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Yemeni President Hadi addresses nationon Revolution Day

4

SANA’A, 25 Sep.-Yemeni President
Abdo Rabbo Mansour Hadi deliv-
ered on Wednesday a speech to the
Yemeni people at home and abroad
on the occasion of celebrations
marking the 51st anniversary of the
1962 revolution. 
The President said that the Yemeni
people had tried to find ways to
build and develop the country dur-
ing the years that followed the Sep-
tember and October revolutions and
then succeeded in restoring the
country’s unity, adding “but the
great dreams quickly turned to
nightmares due to small political
projects”.  “The most serious pr

ject was the emergence of features
of a family ruling…which reminded
Yemenis of the redneck family rul-
ing that had been eliminated 51
years ago”, Hadi said. 
He went on to say “during its three-
century reign, the Imamate ruling’s
achievements were poverty, ignor-
ance and disease”, adding that just
two foreign doctors were serving in
Sana’a 51 years ago. 
The President Hadi also defended
the vision of a united Yemen, say-
ing that the problem has never been
one of unification, but of erroneous
practices marked by corruption and
bad administration.  “Those human-

itarian principles and goals of the
Yemeni revolutions have come to
lay the foundations of freedom, jus-
tice and equality and to get rid of
corruption and autocracy”, Hadi
said.  In his speech, the President
also vowed to eradicate terrorism
from the country, confirming that
the blood of victims will not be in
vain.  He went on to say that the
terrorists and those who support
them will end up paying dearly and
will be brought to justice.  “Our
people remain vigilant in the face
of those crimes and will soon
inflict defeat on them," he added. 
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US Pilgrims Reminded of Legal Rights
WASHINGTON –Helping
thousands of Muslims who
prepare to perform hajj this
year, a US advocacy group
has shared tips with US Mus-
lims to be aware of their
legal rights and responsibili-
ties as citizens and travelers
when leaving from or return-
ing to the United States.
“Because of past concerns
about "flying while Muslim"
airport profiling incidents,
the Council on American-
Islamic Relations
(CAIR)Tuesday  9-1-2013
urged American Muslims
taking part in this year's pil-
grimage to Makkah (Hajj) to
be aware of their legal rights
and responsibilities as citi-
zens and travelers when leav-
ing from or returning to the
United States,” a CAIR state-
ment obtained by OnIs-
lam.net read.
CAIR's "Hajj Travel Advi-
sory" recommends that all
those planning a pilgrimage
first check Department of
Homeland Security (DHS) -
Transport Security Adminis-
tration (TSA) regulations and

rules at the TSA website.”
The Washington-based Muslim civil rights organization's advisory also includes recommendations from its "Your
Rights and Responsibilities as an American Muslim" pocket guide. "As an airline passenger, you are entitled to cour-
teous, respectful and non-stigmatizing treatment by airline and security personnel,” the guide reads. “It is illegal for
law enforcement officials to perform any stops, searches, detentions, or removals based solely on your race, religion,
national origin, sex, or ethnicity." Muslims from around the world pour into Makkah every year to perform hajj, one
of the five pillars of Islam. Hajj consists of several ceremonies, which are meant to symbolize the essential concepts
of the Islamic faith, and to commemorate the trials of Prophet Abraham and his family. Every able-bodied adult Mus-
lim who can financially afford the trip must perform hajj at least once in a lifetime.
The guide includes several tips to safeguard Muslims travelers and pilgrims as follows:
- Check any baggage containing Zamzam water bottles that you bring back to the US Airlines will NOT allow you to
carry liquids in large quantities on the plane, so be sure to check Zamzam and other liquids. (Zamzam water is drawn
from a well within the Masjid al-Haram in Mecca and has religious significance for Muslims.)
- If you are bringing back dates, make sure they are processed and sufficiently dry. You may consider vacuum sealing
your dates to ensure freshness and to minimize the likelihood of contamination.
- When packing, ensure that your shoes are cleansed of any soil. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) has strict
rules regarding entry of soil and chemicals into the country.
- If you are bringing back items (gold, carrying cash, etc.) worth more than $800 per person, declare them using the
CBP Declaration Form made available by airline staff when landing. If you do not declare items worth more than
$800, CBP may confiscate them.
Entry into the US:
- In order to enter or re-enter the United States, travelers must go through two processes at US ports of entry; immi-
gration and customs. - CBP officers are required to verify the identities of travelers on their entry into the United
States. They must also ensure that travelers have not been engaged in illegal activity that poses a threat to national
security. It is critical to present valid documentation in the form of a valid passport and/or proper immigration paw-
ork if you are seeking admission into the United States.
- Keep in mind that US citizens have the unqualified right to re-enter the United States, which means that although
customs may delay and search passengers, they must eventually allow US citizens to enter the country. - CBP also
has the authority to search all persons, baggage and merchandise arriving into the United States. This includes the
search of files on laptops, cell phones and other electronic devices. Follow all CBP regulations on reporting luggage
and currency. Also stay up to date on rules about prohibited items.
- Along with travel advice, CAIR also urged pilgrims to consult relevant health advisories for those going on Hajj.
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Secretary General of GCC calls for
supporting Yemen to achieve reforms

NEW YORK-THE ARAB AMERICAN TODAY- Sep.28- Secretary-General of
the Gulf Cooperation Council(GCC),Dr. Abdullatif Al-Zayani, has called on
the UN Security Council to support the Yemeni government’s efforts in
order to achieve the desired national reforms.
In the meeting of the UN Security Council held on Thursday and devoted to
discuss Yemen’s file, Dr. al-Zayani demanded the support for the efforts
being made in order to implement the political and economic reforms and to
continue the national dialogue.
Al-Zayani affirmed that the wise decisions taken by President Abdo Rabbo
Mansour Hadi have brought Yemen out of its crisis, voicing the GCC’s con-
fidence in Yemen’s ability to pass this crucial juncture of his history. 
“ The GCC will continue to work with the Group of Friends of Yemen and
the donor countries to meet the needs of Yemeni people”, Dr. al-Zayani said.

Arab Group welcomes HRC technical
assistance to Yemen

GENEVA- 27 Sep. (THE
ARAB AMERICAN
TODAY)- The UN
Human Rights Council
(HRC) has held a gen-
eral debate on techni-
cal assistance and
capacity-building to
Yemen and other coun-

tries. 
Members of the Arab Group supported the efforts being made by
Yemen to implement the HRC's recommendations and resolu-
tions despite the challenging security and economic situations. 
They highlighted the importance of technical assistance and sup-
port from the international community for Yemen to improve its
human rights record, reduce poverty, resume economic growth
and curb unemployment during the current stage of political tran-
sition in the light of the GCC-brokered initiative. 
Speaking on behalf of the Arab Group, deputy head of the Pales-
tinian mission to the UN Office in Geneva Emad Zuhairi said:
"There is no doubt that the Government of Yemen was commit-
ted to the pledges made to the Council and the High Commis-
sioner”. "Now it was important that technical assistance and sup-
port was offered from the international community, the Office of
the High Commissioner for Human Rights and the United
Nations system as a whole," he affirmed. 
Zuhairi said Yemen was able to address a range of problems
relating human records through the release of extrajudicially-held
detainees, the launching of a national human rights commission
and a compensation fund, and the promotion of woman political
empowerment.  Yemen made headway in boosting cooperation
with international aid agencies and facilitating their access to
conflict-hit areas, and restructuring the army and police forces,
he went on. The country has adopted important steps including
the implementation of the GCC initiative since the HRC debated
its human rights record in last September, Zuhairi added. 
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NEW YORK, 28 Sep-
THE ARAB AMERICAN
TODAY
The special adviser to the UN Sec-
retary-General to Yemen Jamal
Benomar presented its report on
Yemen to the UN Security Council
during a meeting held on Friday
night at the UN headquarters in
New York. 
Following is the text of the report. 
Report of the Secretary-General
pursuant to Security Council reso-
lutions 2014 (2011) and 2051
(2012) 
Madam President, Excellencies, 
1. Following one month in Yemen
on my twenty-third mission, I have
just returned to New York in order
to address this Council. I left
Sana’a in the middle of facilitating
talks on the Southern Question – a
thorny issue on which agreement
has proved elusive thus far. It is
paramount to underscore to this
Council that the transition process
in Yemen has reached a critical
juncture. While the historic
National Dialogue Conference is on
its way to conclude its work with
far-reaching recommendations to
guide Yemen’s future course, the
country is facing serious political,
economic, humanitarian and secur-
ity challenges, and key issues are
yet to be resolved. 
2. Nevertheless, there are achieve-
ments to be celebrated in Yemen.
The National Dialogue 
Conference – the first-ever exercise
of its kind in Yemen, indeed the
region – has given rise to a peace-
ful, inclusive and meaningful dia-
logue amongst diverse actors,
bringing in new actors to the politi-
cal process such as youth, women,
civil society representatives, Ansar
Allah (Houthis) and the Hiraak
Southern Movement. The Confer-
ence has not only provided the
opportunity for delegates from pre-
viously marginalized groups to par-
ticipate in serious and deliberative
discussions about the future of
Yemen, but also has convened for-
mer parties to conflicts to negotiate
solutions and address historical
grievances in order to move
towards a brighter and democratic
future for all Yemenis. 
3. The Dialogue has made extraor-
dinary progress since it was

launched on 18 March. The 565
delegates, representing a wide
cross-section of Yemeni society,
have over the past six months,
engaged in constructive, open
and substantive deliberations on
the key challenges facing the
country. The focus on principal
and controversial issues relevant
to Yemen’s governance have laid
the foundation for a new social
contract, as well as a legal frame-
work based on dignity, equality,
human rights and the rule of law.
In fact, the work of the National
Dialogue is nearly 90 per cent
completed. Six of the nine Work-
ing Groups have completed their
work. 
4. Taken together, the recommen-
dations developed during the
Dialogue provide a blueprint for
building a more peaceful, just
and prosperous Yemen. They
include measures to ensure more
open, accountable governance;
greater participation of women in
decision-making; and improved
protection of human rights.
Indeed, last week my team sup-
ported a conference entitled
“Women Partners in Dialogue,
Partners in Building and Decision
Making,” during which I had the
opportunity to meet with the
women’s caucus and they informed
me of their satisfaction in achieving
key objectives in the National Dia-
logue. Important among these are
acknowledgment of and protection
for women’s human rights; integra-
tion of these rights in the new con-
stitution to ensure equality; and a
guarantee for 30 per cent women’s
representation in three branches of
government. This is quite extraordi-
nary, particularly in a part of the
world that suffers from an evident
deficit on women’s rights and gen-
der equality. 
5. In particular, the efforts of the
Working Groups on Sa’ada and the
South have helped to identify the
roots of conflicts and the grie-
vances of the people affected by
war in those parts of the country.
This will allow the State to mitigate
the conditions that gave rise to past
conflicts and to redress the grie-
vances that emerged out of them. In
fact, the Sa’ada Working Group has
reached agreement on some 70 con-

clusions and related implementa-
tion guarantees. 
6. All the delegates deserve praise
for their hard work, dedication and
tireless efforts to achieve the objec-
tives of the National Dialogue. I
wish to pay special tribute to the
contributions of the delegates rep-
resenting youth, women and civil
society, whose energy, creativity
and enthusiasm in many ways
served as the engine that propelled
the Dialogue forward. The inputs
and ideas put forth by countless cit-
izens throughout the country –
through their participation in town
hall meetings, public discussions
and through the media – also con-
tributed greatly to enriching the
Dialogue process. 

Madam President, 

7. It is, however, important to recall
that the Conference is but one step
in the transition. The National Dia-
logue was never intended to resolve
all of Yemen’s challenges. It was
designed as part of a wider and
longer-term political transformation
process. As this Council is well

aware, there have been delays in
implementing the Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) Initiative and
Implementation Mechanism
(Transition Agreement), which have
impacted the already-tight time-
frame. This is a result of a combina-
tion of the fact that some tasks sim-
ply took longer than foreseen, and
the fact that there have been acts of
obstruction at times. 
8. Consequently, the timetable has
inevitably shifted. Only several
months remain to complete work
that has taken other countries years.
The work includes completing the
National Dialogue, drafting and
adopting a new constitution, and
organizing and conducting general
elections. All this implies complex
negotiations, technical preparations
and public consultations with a
view to building consensus. What is
more vital is that progress continues
to be made by achieving the mile-
stones of the transition laid out in
the Implementation Mechanism. 
9. The difficulties facing the
National Dialogue Conference in its
waning weeks have underscored the
imperative of addressing the South-
ern Question in a fair manner. In
recent weeks, the Hiraak Southern
Movement suspended their partici-
pation in the Conference for nearly
a month, contending that their legit-
imate grievances and aspirations
were not being adequately
addressed. Indeed it is beyond con-
tention in Yemen that the South has
suffered nearly two decades of dis-
crimination and marginalization.
However, the Hiraak were per-
suaded to return to the National
Dialogue, following additional
commitments by President Abd
Rabbo Mansour Hadi and the Gov-
ernment to speedily implement con-
fidence-building measures in the
South. In this context, the Hiraak
and other constituencies agreed to
negotiations to resolve the contro-
versial issues of state structure and
the status of the South. 
10. Since 10 September, I have been
facilitating, at the request of the par-
ties, talks aimed at finding a con-
sensual solution to the Southern
Question. Throughout these discus-
sions, I have stressed that the Yeme-
nis are the decision makers. They
are the ones that will live with the
longterm consequences of the
choices they are about to make. I
am pleased to report that progress is
being made, based on the various
proposals put forward by the differ-
ent constituencies, towards agreeing
on a set of principles with a view to
building a new federal state struc-
ture, although discussions continue
with regard to the number and
delineation of the federal units.
Consensus has been sought on a
number of delicate issues, including
with regard to natural resources,
power-sharing, and allocation of
authority to federal, regional and
local levels. 
11. The commitment of Southerners
to supporting the new vision of a
federal Yemen is largely contingent
on timely and unambiguous action
by the Government to redress past
injustices, and on guarantees that
there will be no return to the past.
Toward this end, it is essential that
the outstanding elements of the con-
fidence-building measures (known
as the 20+11 Points) be imple-
mented without delay and, insofar
as implementation depends on
longer-term processes, that the
timeline for their implementation is
clearly articulated. 
12. In this connection, I welcome
the action plan of the Government
of National Unity, led by Prime
Minister Mohamed Salim
Basendwa, to implement the 20+11
Points, its apology to the people of
the South and Sa’ada for past
abuses committed in their respec-
tive conflicts, as well as the contin-
uing work of the two commissions
to address the unlawful or illegiti-
mate seizure of land and property

and the unjust dismissals from the
military and civil service in the
South. I am particularly pleased that
Qatar has pledged $350 million to
support restitution and compensa-
tion claims for the South, which
comes at a critical time. I sincerely
hope other countries will follow
suit. 

Madam President, 

13. The recent difficulties encoun-
tered in the National Dialogue must
not be allowed to jeopardize the
gains achieved thus far. These gains
must be preserved and forward
momentum maintained with a
timely move to the next stages of
the transition. The final phase of a
political process of this nature and
magnitude is rarely easy, as parties
reach the stage where they must
make tough decisions on sensitive
and complicated issues, and the
National Dialogue is not immune
from this phenomenon. Unfortu-
nately, as the Council is aware,
there are efforts to turn back the
clock, which undermines the confi-
dence in the political transition. In
this connection, continued compro-
mise and goodwill is required from
all parties. 
14. There are potentially disruptive
currents percolating in the country.
At this stage, however, I am hoping
that all stakeholders will cooperate
in good faith to bring about a fruit-
ful conclusion to the National Dia-
logue, and that it will be unneces-
sary for me to brief this Council to
the contrary. As affirmed in resolu-
tions 2014 (2011) and 2051 (2012),
all parties must adhere to resolving
their differences through dialogue
and consultation, to reject acts of
violence to achieve political goals,
to refrain from provocations and to
cooperate in the implementation of
the Transition Agreement. By sign-
ing the Transition Agreement, the
parties recognized that a peaceful
transition should represent a com-
plete break with the past and a com-
plete transfer of power to new gov-
ernance in Yemen. 
15. Given the emerging consensus
on federalism, there is increasing
debate amongst Yemenis about the
need for what they are calling now
a “constituting period,” or an estab-
lishment period, to provide the nec-
essary time with clear benchmarks,
resources and capacity for the tran-
sition to a federal state. Indeed,
some parties have developed propo-
sals for such a “constituting
period,” focusing on the need for
more inclusion and power sharing.
These debates also have raised
questions about the timing and
character of elections. 
16. It bears repeating that the
National Dialogue Conference was
never designed to address all of
Yemen’s challenges all at once. The
Conference was meant to conclude
with broad agreement on a set of
principles on nine core topics that
would provide guidance for the
constitution-drafting process, which
is another step in the transition.
Some issues will require work
beyond the National Dialogue
through auxiliary negotiation tracks
that are genuinely inclusive and that
run in parallel to the constitution-
drafting process. Moreover, other
issues will still need to be addressed
through subsequent legislation, and
government policies, plans and pro-
grammes. 
17. To sum up, the National Dia-
logue Conference is not a panacea
or an end in itself, but rather a vehi-
cle through which Yemenis can lay
the foundations for more inclusive
politics, agree on broad principles
and initiate processes for resolving
long-standing conflicts. It appears
that some do not wish to conclude
the National Dialogue until all the
details concerning the post-
Conference follow up and
“constituting” arrangements and
future federal state structure are

clarified and agreed. In my view, it
is important to take these matters
step-by-step, with the priority being
to conclude the National Dialogue.
The people of Yemen look forward
to this outcome to ensure that the
transition process advances. 

Madam President, 
18. These political developments are
transpiring against a backdrop of
serious humanitarian, economic and
security challenges. The people of
Yemen have high expectations of
their peaceful transition, yet today,
about 13 million people – more than
half the entire population – require
some form of humanitarian aid.
Many of the drivers of vulnerability
in Yemen, such as poverty, chronic
malnutrition, water shortages and
lack of government services stem
from a lack of development. The
Government of National Unity
should be supported in its efforts to
address the underlying causes of the
humanitarian crisis and tackle the
serious underdevelopment in the
country. I would like to take this
opportunity to welcome the Presi-
dential Decree to establish the Anti-
Corruption Board and for approving
an action plan to eliminate “ghost
workers” and “double dippers.” 
19. The security situation remains
volatile in parts of the country, and
Al Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula
(AQAP) remains a major threat. Just
in the last week, AQAP carried out
major attacks in Shabwa governo-
rate, resulting in dozens of deaths.
Assassinations of senior military
officers and kidnappings continue to
take place. 
20. In the North, scores of people
have been reported killed in recent
weeks as a result of clashes between
opposing armed groups in Sa’ada
and Amran governorates. We are
closely monitoring this trend and
are engaged with the principal
actors. 
21. The relentless campaign against
public infrastructure continues.
There have been frequent acts of
sabotage and attacks on infrastruc-
ture facilities, electrical cables and
oil and gas pipelines, which have
increased and amplified. All this has
cost the Government hundreds of
millions of dollars. The Yemeni
people are demanding that those
responsible for such criminal acts be
brought swiftly to justice. 

Madam President, 

22. Nevertheless as I have said
before, and deserves repeating: to
date, Yemen remains the only nego-
tiated, peaceful country in transition
amongst those of the Arab Spring,
and its National Dialogue Confer-
ence is the most genuine, transpar-
ent and inclusive deliberative pro-
cess the Arab region has ever wit-
nessed. This model of dialogue and
deliberation to establish democratic
governance based on the will of the
people can inform other transition
processes in the Arab world and
beyond. This is a remarkable
achievement for which the Yemeni
people should take pride, as they
have shown the Arab world what is
possible when people commit to
peaceful change. 
23. In conclusion, it is imperative
that the National Dialogue Confer-
ence concludes in order to advance
the transition process. Much credit
must go to President Hadi, who has
demonstrated a persistent and unwa-
vering commitment to guide and to
see through to conclusion the politi-
cal transition, despite all the odds.
He deserves all our support. The
world is watching Yemen to see
whether it will follow through on
the promising path on which it has
set out. Once the National Dialogue
Conference concludes, implementa-
tion of the agreements reached will
present other challenges. In this
context, one consistent message that
I heard during my last mission is
that Yemenis count on the Security
Council to continue its unanimous
support as they move into the next
stage. 
24. The strong, sustained support of
the international community and, in
particular the Gulf Cooperation
Council, the European Union, the
Friends of Yemen and the Security
Council, has been instrumental. I
would like to pay tribute to the lead-
ership role of Dr. Abdullatif Al-
Zayani, Secretary-General of the
GCC. I also would like to thank the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, co-chair
of the Friends of Yemen, for being
the first and largest donor to deliver
on its pledges. I wish also to thank
the active diplomatic community in
Sana’a for their efforts. Yemenis are
counting on the international com-
munity to continue its unified sup-
port for their country. As the United
Nations, we will continue to provide
expertise, facilitation and advice, as
necessary and in close cooperation
with our partners, to support a suc-
cessful transition in Yemen. 

Benomar presents Yemen report to Security Council
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Chemical disarmament team
kickstarts Syria mission

DAMASCUS - International disarmament experts were to begin cataloguing Syria's
vast arsenal of chemical weapons Wednesday, checking a list of sites provided by
Damascus and conducting on the spot tests ahead of its destruction.
The 19-strong team from The Hague-based Organisation for the Prohibition of
Chemical Weapons (OPCW) arrived in Damascus Tuesday to implement UN Secur-
ity Council Resolution 2118 ordering the elimination of Syria's chemical arsenal by
mid-2014.The mission was to begin work a day after Syria's opposition warned of a
"humanitarian disaster" in the Damascus suburb of Moadamiyet al-Sham, one of the
areas reportedly targeted in an August 21 sarin attack that killed hundreds of people.
It also comes after Syria's information minister insisted that President Bashar al-
Assad would stay in office and could run for another term in elections next year.
Assad's departure is a key demand of the opposition, who insist it must be a pillar of
a mooted Geneva peace conference.
The disarmament team includes 19 OPCW inspectors and 14 UN staffers who drove
to a five-star Damascus hotel in a 20-vehicle UN convoy from the Lebanese capital,
Beirut. On arrival, the team set up a logistics base. "In the coming days, their efforts
are expected to focus on verifying information provided by the Syrian authorities
and the initial planning phase of helping the country destroy its chemical weapons
production facilities," a UN statement said.
This should be completed by November 1, it added.
The task is huge, as Syria's arsenal is believed to include more than 1,000 tonnes of
sarin, mustard gas and other banned chemicals stored at an estimated 45 sites across
the war-torn country. The mission is the first in OPCW history to take place in a
country wracked by civil war. The OPCW group arrived as a team of UN experts left
after probing seven alleged gas attacks. The UN experts hope to present a final
report by late October, after an initial one in September confirmed sarin was used in
the August 21 attacks. The UN resolution ordering the destruction of Syria's chemi-
cal weapons came after the United States threatened military action, accusing
Assad's forces of deliberately killing hundreds of civilians with rocket-delivered
nerve agents.
Production sites top of the list Syria denied this but agreed to relinquish its arsenal
under a US-Russian deal, effectively heading off a strike.
The OPCW has said it has no reason to doubt information provided by Syria on its
chemical weapons and Assad has said he will comply with the terms of the resolu-
tion.
Top on the inspection list will be production sites due to be disabled by late October
or early November. "According to the OPCW-UN Security Council deadline, the
entire chemical weapons stockpile must be eliminated in the first half of next year,"
said the UN statement. Security Council Resolution 2118 also calls for a peace con-
ference as soon as possible in Geneva, and UN chief Ban Ki-moon set a target date
of mid-November. However, the prospects for such a conference remain uncertain,
with Syria insisting Assad's departure is not up for discussion, despite it being a key
opposition demand. "Syria is staying put: the state, the nation, the people and the
president. This is the Syrians' choice," Information Minister Omran al-Zohbi said on
Last Tuesday. "All the people call for President Bashar al-Assad to be president of
this state, whatever the opposition, the Americans and the traitors say."
The opposition National Coalition, meanwhile, accused the regime of waging a
"systematic campaign to starve and displace" residents from the rebel-held Damas-
cus suburb of Moadamiyet al-Sham. It said the suburb southwest of the city had
been under siege for months and that at least four children and three women had
starved to death. The Coalition called on the international community to open "safe
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Muslim Figures
Al-Battani (Albategnius)
Mathematician And Astronomer

By David W. Tschanz - Freelance Writer - Saudi Arabia

Abu Abdallah Muhammad Ibn Jabir Ibn Sinan Al-Battani Al-Harrani,
known in the West as Albategnius, is considered the greatest astronomer of
his time and one of the greatest during the Middle Ages.
Al-Battani was born around 858 C.E. in Battan, a state of Harran, and was
first educated by his father Jabir Ibn San'an Al-Battani, a well-known
scientist. He then moved to Ar-Raqqa, situated on the bank of the Euphrates
in Syria, where he received advanced education and began his career as a
scholar.
The Fihrist (Index), compiled by the bookseller Ibn An-Nadim in 988, gives
a full account of the Arabic literature available in the 10th century and
briefly describes some of its authors. It depicts Al-Battani as:
... one of the famous observers and a leader in geometry, theoretical and
practical astronomy, and astrology. He composed a work on astronomy, with
tables, containing his own observations of the sun and moon and a more
accurate description of their motions than that given in Ptolemy's Almagest.
In it, moreover, he gives the motions of the five planets, with the improved
observations he succeeded in making, as well as other necessary
astronomical calculations. Some of his observations mentioned in his book
of tables were made in the year 880 and later on in the year 900. Nobody is
known in Islam who reached similar perfection in observing the stars and
scrutinizing their motions. Apart from this, he took great interest in
astrology, which led him to write on this subject too. Of his compositions in
this field, I mention his commentary on Ptolemy's Tetrabiblos.
- Pondering God's Creation in Nature Through Science (Folder).
Al-Battani's Kitab al-Zij is by far his most important work. The book
contains 57 chapters, beginning with a description of the division of the
celestial sphere into the signs of the zodiac and into degrees. The necessary
background mathematical tools are then introduced (such as the arithmetical
operations on sexagesimal fractions and the trigonometric functions).
Chapter Four contains data from al-Battani's own observations. Chapters
Five through 26 discuss a large number of different astronomical problems -
following, to some extent, material from the Almagest. Ptolemy's theory
regarding the motions of the sun, moon, and five planets are discussed in
Chapters 27 through 31; however, for al-Battani, the theory appears less
important than the practical aspects.
After providing the method for converting data from one era to that of
another, al-Battani then devotes 16 chapters explaining how his tables are to
be read. Chapters 49 through 55 cover problems in astrology, while Chapter
56 discusses the construction of a sundial. The final chapter discusses the
construction of a number of astronomical instruments.
What were al-Battani's main achievements in Kitab Al-Zij? He catalogued
489 stars, refined the existing values for the solar year's length (as 365 days,
5 hours, 48 minutes and 24 seconds), calculated 54.5" per year for the
precession of the equinoxes, and obtained the value of 23.35' for the
inclination of the ecliptic.
Rather than using geometrical methods, as Ptolemy had done, al-Battani
used trigonometrical methods, constituting an important advance. For
example, he provided important trigonometric formulas for right-angled
triangles such as: b sin(A) = a sin(90-A).
Al-Battani showed that the farthest distance of the Sun from the Earth varies
and, as a result, annular eclipses of the Sun are possible as well as total
eclipses. However, Ptolemy's influence on all medieval authors was
remarkably strong so that even a brilliant scientist like Al-Battani probably
did not dare claim a different value of the distance from the Earth to the Sun
than that given by Ptolemy. This, despite the fact that Al-Battani was able to
deduce a value from his own observations that differed greatly from
Ptolemy's.
Particularly in the Middle Ages, Al-Battani's original discoveries in both
Astronomy and Trigonometry were of great consequence to the
development of the sciences. He had substantial influence on scientists such
as Tyco Brahe, Kepler, Galileo and Copernicus, managing to produce more
accurate measurements of the motion of the sun than did Copernicus who
expressed his indebtedness to Al-Battani in his book De Revolutionibus
Orbium Clestium.
Beer and Madler, in their famous work Der Mond (1837), refer to one of the
surface features of the moon (a plain eighty miles in diameter in Section
One that is surrounded by mountains ten to fourteen thousand feet high,
several craters, and several saucer-shaped pits) as Albategnius.
The printed edition of Al-Battani's Kitab al-Zij was translated into Latin as
De Motu Stellarum (On The Motion Of The Stars) by Plato of Tivoli in
1116, and appeared in 1537 and again in 1645. A Spanish translation was
made in the 13th century; both it and Plato of Tivoli's Latin translation have
survived. Al-Battani's greatest fame came in Mathematics, with the use of
trigonometric ratios as we use them today. He was the first to replace the
use of Greek chords by sines, with a clear understanding of their superiority.
He also developed the concept of cotangents, and furnished their tables in
degrees.
According to tradition, Al-Battani died while en route to Baghdad to protest
on behalf of a group of people from Ar-Raqqa who had been unfairly taxed.
His memory remains strong today in the field of Islamic scientific history;
he is even mentioned on modern television shows.
Al-Battani's reputation as a premier astronomer has even worked its way
into Star Trek lore. According to Star Fleet records, the first posting of
newly graduated Ensign Kathryn Janeway was the USS Al-Battani. During
her assignment, Janeway once knocked out power to six of its decks by
misaligning positronic relays. She would survive this embarrassing mishap,
however, and rise to the rank of Captain and Commander of the USS
Voyager.
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Ask About Hajj & Umrah
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Hastening to Perform Hajj When One Is Capable
* Q - Someone owns a piece of desert land and enough money to buy two
apartments for his two sons. He wants to perform hajj along with his wife,
but the expenses average around 40% of the total sum of money saved for
the two apartments.Should he make hajj or keep the money to buy the
apartments and help his sons out to settle down in preparation for their mar-
riages?
* A- The dear inquirer is to hasten to perform Hajj if he is the sole owner
of the money. He is not to please his sons and deprive himself from this
obligatory act of worship, especially since his sons are adults and hold good
paying jobs.
Answering this question, Dr. Ali Gum'ah, the former Mufti of Egypt, stated,
Hajj is an integral pillar of Islam; Allah the Almighty made it incumbent
upon those of His worshippers who are capable of undertaking it. He says,
(Pilgrimage to the House is a duty owed to Allah by people who are able to
undertake it. Those who reject this [should know that] Allah has no need of
anyone.) (Aal `Imran 3:97)
Abu Umamah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that the Prophet
(peace and blessings be upon him) said: "Whoever dies without performing
Hajj while not being prevented from it by illness, a manifest necessity, or
oppression from an unjust ruler, then let him die as a Jew or a Christian"
(Al-Bayhaqi)
And in Abu Hurayrah's narration the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon
him) said: "Make Hajj while you have the means" (Al-Bayhaqi)
It is better for a Muslim to hasten to perform the obligation of Hajj if he has
the means and is physically able to undertake it since he does not know
what the future holds.
The inquirer is to hasten to perform Hajj if he is the sole owner of the
money. He is not to please his sons and deprive himself from this obliga-
tory act of worship, especially since his sons are adults and hold good pay-
ing jobs. Allah says,
(And in the heaven is your provision and whatever you are promised.)
(Adh-Dhariyat 51:22)
And, (There is not a creature that moves on earth whose provision is not
His concern. He knows where it lives and its [final] resting place: it is all
[there] in a clear record.) (Hud 11:6)
We must rely on Allah alone. The Prophet (peace and blessings be upon
him) said: "If you were to rely on Allah as He should be relied upon, He
would provide for you as He provides for birds. They go out in the morning
hungry and return in the evening bellyful" (At-Tirmidhi)
On Allah our Sustainer we rely and Allah Almighty knows best.

***********************************************
*Q - Can Women Go To Hajj Without Mahram?
As-salamu `alaykum. Dear Sir, I would like to know more about Hajj pil-
grimage. This time my sister and my grandmother will go to Hajj, inshaa’
Allah; but some Hajj agency complain about their being women without
Mahram. My grandmother is a widow and my sister is a single. My ques-
tion is: does Shari`ah law allow women to go for Hajj without any partner?

* A- Dear brother, thank you for your question that shows your interest
in knowing more about Islam and its rulings.
Travelling these days is completely different from it was in the past, partic-
ularly group trips like that of Hajj and `Umrah. In most cases it is safe and a
person can be assured regarding his life, family, property, etc.
So a Muslim woman, based on some juristic views, can travel without a
mahram (unmarriageable man), as long as she is travelling with a group of
women and men with whom her safety will be secured.
In his response to your question, Dr. Wael Shihab, PhD in Islamic Studies,
Al-Azhar University, and the Head of the (English) Shari`ah Dept. of Onis-
lam.net website, stated.
Thank you for your question.
According to some Muslims scholars, a woman is allowed to travel for hajj
without a mahram if she travels in the company of trustworthy women and
men with whom she will be secure regarding her life, honor, faith and prop-
erty. So, if your sister and grandmother will travel in the company of good
women and men with whom their safety will be secured, then they could
travel to perform hajj. May Allah accept your and our good deeds!

* Q- Very Sick: Should I Do Hajj?

As-salamu `alaykum. I want to make Hajj this year but I am not sure if I
can physically perform the rituals. I have had Rheumatoid Arthritis for 40
years. My left foot is deformed making it nearly impossible to walk without
shoes for support. I have a very hard time walking for long periods of time
and find it difficult to walk down stairs. I have to sit to pray. I want to
believe I can physically handle it but I’m just not sure. Do you have any
advice? Thank you.

* A - Dear brother, we are really impressed by your question that
emanates from a God-loving heart and that shows your eagerness to
perform Hajj though you have such physical problems.
Hajj is obligatory (fard) only with the financial and physical ability.
However, if you can perform Hajj with the help of others, we
encourage you to do so.
Responding to your question, Sheikh Ahmad Kutty, a senior lec-
turer and an Islamic scholar at the Islamic Institute of Toronto,
Ontario, Canada, states,

Hajj is fard (obligatory) only when you are able to undertake the
journey both financially and physically.
However, you should know that most of the rituals of Hajj such as
tawaf, sa`i, etc. can be done by people who are in similar conditions
like yours by assistance of others and by using wheel-chairs, etc. So
if you are able to do that, you should not be discouraged or
deterred.
Having said this, I should also point out: If your physician has
advised you against it, because of your specific condition, then you
need to listen to him. If that is the case, you are allowed to pay
someone to perform Hajj on your behalf.

Allah Almighty knows best.
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40Protests against Sudan petro-
leum product price rises

KHARTOUM - The government on Monday announced steep price rises for
petroleum products after suspending state subsidies as part of crucial eco-
nomic reforms, sparking demonstrations in central-eastern Sudan.
Anti-riot police fired tear gas to disperse hundreds of demonstrators who
took to the streets of Wad Madani, capital of Al-Jazeera state, burning tyres
and chanting slogans against the rises, witnesses said.

Oil prices at the pump have shot up to 20.8 Sudanese pounds ($4.71) a gal-
lon from 12.5 pounds ($2.83), while diesel has risen from 8.5 pounds a gal-
lon to 13.9 pounds. President Omar al-Bashir said Sunday that subsidies on
petroleum products had reached "a level that is dangerous for the economy,"
with inflation now running at 40 percent.
Anti-regime demonstrations spread last year after Bashir announced similar
austerity measures including tax hikes and an end to cheap fuel.
The cost of petrol at the pump roughly doubled at that time when fuel subsi-
dies were partly lifted. In June and July 2012, Arab Spring-inspired rallies,
often involving groups of 100 or 200 demonstrators, spread around Sudan
and became the longest-running challenge to Bashir who seized power in an
Islamist-backed coup 24 years ago.

The protests flickered out after a security crackdown.
Sudan lost billions of dollars in oil receipts when South Sudan gained inde-
pendence two years ago, taking with it about 75 percent of the formerly
united country's crude production.Since then Sudan has been plagued by
inflation, a weakened currency and a severe shortage of dollars to pay for
imports.

Syria’s tourism industry
loses $1.5 billion

DAMASCUS - Syria's tourism industry has lost 300 billion pounds ($1.5
billion) in revenues since the country's brutal conflict broke out in March
2011, Tourism Minister Bishr Riad Yaziji said on Monday.
"The tourism industry has lost some 300 billion Syrian pounds in direct and
indirect losses," Yaziji said.

"There are other damages that are incalculable," he added, referring to dam-
aged archaeological sites and monuments across the country.
"Some 289 tourism establishments have been damaged" in acts of violence,
Yaziji said. "Though all the country's provinces have been affected, tourism
in Aleppo (in northern Syria) has no doubt suffered the worst."

The ancient city of Aleppo, Syria's second-largest, was the scene of a mas-
sive rebel onslaught in July last year that was met with a major counter-
attack by the army.

The city is now divided into pro and anti-regime areas.
Earlier this year, Syrian media quoted the tourism ministry as saying the
industry's revenues had been slashed by 94 percent ever since the start of the
country's conflict.

Prior to the outbreak of the revolt against President Bashar al-Assad 30
months ago, tourism revenue accounted for 12 percent of Syria's GDP and
employed some 11 percent of the country's workers.
The conflict has created an unprecedented financial crisis in Syria, with
inflation hitting record highs.
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2013 100
100 Most powerful
Arab women 2013

1 Sheikha Lubna Al
Qasimi 
2 Lubna Olayan 
3 Princess Ameerah Al
Taweel 
4 Zaha Hadid 
5 Fatima Al Jaber  
6 Sheikha Maha Mansour
Salman Jasim Al Thani 
7 Amal Al Qubaisi  
8 Nayla Hayek 
9 Mona Al Munajjed
10 Suad Al Humaidi
11 Tawakkul Karman
12 Yousra
13 Amina Al Rusta-
mani 
14 Leila El Solh
15 Fatema Mernissi
16 Sheikha Hessa Bint
Saad Abdullah Salem Al
Sabah 
17 Badriya Al Bishr 
18 Mona Al Marri 
19 Bahia Al Jishi 
20 Hessa Al Jaber 
21  Sheikha Al Bahar
22 Haifa Al Mansour 
23 Randa Ayoubi 
24 Hayat Sindi 
25 Raja Easa Saleh Al
Gurg
26 Thoraya Ahmed
Obaid 
27 Nahed Taher 
28 Dr Samia Al
Amoudi  
29 Salma Hareb
30 Mona Eltahawy
31 Fairouz 
32 Nisreen Shocair 
33 Nayla Al Khaja  
34 Maha Al Ghunaim 
35 Manahel Thabet  
36 Hala Gorani 
37 Raja Ben Slama  
38 Jouhayna Samawi
39 Nadine Labaki
40 Sheikha Hanadi bint
Nasser Al Thani 
41 Nancy Ajram 
42 Elissa
43 Khawla Al Khuraya 
44 Donna Sultan
45 Khadija Al Salami
46 Anissa Helou 
47 Nawara Negm 
48 Kholoud Ahmed Al
Dhaheri 
49 Cyrine Abdelnour 
50 Noura Al Kaabi  
51 Samar Mezghani
52 Buthaina Al Ansari  
53 Hind Seddiqi 
54 Noor Sweid 
55 Rola Dashti 
56 Najwa Karam  
57 Wafa Al Rimi  
58 Sara Akbar 
59 Manal Al Sharif  
60 Maryam Matar  
61 Sarah Shuhail  
62 Zainab Salbi  
63 Maha Hussain  
64 Nashwa Al Ruwaini 
65 Sulafa Memar  
66 Octavia Nasr 
67 Soraya Salti  
68 Khadija Ben Ganna 
69 Zeina Tabari 
70 Ingie Chalhoub 
71 Haifa Kaylani 
72 Sulaf Fawakherji 
73 Mona Kazindar  
74 Mona Almoayyed 
75 Yasmina Azhari 
76 Wedad Lootah 
77 Nawal Al Saadawi 
78 Riham Fouad Al 
79 Afnan Al Zayani  
80 Nashwa Taher  
81 Mona Bawarshi 
82 Sahar Mohamed Ali El
Sallab 
83 Shadia Mansour 
84 Assila Zaher Al
Harthy 
85 Lama Al Sulaiman 
86 Dalia Mogahed  
87 Muna Abusulay-
man 
88 Ghosson AlKhaled 
89 Hend Sabri 
90 Christine Sfeir 
91 Ahlam 
92 Lulwa Al Awadhi  
93 Lina Ben Mhenni 
94 Faten Al Naqeeb 
95 Ebtisam Abdul ziz 
96 Annemarie Jacir
97 Zina Yazji 
98 Amira Yahyaoui 
99 Joelle Mardinian  
100 Kholoud Faqih 

CEO 

100
2013
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Saudi Grand
Mufti con-

demns wave
of  takfirism

Saudi Arabia's top cleric
Sheikh Abdulaziz al-
Sheikh on Monday con-
demned violence against

non-Muslims living in Islamic countries and attacks on
Muslims on the pretext of apostasy. "Given the dangerous
developments in the Muslim world, I would like to warn
against the danger of attacking Muslims and those (non-
Muslims) under Muslim protection," he said. He con-
demned calls which lead to the "shedding of the blood of
Muslims and of those living in their countries in peace,"
in a statement carried by SPA state news agency.

"Those extremists have invented the pretext of 'takfir' (the
charge of apostacy), which makes light of the killing of
Muslims and others who are protected," he said. Sheikh's
warning comes as fears intensify for minorities living in
restive Arab countries, especially Syria.
On Monday, Saudi Arabia charged that the "obstinacy" of
the Syrian authorities, in the face of a 30-month armed
revolt, "serves the interests of extremist movements.
" Britain's Daily Telegraph on Monday cited a defence
study as showing jihadists and members of hardline Isla-
mist groups make up almost half of the estimated 100,000
fighters battling the Syrian regime.
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Reviewed by Ludwig Watzal - Alan Hart’s trilogy on the devastating impact of
Zionism not only on the Palestinian people but also on Judaism is the most com-
prehensive and best analysis that has ever been written on this subject. The
author takes the readers on an epic journey through a cocoon of propaganda lies
that kept the Westerners, especially the U. S. Americans in line with a move-
ment, which has been violating every value Western democracies pretend to
defend. The message on the cover of the first volume is clear:
“Almost everything you have been conditioned to believe about the making and
sustaining of conflict in the Middle East is not true. Israel’s existence has never
– ever – been in danger from any combination of Arab military force. Zionism’s
assertion that Israel’s Jews have lived in constant danger of being ‘driven into
the sea’ was the propaganda cover that allowed Israel (a Zionist, not a Jewish
state) to get away where it mattered most – in Europe and America – with pre-
senting its aggression as self-defense and itself as the victim when, it was and
remains the aggressor.”
Alan Hart wrote a very personal, revealing, and truth-telling article on “dissent
voice”  that shocked me on the one hand; on the other hand, however, it backed
up all my own experiences, which I had with “the Arabs” and with the destruc-
tive and wicked influence of the “Zionist Lobby”. This article was the key trig-
ger to finally review the three books that have long rested on the pile of books,
which I wanted to discuss. I totally agree with Hart’s statement: “I was naive to
believe that Palestinian right could be assisted to triumph over Zionist might.”
So far, I have not given up, although my support of the righteous cause of the
Palestinian people has caused me nothing but problems. Perhaps, Alan Hart
should reconsider his decision, if there is one Palestinian or Arab who thinks the
fight for the right of the oppressed Palestinian people is worth some dollars.
In Volume One, which carries the subtitle “The False Messiah”, Hart unfolds the
“modern” history of the collaboration between Western imperial interest and the
desire of Zionism to establish a state. The political perversity comes to the open
in the chapter “Waiting for the Apocalypse” that shows the total support of U. S.
American religious fundamentalist for an Armageddon in order to bring about
the final coming of Christ. Their teachings show how dangerous religious fairy-
tales can be when misused for political ends.
The chapter “The Honest Zionist” shows that, at least the revisionist Zionists,
were very honest about their real political intentions. Vladimir “Zeev” Jabotin-
sky, their “spiritual” leader, wrote this very clearly in his “classical” political
pamphlet “The Iron Wall”. “All colonization, even the most restricted, must con-
tinue in defiance of the will of the native population. Therefore, it can continue
and develop only under the shield of force which comprises an Iran Wall which
the local population can never break through. This is our Arab policy. To formu-
late it any other way would be hypocrisy.” Just recently, Prime Minister Benya-
min Netanyahu referred to his father Benzion, who was, inter alia, also Jabotin-
sky’s personal secretary and who died a few months ago at the age of 102, as an
authoritative source what Israel’s future is concerned!
In Volume Two, Alan Hart discusses one of the most important propaganda slo-
gans that justify Israel’s sway over the entire Middle East: “The Annihilation
Myth”. The political rhetoric of “there is no partner” for negotiations or “peace”,
like Ehud Barak said, when he returned from Camp David in July 2000, started
in fact with David Ben-Gurion and has continued to the present. Second to none,
however, is the “biblical” founded Zionist claim on the Land of Palestine (“Eretz
Israel”). These “historical rights” are based on the “fact” that some 2000 years
ago, Jews have lived there, which the Israeli historian Shlomo Sand exposed in
his books as a myth.
In this volume, the author discusses how U. S. President Eisenhower struggled
internally to contain Zionism, and President John F. Kennedy failed to prevent
Israel acquiring the atom bomb. Although everybody knows that Israel is armed
to its teeth with atomic weapons, neither Israel nor the U. S. admits to it to this
very day. In this respect, the book ”The Passionate Attachment” by George W.
Ball and his son Douglas B. Ball serves to be mentioned. It was published in
1992 by W. W. Norton and demonstrated that this close and “unbreakable” rela-
tionship between Israel and the United States has been detrimental only for the
U. S. What was already true 20 years ago is today evident for all.
The authors argue that the economic costs have been enormous, but what is even
more harmful to U. S. foreign policy has been the association with Israeli colo-
nialism that has undermined America’s relations to the Third World. Already at
that time, the Ball’s mentioned the double standard of U. S. policy. While the
politicians in Washington condemned those responsible for “ethnic cleansing” in
Bosnia as war criminals, were those welcomed inside the Belt Way who com-
mitted the same crime in Israel and Palestine. The book also shows the limita-
tions of presidential power against, what John Mearsheimer and Stephen Walt
called “The Israel Lobby”. That is why; U. S. President Barack Hussein Obama
is no exception from the rule.
Even U. S. President Eisenhower who made Israel to withdraw from the occu-
pied Sinai was already thwarted by a “pork-barrel” U. S. Congress, which was
unwilling to give him the support he needed “to get really tough with Israel”,
writes Hart. “From the Zionist perspective Eisenhower was the enemy and the
end of the Eisenhower era could not come quickly enough.” The author dis-
cusses also the policy of Moshe Sharett who was one of the few reasonable
Israeli politicians at the time who wanted to make peace with the Arabs, which
Ben-Gurion successfully obstructed. During this period, “reason was defeated in
Israel” and the policy of rejectionism became the norm. During the Kennedy
administration the “Israel Lobby” was already present in the White House in the
person of Myer (Mike) Feldman. JFK was fully aware of his work for Israel.
Feldman tried to arrange a state visit for Ben-Gurion in the U. S. but Kennedy
rejected. Finally the president met with Ben-Gurion at the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel
in New York City. JFK also asked for IAEA inspections of Israel’s nuclear reac-
tor at Dimona, which Israel has refused till this day. Kennedy wrote that the U.
S. “would be compromised if a state regarded as being dependent on us, as Israel
is, peruses an independent course”. Contrary to JFK, Lyndon B. Johnson “would
put Israel’s interest first”.
In Volume Three, Hart demonstrates in nineteen chapters how Israel did not only
pursue a policy of expansionism (Greater Israel), starting with the attack on June
6, 1967, but also a policy of “state terrorism” that became “the norm”. In this
issue, the author states a central hypothesis that explains Israel’s policy since the
Six-Day War: The compromising of Security Council integrity. By allowing
Israel to violate international law and colonize the Occupied Palestinian Territo-
ries, the U. S. and its allies created two sets of rules for the behavior of nations –
“one for all the nations of the world minus Israel and the other exclusively for
it”.
For the first time, the Johnson administration had opened the doors for the Israel
Lobbyists. With the attack on the USS Liberty in June 1967, the U. S. govern-
ment allowed Israel to get away with “pure murder”, writes Hart. Also for the
wishy-washy language of UN Security Council Resolution 242, the Johnson
administration bears the responsibility. This document did not mention the Pal-
estinians by name, which would have implied that they were a people with
rights, and the wording of SC 242 allowed Israel to interpret it as it pleases.
Although Jimmy Carter had brokered a peace agreement between Israel and
Egypt, Israel’s Prime Minister Menachem Begin demonstrated with a blitz on
Lebanon that he was the one who determined the rules of the game. After five
month, Carter could stop this arbitrary attack by threatening to cut off economic
assistance to Israel, like the Bush senior government did in 1991 to hold back a
10 billion dollar loan guarantee for the settlement of immigrants from Russia,
writes Hart.
The author started its trilogy with a personal appeal to the American people
reminding them of their government’s double standard in foreign policy and its
unconditional support for Israel. He mentions the total difference between Zion-
ism and Judaism and that Israel was and still is the aggressor. “A prime cause of
the re-awakening of anti-Semitism is the behavior of the Zionist state of Israel.”
In the “Epilogue” of Volume Three he takes this thread again and pleads to the
American people: “If, Dear Americans, you continue to allow your government
to support Israel right or wrong, you’ll not only betraying your own most cher-
ished values and ideals, you will be inviting more and more people of the world,
not just 1,4 billion Muslims, to see you as complicit in the Zionist state’s crimes.
And that could make protecting America’s own best interests a mission impossi-
ble.” Hart’s trilogy reveals the difference between Zionist propaganda lies and
the real facts of history.  As long as this Zionist mist addles the political aware-
ness of the people in the West, nothing will change. The three books contribute a
great deal to thin the fog. Extraordinary work, Mr. Hart!
- Dr. Ludwig Watzal works as a journalist and editor in Bonn, Germany. He runs
the bilingual bog “Between the lines” http://between-the-lines-ludwig-
watzal.blogspot.de. He contributed this article to PalestineChronicle.com.
(Zionism – The Real Enemy of the Jews, by Alan Hart, Clarity Press, Atlanta 2009-2010, Vol. I-III)

Zionism: The Real Enemy of the Jews
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Yemen minister wants
child marriage ban

Yemen's human rights minister said Saturday she would work to relaunch a
bill fixing the minimum marriage age at 17, after the reported death of a
young girl on her wedding night. Eight-year-old Rawan was said to have
died last week from internal haemorrhaging after sexual intercourse on her
wedding night, after having been married to a man in his 40s in the north-
eastern province of Hajja. "I wrote to the president of the chamber of depu-
ties to re-file on the parliamentary agenda the bill limiting the age of mar-
riage to 17 years, which has been suspended since 2009," Huriya Mashhoor
said. Mashhoor spoke a day after the government formed a committee to
investigate the reports of the girl's death. "We do not have enough evidence
at the moment" about the incident, Mashhoor said. "But I am worried that
there could be an attempt to silence the matter, especially as it took place in
an isolated rural area in Hajja province where there have been similar cases
before". "If the case was confirmed and covered up, then the crime would be
more serious," Mashhoor warned. Mashhoor has been involved in a cam-
paign against the marriage of child brides in Yemen, ravaged by years of
strife and widespread poverty. There is no clear definition in the country of
what constitutes a child, making it difficult to battle the practice. Human
Rights Watch said on Wednesday that 14 percent of girls in Yemen are mar-
ried before the age of 15, and 52 percent before 18, citing Yemeni and 2006
data from the United Nations.

Desert Flower' opens to help
circumcised women

Somali-born activist and former supermodel Waris Dirie on Wednesday
opens a centre in Germany to treat victims of female genital mutilation,
which she was subjected to as a child. About 8,000 young girls are circum-
cised every day in Africa and the Middle East, and the Desert Flower Medi-
cal Center, located in a Berlin hospital, will offer reconstructive surgery and
psychological help to those among the 50,000 girls and women in Germany
who need it. The centre is a pilot for others planned in Europe, Africa and
Asia. Dirie's genitals were mutilated as a Somali nomads' daughter at about
age four, a fate she recalled in her bestselling autobiography "Desert Flower",
which was turned into a 2009 movie. "Female genital mutilation has nothing to do
with religion, culture or tradition. It is a crime against innocent girls" that must be
punished, Dirie, the 48-year-old patron of the centre, was quoted as telling Berlin
daily the Tagesspiegel. Female genital mutilation, or female circumcision, involves
removing the external genitalia of young girls with the aim of ensuring their chas-
tity as women. The painful and sometimes fatal operation is usually carried out on
girls between infancy and age 15. It can cause infections and, later, infertility and
childbirth complications. The UN World Health Organization says about 150 mil-
lion girls and women worldwide are living with the consequences of what is
known as FGM. The Berlin medical centre, located in the Waldfriede Hospital, will
treat about 50 to 100 women a year, its chief surgeon Roland Scherer said. Two
patients this week will be women from Djibouti and Ethiopia.
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Israel’s Allies Deliver A Cost-free Victory

By Jeremy Salt - Until joined by the Islamic government in 1979 and then by Hiz-
bullah in the 1980s, Syria was Israel’s most visceral enemy.  This enemy is now being
destroyed but not by Israel. So-called Muslims backed by so-called Muslim govern-
ments – Saudi Arabia, Qatar and Turkey – are doing the job for it, in alliance with the
traditional western enemies of the Arabs. Syria’s cities and towns have been devas-
tated. An estimated 100,000 people have been killed. Millions more have been dis-
placed, scattered across Syria or seeking refuge beyond its borders. Reconstruction
will cost hundreds of billions of dollars. Recovery will take decades. Without spend-
ing a penny or losing a life, Israel has been handed one of the greatest strategic victo-
ries in its existence.
Michael Oren let the scarcely concealed cat out of the bag the other day when he said
Israel would prefer a Syria without Bashar al Assad to a Syria in the hands of the
jihadists. The outgoing Israeli ambassador in Washington, Oren was only bringing
something to the surface that could be seen underneath it despite the vociferous deni-
als of Israel’s lobbyists. Israel wants the government in Damascus destroyed. Netan-
yahu has been trying to hide its interest behind a mask of indifference but as the like-
lihood of a US military ‘strike’ – for a war that would engulf the region – slipped
away, the lobbyists in Washington broke cover. They buttonholed every congressman
and women, only for the vote on war to be postponed indefinitely, much to their cha-
grin of the gulf and Turkish governments, their armed and political protégés and the
Israeli government.
While the Syrian army continues to grind the armed groups down, there seems no end
to the volume of money, armaments and men outside governments are still prepared
to pour into this conflict. Obama is still trying hard to get Russian agreement on a
UNSC resolution that would allow the US to begin another war in the Middle East by
attacking Syria. In the meantime the armed groups are continuing with the war they
are waging. In his recent interview with former US congressman Dennis Kucinich
and Fox news correspondent Greg Palkot, Bashar al Assad estimated that 80 to 90
percent of the armed men are Al Qaida-type takfiri jihadists. The ‘defence’  consul-
tancy HIS- Janes puts the figure at about 50 per cent but whether it is 50 per cent or
90 cent, whether they are foreign or Syrian, the  jihadists are dominating the fighting.
Talk of moderates is deception. Only in the last few the days the main fighting groups
– all takfiri – have again rejected the authority of the exile Syrian National Coalition
and the so-called Free Syrian Army. This is presented as something new when at least
a year ago the very same groups issued the same kind of declaration saying the same
things. The so-called FSA is the western standard bearer for ‘moderation’ in this
struggle even though its brigades are every bit as fanatical as Jabhat al Nusra or any
of the other takfiri groups.
If the Syrian government does fall – and at the moment it is not only holding its
ground but steadily driving the takfiris back – chaos would prevail in Syria on a far
greater scale than Libya at present or Algeria in the 1980s.  The country would
implode. This is so self-evident that the US and its allies must know it and if they
know it, one has to presume that this is what they want. Saudi Arabia is out to destroy
the Syrian government regardless of the consequences. Britain and France are follow-
ing the US and US policy on any issue in the Middle East is largely fashioned accord-
ing to the interests of Israel. Turkey is the odd man out. Whatever Recep Tayyip
Erdogan thought he was going to get out of confronting Syria his own country has
been very adversely affected by his decisions. The breakdown of Arab states into sec-
tarian enclaves permanently at war with each other has been an Israeli strategic objec-
tive for decades.  It has happened in Iraq and now the specter of the collapse of
another unitary Arab state hovers over Syria.
While the takfiris do their best to destroy Syria, Israel is getting on with the coloniza-
tion of Palestinian territories as fast as it can. The current wave of settlement expan-
sion is the greatest since 1967.  In the past year edicts have been pouring out of the
Housing Ministry authorizing the construction of thousands of housing ‘units’ in East
Jerusalem and across the West Bank.   The strategic focus is on settlement expansion
in and around East Jerusalem and the construction of highways and roads that will
simultaneously integrate the settlements into the greater Jerusalem municipality
(enlarged immediately after the 1967 war) and, along with the Separation Wall, fur-
ther cut the Palestinians off from the city. In the first quarter of 2013 alone there was
a 176 per cent increase in settlement expansion over the same quarter for 2012.
In August this year, just as the ‘peace talks’ were resuming, Israel announced the con-
struction of   thousands more housing ‘units’ in East Jerusalem settlements. The main-
stream media tells us that settlement expansion is ‘impeding’ peace, ‘threatening’ the
peace talks and the ‘two state’ solution.  The plain fact is that there are no ‘peace
talks’. They are the camouflage for the war Israel has been waging against the Pales-
tinians for seven decades. To their discredit and dishonor Mahmud Abbas and Saib
Urayqat are giving these ‘talks’ a Palestinian face. By announcing settlement con-
struction in the same breath as announcing the resumption of ‘peace talks’ Israel
shows its absolute contempt for both of them.
Land expropriation and development for agricultural purposes continues unabated. So
does the theft of water. The Council for European Palestinian Relations estimated
recently that the settlers consume an average of 280 liters of water a day compared to
86 liters for the Palestinians, below the World Health Organization’s recommended
minimum of 100 liters. Only 60 per cent of the water allocated to the Palestinians is
potable. While taking their land Israel simultaneously uses it as a rubbish dump, with
solid waste from West Jerusalem being dumped at Abu Dis,  once set up by Israel as
the Palestinian ‘capital’ of East Jerusalem even though it was not even inside the
municipality until Israel put it there. The settlers do the same, dumping their rubbish
and household waste water on Palestinian land in the valleys below their settlements
on the hilltops. In a statement handed to the UN Human Rights Council fact-finding
mission to Palestine in February this year, Al Haq (Law in the Service of Man) pre-
sented some statistics. In 2012, 202 ‘incidents’ of settler violence along with dispos-
session, home demolitions, forcible evictions and intimidation; more than 200 settle-
ments established since 1967, including 14 in East Jerusalem, and more than 500,000
settlers now living in them; and more than 42 per cent of the land of the West Bank as
well as most of its resources allocated to Jewish settlements. Al Haq notes that the
Israeli High Court ‘has rendered the question of the settlements non-justiciable’.
The Council for European Palestinian Relations estimates that the population in the
West Bank settlements is growing at an average of five per cent a year compared to
1.8 per cent for the rest of occupied Palestine. It puts the total number of settlers at
467,000, of which number 385,000 are living in between the Separation Wall and the
1967 ‘green line.’
Every brick laid by Israel on the West Bank, every liter of water pumped out for set-
tlements swimming pools and lawns and the presence of every settler represents a
violation of international law. Yet, says Naftali Bennett, the Religious Services Minis-
ter and leader of the Jewish Home Party: ‘We will continue building and you will see
this soon.’ He was speaking before the August announcement that more housing
‘units’ would be added to Jewish colonies in East Jerusalem. ‘I am sending the mes-
sage from here to all the parties in the negotiations: the land of Israel belongs to the
nation of Israel’. He has pledged to do ‘everything in my power to make sure they
never get a state.’
In a leaked exchange with another cabinet minister Bennett said that ‘I’ve killed
many Arabs in my life and there’s no problem with that.’ He complained that the con-
versation had been taken out of context, because what he meant was that he had
‘only’ killed them in the context of operations. There was one such ‘operation’ on the
West Bank last week. Heavily armed soldiers stormed into the Jenin refugee camp,
broke into the house of the Tubaisi family, shot Islam al Tubaisi, 19, in the leg,
dragged him downstairs, his head banging on every step and  shot him dead before an
ambulance took him to hospital. Perhaps in time the members of this unit will be
bragging in time about how they also have killed many ‘Arabs’.
Dig deep enough into the crises in Iraq, Syria and Lebanon and the confrontation with
Iran and eventually you will find Palestine. It remains the central issue, the pivot on
which US policies, dominated  by Israeli interests and demands,  has turned  for more
than six decades, yet for the takfiris affiliated with Al Qaida,  killing other Muslims
(and Christians) in a variety of countries  takes precedence. It is striking that the same
heads of government inveighing against terrorism and expressing their outrage at the
slaughter of innocents in Nairobi have not once expressed outrage at the slaughter of
innocents in Syria unless they thought they could blame the Syrian government.
The call of unity sounds through modern Arab history like the cry of a lost bird.
United the Arabs will stand and divided they will continue to fall. As long as they are
not able to put common interests first they are going to be ripe for the plucking. What
is at stake in Syria is not the political system but Syria itself and for the past three
years it has been systematically and deliberately destroyed by an unholy coalition of
outside governments and the gangs of armed men doing their dirty work in the name
of Islam. The dominant Arab actors in this deliberately induced catastrophe are the
regimes in Riyadh and Doha. They engage with Israel behind the scenes even as it
colonizes Palestinian land and sends uniformed gangsters into the Haram al Sharif to
beat Muslim worshipers trying to protect one of the holiest sites in Islam. While con-
sorting with the enemy and abandoning the Palestinians these two regimes – infinitely
less representative of the will of the people than the government in Damascus – take
the lead in the destruction of an Arab state. The greatest beneficiary of their actions
on one hand and their inaction and neglect on the other is Israel.  This is surely as
great a disgrace as any in Arab and Islamic history.
- Jeremy Salt is an associate professor of Middle Eastern history and politics at Bilkent Univer-
sity in Ankara, Turkey. He contributed this article to PalestineChronicle.com.
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New meningitis vaccine
slashes cases by 94%

A new vaccine being rolled out in the "meningitis belt" that stretches across
north-central Africa has reduced cases of the potentially fatal disease by 94
percent, doctors reported on Thursday in The Lancet. Researchers moni-
tored the spread of type A meningococcal disease in Chad after the new vac-
cine, MenAfriVac, had been approved by world health watchdogs in 2010.
Three regions of Chad where around 1.8 million people had been vaccinated
by December 2011 were compared with the rest of the country where the
vaccine had yet to be introduced. In the vaccinated regions, around 2.5 cases
of meningitis of any kind, and none of meningitis A, were recorded per
100,000 people, compared to more than 43 cases per 100,000 in the unvac-
cinated areas, a fall in incidence of 94 percent. The risk of transmitting the
germ was reduced by 98 percent among those who had been vaccinated,
according to throat swabs and other evidence. "This is an extremely encour-
aging signal for those countries that have yet to introduce the vaccine," said
Jean-Marie Okwo-Bele, director of the Department of Immunisation, Vac-
cines and Biologicals at the World Health Organisation (WHO). "We are not
even halfway done with introducing this revolutionary new vaccine across
the meningitis belt of Africa, yet we already have extraordinary results."
Meningitis causes an inflammation of the membranes that protect the spine
and brain. It can cause deafness or paralysis and can be life-threatening.
Several species of bacteria can cause the disease, but the most prevalent
strain is called serogroup A. Around 450 million people are at risk from
meningitis A in a band of 21 countries stretching from Senegal to Ethiopia.
MenAfriVac, developed under a public-private partnership, is being rolled
out across the "belt" to people aged one to 29. So far more than 100 million
people have been vaccinated. An outbreak in 14 African countries in 2009 caused
more than 88,000 suspected cases and at least 5,000 suspected deaths.

MERS: Combination drugs
seen as treatment option

US doctors on Sun-
day said a combina-
tion of two anti-viral
drugs was an option
for treating MERS
respiratory disease
after the therapy was
found to work on lab
monkeys. Two drugs
-- interferon-alpha
2b and ribavirin --
that are commonly
used together against
hepatitis C inhibited
the spread of the
MERS coronavirus
in the rhesus
macaques species,
they said.

The combination also braked inflammation and reduced the risk of pneumo-
nia in treated animals, they said. The combination "should be considered as
an early intervention therapy" given the lack of targeted treatment or vac-
cine for MERS, they wrote in the journal Nature Medicine.
A cousin to the SARS virus that erupted in China a decade ago, causing a
global health scare, Middle East Respiratory Syndrome (MERS) causes flu-
like symptoms, with fever and respiratory difficulties, but can also lead to
organ failure. According to a toll placed on the World Health Organisation
(WHO) website on August 30, the virus has killed 50 out of 108 known
cases of infection. Last week, Qatar and Saudi Arabia said three more fatali-
ties had occurred. It was not immediately clear whether these were included
in the 108 cases recorded by the UN's health agency.
The research, led by Heinz Feldmann of the US National Institutes of
Health (NIH), entailed infecting six monkeys with the virus.
Three were given shots of the drugs very soon -- just eight hours -- after
infection, which was followed up with additional doses at regular intervals
over three days. The three other monkeys were left untreated, to serve as a
comparison. The animals were then killed, and their bodies examined to
measure levels of virus and damage to tissues.
Work on the primates proceeded after researchers found that the drugs
inhibited the MERS virus in lab-dish cells. The researchers admit to limita-
tions in their work. The rhesus macaque is the only known animal substitute
for humans in experiments on MERS.
However, it tends to develop only mild or moderate forms of the disease. As
a result, the doctors are unsure whether the combination treatment is an
option for people with severe MERS. On the other hand, it may be possible
to treat humans later than was the case in the animal experiments, they say.
"The prolonged disease course in humans suggests the treatment window may be con-
siderably longer," says the paper.
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If you’re like most Americans you probably don’t get eight hours sleep
each night. But, if you also constantly feel exhausted, experience headaches
for no obvious reason or have high blood pressure, you could have a more
serious problem. That’s because these can all be the result of snoring—
which is, in turn, the most common symptom of a potentially serious health
problem—obstructive sleep apnea (OSA).
While most people think of snoring as a minor annoyance, research shows it
can be hazardous to your health.  That’s because for over 18 million Ameri-
cans it’s related to obstructive sleep apnea (OSA). People who suffer from
OSA repeatedly and unknowingly stop breathing during the night due to a
complete or partial obstruction of their airway.  It occurs when the jaw,
throat, and tongue muscles relax, blocking the airway used to breathe.  The
resulting lack of oxygen can last for a minute or longer, and occur hundreds
of times each night.  
Thankfully, most people wake when a complete or partial obstruction
occurs, but it can leave you feeling completely exhausted.  OSA has also
been linked to a host of health problems including:

Acid reflux
Frequent nighttime urination
Memory loss
Stroke
Depression
Diabetes
Heart attack
People over 35 are at higher risk.
OSA can be expensive to diagnosis and treat, and is not always covered by
insurance.  A sleep clinic will require an overnight visit (up to $5,000).
Doctors then analyze the data and prescribe one of several treatments.
These may require you to wear uncomfortable CPAP devices that force air
through your nose and mouth while you sleep to keep your airways open,
and may even include painful surgery.
Fortunately, there is now a comfortable, far less costly and invasive treat-
ment option available.  A recent case study published by Eastern Virginia
Medical School's Division of Sleep Medicine in the Journal of Clinical
Sleep Medicine concludes that wearing a simple chinstrap while you sleep
can be an effective treatment for OSA.
The chin strap, which is now available from a company called MySnoring-
Solution, works by supporting the lower jaw and tongue, preventing
obstruction of the airway.  It’s made from a high-tech, lightweight, and
super-comfortable material.  Thousands of people have used the MySno-
ringSolution chinstrap to help relieve their snoring symptoms, and they
report better sleeping, and better health overall because of it.
The “My Snoring Solution” Chinstrap is available exclusively from the
company’s website which is currently offering a limited time “2 for 1” offer.
The product also comes with a 100 percent satisfaction guarantee.
If you want to stop snoring once and for all, without expensive CPAP
devices or other intrusive devices, this may be the solution you’ve been
waiting for.  The free additional strap is great for travel or as a gift for a fel-
low sufferer.Best of all, this product comes with an unconditional 90-day,
money-back guarantee!

How to Find the Best Cell
Phone Service and Package

Cell phones have
become an indis-
pensible part of
our lives. The
next generation
won't even
remember what it
was like before
cell phones. More
than simply mak-
ing calls, cell
phones have

become multimedia devices of sorts. We can now text message, take pic-
tures, play games and surf the web on cell phones. But at the end of the day,
one of the most important decisions to make is the type of service plan
you'll need. Since the passing of the Wireless Telephone Number Portability
Act, keeping your cell number makes it even easier to switch providers.
Here are some questions to ask yourself as you choose a cell phone plan and
provider:

1. Is there a particular cell phone I absolutely must have?
Certain new phones are only available through exclusive deals with one pro-
vider. For example, the iPhone is only available through AT&T and Verizon.
The Blackberry Storm at its launch is only available with Verizon. Older
models tend to be available with any provider. Do your research to see if the
apple of your eye is available with the service provider you're thinking of
signing with.

2. What are my particular calling needs?
Every provider has different plans. Some, such as T-Mobile, offer specials
for your select group of favorites. Others such as AT&T have plans for those
who go to Canada on a frequent basis. Pay-as-you-go plans are also great
options for those with less than perfect credit or don't want to commit to a
long term contract. If you've already been using a cell phone with a pro-
vider, look at your bill to figure out how many minutes you use on a
monthly basis.
Generally speaking, going over your allotted minutes will be quite expen-
sive. Picking the right plan to fit your calling needs becomes even more
important.

3. Do I want to group cell phones under a family plan?
Family plans can be a great way to minimize your monthly costs. The
important caveat to this is making sure no one in the family will vastly
exceed the plan's allotted minutes. Family plans are not suitable as the pri-
mary business line for high demand use.

4. Is the cell phone provider's reception strong in my areas of frequent use?
Since different providers use different technologies and have different cell
towers, not all areas will experience the same reception. Even twenty years
after its introduction to the market, spotty cell phone reception is still the
number one complaint. If you will be using your cell at home or at the office
regularly, check to make sure you'll have adequate reception before signing
on the dotted line. One way to do this is to simply ask a friend with the ser-
vice provider in question to use their phone in your desired area. Another
way is to check with the service provider directly. For example, T-Mobile
has a coverage map at: http://www.t-mobile.com/coverage/.
Whatever your needs are, there is a plan out there for you. With careful
research and a few questions, you can find the perfect cell phone plan.

A New Solution That Stops
Snoring and Lets You Sleep
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Global sailing award nominates first
Arab woman

Raiya al-Habsi, of Oman,
was the first Arab woman
to be nominated on Tues-
day for the Rolex World
Sailor of the Year Awards,
a global prize for achieve-
ment in sailing. The 25-
year old sailor is among
four other women nomi-
nees from New Zealand
and the United States, the
world governing body for
sailing, the International

Sailing Federation (ISAF) has announced.
Habsi who has only learnt how to sail two years ago when she was selected
to join Oman Sail Women’s Sailing Program, was the first Omani woman to
compete in Britain’s world famous Rolex Fastnet Race.
“It is a first for an Arab woman and I hope it will greatly contribute towards
encouraging more women in the region to take up sailing and realise there
are no boundaries to what they can achieve. I hope it will also encourage
more Arab families to support their daughters, sisters and female relatives to
get involved in sailing,” said Habsi. Launched by ISAF in 1994 to recognise
the highest achievers in the sport, the 2013 World Sailor of the Year Awards
takes into account achievements by sailors across the globe from 1 Septem-
ber 2012 and 31 August 2013 in male and female categories.

Qatar says can accommodate winter
World Cup
The Qatar 2022 Supreme Committee, responsible for organizing the FIFA
World Cup in nine years’ time, said a decision to switch the competition to
winter will not affect its planning. The FIFA Executive Committee is cur-
rently meeting in Zurich to discuss the possibilities of switching the compe-
tition to winter due to mounting concerns over the summer temperatures in
Qatar, which can go up to 50 degrees. However, the Qatar 2022 committee
has reiterated its ability to host the World Cup in the summer, saying it is
still committed to providing cooling technologies for stadiums. “We are cur-
rently in a period of research and development to implement these environ-
mentally-friendly cooling technologies on a larger scale in our stadiums,
training pitches, fan zones and public areas for the 2022 FIFA World Cup,”
said a released statement. The committee says Qatar has already one cooled
stadium at Al Sadd Sports Club, retrofitted in 2008 adding that FIFA's
inspection team visited the stadium and experienced the cooling first-hand.
The World Cup usually takes place in June but FIFA President Sepp Blatter
admitted that it was a mistake to award a summer event to Qatar, which also
led to a controversial plan to switch the football tournament in the winter.
Europe's 54 football nations have said they are prepared to support the
switching from the summer heat, and would prefer playing in January. Qatar
won the rights to host to Football tournament for 2022 three years ago,
despite the bid being declared “high risk” by FIFA’s own inspection team
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2014 Toyota Tundra, 
toughening up: Motoramic Drives

It’s too bubbly,” said a respondent at a consumer clinic, talking about the ginormous
Toyota Tundra pickup. “It doesn’t look very big.”
Ouch. That had to hurt.
Actually, we know it hurt, because in response to that comment and many similar
ones Toyota received from customers over the years, Toyota heaped on the macho
when redesigning the 2014 Toyota Tundra.
While Toyota is calling this the “third-generation” Tundra, it is not a completely new
truck, but rather a “top-hat” refresh of the second-generation Tundra that Toyota has
been building in San Antonio since 2007. Due in showrooms starting in September,
the 2014 model brings new sheetmetal and a massively updated interior, but few
changes you can’t see while standing up. Still, the new look effectively projects more
than enough cajones to stand next to the freshened Dodge Ram, the ever-popular Ford
F-150, and the all-new 2014 Chevy Silverado/GMC Sierra twins.
Changes to the Tundra’s styling are extensive, with the most obvious being the new
front end. Each of the Tundra trims - which include SR, SR5, Limited, Platinum, and
the new, range-topping 1794 Edition - gets its own freight train-sized grille, and the
1794 Edition comes drenched in enough chrome to be visible from space. The front
and rear bumpers are new, too, featuring a modular three-piece design which can be
easily replaced as it collects dents and scratches.
Also new for 2014 are headlamps underscored by LED running lamps, and flared,
beveled fenders that impart the body sides with a more muscular and toned appear-
ance. Chunky, three-element taillamps flank the Tundra’s new tailgate, which now
incorporates an aero-enhancing spoiler lip designed to enhance fuel economy. Our
favorite bit can be found on the lower right corner of the tailgate, where the word
“TUNDRA” is embossed in all caps as a bit of retro whimsy. Similarly effective are
the changes made inside the Tundra’s massive cabin. Much of the cheap, scratch-
prone silver plastic on the dash and doors of last year’s Tundra has been replaced by
higher grade materials that even includes quilted, diamond-pattern simulated leather
on Platinum and 1794 trim levels (yes, quilting in a full-size truck). Even better, the
previous asymmetrical dashboard layout that rendered the radio way over toward the
passenger side has been replaced by a symmetrical design.
The infotainment systems themselves are now touch-screen style—6.1 inches for the
base SR trim and seven inches for all others—which look a little small in the Tundra’s
mile-wide dashboard, but on the upside, each system features some form of Toyota’s
slick Entune functions as well as Bluetooth connectivity, voice recognition for phone
commands, with higher trims getting navigation, predictive traffic information, a cus-
tomizable home screen, and apps such as Bing, Pandora, Facebook Places and Yelp.
We sampled all models except the stripper SR, and found that even the workaday SR5
featured nicely trimmed cloth seats and a sophisticated mix of materials on the dash
and doors. The classy Limited grade gets woodgrain trim on the dash, as well as
stitched faux leather. The more urban-themed Platinum grade gets the aforementioned
diamond-stitched dash treatment and faux aluminum, while the new 1794 trim (which
commemorates the founding year of the ranch in San Antonio on which the Tundra’s
assembly plant is now situated) gets simulated maple trim and genuine stitched
leather on the dashboard. Platinum and 1794 editions also receive Lexus-grade leather
upholstery—black in the Platinum and saddle brown leather with ultra-suede inserts
for the 1794. A backup camera is now standard across the board, which should be
music to the ears of anyone who has ever tried hooking a trailer without one (or paral-
lel parking a full-size pickup, for that matter). The trailering crowd will also appre-
ciate the relocated 4- and 7-pin trailer power port, which is integrated into the rear
bumper step conveniently nestled between the license plate and the bulb that illumi-
nates it, meaning that the pin connectors are illuminated, too. Driving the Tundra
revealed a familiar character. Toyota brought only V-8 models to the preview drive,
and we found that the carryover 4.6-liter V-8, which makes 310 hp and 327 lb-ft of
torque, has no problem motivating the huge truck with authority - at least when

empty. Loaded with gear, passengers, and a trailer, we expect it might not feel so
capable. That’s where the meaty 5.7-liter V-8, also carryover from 2012, comes in.
With 381 hp and 401 lb-ft of torque (and a gorgeous exhaust note to boot), the 5.7 has
no problem carrying heavy loads. Both engines come mated to a six-speed automatic
transmission with manual shift capability and, surprisingly, a separate “sport” mode
that holds gears a bit longer to keep the driver in the meat of the power band more
often. Standard and Double Cab models can be ordered with a 4.0-liter V-6 with 270
hp and 278 lb-ft of torque, paired to a five-speed automatic. Toyota did not bring this
powertrain along for the preview drive, but given that the 4.6-liter V-8 didn’t seem to
have much power to spare, we wouldn’t necessarily recommend this mill unless fuel
economy and cost are higher considerations than capability and performance.

While Toyota still does not offer heavy duty or diesel-powered versions of the Tun-
dra, it means for the Tundra to work hard, with maximum payload figures for Tundras
equipped with the 5.7-liter ranging between 1,410 pounds and two tons, and tow
capacities of 10,000 pounds and up. We don’t have the space to break down the tow-
ing and hauling specs of every powertrain and cab configuration, but suffice it to say
that, on paper, they can all get out of their own way, and take a lot of stuff along with
them. Out on the road, the 2014 Tundra can't avoid the jiggly ride quality of full-size
trucks with empty beds, but thanks to rear suspension revisions, it keeps its cool in
corners. Steering is a little slow off-center, but the brakes are strong, at least once the
driver depresses the pedal far enough down; a crisper-feeling brake pedal would be
welcome. Another shortcoming of the Tundra involves outward vision, particularly in
longer cab configurations where the distant rear window and further back, the high
tailgate make for a slim view through the rearview mirror. Up front, the view over the
domed hood from so high a perch also does not afford the driver much of an idea
where the front stops or where the wheels are tracking, rendering lane-keeping a
drive-by-feel situation. One area where Toyota has clearly done its homework is in
the noise department, as the Tundra is wonderfully quiet at all road speeds.
Pricing has yet to be released, but all told, the Tundra update can be considered a suc-
cess. It got stronger styling and a great interior with upgraded materials and a host of
handy technology. And if nothing else, it doesn’t look bubbly.
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Islamists’ riposte to Miss World:
‘Veiled only’ beauty pageant

By Angela Dewan – JAKARTA - The finale of a beauty pageant exclusively
for Muslim women will take place in the Indonesian capital Wednesday9-17-
2013, in a riposte to the Miss World contest in Bali that has drawn fierce
opposition from Islamic radicals. Twenty contestants will show off the latest
Islamic fashion trends in the Muslimah World pageant and will also take part
in other activities, such as reciting the Koran, aimed at demonstrating their
piety. "We're just trying to show the world that Islam is beautiful," said Oba-
biyi Aishah Ajibola, a 21-year-old contestant from Nigeria, one of six coun-
tries represented at the pageant. "We are free and the hijab (Muslim head-
scarf) is our pride." The contestants -- who can only enter the competition if
they wear a headscarf -- have undergone three days of "spiritual training" in
the run-up to the final in Jakarta, waking up before dawn to pray together and
sharpen their Koranic reading skills.
Organisers say they want to show Muslim women there is an alternative to
the idea of beauty put forward by the British-run Miss World pageant, and
also want to show that opposition to the pageant can be expressed non-
violently. Organiser Eka Shanti, who founded the pageant three years ago
after losing her job as TV news anchor for refusing to remove her headscarf,
bills the contest as "Islam's answer to Miss World".
"This year we deliberately held our event just before the Miss World final to
show that there are alternative role models for Muslim women," she said.
It is a starkly different approach to the groups of Islamic radicals who have
taken to the streets in recent weeks to protest Miss World, denouncing the
contest as "pornography" and burning effigies of the organisers.
Despite a pledge by organisers to drop the famous bikini round for the
pageant in the world's most populous Muslim-majority country, radical anger
was not appeased and the protest movement snowballed.
The government finally bowed to the mounting pressure and ordered the
whole three-week pageant be moved to Hindu-majority Bali, where it opened
on September 8.Later rounds and the final, on September 28, had originally
been scheduled to be held in and around Jakarta, where there is considerable
hardline influence. While beauty is very much at the heart of Muslimah
World -- contestants' height and weight is shown on the pageant's website and
it is sponsored by a halal make-up brand -- the contestants' piety is also a big
factor. More than 500 contestants competed in online rounds to get to the
final in Indonesia, one of which involved the contenders comparing stories of
how they came to wear the headscarf.
On Wednesday night, contestants will retell these stories and answer ques-
tions from judges at the final in a Jakarta shopping mall, and the 20 finalists
will be whittled down to four before a winner is crowned.
"What I will be looking for is strength of personality -- someone with a
vision for the future, who gives back to their community and shows that
beauty is not just about bodies," said Jameyah Sheriff, an education expert
from Malaysia who is on the judging panel. Shanti said the contest was first
held in 2011 and was then only open to Indonesians but it proved so popular
that it was opened up to international entrants.
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