) O laio claiss
N (.e_,m»y b ploliog (5.0
u.\.“j u’..u.u\.e}" Lwd! u‘*")—’
‘Jr!)—'-d‘ Al o daelos L33 133
Aol LY ugilally audEHL
J9s o JosaS ol ool )
L3y y5e g2t e Jle Jio JoLasll
239 roe di M‘-c‘ ol ‘-\-‘5)545
sy o) gt LS i LY
Ll sgmg) ‘_)Jo.a Ulao CY Lk
Il By dasyLel

D)AUGJ L.:bJLu ‘a]a;.nu‘;.:l‘ ,3 Laadl
“4eedly ua)}ll P EvESN ua,lu.‘
(gl 1l 14 4111 e S50 SO
Lode B9y delas e OJJ‘.)AQ
eu‘uh—wyuq.g»wu‘yahl
cé.@-‘ ;\.t:‘ &544.4 &g\m c.ob).\(-ubu
) 5Ll o i g 1 sl
Jodiag ool s o e gl
uo)\_uymb.;,wub.u &bl
M.\M.ua}o L.on.:5‘U.UJL4¥‘ u‘JdJ

Olgus J) LAY Eilesaw ol yisg
KEY) c).mLIb.d\ XY u&d &‘_Jj-c.bd-l.‘ G g
SLAISY Waylgyg Lual!l GlSd Loy
o2al= JEa G jepdl (Slad

Ly yledl sylasdl e djidl;';‘ gt
Lo & yad ) LY uliol (9508
Ll LGN ALl 3ly) J) g
e A5 3yl Lelanmg i3S
Dol - d9dly (s5edl Bmapaall
Olelasd é uL\JLu 5yalsad| cabﬁ
cBoguid) Bgall J5la Sl old
Ggyshl goty (& (25 @iy S
Syaad! sommyadl yoaidl JISals L)

?]Ln.“ ;L>u\ &m} é c_u‘.o}!‘ JM
ool Jod>o Lw).n\ JW@L@W
u.d\ 2975 Bagasdl 4.\4.‘4\4}(\ Pl |

Qo -oydl ‘;J.\Lu 14 a2 dalas
3yl eoyid! Jio (ibaidl Jgo paes
Lol a5l 13 oS35 5e Ll
dcsdie AbnsS oulaicl uay L\.a.u-u
e oyl Jasll oY (sliie 231
MJ)\.LU ! g&‘)j [ aaed O J‘g}”
L@.M ;La.w‘ ol 5.:.“ (KF AJ).Us
Bl ol o} Lu” 51 by 2l
o1y Bl aned LS Ayl
Myl !

Loy M1 Gyl JUo Y1138 g
;‘A.\.>)U lie (i Yy

‘3 GJLG}” @4"‘5 ‘5)5.“5 ‘\S‘)LM-\-L‘
‘UJ.J.M d‘.do\ geeaid bl odn
03‘4.5.“ ?.\SJ).QJ Loo 4.1.‘.5‘-5 Q‘P‘ 6
T oY aisYl odn bu.xs.v.g ‘\S)L«-\l‘s
e 031.9.»;»‘@.:.&.41 3Ll
Lol Gasrd JUbly elussg Jlomy oo
SIS Jasdl S o Gl
((U).’J‘ « sy uoﬁ’\ Oy 3ol

(B yaise ylgill cslolall sy

3ab di 3 LY L s 3]
L;b""‘“CL"‘J‘ pads puSwsd|

3l58) pexdy g Al u\‘”\a:JL»
‘a\.t“.’ w‘;db slald g oj\u}(\
Byl Lile 0,55 0L e g gl
ul‘g (el Lol > IL Lula

‘g v\abY‘ ‘_,ﬂ..a.u.] OJ‘)-U clowd! ).EA.»
e@&)})mmwj‘ M‘@bu‘
um.t‘_g).ol.u 12@(();\.:4((_»"]&“3
L.o." tJ).U L R tw)‘.aY‘ Jj.ﬂ‘
RPN T it 1(vuLv....;5\ et
Lﬁ.e.a Li.>q.UL| LU‘ Sasdl s dg
SLYI 3 ¥ iy a8 seaail

03355 Lo (L aita Sl Lyl
OS5 a3 ol Gy Je ¢ 2!
el L gl ¢ Jrand)
t‘é).‘ﬂ‘&)ﬁ.\i\” £ua.6.‘>u“ &QAJ—\JJ‘
(b aSToall (b & lsiyl
it oLyl daadl Olg sl
el ‘:‘M‘ A3 G Loy dadadl 2l
GGl G o (“ )sasv')

ﬁda;.» 4.\:).:.4’ Ode BAL .J.@..uu‘,

Bl oty Tl | BBl ygo
Lowole (s Lade 85 . dass LY

WWW.ARABAMERICANTODAY.NET

145 :anell - pitc &L &iwll - o 2025 jliy |

Arab American Today agdll @S,g}nil @l

72



HISTORY & PLACES (;4loig Auli

Arab American Today agdl g\S,[y\il @l

é La.uﬁ.t).»}” t!o&." o0 4.:5“5 EIER T u“g‘.m}e
o \..:\.bw.nj“u‘).\b bj\oy u\b.” O CJLAJ aik)
4.u...u.'>J\ ua.\‘,.‘.“ 2 tbsj ‘uadj)s‘j u““ﬁl ,J.u‘.oa
Ay Ll

(P Bl eSS LSl oda of alsl
@,45 L@.u..ml G 1S54 Byl Okl sasidly
i e of dl ‘MADJ.LM)}\MJL: ey (b

qoaaBl 4 pall 8ylandl agd Ciee olblaasy|
AL L) Lipenl cyzes

e Aslsl 2Ll & padl & 531 dindl Labad g
2341 e sl o e« J84) sl pnge 3
Soaadl 03 et (s Bylins S5-I Lasidl 553801 cro
Hd&.‘\ u\éU.L» 4.&).1.[‘ dLba c.u.uy ‘,Lc ).o.u.ul‘
Llss e blasdl g Loyl palai by b pal
eolsd! JL»}U 0323209 GLMJ‘

Byt dl 5952 sl 2ol (o Blao sgens 3yl
% «.:)AJL\ me\ m;PY‘ c..».!a.all 035-‘-‘5 “)S.J
ol Cskadl o (gsle JSaa pe(gy3uall jumall
(53550 Jallans ugacg

O oyl LgaLass| o3 3l & 51 pboidl JaniiSy
sga ko Lu\gM‘ L5 ol o links L)
s cf«a}” J.t“g“g 4:.‘-“-‘1‘ cf.ﬂﬂ ).>‘3‘ Jl “-"ﬂJL’
SLassY oda 959 ‘LSJ"’J‘ M‘ [B% La»j
Loul) g (bl Olaslas Jo @53 0 iy 30
R RIpETA

JLQ.L‘ u‘ Ad“j‘s 3.45)5.’ M.ubu‘ 4;.0.“ vu.\a) T2
Sl 3 YT ol i 005l (o ot
MJL!LL" ‘5‘JLJ‘S MAL>5

Gl aests Linal a8 Gl G5 ol LT
S LS| o5 ) dslog Il 23igadl el
L3 e Spgadl 03 €3S W59 (Aslud| auslsl

02112 \:Il.Dl..l.l.l.Lﬂl OO
UL 02122 Ijlj.l.l.ll m.miu
augejoll ojlnall

Soms 5l I3 ASHI palmell ool o1 55
A1 5 Bagasdl sl odan o« f e Lol
Blodl P 0l Lty Ladigo 0S5 o 86 0
I Lreal 0l Loyl o] b comd dogasl]
sy ol dasle it Gasel Lowie Lasdl dSLal

.((uuws.@." J)Jo

‘c_sl.u.!l oda M\ S ;3.«4“ Ki[ES J.\.:.L».ul bl
) 5005 8yl B0 o ‘,nML@J\ e

A @ishhn ol aSTs sl a8iad 018 Lao 58T Jlad]
‘.\.uu.gsjgum,tﬁmwumnpd\ﬁ
CEplsie oLLESSY Wls GLIS.) y55s

S dadme a8 oy pall LY s ) aiab e
LsL.ag\ & padl By AL 3139 Ol ity oyl
Olisdas olLassYl ¢ (o ol 3 ¢ plseld 44.\.»..4&4
IealiB ¢ pad] é R RPN Qb‘n&.ayu}.!.” ookl o0
g Lleid) B! (ro 0p8dL daslgdl ¢ poladl usi

RS PR NUNY »i‘&;;"{l Byl gge Juolse
Js=> &3 (55 s995 Al i pul e GBS e 3
Byl Qo] 038 g5

AL & pall Y1 Bl Bals e lin ST
‘A&‘g «o.\ﬂb gs‘..\.a_g ubLm‘g )J‘AA caaas| u—‘-“
A pall 5E¥1g daLeand| Byl cre ol

0o 31 oy ISLoa Jots 1 O LLASSY) Jasy
a9l gommas e (1815 &Iy Al &l )
skl Ly e e gl e8] g 8)lis Byl A3l
WISy Gy £l g 1y Ailidns OIS e
S

shradl Jdaull uLc. uapl ok dadl caas,
uu‘ of.u}(\ ).>|5| oo uJoLo.o »lEe4 us‘o‘,b.ud
oju.dl Do blo 10 ¢ro STy G ofu}(\ J.||3|3
asdl gl oo 1841

Rare life-sized statue of a senior general found in China’s Terracotta Army

mong the famed terra-cotta
A warriors in the sprawling tomb of

the ancient Chinese emperor Qin
Shi Huang, archaeologists have excavated
a rare decorated statue. Judging by the
figure’s features and location, they think
it depicts a high-ranking military officer—
only the tenth of its kind ever excavated.
According to smithsonianmag.

Qin Shi Huang ruled between 221 and 210
B.C.E., and he was the first leader to unite Chi-
na under one empire. At more than 20 square
miles, his tomb in China’s Shaanxi Province
contains an estimated 8,000 life-size clay
statues of soldiers known as the “terra-cotta
army.”

The terra-cotta warriors are “armed” with
spears, swords and crossbows, and they were
meant to protect the emperor in the afterlife.
While most of the carved figures wear simple
armor, the recently discovered figure’s armor
is colorfully painted and carved with “detailed
patterns, ribbons and floral knots,” according
to the Chinese state-run news site the Global
Times.

“These adornments on the high-ranking offi-
cers indicate how special they are,” Xiuzhen
Janice Li, an archaeologist at the University
of Oxford who worked at the Emperor Qin Shi
Huang’s Mausoleum Site Museum, tells Live

Science’s Pandora Dewan. “The style and col-
or of the adornments featured the aesthetic
taste and social status symbols [of the time].”

Roughly 2,000 clay warriors have been un-
earthed from Qin Shi Huang’s tomb since the
site was discovered in 1974, but only ten of
these have been statues of military leaders.

The recently discovered statue was found
alongside the remains of two chariots, three
statues of horses and two other clay figures.
As excavation leader Zhu Sihong tells the
Global Times, the decorated statue is the first
senior military figure found in the pit since for-
mal excavations began in 1994.

“Based on its location, we believe this figure
was likely the highest-ranking military com-
mander of this unit,” Zhu adds.

Excavations of this particular section began in
2015, and since then researchers have found
buried formations of cavalry, crossbowmen
and chariots. They say the tomb’s buried char-
iots are usually accompanied by four horses
and three soldiers.

“The arrangement of the high-ranking officers
in the military formation reflected the military
strategy, such as [the] commanding system in
the Qin dynasty,” Li tells Live Science.

According to the state broadcaster China Cen-
tral Television (CCTV), terra-cotta generals
are often distinguished by headdresses, rib-
bon-decorated armor and the placement of
their hands—clasped together in front of their
abdomens.

While the statue was found broken into piec-
es, its layers of paint have been preserved by
surrounding sediment. As one researcher tells
CCTV, “Silt provides a relatively stable humid-
ity and temperature, which is beneficial for
preserving the colors.”

Researchers labeled the statue’s pieces in
situ before transporting them to a laborato-
ry for further analysis. While its discovery of-
fers new information about the hierarchy of
Qin Shi Huang’s army, much is still unknown
about the terra-cotta warriors. As Li tells Live
Science, “The major question is, ‘Who is the
top general to control the whole terra-cotta
army?"”
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5 Types of Rules Kids
Need at Home

ome parents allow their children to jump on the sofa and bed or let
S them bang on pots and pans loudly. It might also be that at Grandma

and Grandpa’s house, these behaviors are not only allowed but en-
couraged. However, in your home, such behavior might not be acceptable.
It’s perfectly fine to establish certain rules for children at home, and it’s ac-
tually necessary for raising kids who are prepared for the real world. They
need rules to help them understand what’s allowed, what’s not, and how to
control certain impulses. Most of all, studies show that they are important
to a child’s development.

However, it's also possible to overdo it and set too many rules, turning you into strict
parents who stifle your children’s proper development. Thus, finding the right balance is
crucial. To help you out, here’s a list of five types of rules you should establish at home,
along with eight tips to ensure your children follow them. According to bamail.
Rules Regarding Children'’s Safety
Safety at home is very important for children so they can explore their talents and pas-
sions without being in danger. Here, there’s no room for flexibility; you must set clear
safety rules, such as:
- Do not open the door to strangers when parents are in the shower or not at home.
- Do not jump or stand on furniture meant for sitting or lying down (chairs, sofas, beds,
etc.).
- Do not share personal information with strangers online, including names, addresses,
phone numbers, etc.
Moral Rules for Children
Your children need to develop values and morals, which start with your education, in-
cluding the rules you set at home. These rules shouldn’t be complicated, and every child
should know them and follow them
z not only at home but also outside.
You should demonstrate these rules
yourself because your children will
learn more from your behavior than
from the instructions you give them.
Here are some examples:
- Do not hurt others’ feelings or phys-
ically harm one another. Always tell
the truth to each other.
- Everyone at home deserves to be
spoken to with respect, without curs-
ing or yelling.
- Respect each other’s property and
don’t touch others’ things without
permission.
- Allow each family member to have
privacy when they want and need it.
Rules for Developing Healthy Habits
When children have a routine and a
fixed structure to their day, they tend
to behave much better. Therefore,
you should create rules regarding
daily healthy habits. This will prevent
power struggles at home when your
children need to perform certain
tasks or when you want them to lis-
ten to you. You'll find that the more
consistent your children’s routine is,
the fewer arguments and disputes
you'll have with them. Make sure
there are clear consequences when
rules are broken. Here are some rules

to clarify daily expectations:

Brush your teeth twice a day, in the morning and before bed.

Put dirty clothes in the laundry basket, not anywhere else in the house.

-There are fixed times for watching TV and going to bed.

Rules that Encourage Social Skills

House rules can help your children develop social skills that will benefit them not only
now but also in the future. This includes how they treat each family member. Once you
enforce these rules, you'll see that they will also apply to interactions outside the home
and with other children. This also includes rules that may not seem directly related but
definitely influence how your children interact with others, such as:

- Share toys and games with siblings. Take turns when playing together.

- No smartphones or tablets during meals, especially when the whole family is eating
together.

Rules to Prepare Children for the Real World

Your children are always in stages of preparation for adulthood, learning daily lessons on
how to function as individuals—not just at home but in the world at large. However, the
rules in this area will largely depend on your children’s personalities. Some children are
more responsible than others, and you might not need to constantly encourage them
to do their homework before watching TV, for instance. But if necessary, you should
enforce such rules to prepare them for the future. Here are some examples:

- Do homework daily before doing other activities. Each person is responsible for certain
chores, which they must do daily (according to their age).

- If children want to buy something, they need to save their allowance.
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Investment Tips for Wom-
en: Building a Financial Fu-
ture on Your Terms

goals. It allows women to invest regularly or in a lump sum to build a corpus for

their future. Investing in secured deposits and market-related investment plans
can contribute to a diversified investment portfolio of high returns. Discover the best
ways to increase your investment amounts as a woman to build your corpus.

I nvestments for women help them plan their short-term and long-term financial

9 Tips for Financial Independence with Investments for Women According to sta-
blemoney.
Here are some investment strategies for women that must be exercised for financial
independence in the future:
1. Set Financial Goals
Setting financial goals is essential to start investments and achieve defined goals. Your
financial goals can include saving for retirement, saving for children’s higher education
and marriage, vacations or medical expenses.
Prioritise your goals and the timeline to achieve these goals. This can help you start
investing early with small amounts while you build a lump sum corpus. You can ad-
ditionally segregate your savings and investment accounts to ensure that the funds
invested are not spent in the current period. — o — am -
The right time for women to invest or begin investing is the early years of their ca- o S - m
reers. However, even if you start late, you can build a substantial corpus with planned ] w j m

| [ ] | [ ] |

investments.

2. Plan Your Budget (T - o -
Planning your budget helps you allocate funds for various categories by defining your d m m
monthly expenses. The best way to plan a budget is to allocate 50% of your monthly

income for essential expenses, 30% for non-essential expenses like recreation and 20%

for savings and investment. o i Lasls Lo Al si Lelaiat o, 3> P>

It helps you adhere to a strict framework of expenses, thereby reducing the need to
avail loans. You can reduce your debts and the subsequent high-interest payments to ‘ “t:“ﬁfh‘:jli‘j:;’ﬁl‘:‘"ﬁﬁ ‘ Lif:
save more from your monthly income. 1 X3 ; el sl Y ,j:.\.!.!g.d SJoslo
3. Create Emergency Savings G2 0 bans iy pd o0 L@;ls
Building emergency funds is crucial to remain financially prepared for unforeseen situ- 7. ‘ ws sl 23 o WL _f:o @
ations such as employment loss, expensive hospitalisation and so on. As a part of your 'y 4_,‘ b i 1 oo pmall (5 P
financial plan, it is advisable to create emergency funds for at least 6 months. I Qe goru i 55 ‘quLAl. .5 Lelt"oslul.u.sst.dsga
This helps you avoid availing loans with high interest rates, ensuring financial indepen- g - «L@.‘..M £ s R 54J‘iuJ| o] 3yl
dence. In addition, it eliminates the need to liquidate your investments such as fixed " r 3 e \ S s U_u: L] ’i | ;" e
deposits, mutual funds and others to meet unprecedented financial needs. & R &%) 3 e “’J’“J‘
4. Spend Less Than You Earn o & “ (@
Banks and NBFCs offer loans to their customers with multiple repayment options and )
charge interest rates. However, if you spend less than you earn, you can easily avoid o852 0l (35 Yy chymalione o3l e il pelid) :elidd jlpd 6941l Gbming LJ.m.’uu:.nl
the need to apply for loans which need to be repaid with high interest rates. TP M\,_U 2500 Gewss Gusill sy ol L et e R )
You can spend less by reducing your non-essential expenses to accumulate wealth for ey 5 ‘_\, e us@sj:a-»“ Ladasc «J,; Q_f: w“':i‘:"}‘ul';"‘t;‘ "i’;"‘ "";:J“ qﬂi‘l“’i’&“ﬁ
the future. The importance of investing for women includes the opportunity to multi- B 35 slomg] Jol 130 celislgac " :"w S "‘:Y"‘ A -
ply their wealth to help them live a future on their own terms. i ? @ B38| Olandg a2y Gledl s g uSi
Reducing non-essential expenses can thus help women increase their savings by small R . . G0 pocd G35 51 (S cily L] Sl Glandg (3
amounts. However, the power of compounding can eventually multiply their wealth ey digs gudei gutlo Gaijl agill ‘j%’“‘fjdﬁu‘jé‘:i:;b‘m "”4"":‘;;"512
;O S‘Iarg?fqum. P rtf | u.;b,ﬂ wu‘ U“"")UJ 6'\'4)‘» °'Jb“ J’"@""" Jﬁs ‘JL’A ojul_u u_g_).d.‘) ((uswyﬂujgau}c).b ul.ij.\-am )).U
v , A ozl 1 Laabosll s L 5 1 L5y ll) (35 sSiy Slasinne pibs (Rasgll e
iversifying your investment portfolio can help you reduce risks while you reap the it (5 a5 cleasdlad i o yiS) P J«SH L Pl
benefits of return on investment. The best investment options for women to diversify T Lt oliis oliEs s cclmlyag by dieg oo 53
their portfolio include fixed deposits, mutual funds, PPF, NPS and others. o Loyl u-')—'-w ,',’ 5 pusdle u-*-ﬂ)-'
You can invest in fixed deposits if you want a secured investment with easy liquidity op- ‘J-ﬂré-’s TN ‘,Lc S o M :gpaudl Junlgill (6 lail
tions. Fixed dgposns qﬁer variable tenures an§ |ptere§t credit modes (mor?thlyf quar- 5 ML’ Tolusel ,6\ 5
terly, cumulative) for investors, based on their financial needs. However, if it is con- RERTPMERICT TR me_’
venient for you to undertake market risks, you can choose to invest in mutual funds. Oyt Losse Jf“-‘” Jeolgill aale ‘v‘L‘-“ e

S25 e | i ;
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YOUR HOME cliu
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5 Stunning Glass Interior
Design Ideas in your home

lass is a versatile mate-
rial that can transform your living space feel more connect-

any interior space with ed to nature.
its elegance, transparency, and Benefits:
ability to reflect light. Here Maximizes natural light.
are five stunning glass interior Expands the visual space.
design ideas to enhance beauty Connects indoor and outdoor envi-
and functionality in your home. ronments.
Applications:
Living rooms with garden views.
Office spaces overlooking cityscapes.
Indoor patios or greenhouses.
Design Tip:
Consider using sliding glass panels
to provide flexibility in opening and

offer unobstructed views, making

1. Frameless Glass Doors
Frameless glass doors are a sleek
and modern addition to any home.
They create an open and airy feel,
allowing natural light to flow freely
between rooms. These doors are
perfect for small spaces, making closing spaces as needed.

them appear larger and more 4. Glass Kitchen Backsplashes
inviting. A glass backsplash in the kitchen
Benefits: is both functional and stylish. It’s
Enhances natural light distribution. easy to clean, heat resistant, and
Provides a seamless transition available in a variety of colors and
between spaces. finishes to match any kitchen decor.

Adds a touch of modern sophisti- Benefits:
cation. Easy to maintain and clean.
Applications: Adds a modern, sleek look.

Interior room dividers. Reflects light to brighten the kitchen.

Shower enclosures. Applications:
Office partitions. Behind the stove
Design Tip: or sink.

Opt for frosted As a decorative
or etched glass accent wall.

for privacy while Design Tip:

maintaining the
light-transmitting
benefits of clear
glass.

2. Glass Stair-
cases

A glass staircase

is a bold state-
ment piece that
can become the
focal point of your
home. It exudes a
contemporary vibe

Choose a tinted
or back-painted
glass for a pop of
color that com-
plements your
kitchen’s color
scheme.

5. Glass Furni-
ture

Glass furniture
pieces, such as
coffee tables,
dining tables,

and allows light to
penetrate through multiple levels, units, bring a touch of elegance and
creating a sense of spaciousness. sophistication to any room. They
Benefits: blend seamlessly with various decor
Adds a dramatic, eye-catching styles and make the space feel less

and shelving

feature. cluttered.

Enhances the sense of space. Benefits:

Modernizes the interior aesthetic. Creates a sense of openness.
Applications: Versatile and blends with any decor.
Residential homes. Reflects light, enhancing room
Luxury apartments. brightness.

Commercial buildings. Applications:

Design Tip: Living room coffee tables.

Pair the glass with stainless steel
or wood for a striking contrast and
added structural support.

3. Glass Walls

Glass walls are an excellent way to
create a visual connection between
indoor and outdoor spaces. They

Dining room tables.

Bedroom nightstands.

Design Tip:

Combine glass furniture with metal-
lic or wooden accents to add texture
and warmth to the space.
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Winter Wedding Dresses
for 2025: Timeless Styles
for the Modern Bride

he winter wedding dresses for 2025 are a mix of timeless ele-
T gance and cosy-chic vibes, perfect for any style-conscious bride.

Here’s your guide to staying warm, stylish, and oh-so-glamorous
while walking down the aisle for your winter 2025 wedding. According
to aurora-bride.

1. Sleek Sleeves Are Back (and Better Than Ever!)

Sleeves are a winter bride’s best friend, and for 2025, they’re stealing
the show! From delicate lace to dramatic puff sleeves, long sleeves add
sophistication while keeping you snug. A classic A-line gown with sheer
sleeves gives off those princess vibes, while sleek crepe dresses with fit-
ted sleeves are perfect for modern minimalists. Bonus? You won’t need
a shrug or jacket to keep cosy.

2. Luxurious Fabrics to Keep You Toasty

Winter is all about texture, and 2025 wedding dresses are embracing it.
Satin, tulle, and mikado are popular choices that balance elegance and
warmth. Pro tip: Layer different fabrics to add depth and drama to your
overall look.

3. Frosted Sparkles and Icy Embellishments

Winter weddings are all about sparkle, and what better way to channel
the season than with frosted embellishments? Picture a gown adorned
with crystal beading, sequins, or subtle metallic thread. The shimmer will
catch the light and give you that ethereal snow-queen glow as you glide
across the dance floor.

4. High Necklines: Classic and Chic

High necklines are making a big comeback for winter wedding dresses
in 2025. Not only do they exude vintage glamour, but they also keep the
chill off. Whether it’s a mock-neck lace bodice or a satin gown with a hal-
ter design, this style is perfect for brides who want to keep things classy
and chic.

5. Colour Me Winter

White and ivory will always be classic, but 2025 is seeing a shift towards
subtle colour. Think champagne, soft blush, or even icy blue hues for a
gown that feels modern yet seasonally appropriate. Pair these tones with
silver or gold accents for a truly wintery feel.

6. Layers, Layers, Layers

Who says winter wedding dresses can’t be practical? Dresses with lay-
ered skirts — think tiered tulle or cascading ruffles — are not only stunning
but also provide extra warmth. Plus, they add movement and drama to
your walk down the aisle. Win-win!

7. Accessories to Complete the Look

Your winter wedding look isn’t just about the dress — the right acces-
sories can pull everything together beautifully. A soft faux fur wrap or
an elegant shawl is perfect for keeping warm while adding a luxurious
touch. Statement jewellery, like glittering earrings or a subtle crystal hair-
piece, can elevate your style without overpowering your gown. For the
veil, consider delicate embroidery or a subtle shimmer that complements
the season’s frosty vibe. And don’t forget to keep it practical — closed-toe
heels will ensure you look stunning while staying comfortable throughout
the day.
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Beware: These 4
Foods Turn Toxic in
the Refrigerator

odern refrigeration helps preserve food and
M prevent spoilage, but some foods can become

harmful when stored in the fridge. According
to Dimple Jangda, an Ayurveda and gut health specialist,

rice, ginger, garlic, and onions should never be refrigerat-
ed due to the potential health. According to daybreak.

1. Cooked Rice

The UK’s National Health Service warns that refrigerating
cooked rice can lead to food poisoning. Rice should ideally
be stored in the fridge for no more than two hours and
should not exceed
24 hours. Extended
storage and reheat-
ing can promote
the growth of harm-
ful moulds.

2. Onions

Storing half-cut
onions in the fridge
can increase their
starch content,
which may stress
the kidneys and
pancreas, accord-
ing to the National
Onions Association.
It’s better to store
onions in a cool, dry
place outside the
refrigerator.

3. Garlic

Garlic should be
stored unpeeled

at room tempera-
ture. Refrigeration
encourages mould
growth, which can
cause nausea, stom-
ach upset, vomiting,
diarrhea, respira-
tory issues, and liver damage. Storing garlic in the fridge
also diminishes its essential oils and nutrients, reducing its
flavor.

4. Ginger

Fresh ginger can be kept at room temperature briefly or

in an airtight container in the fridge for longer periods.
However, refrigeration can lead to mould growth on
ginger, which has been linked to kidney and liver failure.
The World Health Organization advises against consuming
mouldy food due to the presence of mycotoxins that can
cause nausea, cramping, and vomiting.

For optimal safety and quality, store these foods appropri-
ately to avoid potential health risks.
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10 Daily Habits That Are Secretly
Destroying Your Happiness

appiness is something everyone strives for, yet many of us engage in daily habits that
H unknowingly sabotage our well-being. These habits may seem harmless or routine, but

over time, they can drain your joy and leave you feeling unfulfilled.
Understanding these behaviors and making small changes can significantly impact your overall
happiness. Here are ten extreme things you might be doing every day that are ruining your
happiness. According to womenontopp.
10 Daily Habits That Are Secretly Destroying Your Happiness
1. Overthinking Everything
Overthinking is like a mental hamster wheel—it keeps you running in circles without getting
anywhere. Constantly analyzing every detail, worrying about future outcomes, or replaying
past mistakes can lead to anxiety and stress. When you overthink, you miss out on the present
moment and create problems that might not even exist. To combat overthinking, try mind-
fulness practices like meditation or journaling, which help you stay grounded in the present.
2. Comparing Yourself to Others
In the age of social media, it's easy to fall into the trap of comparing your life to the highlight
reels of others. Whether it's someone else’s career success, relationship, or lifestyle, compar-
isons can make you feel inadequate. This habit fosters feelings of jealousy and lowers your
self-esteem. Remember that everyone has their own path and that what you see online is
often a filtered version of reality. Focus on your own journey and celebrate your achievements.
3. Neglecting Your Physical Health
Your physical well-being directly impacts your mental and emotional health. Skipping meals,
avoiding exercise, and neglecting sleep can leave you feeling sluggish, irritable, and unhappy. A
healthy body supports a healthy mind. Make sure you eat balanced meals, exercise regularly,
and get enough sleep. Even small changes, like taking a walk during lunch or choosing a healthy
snack, can make a big difference in how you feel.
4. Holding Onto Grudges
Holding onto grudges and resentment is like carrying a heavy burden that weighs down your
happiness. When you refuse to forgive, you trap yourself in a cycle of negativity. This doesn’t
mean you have to forget or excuse harmful behavior, but letting go of the emotional hold it has
on you can free you from constant anger and sadness. Practice forgiveness, not for others, but
for your peace of mind.
5. Surrounding Yourself with Negative People
The people you spend the most time with can have a significant impact on your happiness. If
you surround yourself with negative, critical, or toxic individuals, their attitudes can rub off on
you. This can lead to a pessimistic outlook on life and constant feelings of negativity. Seek out
positive, supportive, and uplifting people who encourage and inspire you. The right company
can make all the difference.
6. Procrastinating Important Tasks
Procrastination is the thief of time—and happiness. When you put off important tasks, you
create unnecessary stress and anxiety. This often leads to a cycle of guilt and overwhelm, which
can drain your energy and joy. Break tasks into smaller steps and tackle them one at a time. This
approach not only helps you get things done but also boosts your sense of accomplishment.
7. Focusing on What You Lack
It's easy to dwell on what you don’t have rather than appreciating what you do. This scarcity
mindset can lead to feelings of envy, frustration, and dissatisfaction. Instead, practice gratitude
by regularly acknowledging the positive aspects of your life. Writing down three things you're
thankful for each day can shift your focus from lack to abundance, enhancing your overall hap-
piness.
8. Being a Perfectionist
Perfectionism might seem like a positive trait, but it can actually be a significant source of un-
happiness. When you set unrealistically high standards for yourself, you're more likely to feel
like a failure when you don’t meet them. This constant pressure can lead to stress, burnout, and
a sense of never being good enough. Accept that making mistakes is part of being human, and
strive for progress, not perfection.
9. Ignoring Your Passions
In the hustle and bustle of daily life, it's easy to neglect your passions and hobbies. However,
when you ignore the activities that bring you joy, you miss out on opportunities for happiness
and fulfillment. Whether it’s painting, playing a musical instrument, or spending time in nature,
make time for the things you love. Engaging in your passions can provide a much-needed es-
cape from stress and add excitement to your life.
10. Not Setting Boundaries
Failing to set boundaries can lead to feelings of being overwhelmed, used, and unhappy. When
you say yes to everything and everyone, you neglect your own needs and spread yourself too
thin. This can result in burnout and resentment. It's essential to establish clear boundaries in
your personal and professional life. Learn to say no when necessary and prioritize your well-be-
ing. Setting boundaries is an act of self-respect and is crucial for maintaining your happiness.
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The Ultimate 8-Step Skin-
care Routine for Oily Skin

esearch indicates, whether you're new to skincare or refining your current rou-
R tine, understanding the right steps and products for oily skin is essential. This
guide will take you through each step for an effective oily skincare routine ensur-
ing a healthy, glowing complexion without the unwanted shine. According to femina.

1. Cleansing: The First Step to Fresh Skin

According to a study, cleansing is the cornerstone of every skincare routine, particularly
for oily skin. Throughout the day, your skin accumulates dirt, bacteria, and excess oil,
which can clog pores and lead to breakouts.

Cleansing twice a day is crucial an oily skincare routine—once in the morning to clear oil
buildup from overnight and again at night to remove makeup, sunscreen, and pollutants.
Avoid cleansers with harsh sulphates, as they can strip the skin and trigger rebound oil
production.

A gel-based or foam cleanser formulated for oily skin can effectively remove these im-
purities without disrupting the skin’s natural moisture barrier. A study shows, cream or
oil-based cleansers, on the other hand, are more suitable for dry skin as they tend to
leave a residue that could potentially clog pores on oily skin.

2. Exfoliating: Unclogging Pores and Preventing Breakouts

Exfoliation helps remove dead skin cells that accumulate on the surface, clog pores, and
cause blackheads or acne. For oily skin, chemical exfoliants like salicylic acid are game
changers. For an oily skincare routine, chemical exfoliants like, salicylic acid, a beta hy-
droxy acid (BHA), penetrates deep into pores to dissolve excess oil and prevent acne.
3. Toning: Restoring Balance
and Refining Pores

Toning is an often-overlooked step
that can make a significant difference
for oily skin. Toners balance the

skin’s pH after cleansing and remove
any residual makeup or cleanser.
Ingredients like witch hazel, a natural
astringent, or niacinamide, which reg-
ulates oil production and improves
elasticity, are ideal for oily skin types.
Scientific studies highlight that
regular use of toners can reduce

the appearance of enlarged pores
and create a smoother, matte finish.
Choose an alcohol-free formula to
avoid over-drying the skin, as dryness
can ironically lead to increased oil
production. For oily skin prone to
acne, toners with salicylic acid (a
BHA) or glycolic acid (an AHA) can be
beneficial. These ingredients penetrate deep into the pores to remove excess oil and
prevent breakouts.

4. Moisturising: Hydration Without the Grease

According to a study, moisturizers are essential for oily skin because they help main-
tain the skin’s hydration balance without triggering excess oil production.lt’s a common
misconception that oily skin doesn’t need a moisturizer. In reality, skipping this step can
leave your skin dehydrated, prompting it to produce even more oil to compensate.

5. Using Serums: Power-Packed Solutions for Targeted Car

Studies reveal that serums are concentrated formulas designed to address specific skin
concerns, making them a valuable addition to your routine. For oily skin, a serum con-
taining niacinamide is particularly beneficial. This vitamin B3 derivative regulates sebum
production, reduces redness, and minimizes the appearance of pores.

6. Eye Creams: Nourishing the Most Delicate Area

The skin around your eyes is thinner and more delicate than the rest of your face, requir-
ing specialized care, especially as part of an oily skincare routine. Qily skin types should
opt for lightweight eye creams that provide hydration without feeling heavy. Eye creams
containing hydrating ingredients like hyaluronic acid, glycerin, or aloe vera replenish
moisture, plump the skin, and prevent premature ageing.

7. Sunscreen: A Daily Shield Against Damage

Sunscreen is a non-negotiable step in any skincare routine, but it's especially important
for oily skin prone to acne scars or hyperpigmentation. Sun damage exacerbates these
concerns, making SPF essential for prevention. Opt for non-comedogenic, gel-based sun-
screens that offer broad-spectrum protection without clogging pores or leaving a greasy
residue.

8. Power Ingredients: Niacinamide and Hyaluronic Acid

Known as a skin superhero for oily types, niacinamide works to regulate sebum pro-
duction while calming inflammation. Scientific studies highlight, It strengthens the skin
barrier, enhances hydration, and improves overall texture, making it a multitasking in-
gredient that addresses oiliness and acne simultaneously. Niacinamide also has anti-in-
flammatory properties, making it ideal for calming redness and reducing acne flare-ups.
It can help minimize the size of pores, making your skin appear smoother and more even.
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Dr. Amal Moussa

he conclusion of a ceasefire agree-
ment in Gaza is excellent news. It has
come too late, but it would still be

good news even if no one but a lonely crying
infant was left there.

However, to assess the world’s reaction, we
must not forget or ignore the devastating ma-
terial and psychological aftermath. Nothing
attests to the death of the world’s conscience
more powerfully than the terror and death
endured by the children of Gaza.

Unfortunately, some see addressing such mat-
ters as an exercise in impractical idealism,
believing that it does nothing to change real-
ity. | admit that I, too, have quietly fallen into
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this kind of despair in private. However: are
we required to only be realistic? Isn’t realism
the domain of politicians driven by the need
to surrender to reality, without leaving their
own mark on history?

If everyone becomes a realist, who would de-
fend truth, ideals, values, and rights?

Even from a purely utilitarian perspective,
the role of writing, culture, thought, and the
media is to defend ethics- at least to a min-
imal extent that allows humanity to remain
distinct and not fall into the brutal laws of
domination, survival, and death in the animal
kingdom.

As we know from financial crises assessments,
they unfold in stages. Crises that begin with a
financial problem escalate into a full-blown
crisis, and ultimately result in bankruptcy.
Each stage has particular indicators. Applying
this understanding of finance to the suffering
of Gaza’s children, it is a direct indication of
bankruptcy, not only Israel’s but the entire
world’s.

Sometimes, the real problem lies not in the
disaster, the crime, or the tragedy itself, but
in how it is confronted, responded to, and ad-
dressed. Crimes implicate only the perpetra-
tor, but all of us are responsible for how we
deal with it.

| will not get into a debate about Israel’s as-
sault on Gaza; we could place that within the
context of conflict and war. However, does
this imply that we should remain silent about

the killing of 17,000 Palestinian children in
Gaza?

Never in human history have children been
targeted as they have been between October
7, 2023, and the announcement of the cease-
fire agreement yesterday.

The result is clear: the world failed to priori-
tize this issue. In fact, we saw deliberate neg-
ligence and indifference, with the deaths of
children seen as nothing more than collateral
damage.

Every war has its limits, and every game has
its red lines, but not in Gaza. None of this
could have happened if Israel had not inter-
nalized the world’s passive attitude and the
normalization of Israel’s crimes.

A question: what is the purpose of interna-
tional organizations and their armies of senior
officials, who receive exorbitant salaries and
enjoy extraordinary privileges but have prov-
en incapable of protecting Gaza’s children
from the slaughter?

In addition to the innocent people who lost
their lives simply because they are Palestin-
ian, another indicator of moral and humani-
tarian bankruptcy is the number of disabled
children in Gaza, which now exceeds 10,000.
Approximately 98,000 children with disabil-
ities are suffering immensely due to the de-
struction left by Israel’s aggression, which has
compounded the challenges of their disabili-

ties a thousandfold. This is without mention-
ing the children who have been orphaned,
losing either their mother, father, or both
because of Israel’s crimes against defenseless
men and women. The number of orphans has
risen to around 25,000 children.

These are horrific figures. Even more horrific
is the indifference. The true driver of Israel’s
war on children is no secret: it is to physical-
ly liquidate a generation of Palestinians, an
attempt to eradicate the Palestinian people
and the cause by killing as many children as
possible and rendering as many of them as
possible disabled and incapacitated.

In reality, this is not a war or a conflict so
much as a new holocaust whose primary vic-
tims are children. It would never have hap-
pened without the world’s blind complicity.
The lion’s share of this moral bankruptcy lies
not only with Israel but with the global and
regional powers that, for dubious interests,
turned a blind eye.

Thus, the world will not find peace, and the
conflict in the Middle East will not subside,
so long as Gaza’s children are being killed.
Peace and national security cannot be written
with children’s blood and tears. We have lived
through an era of violence on Gaza’s children,
and the mark of shame will never disappear.
A ceasefire was reached only after Israel had
achieved its objectives. Today, Israel has be-
come a mirror for the entire world.
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New Arab Journalism
Award board formed

vice president and prime minister of the UAE

and ruler of Dubai, on approved the newly
restructured board of directors for the Arab Jour-
nalism Award. The board will be chaired by Mona
Ghanem Al-Marri, vice president and managing di-
rector of the Dubai Media Council.

S heikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al-Maktoum,

The revamped board includes prominent intellectu-
als, media leaders, and academics from across the
Arab world, reflecting a commitment to fostering
regional media excellence. According to arabnews.

Al-Marri, a
) key figure
> 8 in the UAE's
Ay 0 hases media
gt i £ landscape,
e is also pres-
ident of the
m “ m . Dubai Press
Club, mak-
- ing her one
of the most
n E. H ‘ﬂ influential
== == voices in

- Arab media
E" W ﬂ. o today.
3 T= == Dr. Maitha
Buhumaid,
& ﬁ the Dubai
== =z Press Club'’s
current
director,
will serve as the award’s governing body’s secre-
tary-general.
Also on the board is Ghassan Charbel, editor-in-chief
of Asharq Al-Awsat; Ahmed Al-Muslimani, chairman
of Egypt’s National Media Authority; Sultan Al-Nu-
aimi, author and director general of the Emirates
Center for Strategic Studies and Research; and Arab
News Editor-in-Chief Faisal J. Abbas.
The AJA is scheduled to be held in May, coinciding
with the Arab Media Summit, the largest media
thought leadership event in the Middle East, which
will run from May 26-28 in Dubai.

Happgland
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Drinking salt water can help you lose
weight, reduce stress

ipping on a glass of warm wa-
S ter with some salt can do a lot

more than just help you fight
colds and allergies. The benefits of
drinking salt water are immense.
We all need a small amount of sodi-
um or salt to maintain proper fluid
function and electrolyte levels in the
body. Mixing salt in water and drink-
ing promotes hydration, electrolyte
balance and digestion. Drinking salt
water can also help you strengthen
the immune system.

7 health benefits of drinking salt
water

A pinch of salt added to a glass of
warm water can help you in many
ways. Here are the benefits of
drinking salt water. According to
healthshots website.

1. Rehydration and electrolyte
balance

Drinking water in any form helps you
stay hydrated but drinking salt water
helps maintain the right electrolyte
balance as well. General physician Dr
Sumol Ratna, explains, “To function
at its best, the human body needs

a precise balance of electrolytes,
including sodium, potassium, calci-
um, and magnesium. So, when you
consume salt water in moderation,

it can help replenish these essential
electrolytes lost during physical activ-
ity, in hot conditions, or illness.” Your
muscles, nerves and bodily systems
will function more effectively if you
drink salt water.

2. Promotes digestive health

One of the biggest benefits of
drinking salt water is that, when
consumed in moderation, salt water
can help promote better digestion.

A 2010 study in the Journal of Alter-
native and Complementary Medicine
showed that salt water can help with

bowel movements. It may increase
the secretion of digestive fluids,
which will aid in the breakdown of
food in the stomach and enhance the
absorption of nutrients. Further-
more, it helps keep the stomach’s pH
level regulated, which is necessary
for the best possible digestion.

3. Detoxification

The benefit of adding salt to drinking
water is that it has detoxifying
properties, which can help flush out
toxic compounds from your body via
sweating. In addition, salt water can
activate the kidneys and liver, which
helps the body eliminate waste. This
can result in improved overall health
and well-being.

4. Good for skin

One of the best benefits of drinking
salt water is that it can also improve

your skin health. When applied
topically, salt water can help exfoliate
and rejuvenate the skin, reducing
acne, psoriasis, and eczema symp-
toms. But when you drink salt water,
it may contribute to clearer and
healthier skin by helping to balance
the body’s pH levels, reducing inflam-
mation, and eliminating toxins.

5. Prevents respiratory problems
When our throat feels a little irritat-
ed, our moms always suggest gar-
gling with warm salt water and drink-
ing it. This is one of the best benefits
of drinking salt water. According to
an in vivo study, salt water blocks

the responses of immunoglobulin E
(IgE), histamine, and proinflamma-
tory cytokines, which can also cause
an allergic reaction. Dr Ratna also
says, “Salt water helps to break down
mucus, lessen inflammation, and
reduce discomfort, which enhances
overall lung and respiratory function,
making it a potential home remedy
for colds, allergies, and other respira-
tory ailments.

6. Boosts weight loss

Not directly but drinking salt water
in moderation may indirectly help
with weight management. It may
help cleanse your digestive system
and eliminate toxins and waste,
which can contribute to maintaining
a healthy weight. There are many
benefits of drinking salt water in the
morning, this being one.

7. Stress reduction

The soothing and calming effects of
salt water are well known. It helps
promote relaxation and reduce stress
levels. Dr Ratna says, “The minerals
in salt water, such as magnesium,
have a calming effect on the nervous
system, helping you feel more at
ease and improving your mental
well-being.”
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BYD Dolphin became
the safest Chinese carin
Latin America

It reached Latin America in 2023, turning into one of the hottest
sellers in Brazil. Previously, the BYD Dolphin designed for Euro-
pean markets earned five stars in Euro NCAP and Australian NCAP crash
tests. In December, the Chinese variant of this hatchback became the
safest Chinese car evaluated by Latin NCAP. According to carnewschina.

T he BYD Dolphin is an electric hatchback launched in China in 2021.

BYD Dolphin earned five stars in Latin NCAP

The BYD Dolphin evaluated by Latin NCAP has 7 airbags and the ADAS
package as standard. The white car body of this hatchback is made of
high-strength steel for 78.2%. So, it isn’t a surprise the car scored that
high in the New Car Assessment Program.
The BYD Dolphin scored highest in the Child Occupant safety segment,
achieving 93.17%. The Adult Safety category got 92.6%. Results of the Pe-
destrian Protection and Vulnerable Road Users safety
L - are 77.03% and 85.17%, respectively.

1 Latin NCAP representatives highlighted Py
that the ADAS package of the car was L L]
assessed in frontal impact, side im- w e-tro Q6 I
pact, side pole impact, whiplash, (( n J ))
= pedestrian protection, ESC, Auton- . . . T
* omous Emergency Braking (AEB) < =
for Vulnerable Road Users (VRU), MJ w u j
[ ] | . mm

- AEB City, AEB Interurban, Lane
Support Systems (LSS), Speed As-

sist Systems (SAS) and Blind Spot J19h 5209 596 chal ‘°PL‘“J‘ ““J“*“‘“:'_:T é t@"’l"ég%‘;s‘” "EJ: J“Eﬁ
5 S 5 L@-\J}-Uj\.n-u y-uSJ-’ «e-tron o)L )

— e = Detection, achlgvmg the five stars u"b ((4oygaig ((‘5.33‘)) uuqSy...u.U PPEWJ..A&U \.: J 1 mb).es.ﬂ ub\.u.u.“ J‘ JAISJ‘J S i gl “
. L ~~for the compact five-door hatchback. S0y Glas 450 ] Lg3e3 Jush 5L 548 O1Symos Byliwad| Y o] il o 3112030

¢ _~ “The Dolphin Plus showed, in general, L85 B ylodl a5 (Buly By foglS 600 Jf Juos o b-‘o-“ i ? e Lol Lu‘ocl ”J\A->51 <l

. good performance with stable structure A884 25 SIS 80% Ty g ! gl e ’ «J:,Jl «J s ,Jo.uj

and footwell areas and adequate to good . . - ) 2
adult chest protection in the frontal impact. The 0j9lnio Liaglgisi ulaa a)la paoni
model also showed overall good protection in side impact and margin- HJL;.\\ | 513 5003 LA 8Ll .

¢ L;s.t-.ul 513 8y o ) La.u.u . o -

al protection to the chest in the pole impact, good child occupant pro- 3 w:cu‘_umjﬁc s o 2 Jlas! gl L "Uo_‘b
tection, and good ADAS systems with the full volume of units fitted with A slogdl e @2 ;’“ Sl
them as standard,” — mentioned in the Latin NCAP release. ; ) C‘“”"U‘ 1% N
aoadio lol julno "4.&-‘—1-64,3.4‘.4‘ 45..“.“

The BYD Dolphin became the first Chinese manufacturer, and the first EV SI e e (i 4 — e —— el "3““’“":
to achieve five stars in Latin NCAP. Therefore, it has officially become the s 360 & ‘J;’ Sl = i \J ..C"’T’LA” ‘f’"‘”"’
safest Chinese car in Latin America. This assessment is valid for Brazil. - L e, = F AN ; e ‘4_.5.: v yile LED
elsanll Ll b0 ol N - Tl byl

More about BYD Dolphin Gl jlowl L Foglio 83 dysbyans!

<lsgll

¥5370,000 cro sl s e e e .

; : S (2025 ¥l gl S50y o (S el 6j4l6 duala 6jgndo
mm with a wheelbase of 2700 mm. For clarity, the Dolphin is 185 mm lon-
ger, 70 mm wider, and 20 mm higher than the Hyundai HB20 (hatchback)
that is quite popular in Brazil. Its powertrain shares an electric motor for
95 hp and 180 Nm. As for the battery, it is LFP with a capacity of 45 kWh.
As a result, the BYD Dolphin can speed up to 100 km/h in 10.9 seconds el 75T Jind g5l
and run up to 291 km on a single charge.

The BYD Dolphin for the Brazil market has dimensions of 4125/1770/1570
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8 Common Online Ruses Kids Should Watch Out For

0

nline scammers are getting more creative with
the tricks they use to lure unsuspecting victims.
Sadly, kids and teens, who are never too far
from their devices, have become major targets. So
what’s a parent to do? Teaching digital literacy—like
thinking twice before sharing personal information
and being skeptical of unsolicited messages—is the
best way to protect your kiddos, and it starts at home.
According to tinybeans.

contain links or attachments

and teens who may be new to having a personal e-mail
address, every e-mail and text message still feels unique
and special. Scammers will exploit this curiosity by
sending e-mails or texts that appear to be from
legitimate sources, such as popular social
media or gaming platforms, schools,
or even friends and family. These
e-mails and text messages can

Who doesn’t appreciate a good deal or an occasional
freebie? Truth is, nothing in life is free, but scammers
will create fake contests or giveaways using the lure of a
big prize—cash, electronics, or access to gaming
platforms. These scams frequently require Discord.
participants to provide personal
information or complete a series
of tasks for the chance to “win”
a prize or receive a giveaway.

school?) or soliciting personal information that can be
used to discern other information (What is your favorite
restaurant?). Questions and quizzes can show up on
social media, gaming websites, or via chats, like on

Kerbs cautions, “Children are often tricked into purchas-
ing fake in-game currency or items through illegitimate
websites.”

Talent Scouting

Unsolicited Friend Requests

Whether via social media or through an online gaming
site, strangers with bad intentions may prey on kids by
pretending to be something or someone they are not.
This can take the form of an unsolicited friend request
that’s designed to create a false connection that can
lead to more nefarious behavior. For kids and teens, it’s
important to verify friend requests, even if the request
comes from a “friend of a friend.”

Phishing E-mails and Texts

The Federal Bureau of Investigation’s 2023 Internet
Crime Report stresses that young people are especially
vulnerable to the current rise in cybercrime, especially
since they're often less aware of cybersecurity risks. As
adults, we've become immune to the seemingly daily
barrage of spam e-mails or text messages, which often
go unopened, deleted, or simply ignored. But for kids

that, when clicked, can
download malware or steal
personal information.
“Legitimate commu-
nications will not ask

for sensitive personal

Except the promised prize
is never delivered and
personal information is
then sold or exploited for
nefarious purposes. “If
you didn’t enter a contest,

information or payment you probably didn’t
details upfront, and they win one,” explains Ron
typically come from verified Kerbs, founder of Kidas,

an Al-powered technology

platform that helps keep kids
safe online.
Gaming and Quizzes
Similar to phishing, scammers
sometimes use online games or quizzes

to fraudulently gather personal information from

kids and teens. Tactics can include asking location-based
questions (Where do you live? Where do you go to

sources,” says Yaron Litwin,
digital safety expert and Chief
Marketing Officer at Canopy,
an Al-powered smart filter that
protects children from inappropriate
content. Red flags include poor grammar,
urgent language, unfamiliar sender addresses, and
links that don’t match the legitimate website.
Fake Contests and Giveaways

Kids and teens need to be wary of adults who express
too much interest in them online. This can take the form
of an adult who claims to be an online talent scout and
reaches out directly to a child via social media, e-mail,
or text. Posing as talent agents or scouts, scammers

will contact young people via social media platforms
like Instagram or TikTok, offering to represent them or
providing opportunities for auditions or modeling gigs.
Advertisement

Scammers may even set up fake talent agencies to tar-
get young people aspiring to become models or actors,
then charge exorbitant fees for services that are never
delivered or may require victims to send explicit photos.
“Verifying offers through official channels is always a
good practice,” says Litwin.

To read the rest of the article go to :
www.pandasecurity.com
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Six expert strategies to
help you win scholarships

he Financial Aid Advisors at Mos what their advice was for students looking to
win scholarship funds, and they gave us six tactics to secure the scholarships of
your dreams: According to mos.

Do your research

Think of it like this; applying to five scholarships you're super qualified for will net better
results than applying to fifty that aren’t a good fit—plus, it'll take way less effort.

Make a list of scholarships aimed at students with your skills, interests, and background.
For example, if you're active in your community, seek out programs for community lead-
ers.

Some scholarships don’t have many applicants, which means you'll have better odds
with them than with more popular scholarships. Look for programs aimed at students
from specific areas or schools.

It's also a great idea to apply to renewable scholarships—as long as you meet their re-
quirements, they cover you for more than one academic year.

Make a calendar

Once you have your list of scholarships, mark all of their application deadlines on a cal-
endar.

Tools like Google Calendar or Notion can help you keep track of due dates digitally. If
you prefer a physical calendar, keep one in plain sight so that you don’t forget about it.
When you make your application calendar, budget enough time to get your essays, rec-
ommendation letters, and other application materials in order.

Refine your profile

To avoid the repetitive work of typing the same stuff into different application portals
over and over, keep a detailed, up-to-date resume handy.

Your resume should list your achievements, extracurricular activities, any awards you've
won, and relevant experiences like jobs, coursework, or internships.

On top of that, you really can set yourself up for success by writing two or three personal
statements that can serve as templates for your application essays.

Some common scholarship essay questions are:

Describe your meaningful achievements.

What are your career goals?

Why did you pick your major?

Why do you need scholarship money and how will you use it?

If you answer those questions in your personal statements, you can use them as starting
points for pretty much any prompt you get; just update them to be in line with the re-
quirements of the scholarship you're applying to.

Check your work

Before you submit anything, take a few minutes to review it for grammar, spelling, for-
matting, and accuracy.

If you have a family member, teacher, mentor, or friend who can check your application
for you, that's even better. A fresh pair of eyes can catch mistakes you've been missing.
When you're sure your application is perfect, double check the application site for their
submission requirements; this will ensure that you send your materials to the right place
in the right format.

Send a note

If you have an interview with a scholarship provider, send them a short thank-you email
within a day or two of your meeting.

In the email, take a few sentences to tell them how thankful you are for the opportunity
and emphasize your commitment to your academic goals.

This is a pretty classic piece of interview advice, but it’s a classic for a reason. It's a small
but thoughtful gesture that leaves a lasting good impression.

Network

You don’t have to go through your scholarship search alone.

The people around you—guidance counselors, classmates, professors, mentors, profes-
sionals in your field, and friends—might know about great opportunities, and they would
probably love to share them with you.

Your academic advisor might know about a scholarship your school’s offering next se-
mester that hasn’t been announced yet. Your friend might have amazing feedback to give
on your personal statement. You'll never know until you ask.

Conclusion

Take some time to employ these tactics and your scholarship search will be faster, easier,
and more successful overall.
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Fitness asLu

Arab American Today agdl g\S,[y\il @l

5 Fitness Tips for a
Better Lifestyle

so much going on in our lives. It is easy to forget about

ourselves and look after our body, so we have come
up with a few simple tips that will help you live a healthier
lifestyle and get you fitter!

L iving a healthy lifestyle can be difficult especially with

Hopefully you can try a few out and see if they work for you.
Rome wasn’t built in a day, so don’t except your body to
change overnight and remember being fit is always more
important than looking fit. Getting a better lifestyle im-
proves your health which in turns will give you more energy
and positively affect your attitude.

Hydration is the key!

Drinking fluids in general will help you keep healthy. A hy-
drated body delivers more energy, improved stamina and
alertness. If weight loss is your particular goal, drinking ice
water burns extra calories due to the body having to warm
up to counter temperature change. Avoid drinking fizzy
drinks as much as possible; a lot of people are unaware
actually how much sugar is in them, which is subsequently
stored by your body if you do not have an active lifestyle.

Variety is the spice of life

Combining cardio and weight training is a very effective way
to keep healthy. Cardio training is the best way to burn fat
during activities but effective weight training creates an af-
ter-burn effect, which means your body burns calories even
after you’ve finished exercising.

Interval training

Finding enough time to work out can be an issue. Interval
training is based on higher intensity work for shorter peri-
ods of time. This method is far more time friendly and can
offer better results than steady workouts done at one par-
ticular speed.

Procrastination kills

If you wait for the perfect conditions you’ll never get start-
ed, equally you need to enjoy your exercise if it’s going to
become a permanent part of your lifestyle. Remember there
is no one set path to achieving your goal. Find what works
best for and stick with it! The most important thing is getting
started, ‘80% of success is showing up’ - Woody Allen

What motivates you?

Find a workout partner to train with, interaction with people
whilst exercising can distract the brain from the activity and
help you go for longer. Set yourself realistic goals over spe-
cific periods of time.
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India eyes record year for space
with 10 planned launches

ndia’s space agency is planning 10 orbital launches in 2025 along
I with a debut commercial launch, potentially taking the country’s
launch activity to double figures for the first time.
Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) chairman S. Somanath told
Indian media that 10 orbital launches are planned across the year, in-
cluding four Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle (GSLV) launches,
an LVM-3 and a human-rated LVM-3 launch for the Gaganyaan human
spaceflight program, as well as three Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle
(PSLV) missions and a launch of the SSLV solid rocket. According to
space news.
Among the highlights are the G1 mission for the Gaganyaan program,
which is expected to launch no earlier than March. ISRO plans two fur-
ther test missions, G2 and G3, before a first crewed flight, H1, no earlier
than 2026.
India is aiming to become only the fourth country to develop indepen-
dent human spaceflight capabilities. Beyond this, the country aims to
construct the Bharatiya Antariksha Station (Indian Space Station) by
2035, and conduct a crewed moon landing by 2040. Notably, however,
the G2 and G3 flights do not appear scheduled for this year. Mean-
while, the LVM-3 flight will carry BlueBird 6 for AST SpaceMobile.
A joint Earth science mission between NASA and ISRO, named NASA-IS-
RO Synthetic Aperture Radar (NISAR), is expected to launch around
March on a GSLV rocket. The mission, which will map land and ice glob-
ally with L- and S-band radars, is delayed from 2024 due to a radar
antenna issue.
The three other planned launches of the GSLV will respectively carry
the NVS-02 navigation satellite, GISAT-02 remote sensing satellite and
the IDRSS-01 communications satellite. The NVS-02 mission will be In-
dia’s first launch of the year, expected from the Satish Dhawan Space
Centre around mid-January.
The activity represents an uptick in launch rate for the GSLV which will
put a strain on capabilities. “Our ability to build a GSLV and launch is
going to be challenging,” S. Somanath told WION news Jan. 1.
A pair of PSLV launches will send the Anvesha satellite for the defense
sector and ISRO’s OceanSat-3 remote sensing satellite.
In addition, NewSpace India Limited (NSIL), the commercial arm of
ISRO, will for the first time conduct its first PSLV launch. That mission is
expected to carry the TDS-01 technology demonstration satellite.
Somanath noted that the targets require improvements in India. “As far
as | am concerned, we need to ramp up further, primarily because of
the industrial capability in India,” S. Somanath said, adding that there
are limitations in terms of manufacturing, testing of engines and mak-
ing these in numbers.
“So we are looking at how we can ramp up by a little more investment,
and also look at how the commercial models can be generated,” S. So-
manath said, including public-private partnerships.
In addition to ambitious government missions, the private sector is also
stepping up, with Skyroot Aerospace planning its first Vikram-1 rocket
launch. The rocket is a three-stage, solid-fueled rocket designed to lift
290 kg to a 500-km sun-synchronous orbit. India launched five times
in 2024.
The most recent, Dec. 30, sent the SpaDeX docking demonstration
spacecraft into orbit as part of its lunar sampling, space station and hu-
man spaceflight efforts. The pair are planned to execute docking early
next week.
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shed light on the extent of this pollution for the
first time by systematically revealing the presence
of microplastics in French agricultural soil.

T he French Agency for Ecological Transition’s study

Among the 33 samples taken from various locations, in-
cluding forests, meadows, vineyards, and orchards, or
from areas with large-scale crops spread across the entire
main territory of France, 25 (i.e., 76%) contained micro-
plastics.

On average, the soil samples analyzed contained 15 mi-
croplastic particles per kilogram of dry soil, according to
“France Press.”

The Environmental Transformation Agency indicated in a
statement that the collected data did not determine the
source of microplastics, but the organization “assumes
that for soil designated for agricultural activities, part of its
origin comes from approved agricultural practices.”

The degradation of plastic materials that build up in land-
fills or the natural environment produces microplastics,
which are particles smaller than 5 millimeters.
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The pollution these materials cause in the oceans has been
the subject of several previous studies, but little research
in France has focused on soil pollution.

The authors of the study asserted that their research “is
the first to determine the extent of this pollution on the
mainland of France, on soils subjected to various agricul-
tural uses that have not received direct amounts of plastic”
through human intervention.

The tests showed that microplastic particles were pres-
ent in all four samples from meadows, in more than three
quarters of the soils from field crops (17 out of 21), in three
out of four samples from vineyards and orchards, and in
only one out of four samples from forest soils.

The soil samples mainly contained polyethylene and poly-
propylene, which are polymers primarily found in plastic
packaging.

The researchers noted that the “almost systematic pres-
ence of microplastic particles in the studied soils shows
that it is urgent to continue these studies in order to pro-
vide monitoring data for microplastic particles in the soil,”
and expanded the scope to include urban and outdoor
areas.
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UK woman who mysteriously vanished 52 years
ago found alive thanks to blurry photo

woman who disappeared more
than five decades ago has finally
been found alive after a single

blurry photograph of her was released by
police 52 years after she went missing.

West Midlands Police said finding Shei-
la Fox after she vanished from Coventry
in 1972 solves one of its longest-running
missing person investigations. According to
independent.

At the end of December, the force pub-
lished a renewed appeal to help find Ms
Fox, which included one grainy picture of
her from around the time she vanished
that was recently found by officers.
Within hours of its release, members of the
public got in touch with information that
led to finding Ms Fox.

Officers who spoke with her confirmed Ms
Fox is alive, safe and well, and now living in
another part of the country.

The announcement on marks the resolu-
tion of one of the longest running missing

person cases that the force has investigat-
ed.

Detective Sergeant Jenna Shaw, from the
Cold Case Investigation Team, said: “We're
absolutely delighted to have found Sheila
after more than five decades.

“We searched through every piece of evi-
dence we could find and managed to locate
a photo of Sheila.

“We are a small team of officers and I'd like
to recognise the work of DC Shaun Reeve,
who managed to resolve this case with
help from the public.

“Every missing person has a story, and their
families and friends deserve to know what
happened to them and, hopefully, be re-
united with them.”

Police added that forensic and technolog-
ical advances enable the team to pursue
fresh leads on cases that have remained
unresolved for a long time.
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The Islamic Center of Detroit (ICD) exists
to serve the most vulnerable people
within Metropolitan Detroit through the
Muslim faith, Islamic principles, and a
fundamental belief in assisting others.
Officially opened to the public in January
2000, the ICD offers programming not
only to its Muslim constituency, but
also the underserved surrounding the
Brooks, Fiskhorn, Warrendale, and Cody
Rouge neighborhoods, and surrounding
communities.
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shop papaya online at :
papayaexpress.com
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