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F. Murray Abraham, actor,
Academy Award winner for
role in Amadeus, father is
from Syria
Paula Abdul, actress, dancer,
Jewish Syrian descent
Moustapha Akkad, film pro-
ducer, Syrian-American
Malek Jandali, composer &
pianist, Syrian-American
Ferras Alqaisi, singer-
songwriter, Jordanian-
American
Tige Andrews, actor, Syrian-
American
Jawahir Ahmed, model,
Somali-American
Jeff Becerra, Death metal
musician, Arab Mexican ori-
gin Yasmine Bleeth, Actress
("Baywatch") Father is of
Lebanese ancestry, mother is
of partial Algerian descent.
Dick Dale, surf rock guitar-
ist, father was of Lebanese
descent [18]
Jenna Dewan, film/TV
actress (Step Up), half-
Lebanese[19]
Mohammed El-Bakkar,
singer and band-leader, Leb-
anese immigrant to Brooklyn
Shannon Elizabeth, film
actress ("American Pie",
"Scary Movie"),[20] Leba-
nese and Syrian ancestry
Emilio Estefan, Cuban-born,
manager and producer of
wife Gloria Estefan, Leba-
nese ancestry
Amy Fadhli, fitness model,
actress and winner of the Fit-
ness America National
Champion 1996, Iraqi father
Rima Fakih, Miss USA
2010, Lebanese immigrant
Jamie Farr, character actor,
Lebanese[21]
Khrystyne Haje, actress on
Head of the Class, Lebanese
descent
Ray Hanania, standup come-
dian Humor Website. View
Hanania's comedy online
video. Palestinian American.
Best known for his public
high profile battle at Zanies
with comedian Jackie Mason
in August 2002 New York
Times Story on Mason-
Hanania.
Teri Hatcher, actress, mother
of Syrian ancestry
Salma Hayek, actress,
(Mexican father of Leba-
nese-Assyrian ancestry), nat-
uralized US citizen
Iman (model), Fashion
model and actress Somali
ancestry
Paul Jabara, actor, singer,
songwriter, Lebanese ances-
try Anissa Jones, actress,
Lebanese grandparents
Aron Kader, comedian, Pal-
estinian ancestry
Remi Kanazi, performance
poet, Palestinian descent[22]
Casey Kasem, radio person-
ality and voice actor,[23]
Lebanese Druze descent
Kerri Kasem, TV hostess,
Lebanese descent; daughter
of Casey *Chris Kattan,
actor and comedian, Iraqi-
Jewish descent on father's
side
Catherine Keener, actress,
Lebanese ancestry on
mother's side
Khaled Khaled, a.k.a. DJ

Khaled popular Hip-Hop DJ
for Fat Joe's Terror Squad
group, Palestinian ancestry
Ronnie Khalil, comedian and
writer, Egyptian ancestry .
Herbert Khaury, aka Tiny
Tim, musician, Lebanese
father [24]
Kurtis Mantronik, born Kur-
tis el Khaleel, remixer and
producer, founding member
of 1980s old school hip hop
group Mantronix, Syrian
father
Kristy McNichol, co-star on
"Family" and "Empty Nest",
[25] Lebanese descent
Wentworth Miller, actor on
Prison Break, Lebanese-
Syrian from maternal grand-
mother[26]
Najee Mondalek, actor/
playwright, Lebanese
descent
Alissa Musto, singer/pianist,
of partial Arab descent. She
has sold records in Germany
and New Zealand and has
received radio time in Aus-
tralia.
Kathy Najimy, actress, Leba-
nese descent [27]
George Noory radio broad-
caster of late-night paranor-
mal-themed radio talk show
Coast to Coast AM, Leba-
nese[28]
Jehane Noujaim, film direc-
tor, Egyptian-American[29]
Dean Obeidallah, comedian,
Palestinian father [30]
Naomi Shihab Nye, poet/
songwriter, Palestinian
father[31]
Heather Raffo, actress/
playwright, Iraqi father
Tom Shadyac, comedian,
Lebanese
Tony Shalhoub, three-time
Emmy Award-winning tele-
vision actor on Monk, Leba-
nese[32]
Alia Shawkat, actress on
Arrested Development, Iraqi
father
Soraya, singer/songwriter,
mother is part-Lebanese
James Stacy, actor, father is
of Lebanese descent
Vic Tayback, actor, Syrian
parents
Paola Turbay, actress, father
is of Lebanese descent
Danny Thomas, actor, Leba-
nese parents [33]
Marlo Thomas, actress,
father of Lebanese descent
Tony Thomas, producer,
Lebanese descent
Tiffany (American singer),
born Tiffany Renee Darwish,
singer, father is of Lebanese
descent
Vince Vaughn, actor
(paternal grandmother was
of Lebanese descent)
Elliott Yamin, singer (Jewish
Iraqi father)
Amy Yasbeck, actress, father
is of Lebanese ancestry
David Yazbek, songwriter
and musician, half Lebanese
Frank Zappa, musician, part
Lebanese father[34]
Jerry Seinfeld, actor and
comedian, Syrian Jewish

mother
Wendie Malick, actress,
Egyptian father

Politics

James Abdnor, U.S. Senator
(R-S.D.) (1981–1987)
James Abourezk, U.S. Sena-
tor (D-S.D.) (1973–1979)
(Lebanese ancestry)[35]
Spencer Abraham, U.S. Sec-
retary of Energy (2001–
2005) and U.S. Senator (R-
Mich.) (1995–2001)
(Lebanese ancestry)
Justin Amash, U.S. Repre-
sentative, (R-Mich.)2009–)
Palestinian and Syrian
descent
Victor G. Atiyeh, Governor
of Oregon (R) (1979–1987)
John Baldacci, Governor of
Maine (D) (2003– )

(Lebanese mother)
Pat Danner, U.S. Congress-
woman (D-Mo.) (1993–
2001)
Brigitte Gabriel, pro-Israel
activist and founder of the
American Congress For
Truth (immigrated from Leb-
anon)
Philip Charles Habib, Under
Secretary of State for Politi-
cal Affairs and Special
Envoy to Ronald Reagan
(Lebanese)
Lisa Halaby (a.k.a. Queen
Noor), Queen-consort of Jor-
dan and wife of King Huss-
ein of Jordan (father is of
Syrian descent)
Darrell Issa, U.S. Congress-
man (R-Cal.) (2001– )
(Lebanese father)
Chris John, U.S. Congress-
man (D-La.) (1997–2005)
(Lebanese ancestry)
Abraham Kazen, U.S. Con-
gressman (D-Texas) (1967–
1985) (Lebanese ancestry)
Ray LaHood, U.S. Congress-
man (R-Ill.) (1995–2009),
U.S. Secretary of Transporta-
tion (2009– ) (Lebanese and
Jordanian ancestry)
George J. Mitchell, U.S.
Senator (D-Maine) (1980–
1995) (Lebanese mother)
Jimmy Naifeh, the Speaker
of the Tennessee House of

Representatives (D)
(Lebanese ancestry)
Mary Rose Oakar, U.S. Con-
gresswoman (D-Ohio)
(1977–1993)
Jeanine Pirro, former West-
chester County District
Attorney and New York
Republican attorney general
candidate (Lebanese parents)
Nick Rahall, U.S. Congress-
man (D-W.Va.) (1977– )
(Lebanese ancestry)
Donna Shalala, U.S. Secre-
tary of Health and Human
Services (1993–2001)
(Lebanese parents)
John E. Sununu, U.S. Sena-
tor (R-N.H.) (2003–2009)
(father is of Lebanese and
Palestinian ancestry)
John H. Sununu, Governor
of New Hampshire (R)
(1983–1989) and Chief of

Staff to George H.W. Bush
(Lebanese and Palestinian
ancestry)

Sports

Hocine Khalfi, Algerian-
American Pro Boxer
Justin Abdelkader, an Ameri-
can ice hockey forward play-
ing for the Detroit Red
Wings of the National
Hockey League (NHL).
Omar Hassan, pro Skate-
boarder [36]
Dina Al-Sabah, She is of
Kuwaiti descent.
Doug Flutie, NFL player
(Lebanese)
Jeff George, NFL quarter-
back (Lebanese descent)
Sam Khalifa, MLB baseball
player
Khalid Khannouchi, athlete
marathon runner (Moroccan)
Bobby Rahal (Lebanese
ancestry)
Damien Sandow WWE
wrestler
Rony Seikaly [37] (Lebanese
descent)
Kelly Slater, professional
surfer (Syrian descent)
Brandon Saad, NHL player
Joe Lahoud, MLB player for
Boston & California
(Lebanese desecnt)
Faryd Mondrag?n, MLS

player for Philadelphia
Union (Lebanese Parents)
Alaa Abdelnaby, Played for
Duke and 5 years in the
NBA (Egypt)
Gibran Hamdan, NFL QB
(Palestinian and Pakistani
descent)
Tarek Saleh, Former NFL
LB/FB for the Carolina Pan-
thers and Cleveland Browns.
Soony Saad, MLS player for
Sporting Kansas City

Writers

Gibran Khalil Gibran, author
and member of the New
York Pen League, well
known for his best-selling
book The Prophet Lebanese
immigrant.
Diana Abu-Jaber, novelist,
author of Arabian Jazz and
Crescent
Elia Abu Madi, poet, pub-
lisher and member of the
New York Pen League
Etel Adnan, poet, essayist,
and visual artist
Lorraine Ali, (Iraqi) reporter,
editor, culture writer and
music critic for Newsweek.
William Peter Blatty, author
of The Exorcist
Catherine Filloux, French-
Algerian-American play-
wright
Elmaz Abinader,poet, play-
wright, memoirist, writer
Suheir Hammad, poet, play-
wright, artist, Tony Award
winner, 2003 (Russel Sim-
mons Presents Def Poetry
Jam on Broadway)
Ray Hanania, award winning
journalist Hanania's Bio;
Managing Editor of The
Arab Daily News; and, Pres-
ident and CEO of Urban
Strategies Group media and
political consultants.
Samuel John Hazo, State
Poet of Pennsylvania
Lawrence Joseph, poet
Daoud Kuttab, award win-
ning Palestinian journalist.
Ferris professor of journal-
ism at Princeton University
Lisa Suhair Majaj, poet and
literary scholar
Jack Marshall (author), poet
and author (Iraqi father/
Syrian mother)
Khaled Mattawa, poet and
recipient of an Academy of
American Poets award
Claire Messud, author,
Algerian
Mikhail Naimy, Nobel Prize-
nominated author and mem-
ber of the New York Pen
League; well-known works
include The Book of Mirdad
and a biography of Khalil
Gibran
Naomi Shihab Nye, poet
Ameen Rihani, "father of
Arab American literature,"
member of the New York
Pen League and author of
The Book of Khalid, the first
Arab American novel in
English; also an ambassador
Abraham Rihbany, writer on
politics and religion

Anthony Shadid [38]
Mona Simpson, author of
Anywhere but Here
Suzy Kassem, (Egyptian) film
director, writer and poet

Others

Anwar al-Awlaki believed by
US officials to be a recruiter
involved in planning terrorist
operations for the Islamist
militant group al-Qaeda.
Saint Raphael of Brooklyn,
The first Orthodox bishop to
be consecrated in North
America, born as Raphael
Hawaweeny in Beirut of
Damascene Syrian parents.
Joseph Abboud (1950 – ),
menswear fashion designer
and author[39] (Lebanese
descent)
Reem Acra – Is an interna-
tionally known Lebanese
fashion designer.
Nihad Awad, Palestinian &
founding Executive Director
of largest Muslim civil rights
organization in the U.S.,
Council on American Islamic
Relations (CAIR)
Wahbi Al-Hariri, artist and
architect (Syrian) Knight of
the Ordre des Arts et des Let-
tres (fr.)
Rosemary Barkett, federal
judge and first woman Justice
and Chief Justice on the Flor-
ida Supreme Court (Syrian)
Zaida Ben-Yusuf (1869–
1933) portrait photographer.
Ben-Yusuf was born in Lon-
don to an Algerian Muslim
father and a German mother
of Algerian descent. She
immigrated to New York in
1897.[40]
Charles Bishop suicide by
plane crash in Tampa Florida,
grandson of Syrian immi-
grant[41][42]
Hussein Ibish (Lebanese)
Nabil Kanso, artist (Lebanese
descent)
Nidal Malik Hasan suspect in
Fort Hood shootings
Candice Lightner, founder of
(Mothers Against Drunk
Driving) MADD (Lebanese
mother)[43]
Edward L. Masry, lawyer
(Lebanese descent)
Walid Rabah
Karim Rashid (Lebanese
descent)
Zainab Salbi co-founder and
president for Women for
Women International (Iraqi)
Nadya Suleman, "Octomom",
father is Iraqi
John Zogby, pollster for
Zogby International
(Lebanese descent)
James Zogby, Arab-American
civil rights activist (Arab-
American Institute); brother
of John (Lebanese descent)

Arab American history..2
Arab Americans
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Arab American history..2
Politics

Today, Arab Americans as a
group tend to vote more
Democratic than Republican.
In a recent 2007 Zogby poll
62% of Arab Americans vote
Democratic, while only 25%
vote Republican.[17] The
percentage of Arabs voting
Democratic increased
sharply after the Iraq War
and is likely to have
increased further since the
Obama election. However, a
number of prominent Arab
American politicians are
Republicans, including for-
mer New Hampshire Senator
John E. Sununu, and Califor-
nia Congressman Darrell
Issa, who was the driving
force behind the state's 2003
recall election that removed
Democratic Governor Gray
Davis from office. The
strong sense of family values
characteristic of Arab Ameri-
cans does not necessarily
translate to Republican val-
ues in Arab American states-
men, however; the first
woman Supreme Court Chief
Justice in Florida, Rosemary
Barkett, is known for her
dedication to progressive
values and has been publicly
criticized by Republican pol-
iticians at various stages of
her career.
Arab Americans gave
George W. Bush a majority
of their votes in 2000. How-
ever, as a group they backed
John Kerry in 2004 and
Barack Obama in 2008.
According to a 2000 Zogby
poll, 52% of Arab Americans
are pro-life, 74% support the
death penalty, 76% are in
favor of stricter gun control,
and 86% want to see an inde-
pendent Palestinian state.
[18]

Festivals

While the spectrum of Arab
heritage includes 22 coun-
tries, their combined heritage
is often celebrated in cultural
festivals around the United
States.

New York City
The Annual Arab-American
& North African Street Festi-
val was founded in 2002 by
the Network of Arab-
American Professionals of
NY (NAAP-NY). Located in
downtown Manhattan, on
Great Jones Street between
Lafayette & Broadway, the
Festival attracts an estimated
15,000 people, in addition to
over 30 Arab and North Afri-
can vendors along with an
all-day live cultural perfor-
mance program representing
performers from across the
Arab world.
The New York Arab-
American Comedy Festival
was founded in 2003 by
comedian Dean Obeidallah
and comedienne Maysoon
Zayid. Held annually each
fall, the festival showcases
the talents of Arab-American
actors, comics, playwrights

and filmmakers, and chal-
lenges as well as inspires fel-
low Arab-Americans to
create outstanding works of
comedy. Participants include
actors, directors, writers and
comedians.

Seattle
Of particular note is Arab-
Fest in Seattle, begun in
1999. The festival includes
all 22 of the Arab countries,
with a souk marketplace, tra-
ditional and modern music,
an authentic Arab coffee-
house, an Arabic spelling bee
and fashion show. Lectures
and workshops explore the
rich culture and history of
the Arab peoples, one of the
world's oldest civilizations.
Also of new interest is the
Arabic rap concert, including

the NW group Sons of
Hagar, showcasing the politi-
cal and creative struggle of
Arabic youth.

Phoenix
In 2008, the first annual
Arab American Festival in
Arizona was held on Novem-
ber 1 and 2 in Glendale, Ari-
zona. More than 40,000
attendees over the two-day
event, More than 35 interna-
tional singers, dancers and
musicians from all over the
Arab World perform 20
Hours of live entertainment
on stage. Activities include
folklore shows, an interna-
tional food court, hookah
lounge, kids rides and booth
vendors, open to the public,
Free Admission, Official
web site http://
ArabAmericanFestival.Com

California

The Annual Arab American
Day Festival is a three-day
cultural and entertainment
event held in Orange County.
Activities include book and
folk arts exhibitions, speeches
from community leaders in
the county, as well as music
and poetry, dancing singing,
traditional food, hookah and
much more. Official website
http://www.aafestival.com

Wisconsin
Since 1996, Milwaukee's
Arab World Fest has been part
of the summer festival season
and is held during the second
weekend of August. This
three day event hosts music,
culture and food celebrating
the 22 Arabic countries. The
festival features live entertain-
ment, belly dancing, hookah

rental, camel rides, cooking
demonstrations, a children's
area and great Arabic food. A
fun, family friendly festival
on Milwaukee's lake front.
Official website http://
www.arabworldfest.com

Famous Arab Americans

List : Academics

Imad-ad-Dean Ahmad teaches
religion, science and freedom
at the University of Maryland,
College Park and directs the
Minaret of Freedom Institute.
[1][2]
Ismail al-Faruqi, philosopher,
professor
Fouad Ajami, Professor of
International Relations
Saddeka Arebi, professor of
anthropology at UC Berkeley
Mostafa El-Sayed, chemical
physicist, a leading nanosci-
ence researcher. Also known

for the spectroscopy rule
named after him, the El-
Sayed rule
Farouk El-Baz, an Egyptian
American scientist who
worked with NASA
Elias Corey, organic chemis-
try professor at Harvard Uni-
versity and 1990 Nobel Prize
winner in Chemistry[3]
(Lebanese parents)
Ahmed Ismail Samatar,
prominent writer, professor
and former dean of the Insti-
tute for Global Citizenship at
Macalester College, Somali
ancestry
Nawal M. Nour, an obstetri-
cian and gynecologist and
2003 Genius Award winner
(Sudanese).[4]
Michael E. DeBakey, pio-
neering American-Lebanese
cardiovascular surgeon and

researcher[5]
Nassim Nicholas Taleb, Pro-
fessor of Mathematics at the
Polytechnic Institute of New
York University
Charles Elachi, Professor of
electrical engineering and
planetary science at Caltech
and director of the Jet Pro-
pulsion Laboratory
(Lebanese)
Taher ElGamal, Inventor of
the ElGamal discrete log
cryptosystem and the ElGa-
mal signature scheme.
Samih Farsoun Sociology
professor at the American
University [6]
Fawaz Gerges, ABC analyst,
professor, regular guest on
Oprah's Anti-war series
(Lebanese parents)
Michel T. Halbouty, Leba-
nese-American geologist and
geophysicist, pioneer in oil
field research[7][8][9]
Philip S. Khoury, Ford Inter-

national Professor of History
and Associate Provost at the
Massachusetts Institute of
Technology (Lebanese)
Edward Said, Palestinian-
American literary theorist
and former professor at
Columbia University
Mohammed Adam El-
Sheikh, executive director of
the Fiqh Council of North
America.[10] (Sudanese)
Donna Shalala, President of
the University of Miami
(Lebanese)
Fawwaz Ulaby, Former Vice
President for Research of the
University of Michigan and
first Arab-American winner
of the IEEE Edison Medal
(Syrian origin)
Ahmed Zewail, Egyptian-
American professor at Cal-
tech and winner of the 1999

Nobel Prize in Chemistry.
Elias Zerhouni, Algerian-
American director of the
National Institutes of Health,
appointed by George W.
Bush in May 2002,
Nada Shabout, Professor of
Art History at University of
North Texas.

Business

Steve Jobs, founder of
Apple. Moose Scheib,
founder and CEO of Loan-
mod.com and inventor of the
modern day loan modifica-
tion . Najeeb Halaby, former
head of Federal Aviation
Administration and CEO of
Pan-American Airlines, and
father of Queen Noor of Jor-
dan (Syrian father) [11]
Steve Jobs, head of Apple,
biological father was Syrian
[12].Mario Kassar, formerly
headed Carolco Pictures [13]

(Lebanese)
John J. Mack, CEO of
investment bank Morgan
Stanley (Lebanese parents)
[14]
Joe Sitt Real Estate devel-
oper and founder of Thor
Equities (Syrian grandpar-
ents)
Sam Maloof (Lebanese par-
ents)
Musse Olol, Chairman of the
Somali American Council of
Oregon (SACOO), Somali
ancestry
Maloof family, (The Maloof
family is a Lebanese family
which owns numerous busi-
ness properties in the West-
ern United States, majority
owners of the Sacramento
Kings and the Palms Casino
Hotel in Paradise, Nevada,
Nevada
Sam Moore, the founder and
president of Thomas Nelson
Publishers, the largest world-
wide distributor of the Bible
Paul Orfalea, Nicknamed
"Kinko", entrepreneur,
founder the copy-chain
Kinko's. (parents of Leba-
nese descent)
Farouk Shami, founder of
Farouk systems, a Houston
based company that manu-
factures hair care and spa
products like CHI hair Irons
(Palestinian)
Joseph Jacobs, founder of
Jacobs Engineering, one of
the leading engineering firms
in the US (Lebanese)
Alec Gores, founder of Gores
Group. On the Forbes list of
billionaires. (Palestinian)
Tom Gores, founder and
CEO of Platinum Equity. On
the Forbes list of billionaires.
(Palestinian)
Sam Gores, founder of talent
agency Paridigm Agency. On
the Forbes list of billion-
aires.[15] (Palestinian)

Media

Jim Avila, correspondent for
ABC News "20/20", half
Lebanese
Jamal Dajani, television pro-
ducer and Middle East ana-
lyst, Palestinian
Hala Gorani, CNN anchor,
Syrian [16]
Ray Hanania, Former Chi-
cago City Hall Political
Reporter (1976-1992) Hana-
nia Bio; Managing Editor of
The Arab Daily News online
newspaper; Syndicated Col-
umnist with Creators Syndi-
cate. Palestinian American.
Hoda Kotb, TV host and
journalist, Egyptian descent
Anthony Shadid, journalist,
Lebanese descent
Helen Thomas, journalist,
Lebanese

Military

John Abizaid, Lebanese[17]
James Jabara, Lebanese
George Joulwan, Lebanese
Ahmed Qusai al-Taayie, a
specialist in the United States
Army who was kidnapped by
insurgents in Baghdad, Iraq,
on October 23, 2006

Performers

Arab Americans
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American documentary celebrates a Muslim WWII heroine

By Nabila Pathan 

It was the story of an
unlikely war hero; a Muslim
woman, in her late twenties,
who sacrificed her life as a
British secret agent that
caught the attention of Exec-
utive Film Producers Alex
Kronemer and Michael
Wolfe. Five years on and the
story of Noor Inayet Khan
has been made into 60 min-
ute docudrama film by
Unity Productions Founda-
tion (UPF). The film
“Enemy of the Reich: The
Noor Inayet Khan Story”
has already premiered across
several cities in the U.S.
over the past few months
and this week it crossed the
Atlantic and was premiered
in London at the Tricycle
Theatre.
The story, re-told through
the narration of Academy
Award winning actor Helen
Mirren and including inter-
views with experts and reen-
actments starring Grace Sri-
nivasan, will be broadcast
nationwide in the U.S. on
the Public Broadcasting Ser-
vice (PBS) on September 9
this year.

Depictions of Muslims

Speaking to Al Arabiya
News, Alex Kronemer
explains that there are:
“literally thousands of
movies and documentaries
about WWII and that sel-
dom do we see Muslims
depicted in any context.” In
their search, for unsung
WWII Muslim heroes, they

stumbled on multiple stories
of Muslims who provided
shelter to Jews or supported
allied forces. The story of
the first female radio opera-
tor of Indian and American
heritage, sent into Nazi-
occupied France, was partic-
ularly alluring because of
the “inclusive humanity” she
represented.
In order to remain authentic
in the depiction of the Noor
Inayat Khan character,
Kronemer and his team
meticulously consulted with
most published books relat-
ing to Noor and had access
to many private letters, jour-
nal entries, and other docu-
ments. Kronemer goes on to
explain: “We engaged an
international group of schol-
ars and two family members
as we further researched her
life and this story. We took a
particular focus on Noor’s
spiritual life, and looked at
how her father’s religious
and spiritual teachings that
had a big impact on her later
life.”

Stumbling on difficulty

But in accessing records
from the French authorities,
the team stumbled on diffi-
culty as Michael Wolfe
explains in an interview
with ToledoFavs: “The
French activities during the
Second World War are
shameful — and they are
ashamed of it even
today...they don’t like to dis-
cuss the subject much …
because the French govern-
ment essentially collabo-
rated with the Germans.”

Noor’s decision to join the
war effort is all the more
intriguing given that she was
raised in a pacifist Sufi
household. Khan’s father,
Hazrat Inayat Khan, was one
of the leading spiritual fig-
ures of Sufi Islam across
Europe and in 1914 being
the founder a Sufi order in
London. According to
Wolfe: “In the 1910s and
1020s, Western philosophers
and politicians and histori-
ans and many other edu-
cated people were looking
for answers outside the
Western tradition. There was
an idea that the Western tra-
dition was in need of rejuve-
nation, of cross-pollination,
and there was a great influx
of teaching and practices
from India.”
Whilst the contributions of
many Arab and Indian fight-
ers during World War II
remains limited in the public
domain, the story of Noor
Inayet Khan is one of the
few if not, the only, to have
gained traction in recent
years. The largest volunteer
force in history to support
the efforts of WWII were
composed of 2.5 million
men and women from the
Asian subcontinent.

Noor’s story

In September 1944, Noor
was executed at the age of
30 in the Dachau concentra-
tion camp, Germany. Her
final word to be recorded
before she was killed by fir-
ing squad was “Liberte.” For
her bravery, she was posthu-
mously awarded the George
Cross in in 1949. Recently,
British Prime Minister
David Cameron commended
Noor for her “bravery,”
“indomitable courage” and
“inspirational self-sacrifice.”
Earlier this year, the Royal
Mail commemorated her
achievements by featuring
her portrait on first class
stamps.
When the docudrama airs on
national television in the
U.S., the story of Noor
Inayet Khan will potentially
reach an audience of mil-
lions, many of whom would
have not previously known
of the war heroine. For the
filmmakers, the release of
the film comes at an impor-
tant time when mistrust of
Muslims and Islamophobia
is a heightened issue across
America and the use of sto-
rytelling is an important tool
to help build understanding
of differences. Following
the national broadcast, the
film will be made available
for grassroots dialogues that
promote interfaith under-
standing. 

  .U.   .S.  . A.
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Egypt
Egyptian President
lands in Sudan for

lightning visit
By Ian Timberlake – KHARTOUM
Egyptian President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi landed in Islamist
neighbour Sudan on Friday for a lightning visit, which an ana-
lyst said would attempt to shore up a regional alliance against
Islamic "terrorism".
A photographer at Khartoum airport confirmed the Egyptian
leader's plane had touched down and said Sisi, wearing a dark
suit and sunglasses, left about two hours later.
The official SUNA news agency said Sisi was "on a short
visit" for talks with President Omar al-Bashir.
"The two presidents held talks at the Guest House on bilateral
relations and issues of mutual concern," SUNA said.
About 300 Islamists protested the visit outside a downtown
Khartoum mosque, a witness said.
Sisi arrived a day after he told the African Union summit in
Equatorial Guinea the continent must reinforce cooperation to
face a "plague" of cross-border terrorist groups.
He took a similar message to Algeria on Wednesday during his
first foreign trip since his election in May.
"Egypt, the Gulf countries and now Algeria -- Egypt is trying
to build a regional alliance to fight Islamic terrorism," Univer-
sity of Khartoum political scientist Safwat Fanous said.
"So they would like to see Sudan as part of this alliance in
order to isolate Qatar and Turkey, who are... the main support-
ers of the (Muslim) Brotherhood Movement."
Egypt jointly ruled Sudan with Britain until 1956.
Sisi, while he was still army chief, toppled Islamist president
Mohamed Morsi last July. Sisi then won the May presidential
poll by a landslide after crushing the opposition.
Egypt designated Morsi's Muslim Brotherhood movement a
terrorist organisation in December and its members have been
subjected to a crackdown which has left more than 1,400 peo-
ple dead and at least 15,000 jailed.
Saudi Arabia also declared the Brotherhood a "terrorist" organ-
isation, and it is banned in many Gulf countries.
Before his ouster, Morsi visited Sudan in a visit which Presi-
dent Bashir's office hailed as "historic".
Bashir's 25-year-old regime relies on a base of support which
is essentially the same as the Muslim Brotherhood, although it
does not use that name.
Sudan is close to regionally-isolated Qatar, which was accused
of backing groups like the Brotherhood.
Qatar's emir, Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani, visited
Sudan in April and pledged $1 billion (730 million euros) to
help boost cash-strapped Khartoum's hard currency reserves.
But Khartoum's ties to Doha do not preclude its rejecting
advances from Sisi, Fanous said.
"In politics there are no permanent friends, nor permanent ene-
mies," he said. "I think it all depends on who will benefit the
regime better."
Sudan has a debt of more than $40 billion, much of it in
arrears, and has been under American sanctions since 1997.
Adding to the country's isolation, diplomatic and other sources
said in March that major European and Saudi banks had
stopped dealing with Sudan.
The country has been plagued by inflation, a declining cur-
rency and lack of reserves since South Sudan separated three
years ago with most of Sudan's oil production.
Egypt's political turmoil that began with the ouster of longtime
autocrat Hosni Mubarak in 2011 has had a ruinous effect on its
economy, although Gulf states have pledged billions in support
for Cairo since Morsi's ouster.
Sisi, however, is unlikely to have any financial aid to offer
Sudan.
"But he may mediate between Sudan on the one side, and the
West and the Gulf countries on the other side," to ease eco-
nomic pressures on Khartoum, he said.
On another issue, Fanous said Sisi likely wants Sudan's help to
mediate a dispute with Ethiopia over the Grand Renaissance
dam under construction in that country.
Egypt has expressed particular fears that the dam project could
diminish the supply of Nile River water on which it is almost
entirely dependent.
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Lebanon

who might be behind the
attacks though, he said that
“the maestro is one and the
players are multiple.”

Investigation

Military prosecutor Saqr
Saqr ordered an investiga-
tion to get under way. Until
it comes back with results it
will be hard to say who is
behind the attacks. That
being said, ISIS has quickly
released claims when it was
involved in attacks in the
past, as have other Islamist
extremist groups such as
Jabhat al-Nusra, the Abdul-
lah Azzam Brigades, or
Fatah al-Islam.
Friday’s raid however did
include a French national
recruited by ISIS to perform
a suicide attack, according
to Lebanon’s The Daily Star.
There have also been claims
by local figures in Leba-
non’s northern city of Trip-
oli that certain Islamist and
Salafi figures are working
with ISIS or at least afford
their sympathy to the extre-
mists.
ISIS fingerprints may or
may not be on the bomb
blast; this is currently
unclear. But ISIS has made
its presence felt by Lebanon
in the past and is likely to do
so in the future, if Friday’s
hotel raid and the subse-
quent bombings experienced
over the last week are any-
thing to go by.

cal movement, in coopera-
tion with the Syrian regime,
undertook an operation to
win back Syrian towns
along the Lebanese border
in order to cease the string
of suicide bombings in Leb-
anon. The bombings
stopped, but many analysts
believe that operatives from
various Syrian opposition
and Islamist groups took
shelter in Lebanon.
A security source, speaking
anonymously since he
wasn’t given permission to
speak to the media, said that
these operatives fled the
Syrian border with Lebanon
and have now dispersed
throughout the country, hol-
ing up in places like border
villages, mountainous
regions mostly, though some
may have gone as far as
places like Akkar and Trip-
oli, in north Lebanon.
And now after just a few
months of peace and quiet,
the bombs are back.
“…cutting off bombings
was never going to be per-
manent,” was part of a tweet
from Charles Lister, a visit-
ing fellow at Brookings
Doha Center who closely
follows the Syrian crisis and
its repercussions in neigh-
boring countries.
In regard to the role ISIS
plays however, Dr. Haytham
Mouzahem, an expert on
Islamist movements said it
was “too soon to speculate.”
While not directly accusing

After three months of rela-
tive security, Lebanon has
been rocked by two car
bombs in just four days,
the second hitting a check-
point near Tayyouneh in
Beirut late Monday night
while locals were watching
a World Cup match.
On Friday, a suicide
bomber detonated himself
near a checkpoint in Dahr
al Baydar, on a road that
links Beirut to the Bekaa
Valley and the Syrian bor-
der. Also on Friday, a hotel
in the tourist-friendly
Hamra district was raided
with local media claiming
they arrested operatives
from the Islamic State of
Iraq and the Levant (ISIS),
an Islamist extremist group
that gained prominence
fighting in Syria and made
international news earlier
this month with a storm
operation through large
parts of Iraq.
Linking the events may
lead some to believe that
ISIS is behind the attacks
and is expanding its opera-
tions to Lebanon. ISIS has
claimed previous suicide
operations in Lebanon,
particularly in Beirut’s
southern suburbs, but the
operations came to a halt
in March of this year fol-
lowing a security crack-
down by the Lebanese
Army and other security
agencies.
Shiite militant and politi-

Is ISIS behind the Beirut bombing?
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Iraq
U.S. flying 'armed

drones' over Iraqi capital

Baghdad - A senior U.S. official told AFP Friday 6-
27-2014 that the U.S. military was flying "a few"
armed drones over Baghdad to defend American
troops and diplomats in the Iraqi capital if necessary.
"For the last 24 to 48 hours, we've started that," the
official, who spoke on condition of anonymity, told
the news agency. 
The move comes after the United States deployed 180
troops as military advisers in recent days to help the
Iraqi government army fend off the advance of Sunni
militants, who have captured territory north and west
of the capital.
But officials said the armed drones would not be used
to carry out offensive strikes on Sunni extremists, a
move that would require a decision by President
Barack Obama. 
The drones were there as a precaution to safeguard
Americans in Baghdad, or what the military calls
"force protection," officials said.
Obama has not ruled out air strikes but for the
moment, American forces are focused on gauging the
state of the Iraqi military and its adversaries on the
battlefield, according to the White House and the
Pentagon.
The U.S. advisers, drawn mainly form special opera-
tions forces, along with troops sent in to bolster
security for the US embassy in Baghdad, bring the
total number of American military personnel to
roughly 500, officials said.
The armed robotic planes are in addition to other
manned and unmanned US aircraft that are conduct-
ing about 30-35 surveillance flights a day, as Wash-
ington attempts to gain a better picture of events on
the ground.
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Profile

Community Services and
Assistance to Refugees
and Asylum-Seekers in

Yemen

Yemen is the poorest country in the Arab world and consis-
tently ranks at the bottom of the United Nations Development
Index. Still, for those fleeing war, persecution, and famine in
the Horn of Africa, it is both a transit country and destination.
Despite the political strife and deteriorating economic condi-
tions, the number of Horn of Africa immigrants setting out for
Yemen continues to increase. In February 2013 alone, 10,145
migrants arrived in Yemen according to UNHCR.  As of May
2013, there are an estimated 35,533 refugees and asylum seek-
ers self-settled in Sana’a, but there is no accurate data to sup-
port this figure and the real number is deemed to be much
higher.
IRD Yemen began its partnership with the UN High Commis-
sioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in 2010 with a project aimed at
strengthening the self-management capacity of the Somali refu-
gee community, Yemen’s largest refugee community. In 2011,
the project expanded to include all refugee communities who
flee mainly from Ethiopia, Iraq, and Eritrea. Through targeted
trainings for refugee committees and sub-committees, IRD’s
success in building the capacity of the various refugee commit-
tees was demonstrated most clearly during the civil unrest, as
IRD-supported community leaders, outreach workers, and vol-
unteers worked day and night to organize the displaced com-
munities and address the needs of the most vulnerable. Having
demonstrated its emergency response capacity and humanitar-
ian drive, IRD is now responsible for managing UNHCR’s
assistance program to vulnerable urban refugees.
IRD’s work on the ground with refugee communities has
revealed a general lack of awareness concerning rights and
responsibilities as refugees in Yemen. In response, IRD con-
ducted an outreach exercise targeting every refugee household
in Sana’a with the objective of raising awareness on rights and
responsibilities, and also available services that address health,
protection, food security, and other issues faced by urban refu-
gees. Awareness raising efforts not only target refugees but also
host communities. In an unprecedented media initiative, IRD
produced a ten-part Arabic language radio series that reached
100,000 people including a lively drama that follows a Somali
family’s displacement from Somalia to Sana’a as well as
Sheikhs’ opinions on the place of refugees in Islam. Further-
more, IRD provided material and training support to refugee-
run community based daycare centers as well as support to
non-formal educational activities and other community initia-
tives conducted from the community centers.
As refugees face serious challenges to their social and eco-
nomic survival, the exceptionally vulnerable groups including
the elderly, psychiatric cases, disabled, people with chronic ill-
ness and those living with HIV AIDS are the hardest hit. IRD
provides a monthly subsistence allowance to approximately
740 of the most vulnerable refugees defined in pre-determined
UNHCR selection criteria, which empower them to pay rent
and afford basic needs. The Community Based Support Pro-
gram (CBSP) II is funded by the UNHCR and implemented by
IRD. The project is scheduled to run from January through
December 2013.
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Arabian Gulf

The exploitation of
children in violent
demonstrations and
inciting violence and
sabotage is one of the
most important issues of
concern to the attention of
international institutions.
because theyThese actions
endorse represent thea
blatant violation of
international humanitarian
laws and the Convention
ofn the Rights of the Child
as adopted by the United
Nations and signed by the
majority of
countries.member
countries. These practices
constitute an
unprecedented crimes
against humanity by,
because it they
assassinates the innocence
desecrating the of
virtuousness of children
and get themforcing their
involvement in acts thatd
in matters that could
threaten jeopardise their
security, physical and
psychological well-being.
In this process, the
children are also exposed
them to life-threatening
dangers and risks and used
as fuel for their attempted

moves aimed at achieving
personal objectives of
partisan and factional
stakeholders. Their motive
is to achieve their own
personal political
objectives and expose
these naïve children to life
threatening danger purely
to fuel international
condemnation.
They undermine the rights
of a society fraction who
are not mature enough to
determine right attitudes
toward different
surrounding political
situations. 
Article 38 of the
Convention ofn the Rights
of the Child, adopted and
opened for signature,
ratification and accession
by General Assembly
resolution 44/25 of 20
November 1989 states
that: State Parties
undertake to respect and to
ensure respect for rules of
international humanitarian
law applicable to them in
armed conflicts which are
relevant to the child, shall
take all feasible measures
to ensure that persons who
have not attained the age
of fifteen years do not take
a direct part in hostilities

and shall take all feasible
measures to ensure
protection and care of
children who are affected
by an armed conflict. 
The Kingdom of Bahrain,
one of the models that
have experienced abuse of
children by political
societies. The Kingdom of
Bahrain that thrives on the
welfare of every man
woman and child has
ecpereinced the abuse of
underage children by
political societies. 
Over For more than 3
years, minors have been
guided by religious fatwas
(in many cases) have been
grossly used manipulated
by the opposition in
marches and
demonstrations, which
often end infrequently end
in violencviolent clashes
and resulted in e. dDozens
of deaths. of them were
killed so far after being
incitedof deaths to
participate based on
religious fatwas in some
cases and against cash
payments in others.

According to data and
figuresstatistics published
by the opposition societies
themselves, about 35
children and young
people, between the ages
of 8-21 years, died in the
period from February 2011
– January 2014.
Unfortunately, some many
of these children had have
undergone vigorous
training to learn how to
assembleon how to make
home-made explosive
devices and bombs. Some
of them these children
were used inhave even
been used to transferring
transport and planting of
bombs in many areas to
target security forces. For
instance, Hussein Ahmed
Mohammed Hassan, a 21-
year-old young man died
while assembling an
explosive device in the
city of Aker on April 1st
2014, 

Continued on page: 25

Silence of the International Human Rights Organisations 
of the exploitation of children   In  Bahrain

 About Approximately 35 children and
youth and young people aged between -21
years have died from between February
2011 until and the beginning of 2014 and the
reason is incitement, according to
opposition-released data.after being
instructed to engage in violent clashes with
security personnel. 

 Why do some Human Rights organizations
cooperate with opposition political societies
in Bahrain?

 They cChanting freedom and- democracy
 related slogans has to deceived

international media regarding major issues
such as payment ofalthough they encourage
these children and young people to die  

 Deadly bombs are now in the reach of
children and young people.. and incitement
tribunes are on Their leaders now arm
these children and young people with bombs
and still order them to participate in deadly
violence. 
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Dialogue Issue

SANA'A, June 28 (Saba) -
President Abdu Rabbu
Mansour Hadi delivered on
Friday a speech on the
occasion of the advent the
holy month of Ramadan. 
In his speech President Hadi
congratulated the Yemeni
people on the holy Month of
Ramadan, calling them to
consider this holy month as
a great occasion to uphold
the values of goodness,
tolerance and solidarity
among Muslims.
He said that he didn't seek
in any day power but he was
imposed to hold the
leadership of the country in
difficult and accurate
circumstances.
"As you know I didn’t seek
in any day power, however,
I was imposed to hold the
leadership of country in
difficult, accurate and
dangerous circumstances
that was about to slip
Yemen into a civil war,''
Hadi said.
He added that and under the
desire of Yemeni people and
its political forces I accepted
forcibly to bear the
responsibility of the country
in extraordinary and
dangerous circumstances at
political, economic and
security levels.
The President stated that
because he promised God
and Yemeni people to put
the interest of the nation and
above his own, sparing no
efforts to build new features
of Yemen and to realize the
aspiration of Yemenis
throughout the
implementation of the
outcomes of the National
Dialogue Conference
(NDC), which stipulated
transforming Yemen into a

six-region federation.
He said during his speech
addressing the nation that
you are my support and the
source of my strong, will,
and determination that I
going to continue in
implementing the roadmap
of our great project to build
a new Yemen in the context
of wide participation
without exception, or
exclusion and without
exclusivity or monopoly.
He noted that in spite of
what have been achieved on
the ground concerning the
political process in the
country, Yemen is still
facing major challenges aim
to impede this process. 
"Despite the positive results
have been made on the
ground through the NDC
and its historic document
and what have been
achieved till now in the
transitional political process
based on the Gulf initiative
and executive mechanism,
that the country is still
facing plots and attempts
that aim to impede the
political process,'' the
President mentioned.
Addressing the nation by
saying "You might still
remember what happened on
Wednesday June 11 in the
capital Sana'a because it was
a new attempt of several
attempts which aimed to
impede the transitional
political process and to
return the wheel of change
back.  "We have discovered
at that day that there were
282 specific places in the
capital Sana'a that setting
tires on fire, and deliberately
the capital Sana'a was
empted from oil fuel and a
few days before that dozens

of oil tanks, coming from
Hodeida and Marib to
Sana'a were seized or
blocked,'' the President said.
"We must recognize that we
have inherited a heavy
legacy and there is a clear
imbalance in the
performance in the state's
administrative apparatus but
we are about to tackle those
imbalances,'' he said.
"We are confirming here
that the country's economy
and administration are our
concern during the current
and next stage,'' he
mentioned
Regarding the media and
journalism freedom, Hadi
urged the local media outlets
to do their role far away
from all kinds of their
partisan, political, sectarian
and regional affiliations.
"I called on media outlets to
be committed to
professional ethics, putting
the country and the nation
interests above other
interests, staying away from
incitement and rumors that
damaged the the reputation
of Yemen, both locally and
internationally,'' the
President mentioned.
Concerning the conflict in
Amran province and
Hamdan, Arhab and
Binimater districts, Hadi
urged all sides there to be
committed to cease-fire deal
in order to handle tensions
and fighting.
"We will not allow such acts
here or there that aim to
destroy the country and its
nation's security and
stability,'' he stated.
The President noted that
there is no exit to move
Yemen out of its crisis
except by implementing the
NDC outcomes on the
ground, because it has
handled all the country's
problems.
"The NDC outcomes are the
core points for
comprehensive reforms in a
new system based on justice,
equality to all Yemeni
citizens,'' the President
noted.
He concluded his speech by
thanking all sponsors of the
Gulf initiative and its
executive mechanism as
well as the king of Saudi
Arabia and all brotherly and
friendly countries for their
support to Yemen in this
difficult circumstances.

Yemeni President address nation
on advent of holy Ramadan
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On May 16th , 2014, a 20-
year-old, Ali Faisal
Alekrawi" was also killed
while making a home-made
bomb in Sitra city , and the
11-year-old boy, Haidar
Khalid Said had cut his hand
whilelost one hand while
transferring a homemade
bomb on March 6th , 2014
in the village of Daih.
Dozens others were killed in
a similar manner.the same
way. 
Not only that ! Children
were being placed in the
forefront of the
demonstrations and marches,
which witness deliberate
harassment of security men
in various ways. This
included throwing stones,
iron bars and cocktail bombs
at them, leaving them in the
range of direct confrontation
that takes place normally
with security men. As a
result, they get hurt,
physically and
psychologically. In an
attempt to gain more
causalities and more
sympathy from international
media young children have
been ordered to deliberately
attack security personnel
with rocks, iron bars shot
through rocket launchers and
petrol bombs thus leaving
them in the direct line of
self-defense of the riot
police. Tens of children have
been physically injured and
psychologically traumatized
as a result of these
confrontations. 

In a step that reflects a lack
of responsibility for the
future of children and lives
the so-called "opposition",
which markets itself as the
sponsor of rights,
deliberately rally the
children by issuing
“martyrdom certificates” to
those young who men get
killed for being as in a "holy
war" against the state, so
that the pages of the
opposition’s websites are
full of painful images of kids
marching in parades next to
masked men carrying
various types of weapons.
The opposition society
claims to be "fighting for
democratic rights" and yet
deliberately risks the lives of
the youth population by
further enticing them with
"martyrdom through a holy
war" against the state.
Opposition websites depict
images of children partaking
in demonstrations and
walking side by side masked
men carrying a variety of
deadly weapons. 

All of these matters prove
beyond any doubt that
chanting slogans of freedom
and democracy is just an

instrument used by the
Shiite opposition to fool key
players abroad so as to drive
their attention from major
issues such as jeopardizing
the lives of children and
young people, while
claiming respect for human
rights, including the Rights
of the Child. It is evident
that fanatical shite group's
claim for freedom and
democracy is merely a tool
to deceive the international
audience that is distracted
by the lives of young people
and claiming human rights
abuse and the Rights of the
Child. . 

A report by the Bahraini
“Independent Human rights
activists, " group has
showsn on 21 April 2014
that the a number of people
who killed themselves
whilewith their own hands
during preparingation for to
attack on the police or the
citizens and residents
reached 7 people, all of
whom were young people
and young people. This
requires special attention as
it takes place in a small
country in terms of with
limited space and
population. 
A point worth highlighting
as reported by the “Bahraini
Independent Human Rights
Activists Group” on 21st
April 2014 that seven young
people unintentionally killed
themselves while preparing
an attack on police and
civilians with home made
explosive weapons.
It is interesting to see that
international human rights
organizations seem to be
silent regarding violations of
children's rights, and the
absence of any statements to
condemn the practices of
political associations, which
use children as human
shields in their dispute with
authorities. However, these
institutions do not hesitate to
denounce any procedures

taken by the government,
accusing it of excessive use
of force, torture or
restrictions on the right to
demonstrate.Interestingly
international human rights
organizations are silent and
have not made any
statements about the
violations of children’s
rights and the fact that their
leaders use them as human
shields during violent
confrontations. On the other
hand the same organizations
condemn the government
and falsely accuse them of
“torture” when their only
aim is to protect unarmed
and peaceful citizens caught
in crossfire.

The logical question would
be then be: "Why do some
organizations cooperate with
political societies in
Bahrain?"
During a tour of a number of
Shiite villages in Bahrainof
Bahraini, we identified we
spotted the tragic
psychological and social
disposition of state
experienced by many
families because due of to
thier concern for of their
children's future. A woman
from the Bani Jamra village,
who declined to give her
name for fear of reprisals,
she felt indescribable
unbearable anxiety because
of the fear for herfor her 15 -
year’s old son who had
witnessed in light of the
daily explosions and fires.,
adding She said that she felt
helpless as she feared had a
feeling that heher son will
go out one day and will
never come back. She was
fearful of the She said she
didn’t want what to do.
Referring to the process of
incitement recruitment of
these youth by some
political leaders and
associations, which who
brain washed the children
and youth young people and
turned them into tools of

destruction and vandalism,
she said the. ,
"We do not know why all of
this happening, we were
living in peace and our
children were busy with
their future plans, so why
did we drag them into that?
Who is the beneficiary?",
she asked.
Abdul-Hussein. M, a
resident of the village of
Diraz said he couldn’t sleep
at night because of the grief
over he felt for his his 17
years old son. “He has
turned into being a fugitive,
chased by police because of
his involvement in acts of
violence”, he said. He said
they felt powerless to protect
their son and keep him away
from the deadly path and the
entire family was suffering
as a consequence. This man
blamed religious leaders and
political associations as
being responsible for
exploiting youth and
encouraging them to riot and
carry out acts of vandalism. ,
pointing out that the family
lived and difficult
humanitarian situation: they
suffer psychologically as
they feel powerless to keep
son away from this deadly
track, holding religious
leaders, and political
associations responsible for
the safety of the lives of
young people who are being
exploited in riots and vandal
acts. 

A young man from
Almaqaba village 16year old
Sayed Ali who had recently
been released after being
arrested during clashes with
security personnel during
riots and violent attacks said
he had lost his future. He
claims that he was unable to
refuse the instructions of his
peers to block roads with
burning tyres and target
police as he and his family
were being monitored. He
said they were unable to
express their opinion and

refuse as all of these acts
were controlled and led by
religious and political
leaders. 
The 16 -years old native of
the Almqha village, Said
Ali, is one the recently
released detainees after
being arrested during
clashes with security over
the rioting and vandalism,
said with bitterness that his
future has been lost,
stressing that he and his
peers did not have the ability
to express their opinion
under the control of
religious and political
leaders, and that he could
not refuse to participate in
the burning of tires and
targeting of police for fear
of political associations
elements monitoring himself
and his family.

This is just a hand full of the
Such is a small sample of
the hundredsthousands of
cases of families living in
Shiite villages in Bahrain
but who cannot speak out
out against the instigators of
these violent acts as they
had threatened them into
silence. because of
suppression practiced by
violence instigators.
Certainly, there are
violations of human rights
by both sides. all parties,
either on both the authorities
and opposition sides.
However, it is unnot fair for
international human rights
organizations that are
supposed to defend the
noble and sublime
humanitarian message of
human rights maintenance to
ignore the facts and instead
promote the heinous acts of
political opposition and their
associates as a cry for help. ,
Human Rights organizations
under their banner are
expected to protect and
defend the rights of all age
groups and all violations and
also call upon to be place
just only a carrier of the
policies that are being
promoted by political
associations and the
opposition, without giving a
the least attention to the
other side of the picture goal
of human rights violations
carried out by those
association. This is not
confined only to children
abuse in demonstrations,
marches and acts of
violence, but also in burning
and spare tires on streets, car
bombings targeting security
forces and planting bombs,
explosives and other things. 

The principle of universality
of human rights assume that
defending rights by human
rights organizations
encompassing all age groups

without exception, 
Political And demanding
political societies to respect
the international treaties and
conventions. , and calling
them to be in the interest of
children and reinforce the
values of tolerance and
peace inside them, as
stipulated in the Universal
Declaration of the Rights of
the Child adopted in Geneva
in 1959.

It is noteworthy in this
regard that theThe political
associations of the
opposition in the Kingdom
of Bahrain, led by the Al-
Wefaq National Islamic
Society and human rights
organizations, have always
issued reports accusing the
government of violating the
rights of children. when
However some most of these
young people are arrested as
when they participate in
daily acts of arson in
different areas around
Bahrain. , which are almost
daily taking place in
different areas of Bahrain. 

However, they keep quiet
when talking about their
position regarding supporters
who mobilize children in
marches, direct them
towards acts of violence and
challenge the security forces,
in a blatant contrast and
double standard position,
which is worthy of study and
scrutiny by specialists.
Specialists organizations
must scrutinize these groups
who remain silent as they
mobilize children in
marches, rallies and direct
them into acts of violence
and to confront police. 
It is time for international
human rights organizations
to take a firm stand against
these political organizations
that violate the basic human
and civil rights of children in
Bahraini villages. The
bombs of death are still in
reach of children and young
people in Bahrain, and
platforms of incitement are
going on with their plots. 
And what these groups are
facing in the villages of
Bahrain requires that the
conscience of the
international human rights
organizations be moved to
take a firm stand against the
violations committed by
political associations against
children who are presented
as an offering on the altars of
politicians for political and
partisan gains. Any party,
whether government or
opposition, whichthat takes
uses children as a tool to
achieve its objectives, should
be condemned and held
accountable.

Silence of the International Human Rights Organisations
of the exploitation of children In Bahrain...From Pg20
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Yemen, WB discuss 

current economic situation

SANA'A-Finance Minister Dr. Mohammed Zemam met on
Monday6-30-2014 with the World Bank's Country Director in
Yemen Wael Zakout and the Bank's mission on the National
Dialogue Conference (NDC) outcomes.
During the meeting, they sides discussed the current financial
and economic situation and the actions taken by the Yemeni
government to achieve the fiscal and monetary stability, as
well as the procedures to speed up the pace of structural
reforms to achieve the efficiency in the use of the public
resources in the areas that serve the improvement of the living
conditions of citizens. The two sides touched on the require-
ments of the NDC outcomes implementation and the support
provided by the WB to help the Yemeni government develop
and create financial institutions consistent with the new state
form and the importance of that in the public financial man-
agement reforms.

Iran could reach 4m bpd
if sanctions lifted

VIENNA - Iran's
oil output could
reach 4.0 million
barrels per day in
"less than three
months" if West-
ern sanctions are
lifted over its
nuclear energy
programme, Oil
Minister Bijan
Zanganeh said
Last Tuesday.

"After lifting the sanctions, (in) less than three months we can
produce four" million barrels of oil per day, Zanganeh told
reporters upon his arrival in Vienna on the eve of an OPEC
output meeting. That compares with Iran's current production
of approximately 2.7 million bpd, according to OPEC data
which cites secondary sources. Zanganeh added Tuesday that
the nation's oil exports currently stand at 1.5 million bpd. His
comments came after Iranian President Hassan Rouhani said
earlier Tuesday that his nation would "do its best" to secure a
nuclear deal in crunch talks between Tehran and Washington
on the long-running nuclear row.

Zanganeh cautioned on Tuesday that it was not possible to
state when the negotiations would conclude.
"This is a political discussion. No one cannot say when, this
day or tomorrow, it will be finalised," he told reporters in
Vienna. "It's a complicated issue and difficult discussion.
"If we receive the good intentions from the other side of the
negotiations, we can reach an accord."
The talks are part of a fresh diplomatic drive in the face of a
looming July 20 deadline for a final deal between Iran and the
P5+1 group of world powers.

The US-Iran meeting began Monday with a five-hour session.
Washington and the other P5+1 states are seeking solid com-
mitments that will ensure Iran's stated desire for a peaceful
atomic energy programme is not a covert attempt to build a
nuclear bomb. Since an interim agreement with the P5+1
group came into effect in January, Iran has been allowed to
maintain its oil exports at around 1.2 million bpd.
The figure remains under par for Iran, which has the world's
second biggest gas deposits and fourth largest oil reserves --
2.5 million bpd of crude was being sent abroad in late 2011.
The P5+1 comprises Britain, China, France, Russia, the United
States and Germany.
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Oil prices fall as Iraq
supply risks fail to

materialise

By Jessica Berthereau – LONDON - World oil prices fell on
Monday 6-30-2014, reversing earlier gains as supply fears
faded over the fast-moving crisis in key crude producer Iraq,
analysts said. Brent crude for delivery in August slid 80 cents
to $114.01 per barrel in London late afternoon deals compared
with Friday's closing level.
US benchmark West Texas Intermediate for August dropped
82 cents to $106.01 per barrel. Both contracts had soared late
last week to nine-month peaks, buoyed by supply concerns as
Iraq was rocked by a violent militant insurgency. However, the
oil market has since pulled lower as those Iraq supply risks
failed to materialise, according to analysts. Militants have cap-
tured swathes of Iraq's north but have yet to directly threaten
the key oil-producing region in the south, the main source of
exports. Added to the picture, prices have also been dented by
recovering crude supplies from Libya, and by profit-taking.
"As yet, no actual disruption to supply has occurred as the
majority of Iraq's oil infrastructure remains far removed from
the escalating violence," said analyst Dorian Lucas at energy
consultancy Inenco.
"With no actual disruption to supply, Brent crude plateaued
around $115 ... and has now started to relinquish some of its
recent gains.
"This could be attributed to the unrealised fears for supply, but
is also likely to have been weighed upon by the recent increase
in Libyan crude oil output," he added.
Last Thursday, Brent oil had soared to $115.71 a barrel, while
WTI crude hit $107.73 on Friday. Both were levels last seen in
September 2013. Crude futures have also declined as some
traders also opted to cash in their gains.
"With no new developments, some profit taking is in order, but
naturally limited as all will be waiting on Iraq" developments,
added VTB Capital analyst Andrey Kryuchenkov.
Iraq is the second-biggest oil exporter in the 12-nation Organi-
zation of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC). It has more
than 11 percent of the world's proved resources and produces
3.4 million barrels per day.
US Secretary of State John Kerry on Monday pledged
"intense" support for Iraq against the "existential threat" of a
major militant offensive pushing toward Baghdad from the
north and west.

Flying in from Jordan, Kerry met with Prime Minister Nuri al-
Maliki and other Iraqi leaders to urge a speeding up of the
government formation process in order to face down the insur-
gents. The United States' "support will be intense, sustained,
and if Iraq's leaders take the steps needed to bring the country
together, it will be effective," Kerry told journalists in Bagh-
dad. Iraqi security forces are struggling to hold their ground in
the face of an insurgent onslaught that has seized major areas
of five provinces, displaced hundreds of thousands of people
and sparked fears the country could be torn apart.
Maliki's security spokesman said Monday "hundreds" of sol-
diers had been killed since the insurgents, led by the powerful
jihadist Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL), launched
their offensive on June 9.

In an interview with US television network CBS that aired on
Sunday, US President Barack Obama warned that the militants
who have surged through Iraq in a lightning offensive could
destabilise other countries in the volatile Middle East.

– 

 –
2015



 June  2014 -VOLUME -2- ISSUE :18  WWW.ARABAMERICANTODAY.NET28

Religion & life 
they will move back to their
position. The number of
these angels is uncountable
and they descend with spe-
cial command of Allah. The
following chapter of the
Qur'an details the event of
the night of Power thus:
"Indeed We have revealed it
(Qur'an) in the night of
Power. And what will
explain to you what the
night of Power is? The night
of Power is better than a
thousand months. Therein
descends the Angels and the
Spirit by Allah's permission,
on every errand: (they say)
Peace" (continuously) till the
rise of Morning!" (97:1-5)
Who will like to miss the
Night after reading this
description? It is this very
reason that every Muslim
wants to witness and reap its
full blessing by fasting dur-
ing the days of the month of
Ramadan. As Ramadan fast
is inextricably tied to the
Night of Power (see 2:183)
it follows that any Muslim
who wishes to benefit from
the Night of Power must fast
during the month of Rama-
dan. Qur'an says:

"Ramadan is the (month)
in which Qur'an was sent
down, as a guide to man-
kind, and a clear guidance
and judgement (so that
mankind will distinguish
right from wrong).
Whoever among you wit-
nesses the month of Rama-
dan should fast through
it..." (2:183)

(v) To show to Muslims how
to get their past sins forgiven

Islam is a religion that
stresses equality: both the
poor and the rich (men or
women) are equal as slaves
in the sight of Allah. In
Islam the surest way to
obtain Allah's forgiveness
for one's past sins is Pilgrim-
age (the fifth pillar of Islam)
which unfortunately is easy
for the rich to afford the cost
of the journey. The All-wise,
Allah, did not put the poor
Muslims in limbo, rather He
made fasting during Rama-
dan as a means of placing
the poor and the rich on
equal footing in terms of
asking for forgiveness for
their past sins. If a Muslim
has no means of going for
hajj, there should be a way
to compensate him/her. The
All-wise has chosen Rama-
dan for all Muslims to get
their past sins forgiven as
evident in this hadith:
Narrated Abu Huraira(r.a):
The Prophet said:"...
whoever fasts during Rama-
dan with sincere faith and
hoping for his reward from
Allah will have his past sins
forgiven"
(Sahih Al-Bukhari, vol.3
p.70).

Therefore, Ramadan fast
unites Muslims and bring
them together as equal

slaves who can be forgiven
of their past sins devoid of
discrimination in the sight of
Allah.

(vi) To show that Fasting is
the epitome of the five pil-
lars of Islam

Islam is built upon five pil-
lars. The third pillar is siyam
(i.e fasting during Rama-
dan). The wisdom behind its
third position is because it is
a fulcrom upon which the
other four pillars (Tawheed,
and salaat are in first and
second positions while zakat
and Hajj are in the fourth
and fifth positions) are bal-

anced. It is the only pillar
that encompases all the four
other pillars in the sense
that:

bullet
 
(a) before one observes fast, 
s(he) must be a Muslim,
sane, matured, and free from
excuses (such as menstrua-
tion, illness, travelling long-
distances, child-birth bleed-
ing, etc). And since a Mus-
lim is required to proclaim
Shahada (i.e Tawheed, the
first pillar of Islam), fasting
is directly tied to shahada. 
(b) Salaat is the second pil-
lar of Islam that delineates a

Muslim from one who is
not; this means that a Mus-
lim must observe salaat reg-
ularly to become a true Mus-
lim. It follows that fasting
during Ramadan without
regular salaat is like using a
spoon to fill a porous basket
with water.
(c) Zakat (the compulsory
divine tax) is aimed to redis-
tribute the Muslims' wealth
so that the gap between the
rich and the poor is bridged
to a certain extent. In Rama-
dan, every fasting Muslim,
who is free from insanity,
bondage etc, must pay
Zakat-ul fitr on or before the
'Idl Fitr day. Zakaat-ul fitr is

in some sense a low-profile
zakat, though aimed to
achieve similar result, is
completely different from
zakat. Hajj is a duty which
Muslims owe to Allah and it
is to help the pilgrims to get
their past sins forgiven.
Coincidently, fasting during
Ramadan has the same
result. From the foregoing, it
can be concluded that fast-
ing is an epitome of the pil-
lars of Islam. Therefore,
every able-bodied Muslim
must fast to learn how the
other four pillars operate.

Conclusion

This article has discussed
some reasons why Muslims
do Ramadan fast. It is not
intended to delve into the
subject of fasting but to help
Muslims answer often
repeated question: "why do
Muslims fast during the
month of Ramadan?."
May Allah give us His sup-
port in this world and in the
hereafter and give us
strength and good health to
be able to fast during the
month of Ramadan.
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O who believe, fasting is
decreed for you
as it was decreed for those
before you;
perchance you will guard
yourselves.
...
The month of Ramadan is
the month
in which the Koran was
sent down,
a guidance for the people,
and clear verses of guid-
ance and
criterion. 
[Quran: Chapter 2, 183
...............................

his is a common but interest-
ing question which a child
may ask his/her parents.
Non-Muslim may also pose
it to a Muslim. Here are
some possible reasons why
Muslims observe a marathon
one-month fast during Ram-
adan. (a) To obey Allah's
injunction
Fundamental to a Muslim's
faith (or belief) are six arti-
cles: (i) belief in Allah, (ii)
belief in Angels, (iii) belief
in divine Books of Allah,
(iv) belief in all Prophets,
(v) belief in the Day of
Judgement, and (vi) belief in
Predestination. Articles (i)
and (iii) demand that a Mus-
lim must believe in, obey
and implement, all the
words of Allah contained in
the Holy Qur'an. This is
because ...His (Allah) word
is the truth..." (6:73) and
::the truth is from your Lord,
so be not at all in doubt"
(2:147) and "...whose word
can be truer than Allah?"
(Qur'an). Thematically,
Qur'an contains injunctions
for mankind, allegories, sto-
ries of past events, accounts
of future events, and a lot of
lessons especially for Mus-
lims. Of importance the
injunctions are sometime
directed to all creatures
(men and jinns), or some-
time to specific gender (men
or women), or sometime to
specific tribes (eg "Bani
Israel"), or sometime to the
progeny of Adam (i.e man-
kind), or sometime to Ahl-ul
kitaab (the people of the
book), or sometime to Mus-
lims (i.e those who believe
in One Allah) etc. In most
cases, the injunctions of
Allah to Muslims can be
regarded as blessing and
mercy and when fully
obeyed often lead them to
His straight path. Without
mincing words, there is no
compromise with Allah's
injunctions: every sincere
and God-fearing Muslim
must obey them; this is a
necessary precondition for

being a Muslim. One of His
injunctions, directed to Mus-
lims (men and women), is:
"O you who believe, fast-
ing is prescribed for
you..."(2:183)
The phrase "O you who
believe" is referring to: (i)
those who submit to Allah's
wills and commands, (ii)
those who believe in the six
articles of faith, (iii) those
who testify that "La ilaha
illa llaha Muhammadu-r
Rasululla", (iv) those who
practise the five pillars of
Islam, and (v) those who
implement and obey Allah's
injunctions in the Qur'an and
follow the sunnah of His
Prophet, Muhammad
(s.a.w). No followers of any
religions satisfy these crite-
ria of "O you who believe"
except the Muslims. It is
they (Muslims) that Allah is
directing His injunction in
2:183 to. The injunction pre-
scribed fasting as a compul-
sory duty for them thus:
"...fasting is prescribed for
you (Muslims)..." (2:183)

and

"...whoever witnesses the
month of Ramadan should
fast through it..." (2:185)
Clearly, Ramadan fast is a
divine injunction mandatory
for all able-bodied Muslims
who are free from compel-
ling excuses. Whoever
deliberately forgoes fasting
in Ramadan, should know
that (s)he has disobeyed
Allah's injunction and no
amount of fasting thereafter
can give her/him a reward
equivalent to one misssed

Ramadan fast as obvious in
this hadeeth:
Abu Huraira reported that
the Prophet(s.a.w) said:
"whoever did not fast one
day of Ramadan without a
genuine excuse or a disease
then even if he fasted for a
complete year, it would not
compensate for that (missed
Ramadan) day"
(Sahih al-Bukhari, vol
3,p.88)

(ii) To practice the tradition,
and way of the pious people.
Fasting is not new to Islam;
it is, indeed, as old as Adam
(a.s) who was the first crea-
ture and the first Muslim to
submit to one Allah. No one
knows precisely when fast-
ing began among Adam's
progenies but it is the prac-
tice of all the Prophets of
Allah and their followers.
Qur'an mentions that Musa
(a.s) fasted for 40 days (see
2:51) (this is what the Jews
termed "Jewish Passover")
and the Prophet(s.a.w) told
us that Dawud(a.s) used to
fast for half of the year (this
involves fasting on every
alternate day). 'Issa (a.s) (or
Jesus) was also reported to
have fasted for 40 days (this
is what the christians termed
"the Lent", usually observed
before Easter festival). Since
these Prophets were Mus-
lims, it can be seen that by
asking Muslims to fast,
Allah intends to draw their
attention to the practice and
tradition of those pious pre-
decessors who attained piety
(in His sight) through fast-
ing.
"O ye who believe, fasting

is prescribed for you as it
was prescribed for people
before you ..."(2:183)
This verse shows that fast-
ing was observed by the
people (i.e "ahl-ul kitaab")
who came to the scene
before the Muslims and so it
is a "sunnat Allah" (i.e a tra-
dition approved by Allah)
for those who lived afore-
time and for the Muslims
who are now the best gener-
ation ever raised for man-
kind (3:110). Qur'an says:
"(As for) the sunnat Allah
(approved) for those who
lived aforetime, no change
will you find in (such) sun-
nat-Allah" (33:43)
Therefore, Ramadan fast
should be seen as a propaga-
tion of the tradition
approved by Allah for all
those who submit to Him.

(iii) To learn how to attain
piety

By the very nature of human
beings, they are susceptible
to sins and transgression of
Allah's limits. This may be
due to their ignorance,
worldly struggle for ephem-
eral and tantalizing things,
or satan's handiwork. In par-
ticular, Muslims are warned
against gossiping, backbit-
ing, slandering, hypocrisy-
ing, lying, cheating, duping,
hatring, nursing grudge,
keeping malice, fornicating
as these vices negate the
teachings of the Holy
Qur'an. But since Muslims
are like any human beings
created to err as a result of
forgetfulness, they need to
be reminded and coached

against any social vices
from time to time. This will
requires a fixed trainning
period where Muslims will
know and learn how to put
an end to vices, learn virtues
and get nearer to Allah. That
trainning period is chosen
by Allah to be the Ramadan
fast which occurs once in
every year. During Rama-
dan:
(a) compulsory five daily
salaat are observed regularly
and timely (this is to remind
and train the mindless Mus-
lims that salaat is an all-time
duty for them); 
(b) Zakat-ul fitr is paid on or
before the 'idl Fitr (the festi-
val that commemorates the
end of Ramadan fast)
(Zakat-ul fitr is to teach
Muslims to do sadaqah and
to remind them that after
zakat-ul fitr they should not
forget to pay on time their
annual divine obligatory
Zakaat, the fourth pillar of
Islam); 
(c) Tarawih and Tahajjud
prayers are observed in the
evening and night of Rama-
dan (this is to teach Muslims
to observe nawafil (i.e addi-
tional) prayers after Rama-
dan so as to increasetheir
iman and get their supplica-
tions to Allah accepted
promptly);
(d) Doubtful hobby such as
smoking is stopped (this is
to train Muslims to be frugal
as Allah hates extravagancy
and to save themselves from
diseases such as Tuberclosis,
Cancer, and heart attack
known to be associated with
smoking and premature

death);
(e) pornographic videos/
pictures are avoided and
kept away (this is to free
Muslims' hearts and eyes
from corruption and from
shaitan's whisperings to do
evil deeds); 
(f) Excessive intake of food
is avoided (this regulates the
stomach from being pot-
bellied and distinguishes
Muslims from kaafir whom
Qur'an describes as those
who eat like cattle (47:12));
etc. All these good things
which Ramadan fast teaches
Muslims are the means to
attain piety. This is why the
verse on Ramadan fast says:
"O ye who believe, fasting
is prescribed for you...so
that you will (learn how to
attain) piety" (2:183)

(iv) To reap the full reward
of the Night of Power
(Lailat-ut Qadr)

The last book of Allah to His
creatures, Al-Qur'an, was
revealed in the night of
Ramadan. What this means
is that the first divine revela-
tion to Prophet Muhammad
(s.a.w) took place in the
Night of Ramadan. Allah
chose the night because of
the special blessings in it. It
is called the night of Power
(Lailat-ut Qadr) or the night
of blessing (Lailat-ul muba-
rak). The deed in this night
is better than the rewards of
deeds of 1,000 months
(about 83.3 years). Let sup-
pose that a man survived up
to 100 years and he con-
sciously witnessed 93 nights
of Power, he would have in
his account more than 7,750
rewards which exclude all
other rewards he earned
from doing virtuous deeds. It
is this night that all Muslims
are invited by Allah to look
for in the month of Rama-
dan. Specifically, the night is
in the last ten days of Rama-
dan and usually in one of the
odd days (i.e. 21, 23, 25, 27
and 29th). A Muslim is
expected to perform naafi-
lah, recite the Qur'an, do zikr
etc in the night. Since no one
knows precisely which of
the odd days is the night,
Muslims are expected to be
in seclusion (itikaf) during
the last 10 days of Ramadan
and the best place to do so is
in the mosque.
It should be mentioned that
the Angels descend in suc-
cession during the night of 
From pg 29
Power and they go round
with special greeting of
"peace" till day break when

Why do Muslims fast?
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Egypt unveils tombs of senior pharaonic military
SAQQARA - Egypt
unveiled Thursday the
3,000 year-old tombs of
two senior pharaonic
military men in the famed
Saqqara necropolis, one of
them decorated with well-
preserved reliefs depicting
the afterlife.
Saqqara, roughly 20
kilometres (12 miles) south
of Cairo, was the burial
ground for the
neighbouring city of
Memphis.
Antiquities Minister
Mohamed Ibrahim told
reporters at the site that the
burial in Saqqara
confirmed that Memphis
remained important in the
New Kingdom (1550-1070
BC), after the capital
shifted to Luxor.

"The burial of these people
here shows that Memphis
preserved its importance as
an administrative and
military centre when (the
southern city of) Luxor
became the effective
capital," he said.
Both tombs were designed
in the form of a temple, in
the fashion of burial sites for
noblemen during the New
Kingdom.
The first, built from
limestone, dates back to the
end of the New Kingdom,
said Ola el-Aguizy, head of
the Cairo University
archaeological team that
discovered them.
It belonged to Paser, head of
army archives and a royal
emissary to foreign
countries.

The tomb contains well-
preserved reliefs, with some
remaining paint in blue, red
and yellow.
In one scene, Osiris, the
ancient Egyptian god of the
underworld, presides over a
tribunal for the deceased.
Other sculptures show
Paser's wife crying for her
deceased husband, and Paser

and his children presenting
offerings to the gods.
The tomb, discovered earlier
this year, appears to be
unfinished, suggesting that
Paser may have died before
it could be completely
decorated, Aguizy said.
The second tomb, of mud
brick, belonged to Ptahmes,
an army chief and treasury

head under Seti I and
Ramses II, Aguizy said.
Ramses II, one of the best-
known pharaohs of the New
Kingdom, was renowned for
his military prowess and the
monuments he left behind.
The tomb's existence was
known to archeologists, with
some of its columns and
reliefs being found in the
19th century and displayed
in the Egyptian Museum or
sent abroad. But the tomb
itself was uncovered by
excavators only three years
ago, Aguizy added.
It contains reliefs of fishing
scenes painted in red, and
hieroglyphic inscriptions
detailing the titles of the
deceased.
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Manal Al_shiekh

( Arabic poetry)

Hi to James Blunt

Being lost scares me
For no way do I guess
to silk
How then can one
explain? 
Your sitting texture into
insane sofa
And your flying horse
hung from a Nile crack 

Do you really ride on a
heaven trampled
beneath the sun feet? 
Have I to teach lips of
mine

all words
To perceive how best
hugging is committed
Come closer and closer

Do print those looks on
my fatal screen
Seek seclusion with
My bleeding evening
Still crouching unto
A fist of strange fate
Still do we have orphan
Home
On whose remaining
does James Blunt Sing?
Where in people parted
the lane flute

Longing steps no longer 
To attract those illusions
of my tribe
And thereby none comes
back to a cave

Twice shall we let you
have a seat?
Into a question curve 
Twice shall you sing us
Heavenly Replies?
Once while you pass it
by without being
touched 
And secondly while you
beg a dignified goblet
for this Home 
As HE stands indiffer-
ently
With eyes intending to
break
That sorrows once I bled

With stabbed scare
Through your harp 
*** 
Over a childhood wall
U did burry waste lands
With us 
And later on enveloped
your address with a mes-
sage saying,  
"BRING THEM HOME,
NOW"
How do they come back
Blunt
As having found the
hole and the wall,
And history bitterness

What all that they can
do
Is to die like noble
smokers
Having nightmares of a
coming Eid.
They did leave the
silence of lamb
Borrowing the princess
thread and fevered nee-
dle

Might they climb up our
mornings?
Thinking the fate coat
can spare our escaping 
Facts moses 

No
No bids when it is a
matter of rose life
Our message never to
declare:" bring them

back home"
In stead we shall
Kick the fate of our
sighs
So as to stay with you
and your Guitar 

" Say, "NO BRAVERY
And I shall let it out, 
O, blind nation   
O, novelist who hides

behind Kufiya and one-
eyed Iqal 
                                  
      Does protest like this
music?                       
                                  
        And let the scarf
quiver like a strong will
         
Stop wiping your ass
with desire stones 
Stop freeing your blind
tubes towards a dice
vision 
Stop swallowing your
sighs 
While on yachts made-
by silent-
Of our illuminating flesh

Might they give black
fighters light?

Still hidden inside a
Sumerian heart          
                                  
                                      
It was a day
So beating
Inside 
A pure
Throb

James Blunt: British
singer who rejected
that brutal U.S attack
against the Sunni city
of Falluja.

NO BRAVERY
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The phrase “Islamic art”
generally refers to arts that
are products of the Muslim
world, diverse cultures that
historically extended from
Spain to Southeast Asia.
Beginning with the life of
the Prophet Muhammad (d.
632) and continuing to the
present day, Islamic art has
both a wide historical range
and broad geographical
spread, including North
Africa, the Middle East,
Central Asia and part of
South and Southeast Asia as
well as eastern and sub-
Saharan Africa.
Visual Elements of Islamic
Art. Islamic art covers a
wide range of artistic
production, from ceramic
pots and silk carpets to oil
paintings and tiled mosques.
Given the tremendous
diversity of Islamic art –
across many centuries,
cultures, dynasties and vast
geography – what artistic
elements are shared? Often,
calligraphy (beautiful
writing), geometry, and
floral/vegetal design are
seen as unifying visual
components of Islamic art.
Calligraphy. The
preeminence of writing in
Islamic culture stems from
the oral transmission of the
word of God (Allah) to the
Prophet Muhammad in the
early seventh century. This
divine revelation was
subsequently codified into a
holy book written in Arabic,
the Qur’an (recitation in
Arabic). Beautiful writing
became imperative for
transcribing the word of
God and for creating sacred
Qur’ans. Calligraphy soon
appeared in other forms of
artistic production,
including illuminated
manuscripts, architecture,
portable objects and textiles.
Although the Arabic script
is the crux of Islamic
calligraphy, it was (and is)
used to write a number of
languages in addition to
Arabic, including Persian,
Urdu, Malay and Ottoman
Turkish.
The content of the writing
found on Islamic art varies
according to context and
function; it can include
verses from the Qur’an
(always Arabic) or from
well-known poems (often
Persian), the date of
production, the signature of
the artist, the names or
marks of owners, the
institution to which an
object was presented as a
charitable gift (waqf),
praises to the ruler, and
praises to the object itself.
Calligraphy is also written
in different scripts,
somewhat analogous to type
fonts or today’s computer

fonts, and the most
renowned artists in the
Islamic tradition were those
who invented, and excelled
in, various scripts.
Geometry and Floral
Design. In many examples
of Islamic art, calligraphy is
superimposed upon
backgrounds covered in
geometric patterns, floral
motifs, and/or vegetal
designs with curved leaf
forms known as
“arabesques.” The
appearance of this surface
decoration differs according
to where and when an object
was made; the forms of
flowers in seventeenth-
century Mughal India,
Ottoman Turkey and
Safavid Iran are quite
different, for example. In
addition, certain designs
were favored in some places
more than others; in North
Africa and Egypt, bold
geometry is often preferred

over delicate floral patterns.
The Figure. Perhaps the
least understood visual
component of Islamic art is
the figural image. Although
the Qur’an prohibits the
worship of images
(idolatry)—a proscription
stemming from the rise of
Islam within a polytheistic

tribal society in Mecca—it
does not explicitly preclude
the depiction of living
beings. However, figural
imagery is generally
confined to secular
architectural contexts—such
as the palace or private
home (rather than the
mosque)—and the Qur’an is
never illustrated.
Some of the earliest palaces
in Islamic history include
life-size frescoes of animals
and human beings, and by
the tenth century, figures
were standard iconography
on ceramic vessels,
including the earliest luster
examples made in Iraq (see
example) and later those
made in Kashan, Iran.
During the medieval period,
human figures in miniature
scale became integral to the
illustration of religious,
historical, medical and
poetic texts.
Note on Dates. The Islamic

calendar begins in 622 CE,
the year of the emigration
(hijra) of the Prophet
Muhammad and his
followers from Mecca to
Medina. Dates are presented
as follows: 663 of the Hijra
(AH), 1265 of the Common
Era (CE), or simply 663/
1265.

About Islamic Art

presentation of Islamic art in
museums is often further
segmented into dynastic
production (example), which
results in an emphasis on
courtly production and
patronage of the highest
quality (example).
Status of the Field. The field
of Islamic art history is
currently experiencing a
period of self-reflection and
revision. Publicly, this is
most evident in a number of
major museum
reinstallations (Metropolitan
Museum of Art, Louvre,
Brooklyn Museum, David
Collection) that have
transpired over the last
decade and some of which
are still in progress. Of
central concern is the
validity of the phrase
“Islamic Art” to describe the
visual culture in question.
Some curators and scholars
have rejected this religious
designation in favor of
regional specificity (consider
the new name of the galleries
at the Metropolitan Museum
of Art) and have criticized its
monolithic, Eurocentric, and
religion-based origins.
Indeed, although some
examples of Islamic art and
architecture were made for
religious purposes (a Qur’an
for recitation in a mosque),
others served secular needs
(a window to decorate a
home). Moreover, there are
many examples of non-
Muslims creating works of
art categorized as “Islamic,”
or even “Islamic” works of
art created for non-Muslim
patrons. These realities
acknowledged, some
scholars and institutions
have opted to stress the
Islam component of “Islamic
art” (consider the name of
the Louvre’s renovated
galleries, “Arts of Islam,”
that reopened in the fall of
2012).  
The collection of the Doris
Duke Foundation for Islamic
Art (DDFIA), and its
presentation at Shangri La,
has much to contribute to
these ongoing global
dialogues. At a moment
when the designation
“Islamic art” is being
fiercely debated, the DDFIA
collection challenges
existing taxonomies
(ethnographic artifact versus
stimulating new ways of
thinking about, defining and
appreciating the visual
culture in question.

anonymous, a number of
master artists signed their
works, desiring to be
credited for their
achievements, and indeed
remain well known. Finally,
the availability of raw
materials also determines
the look of an Islamic work
of art. Due to the vast
topography of the Islamic
world (deserts, mountains,
tropics), strong regional
characteristics can be
identified. Brick buildings
clad with ceramic tiles are
common to Iran and Central
Asia, whereas sandstone and
marble architecture is
ubiquitous in India.

The regional—and by
extension, linguistic—
origins of a work of art also
determines its appearance.
Scholars and museums often
deconstruct the broad term
“Islamic art” into sub-fields
such as the Arab lands,
Persian world, the Indian
subcontinent and other
regions or by dynasty. The

Diversity and Variety. First-
time viewers of Islamic art
are often captivated by its
technical sophistication and
beauty. Blown glass,
illuminated manuscripts,
inlaid metalwork, and
soaring tiled domes astound
through their color, forms,
and details. Not all examples
of Islamic art are equally
luxurious, however, and a
number of circumstances
contribute to the diversity
and variety encompassed
under the broad term
“Islamic art.”
The wealth of the patron is a
critical factor, and functional
objects for everyday use—

basins for washing, chests
for storing, candlesticks for
lighting, carpets for
covering—can differ
significantly depending on
whether they were made for
a king, a merchant, or a
peasant. The quality of a
work of art is equally tied to
its maker, and while the
majority of Islamic art is
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Arab Idol winner
Mohammad
Assaf to perform
at FIFA Congress
Arab Idol winner Mohammad
Assaf will sing at the opening
ceremony of the 64th FIFA
Congress in Brazil, scheduled
to start two days before the
start of the World Cup -
becoming the first Arab
singer to perform at such an
event.
Assaf - a 24-year-old former
wedding singer from a refu-
gee camp in the Gaza Strip -
told journalists in Gaza on
Friday that he had been
banned by FIFA from per-
forming at the World Cup.
And in an interview published
Sunday in UAE-based daily
The National, Assaf said that
FIFA’s original backtracking
on its invitation may have
been a “political issue” on the
part of the football governing
body. “It seems to me that it
could have been a political
issue, maybe because I am a
Palestinian and some people
were disturbed that a person
such as myself can perform in
such an event,” said Assaf.
Standing invitation: “I spoke
out about this to the press and
a few days later another letter
from Fifa came that said the
invitation to perform in the
World Cup still stands but
now I am performing in the
opening of the FIFA Congress
two days before the World
Cup ceremony,” he added.
In the interview, Assaf
recalled a remark from FIFA
chief Sepp Blatter during a
visit to Ramallah shortly after
winning Arab Idol.
“’Mohammed, I am going to
invite you to sing in the
World Cup ceremony,’” Assaf
recalled Blatter as saying.
Although reported by the
newspaper as feeling
“snubbed” due to him not
being invited to perform on
the bigger state of the open-
ing ceremony, the singer said
that, nevertheless, it was a
“great feeling to take some-
thing from the Arab world to
the World Cup.”
Assaf360:  The FIFA con-
gress will be held on June 10,
while the World Cup’s open-
ing ceremony is scheduled for
June 12. At the FIFA Con-
gress, Assaf will perform his
latest single, entitled
Assaf360, which was
recorded in a live 24-hour
session in Dubai last week
with renowned American pro-
ducer Rodney Jerkins.
In a new twist, fans of the
singer got involved in its
creation by tweeting possible
lyrics to add to the single.
After winning MBC’s TV tal-
ent contest show Arab Idol
last year, Assaf, the first vic-
torious Palestinian on the pro-
gram, became the U.N.’s first
Palestinian goodwill ambas-
sador.



 June  2014 -VOLUME -2- ISSUE :18  WWW.ARABAMERICANTODAY.NET36

Theater



 June  2014 -VOLUME -2- ISSUE :18  WWW.ARABAMERICANTODAY.NET37

d  i  s  s  e  c  t
245 – 322 )

364 – 450) 

 – 538)

 544 – 606) 



 June  2014 -VOLUME -2- ISSUE :18  WWW.ARABAMERICANTODAY.NET38



 June  2014 -VOLUME -2- ISSUE :18  WWW.ARABAMERICANTODAY.NET39

 Book Review
Written by :
James Denselow

On September 21 this
year—the International Day
of Peace—David Kilcullen
arrived in the United King-
dom to give a series of talks
to promote his new book,
Out of the Mountains: The
Coming Age of the Urban
Guerrilla. Little was the
Australian former solider
and military strategist to
know that as he travelled
into London, a dramatic sit-
uation was beginning to
emerge in the Kenyan capi-
tal, Nairobi, that would
speak to the heart of his
most recent work.
Kilcullen’s reputation in
academic/military circles
was cemented by the double
whammy of being part of
US General David Petraeus’
team of advisers who skil-
fully managed the “surge” in
Iraq and his authoring of a
powerful peace about mod-
ern warfare, The Accidental
Guerrilla, that helped count-
less others better understand
the framing of modern con-
flict.
His latest book is a macro-
level and wide-ranging nar-
rative examining the future
of global conflict. Kilcul-
len’s starting point is four
“megatrends” that he pre-
dicts will act as drivers of
future life and death on the
planet: rapid population
growth, accelerated urbani-
zation, littoralization
(populations and activities
being concentrated in
coastal regions), and
increased connectedness.
Out of this collision of
human tectonic plates
emerges the kind of urban
guerrillas who entered the 
Westgate Shopping Mall in
Nairobi on September 21 
and started shooting people.

I was fascinated to read Kil-
cullen’s latest piece, having
spent time myself living in
Palestinian refugee camps
across the Middle East, and
visiting large sub-Saharan
African cities and the fave-
las of Rio de Janeiro. All
these locations fit into the
Australian’s story of a new
global urbanity defined by
the existence of over
200,000 slums and what he
describes as “feral cities.”
Mass urbanization has seen
the world’s population dou-
ble from 3 billion in 1960 to
6 billion in the year 2000. At
current medium rates of pro-
jection for growth, there will
be 9.5 billion people by
2050, and this spiraling pop-
ulation is increasingly
urban. In 1800, 3 percent of
the world’s population lived
in a city of 1 million or
more; by 1900 this figure
was 25 percent. In 2008, we
crossed the 50 percent mark.
Kilcullen points out that
180,000 people per day are
making the move from rural
to urban lives.out of the
mountains
Kilcullen sees cities as
“living, breathing organ-
isms” that have in many
parts of the world broken
down under these population
pressures. The urban metab-
olism in cities like Mumbai,
where there is one toilet per
600 residents, or Lagos, a
city of 18 million people
that has 68 working traffic
lights, have been failed by
organized urban manage-
ment and planning and left
to fend for themselves.
Obvious consequences in
the form of public health are
well known: more than one
million people, two-thirds of
them pedestrians, cyclists
and passengers, are killed in
road accidents in the devel-
oping world each year. Min-
ibuses in Lagos are known
as “flying coffins.” Slums
like Sadr City in Baghdad

witness regular hepatitis and
typhoid epidemics. Across
the world, there are millions
of preventable deaths
through infectious disease.
The author makes multiple
references to Mike Davis’
book, Planet of the Slums,
which talks about the death
of the “formal city” and
emergence of mass peri-
urban poverty. Where Kil-
cullen goes further than your
average urban geographer is
in his understanding of the
military consequences to
this shift. To underline his
own personal experience in
this regard, he slightly gra-
tuitously starts off with story

of how he was ambushed in
Afghanistan. Personal kudos
aside, Kilcullen skilfully
explains how the urbaniza-
tion of world poverty has
produced the urbanization of
insurgency.
Looking at the next 30
years, he sees an environ-
ment of future conflict that
is not defined by the politi-
cal priorities of any one US
president, but rather is
reflective of the deep struc-
tures of a globalized con-
nected world made up of
large numbers of under-
governed “feral cities.” He
points out that Obama is the
seventh president who has

pledged but failed to end the
US’s role in long-term coun-
terinsurgency. There are sev-
eral high-profile examples
of this dangerous type of
urban environment. Most
famous, perhaps, is the 1997
operation in Mogadishu,
Somalia, where slum mili-
tias inflicted 60 percent of
the casualties sustained by
elite US Army Rangers.
These events were drama-
tized in the Hollywood film
Black Hawk Down, but
more importantly they led
the journal of the US Army
War College to declare that
the future of warfare lies in
the “streets, sewers, high-
rise buildings, and sprawl of
houses that form the broken
cities of the world.”
Another case study that is
thoroughly explored is the
2008 Mumbai attacks. Kil-
cullen describes the attacks,
where 10 attackers arrived
by boat and launched a
three-day spree that killed
over 160 people as “state of
the art in urban littoral ter-
rorism.” The author warns
of the “democratization of
technology” demonstrated
by the attack, which showed
how non-state armed groups
could field capabilities once
the sole preserve of nation-
states. Kilcullen rates the
attacks as vastly more tech-
nically difficult than the 9/
11 attacks, pointing out in
particular how the attackers
used Twitter as a command
and control device to stay
ahead of the Indian authori-
ties’ response.
The subject of connectivity
is crucial. The book points
out that today, 6.5 billion
people across the world
have cell phones—2 billion
more than have toilets.
Mobile phones, the internet,
GPS navigation and a host

of other communications
networks have enabled and
empowered “motivated,
mobilized and connected
populations.” Nowhere was
this truer than in the Arab
Spring, where multiple
uprisings showed how
increased connectivity is
affecting urbanized conflict.
In the case of the Syrian con-
flict, Kilcullen explores
examples of the manifesta-
tions of a connected conflict.
For example, he tells of how
Syrian rebels built a home-
made armored vehicle that
used a videogame controller
to manipulate a remotely
mounted machine gun. He
also spoke of how the rebels
use iPads and Google Earth
to prepare mortar attacks and
how they discuss tactics over
Skype while comparing You-
Tube clips. He quotes aca-
demic Suzanne Saleeby, who
explained that “Syrian cities
served as junctures where
the grievances of displaced
rural migrants and disenfran-
chised urban residents meet
and come to question the
very nature and distribution
of power.”
By managing a balance
between the future macro,
the present micro, and his
own invaluable personal
experience, Kilcullen has
again proved himself as a
thought leader of considera-
ble caliber. The grayer areas
lie around how he goes
beyond academia, as well as
questions about what exactly
are the solutions offered by
his own company in Wash-
ington. In a sense, it is
important to have clarity
about his professional inten-
tions to better understand his
academic work. That aside,
Out of the Mountains is a
fascinating analysis of the
challenges of urbanization in
the modern world.

The Rise of the Urban Guerrillas
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Extremists turn back clock 
hundreds of years in Mosul

BAGHDAD - In the two weeks since it was seized by Sunni
militants, some residents of the northern Iraq city of Mosul feel
the clock has been turned back hundreds of years.
The militants, led by the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant
(ISIL) jihadist group, have begun imposing an extreme interpre-
tation of Islamic law in the days since they took the city, resi-
dents reached by telephone said.
"These militants will return us and our country hundreds of
years backwards, and their laws are the opposite of the laws of
human rights and international laws," said Umm Mohammed, a
35-year-old teacher. "We live in continuous fear of being sub-
jected to new pressures," she said. "We are afraid of being pre-
vented from working and contributing to building the commu-
nity." The city, known before 2003 for its historic sites and
parks and in later years as a hub for deadly violence, fell on
June 10 to the militants, who subsequently overran surrounding
Nineveh province and swathes of other territory.
Security forces in Mosul, a city of some two million people
before the offensive, wilted in the face of the onslaught, in some
cases abandoning uniforms and even vehicles in their haste to
flee. After seizing control, gunmen declared Nineveh a part of
their Islamic state and issued a document outlining new rules.
The 16-point document announced the prohibition of the selling

and consumption of
alcohol and drugs as
well as smoking, and
forbade gatherings and
carrying weapons.
Women are to wear
non-revealing clothes
and keep to their
homes, while "shrines"
are to be destroyed.
All depictions of peo-
ple are considered idol-
atrous under the mili-
tants' extreme interpre-

tation of Islam, and gunmen have removed various statues from
the city in recent days, including some depicting famous poets.
Abu Ramzi, one of Mosul's Christians who did not flee the city,
said militants destroyed a statue of the Virgin Mary in front of a
church. "We have not received any threat from any side yet,"
Abu Ramzi said. "We will not leave our houses and city even if
they slaughter us."
The militants also distributed a document to mosques in the city
ordering that they not make or publish any statement not
approved by ISIL, and designated a specific mosque for the
acceptance of the "repentance of apostates".
ISIL has also appointed representatives for different areas of the
city who are to conduct a survey of its residents.
One resident who fled said a neighbour told him that gunmen
came to check empty houses in the area and find out who owns
them. "They asked about my house, my (religious) sect and my
phone number," he said.
The gunmen left a message that he had two days to return and
renounce his Shiite faith, or the house would be burned.
Militants are deployed in most areas of Mosul, some on foot
and others moving either in civilian vehicles or those captured
from security forces when they withdrew, one resident said.
Some wear civilian clothes, while others dress in military uni-
forms or black.The militants, some of whom mask their faces,
are armed with a variety of weapons, including Kalashnikov
assault rifles and pistols.
There is a major electricity shortage in the city, and fuel is also
in short supply, with hundreds of people waiting for hours at
petrol stations to fuel their cars and trucks.
But not all residents of Mosul view the militants in a negative
light."The gunmen in Mosul are decent people, they are treating
the residents well," said Umm Abdullah, a woman who was
among half a million people who fled the city in the wake of the
militant takeover."We're not leaving because of them, we're
leaving because the government is bombing and has cut the
electricity and water in Mosul," she said.
"To be honest, I'm happy they took control of Mosul. I see them
as rebels, not gunmen, and I think they will make the city bet-
ter." But another resident, Abu Ali, 40, said that the city has just
moved from restrictions by Iraqi security forces to others by the
militants, who are imposing "a new style of life on us".
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 Reports

By Mohanad Hage Ali

As the world marks the 14th
anniversary of former Syr-
ian President Hafez al-
Assad’s passing, many ques-
tions are raised as to what
could have happened in
Syria - where a revolution
against his son Bashar
erupted into civil war in
2011 - had he lived on.
Would Hafez have been able
to better manage the crisis
which has left at least
150,000 people dead and
resulted in the flight of mil-
lions of Syrian refugees?

Infographic: Who was
Hafez al-Assad?

If he was still alive, the rev-
olution would have never
happened. We would be still
isolated, like North Korea,
little would be known about
this country,” Mohanad
Fayad, a Syrian activist
based in Raqqa province,
now under the full control
of the Islamic State in Iraq
and Syria (ISIS), said. He
believes that if Hafez al-
Assad, the incumbent’s
father, was alive today,
things would have been
quite different.
Fourteen years ago, Hafez
al-Assad, Syria’s ruthless
dictator, died. A decade
later, the Syrian revolution
started, diminishing the
regime’s control over much
of Syria, in spite of the ruth-
less crackdown on demon-
strators and defectors.
In addition to Bashar’s neo-
liberal economic policies
and their detrimental conse-
quences on the rural
regions, as well as the
regional Arab Spring dom-
ino effect, many claim that
much of the revolution is
about the father’s brutal leg-
acy, namely his infamous
crackdown on the Muslem
Brotherhood-led uprising in
1982. The cities and prov-
inces where his crackdown
took place, like Hama,

Homs, Jisr al-Shoghour and
Banyas, were at the forefront
of the revolution and the
later military defections.
Jisr al-Shoghour, where
Hafez brutally crushed a
Muslim Brotherhood rebel-
lion, witnessed the first bat-
tle between defectors and his
son’s army. Activists from
these 1982 scarred regions,
who participated in the 2011
revolution, carried these
memories, though they were
not even born when the
uprising occurred. Survivors
transferred their collective
memories of what had hap-
pened onto the next genera-
tion.
Mohammad Safy was born
in Hama a decade after the
1982 uprising and crack-
down. The bloody crack-
down skipped a generation
in his family, as none of his
uncles remain. “The oldest
was my grandfather, and
then came the grandchil-
dren,” he remembers. Over
the years, his grandfather,
who spent eight years in
Assad’s notorious prisons,
told the grandchildren tales
of the crackdown, the mur-
der of his sons and family,
how entire neighborhoods
were destroyed, including
ancient ones. These were
ingrained in Mohammad’s
memory and brought much
tension into his relationship
with the state’s institutions;
he felt the “sectarian” ten-
sions and discrimination. “I
felt alienated every time I
entered a government build-
ing,” he told Al Arabiya
News.
When the revolution started,
it was “magical,” Safy said.
Thepeople of Hama increas-
ingly poured into the streets,
he added. According to Safy,
the 800 thousand strong pop-
ulation of this historical city
did not require much persua-
sion to join the revolt early,
as if “they were all waiting
for that moment.”
Among the most significant
signs of the father’s endur-

ing legacy is the revolution’s
main slogan, chanted and
scrawled in graffiti in every
Syrian city and town: “We
curse your soul, Hafez.”
Born into a poor family of
Alawites, a minority Islamic
sect, Assad joined the Syrian
wing of the Baath Party in
1946 as a student activist.

While exiled to Egypt
between 1959-61, Assad and
other military officers
formed a committee to resur-
rect the flagging Syrian
Baath Party. After the Baath-
ists took power in 1963,
Assad took control of the air
force. In 1966, after taking
part in a coup that overthrew

sent the party’s founders into
exile, he became minister of
defense.
In November 1970, Assad
seized control, arresting
other members of the gov-
ernment. He became prime
minister and was elected
president in 1971.
The question now is; would
Syrians have revolted

against him if he was still
alive? Safy thinks not.
Fouad Ajami noted in his
book on Syria’s revolution
that Rifaat Assad, Hafez’s
brother who led the crack-
down in 1982, said that the
regime was ready to kill a
million Syrians in order to
defend “the revolution.”
The Assads refer to the
Baathist coup in March 8,
1963, as “the revolution,”
while Hafez’s coup against
President Nureddine Attasi
and his deputy, Salah Jdid,
is officially called and cele-
brated as the “corrective
movement.”
Alaa Shurbaji, a Syrian
teacher from Daraya where
Assad’s army cracked down
on dissent in 1982, believes
the revolution would have
never reached this point if
Hafez al-Assad was alive.
“He was known for his
shrewd and savvy politics.
The revolution started in
Deraa after the head of
security, Bashar’s cousin
Atef Naguib, tortured chil-
dren. If Hafez was running
the show, he would have
executed him in a public
square, or at least tried him
in court. He did the same
thing with his brother
Refaat - kicked him out of
the country to save his
power.” Hafez had accused
Refaat of preparing to top-
ple him.
Fayad agrees, adding that
“the country’s seclusion
from the world during
Hafez’s reign led people to
feel a mix of fear, of dissent
against him, and that his
departure would plunge the
country into unknown
chaos”.

But Hafez is still “alive,”
Hassan Jana, a Syrian acti-
vist, says. “His security
branches, repression, grie-
vances and the family rule
remain.” Bashar inherited
power but “changed noth-
ing,” he added, this revolu-
tion is against his father.
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Khalid Sanjari

The speed of events in
Iraq and the mass killing
and destruction amounts
to genocide. Nevertheless,
the perpetrators of this
current strategy act with
immunity. Regional and
global players appear to
have made up their minds,
either because of ven-
geance or satisfaction, to
unleash the most fearless
and merciless terrorist
group, the Islamic State of
Iraq and al-Sham (ISIS) to
carry out their goals. This
group has been cultivated
and supported by regional
players, including Turkey
and Qatar.
In an interview with the
Iraqi Agency Central
News ( 6-16, 2014), Gen-
eral RashedFileh stated
that the intelligence of
four regional players has
been plotting to change
the Iraqi government,
while the U.S. and Euro-
pean countries seek to
entrap ISIS in Iraq to
default its threat to them.
This analysis, however,
misreads the aims and
strategies of those who
use ISIS to serve their
objective. Most Middle
East analysts agree that
both regional and global
actors have unleashed
ISIS to enable it to gain
the needed resources and
new recruits to overcome
the resistance of the Syr-
ian regime and eventually
defeat it.
The latter analysis ade-
quately represents the
reality, but does not go far
enough. Indeed, for most
geopolitical players, ISIS
is an instrument for
advancing their goals
beyond Iraq. In the long
run, the goal of these
players may not necessar-
ily coincidebut certainly
their immediate goal,
tofragment Iraq and over-
come the will to resist of
the Syrian people, are
commonly shared by
these actors.
For global powers, too,
ISIS serves as a unique
and effective incubator for
hard headed terrorists and
religious zealots who can
be used to destabilize
Russia, China, and Iran.
This is not only because a
majority of ISIS members
are foreign (e.g., Che-
chens, Saudis, Pakistanis,
Afghanis, etc.) but also
because it rivalsthe tradi-
tional al Qaeda and is ide-
ologically disciplined.
The current tragedies in

Iraq should be unimagina-
ble in today’s world. But
not only do the regional
and global powers appear
to act freely in facilitating
terroristic activities
against a sovereign state,
but also ISIS does not
mind publicizing the
cruelties and crimes it per-
petuates against innocent
Iraqis. Resorting to pre-
Islam practices of slashing
the throats of its victims
or mutilating them is not
only barbaric, but also
against the basic princi-
ples of the faith. Worse,
such practices have been
justified by several
influential players in the
region.
Guided by an overriding
goal to weaken Iraq,
regional and global pow-
ers have espoused three
strategies: polarization
and fragmentation, pro-
foundly changing the
social fabric, and sup-
pressing and dictating
conditions. These strate-
gies were utilized imme-
diately after the invasion,
in 2003, but Iraqis at the
time were able to deter
their implementation.
The invading forces, in
2003, thought that the
polarization and fragmen-
tation strategy would be
easy to execute. It success
was initially marginal in
the center and the south of
Iraq butgained momentum
among the ethnic minority
in the North. However, as
Turkey, Qatar, and Saudi
Arabia have invested
heavily in activating this
strategy, many politicians,
regardless of their relig-
ious identity, have been
brought into the fold. In
addition, a few segments

of the population have
been enticed by these pol-
iticians.
The Obama administra-
tion entrusted Vice Presi-
dent, Joe Biden, with the
Iraqi file. This has been
bad news for Iraq and the
future of the region.
Biden, while in the Sen-
ate, was the author during
the Bush administration of
a resolution to attack and
invade Iraq. Prior to that,
he led a fierce campaign
to divide Iraq. Having
been responsible for the
Iraqi file means he ener-
geticallydeploys resources
to execute the strategy of
fragmenting Iraq. This
should be understood in
his unlimited support for
an ethnic separatist group
and the recent decision by
the separatists to take over
oil resources and installa-
tions. This move has ena-
bled separatists toconfront
effectively the central
government and dictate its
conditions.
Indeed, any role that is
played by the regional
powers, especially Turkey,
in fragmenting Iraq cannot
be done without direct
encouragement from
Biden. Biden is a sea-
soned politician and
knows how to formulate
political statements in a
way that regional players
understand their message.
It is in this context that
one should comprehend
the reason behind the
administration’s reluc-
tance to support Iraq in its
fight against terrorism.
The Obama administra-
tion has sought to buy
time with the hope that the
ethnic separatistswill com-
plete their control of the

oil rich Kirkuk andlarge
parts of the other two
provinces, Diy?l? and
Nineveh, while the central
government is busy fight-
ing terrorism. Once this is
done, then the ethnic sep-
aratists will be in a posi-
tion to announce its
planned course of action.
In terms of the second
strategy, changing the
social fabric, the geopolit-
ical players have sought to
sow mistrust and disagree-
ment among Iraqis, while
erasing Iraqi patriotic
identity and replacing it
with sectarian and ethnic
identification. Since the
early days of 2003, Wash-
ington with the blessing of
its regional allies, has
committed what amounts
to cultural genocide
askindness, compassion,
and pride of generosity,
the hallmarks of the Iraqi
society,have been replaced
with vengeance, fear, sus-
picions, and viciousness.
Just days after the inva-
sion, the Occupation
Authoritydenied employ-
ment to Iraqis if they did
not declare their religious
sect. Those who objected
found themselves with no
means to support their
families; jeopardizing the
welfare and the future of
their children. Washing-
ton’s objective was, and
still is, as reflected in
President Obama’s current
pronouncements on Iraq,
to institutionalize sectari-
anism in Iraqi institutions.
The third strategy of sup-
pression and dictates has
been the hallmark of
Washington policy toward
the region, including Iraq.
While Washington policy-
makers listen and heed to

Israeli instructions, they
lecture the Arabs and
aggressively seek their
submission. In the State
Department Daily Press
Briefing, on June 18,
2014, the speakerlam-
basted the Prime Minister
of Iraq over his recent
statement about who was
financing terrorism in
Iraq,saying he was inac-
curate and offensive. The
speaker asserted that his
statement was “the oppo-
site of what the Iraqi peo-
ple need right now, and
we have continued to
make the case to Prime
Minister Maliki . . . that
taking steps to govern in a
nonsectarian way, to be
more inclusive to
increased support to the
security forces is what his
focus should be on. And
this is obviously the oppo-
site of what that is.”
The problem with the
State Department’s state-
ment is that it not only
reprimands the Iraqi
Prime Minister and but
treats him as a mere
housekeeper in one of the
offices of the Department.
Furthermore, the state-
ment accuses him of sec-
tarianism instead of
denouncing in strongest
termscurrent terrorism
and those who support it
in Iraq. The New York
Times (June 17), for
example, stated in its edi-
torial “Turkey, for
instance, should shut its
border to militants and to
materiel (sic) flowing into
Syria and Iraq. And Saudi
Arabia, Kuwait and other
gulf states need to stop
financing (directly or indi-
rectly) ISIS.”
The Daily Beast reported

(June 16) that the CIA and
the Pentagon are afraid
that some individuals
affiliated with ISIS are
friends of the U.S which
makes it difficult to bomb
ISIS. It stated, “these
intelligence and defense
officials says (sic) that
they believe that some of
the people fighting with
Islamic State of Iraq and
al-Sham (ISIS) are former
U.S. allies who could be
turned against the hard-
core fanatics.”
This should not be sur-
prising as U.S intelligence
in its quest to infiltrate al
Qaeda has recruited sev-
eral jailed members. In
addition, a condition for
their release has been to
join extremist groups.
Many of these infiltrators
have turned into hardline
extremists who engage in
slaughtering innocent
Iraqi people and actively
participate in the destruc-
tion of public and private
properties, including his-
torical and religious sites.
Whether the above justifi-
cations are accurate or
not, two facts stand out.
First, policy makers in
Washington seek to
redraw the Iraqi political
map and change the dem-
ographic composition in
Iraq. Once the ethnic
minority expands its terri-
tory and firmlycontrols oil
resources in strategic
areas in Iraq and ISIS
manages to induce a large
number of Iraqis to leave
their cities, Washington
may interfere to force
Iraqi politicians to accept
the new changes on the
ground.
The second fact is that Ira-
qis, irrespective of their
religious affiliation, have
experienced horrific
crimes. The slaughtering
of Iraqis on a daily basis
and the destruction of
their historical and relig-
ious sites are a menace to
civilization and to human
understanding.
Various geopolitical actors
have contributed to the
current calamity in Iraq.
The presence of ISIS in
Iraq has not come unto
existence spontaneously.
Rather, it has been delib-
erate and terrifying. Those
who are responsible for
the presence of the ISIS in
Iraq must be confronted
and held accountable for
their despicable crimes.

Khalid Sanjari is a writer
on Middle East affairs.

Iraqi Calamity and Geopolitics
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EMPOWERING WOMEN
AGAINST CORRUPTION

As many as six Nepalese
women die giving birth at
home every day without
medical equipment or
supervision. Many of
them are teenagers. A
government programme
offers small cash allow-
ances to women who
gave birth in hospital. It’s
the kind of initiative that
is desperately needed,
and yet in one district
local officials created lists
of fake mothers, and
pocketed the money
themselves.
Nepalese women are not
alone. Whether bribery,
stolen state assets or sex-
ual exploitation, corrup-
tion hurts women and
girls around the world.
In the lead-up to meetings
at the end of June on a
UN convention to elimi-
nate discrimination
against women, it is time
we recognise why and
how corruption discrimi-
nates against women and
girls differently than it
does men.
Seventy per cent of the

world’s poor are women
and girls and corruption
keeps them without jobs,
education, healthcare,
clean water and legal
rights.
As the world looks
beyond 2015 and new
global development com-
mitments to succeed the
Millennium Development
Goals, effective policies
are needed to tackle the
corruption that keeps
women and girls trapped
in a cycle of blocked
opportunities.
As primary care-givers
for families, women are
often in more frequent
contact with basic ser-
vices like education and
health facilities and are
thus more exposed to
demands of bribes. While
the whole family suffers
the consequences of cor-
ruption, women can be
disproportionately
affected.
This is a reflection of the
problem of gender-
specific forms of corrup-
tion, such as sexual extor-

tion in exchange for ser-
vices or preferential treat-
ment. Studies on 15 Sub-
Saharan African countries
found that sexual exploi-
tation of female students
by male teachers was so
widespread that the prac-
tice had become an
accepted and “normal”
part of school life in
many parts of the region.

WHAT NEEDS TO
HAPPEN

There must be a gender
focus to the fight against
corruption. Empowering
women and promoting
their participation in pub-
lic life should be a cor-
nerstone of any interven-
tion. This includes:
Addressing forms of cor-
ruption that affect women
most
Promoting women’s par-
ticipation in public life
Creating gender-sensitive
reporting mechanisms
Integrating women in the
labour force of public ser-
vices.
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Sciences
Goosebump sensor

developed by Korean
research team

A research team has developed a sensor capable of measuring
goosebumps on the human body in real time.

The device uses a stick-on transparent conductive polymer to
quantify how big the bumps are and how long they last.

It works by recording a drop in the sensor's capacitance - its
ability to store an electrical charge - caused by it being
deformed by the buckling of the skin's surface.

The engineers say it could be used to study changes in people's
emotions.

The work was carried out at the Korea Advanced Institute of
Science and Technology, and details have been published in
the Applied Physics Letters journal.

The article explains that the thin, flexible, square sensor,
whose sides are about 2cm (0.8in) long, was tested on the arm
of a subject who was asked to grab ice cubes to induce the
reaction.

Although, by its nature, this involved a response to physical
stimuli, the researchers noted that other scientists had previ-
ously shown that goosebumps could be used to deduce
changes in a subject's emotional state brought on by music,
movies and other causes.

"In the future, human emotions will be regarded like any typi-
cal biometric information, including body temperature or
blood pressure," Prof Young Ho-cho told the journal.

Emotional triggers
Although more work needs to be done to correlate the meas-
urements with specific emotional states, and only certain
strong reactions might result in goosebumps, the journal still
suggested the technology could ultimately be used to create kit
to personalise adverts, music and other services based on the
user's reactions.

Such an idea is not new.

At one time video games developer Valve experimented with
developing a controller fitted with sensors to monitor players'
physiological states, suggesting this could be used to change
gameplay depending on whether it deduced they felt afraid,
bored or engaged.

Film studios have long determined re-edits based on audience
reactions to test screenings, and last year a UK-based movie-
maker took the idea to its logical conclusion with Many
Worlds - a film whose ending was determined by the brain-
waves of a volunteer wearing a sensor-laden cap.

But one human-computer interaction expert expressed concern
at the idea of a small, unobtrusive sensor being able to take
such techniques mainstream.

"What perhaps I can see as the most cynical application of this
is would be the maximisation of very pat emotional responses
by the entertainment industry," said Dr Bernie Hogan, of the
University of Oxford.

"They always want their products to give us these arousal
responses. Now they can zero in on exactly the moment of the
response and get rid of the messy details.

"This can only lead to more emotionally manipulative fluff."

One marketing consultant, however, proved more keen.

"This is the dream for many a modern marketeer who want
people to not just buy product or a service but have an emo-
tional engagement with their brand," said Simon Myers, a
partner at Prophet.

"Whilst people might rightly be horrified at this development,
there is one added benefit in that millions of dollars of adver-
tising and communication spend could at last receive a proper
customer-centric and very human audit."
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Sky cars to be built in
Tel Aviv

An elevated network of sky cars is to be built in Tel Aviv.
A 500m loop will be built on the campus of Israel Aero-
space Industries (IAI) followed by a commercial net-
work, according to skyTran, the company that will build
it.
Two-person vehicles will be suspended from elevated
magnetic tracks, as an alternative transport method to
congested roads, the firm promised.
The system should be up and running by the end of 2015.
The firm hopes the test track will prove that the technol-
ogy works and lead to a commercial version of the net-
work.
The plan is to allow passengers to order a vehicle on their
smartphone to meet them at a specific station and then
head directly to their destination.
The vehicles will achieve speeds of up to 70km/h
(43mph) although the commercial rollout is expected to
offer much faster vehicles.
A number of skyTran projects are planned globally,
including in India and the US, but will depend upon the
success of the Israeli pilot.
SkyTran, based at the Nasa research park in California,
hopes to revolutionise public transport.
Chief executive Jerry Sanders described the agreement to
build a test track with IAI as a "breakthrough" for the
project.
Joe Dignan, an independent smart city expert, said the
system represented "a hybrid between existing infrastruc-
ture and autonomous vehicles".
"It will get the market in the mood for autonomous vehi-
cles - it is not too scary, is cheaper than building out a
train line and uses part of the urban landscape, 20 feet
above ground, that isn't currently used."
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[Michigan, June 26, 2014]-
The American Human
Rights Council (AHRC)
joins the world’s
community in observing
the International Day
Against Torture that is
observed today, warning
that the increase in
torture worldwide
undermines the fight for
fundamental civil rights
and human rights.
On June 26, 1987, the
Convention against
Torture and Other Cruel,
Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment
http://legal.un.org/avl/ha/
catcidtp/catcidtp.html
was adopted to consider
torture, and all forms of
inhuman or degrading
treatment or punishment,
as being illegal. A decade
later on December 12,
1997, the UN General
Assembly proclaimed
June 26 as the annual
"International Day in
Support of Victims of
Torture." The
proclamation was
adopted in a resolution
(52/149) http://
www.un.org/ga/search/
view_doc.asp?symbol=A
/RES/52/149 and
recognized as a Universal
Convention against the
use of Torture.
AHRC takes this

occasion to affirm the
basic human right of
every individual to
personal dignity, equal
protection, prevention
and eradication of torture,
end to the inhuman or
degrading treatment or
punishment that torture
represents. The United
Nations has condemned
torture from the outset as
one of the vilest acts
perpetrated by human
beings on their fellow
human beings.
“The use of torture in our
world today undermines
our combined
commitment to uphold
the fundamental civil
rights for every human
being,” said AHRC Legal
Advisor, Mohammed
Alomari, Esq. He added
"Torture cannot be
justified under any
circumstances as it is one
of the most profound

human rights abuses that
should not be tolerated."
The AHRC supports the
efforts by the United
Nations and many NGOs
and individuals who

work tirelessly for the
prevention of torture and
support suffering victims
fight against torture.
Today AHRC marks the

occasion to advance the
collective efforts towards
raising more awareness
about this global
challenge.  
“Speaking out against
torture is relevant to all
Americans because the
use of torture as a means
of punishing individuals
or as a quasi-judicial

method to extract
information outside of the
judicial system erodes the
very foundation of the
civil rights that we enjoy
today," said AHRC

Executive Board Member
Professor Michael
Thomas. He added "We
all stand united towards a
world free from torture."
The AHRC mandate
states, “We will provide
advocacy and other
related services wherever
the restoration of human
rights is essential to
peoples’ well-being. The
AHRC will work to
ensure that the rights of
prisoners, and their
families, are recognized
and defended. Although
AHRC will primarily
focus on the United
States, it will work in
conjunction with any
organization which can
help us achieve our
mission of protecting
human rights around the
world, regardless of
geographical or other
boundaries.”
The AHRC has
established offices at
13530 Michigan Avenue,
Suite 332, in Dearborn,
Michigan 48126. Offices
are also planned for
Chicago and cities across
the United States. The
telephone number of the
Michigan Office is 313-
914-3251 and the fax
number is 313-914-3284.
The AHRC website is
www.AHRCUSA.org.

The contact email is
info@AHRCUSA.org.
END

AHRC recognizes fight against torture
as a critical foundation of Human Rights

Exclusively
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environment

206 Million Pounds of Toxic
Chemicals Dumped into 

John Rumpler

WASHINGTON, DC – From the Chesapeake Bay to the Great
Lakes to the Puget Sound, industrial facilities dumped more
than 206 million pounds of toxic chemicals into America’s
waterways in 2012, according to a new report by Environment
America Research and Policy Center. The “Wasting Our
Waterways” report comes as the Environmental Protection
Agency considers a new rule to restore Clean Water Act pro-
tections to 2 million miles of critical waterways across the
nation – a move bitterly opposed by the lobbyists for corporate
agribusiness, including the American Farm Bureau.
“America’s waterways should be clean – for swimming, drink-
ing, and supporting wildlife,” said Ally Fields, clean water
advocate with Environment America Research and Policy Cen-
ter. “But too often, our waters have become a dumping ground
for polluters. The first step to curb this tide of toxic pollution is
to restore Clean Water Act protections to all our waterways.”
Based on data submitted by polluting facilities themselves, the
group’s report uses information from the EPA’s Toxics Release
Inventory for 2012, the most recent data available. Major find-
ings of the report include:
 Our nation’s iconic waterways are still threatened by toxic

pollution – with polluters discharging huge volumes of chemi-
cals into the watersheds of the Great Lakes (8.39 million
pounds), the Chesapeake Bay (3.23 million pounds), the Upper
Mississippi River (16.9 million pounds), and the Puget Sound
(578,000 pounds) among other beloved waterways.
 Tyson Foods Inc. is the parent-company reporting dumping

the largest discharge of toxic chemicals into our waterways,
with a total of 18,556,479 lbs – 9 percent of the nationwide
total of toxic discharges. Of the top ten parent-companies by
total pounds of toxics released, four are corporate agribusiness
companies (Tyson Inc., Cargill Inc., Perdue Farms Inc, and Pil-
grims Pride Corp.).
 Corporate agribusiness facilities, the report also finds, were

responsible for approximately one-third of all direct discharges
of nitrates to our waterways, which can cause health problems
in infants and contribute to “dead zones” in our waters. For
example, pollution in the Mississippi River watershed has con-
tributed to the massive dead zone in the Gulf of Mexico.
Of the several steps needed to curb this tide of toxic pollution,
Environment America Research and Policy Center is highlight-
ing one piece of the solution that could become a reality this
year: The EPA’s proposed rule to restore Clean Water Act pro-
tections to more than 2 million miles of streams and millions
of acres of wetlands across the country. As a result of court
cases brought by polluters, more than half of America’s
streams and the drinking water for 117 million Americans are
now at risk of having no protection from pollution under the
federal Clean Water Act. Following years of advocacy by
Environment America Research and Policy Center’s and its
allies, this spring, the EPA finally proposed a rule to close the
loopholes that have left America’s waterways and risk and
restore Clean Water Act protections.
“It’s high time that we restore protections for the drinking
water for 1 in 3 Americans,” said Fields. “That’s why today we
are releasing this report and running an ad in Politico as part of
a broad effort to educate the public and engage elected offi-
cials to weigh in with the Obama administration in support of
its Clean Water Act rulemaking.”
But corporate agribusiness is vigorously opposing these criti-
cal clean water protections.
“Looking at the data from our report today, you can see why
polluters might oppose any efforts to better protect our

waters,” said Ally Fields. “That’s why we are working with farmers, small businesses, and hundreds of thousands of ordinary
Americans to make sure our voices for clean water are heard in Washington, D.C. The future of the waterways we love – from the
Chesapeake Bay to the Colorado River – hangs in the balance.”
The public comment period on the clean water rule began the day before Earth Day, and it is open through October 20. “America’s
waterways shouldn’t be a polluter’s dumping ground,” said Fields. “If we want our waterways to be clean for future generations to
enjoy, we must restore Clean Water Act protections to our waterways now.”
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Arabic inscriptions of
Alhambra decoded

centuries later

By Elisa Santafe - MADRID

Researchers armed with modern technology such as digital
cameras and 3D laser scanners have embarked on a mission to
catalogue and decipher for the first time the words that adorn
Spain's most-visited tourist attraction. For centuries visitors to
the Alhambra fortress-palace in Granada, built by Spain's
medieval Moorish rulers, have wondered what the thousands
of Arabic inscriptions that are carved into its walls and ceil-
ings mean.
What the researchers have found so far is that, contrary to
what was widely believed, verses from the Koran and poetry
represent only a tiny minority of the messages in classical Ara-
bic that cover the Alhambra, Europe's jewel of Muslim archi-
tecture. "They do not make up not even 10 percent of what has
been studied so far," said Juan Castilla an investigator with the
School of Arabic Studies at Spain's Higher Scientific Research
Council which is directing the project.
Instead the phrase that appears most frequently is the motto of
the Nasrid dynasty that ruled Granada from 1238 until the
Spanish reconquered the city in 1492: "There is no victor but
God." "It is repeated hundreds of times," said Castilla, whose
team has so far decoded 3,116 inscriptions of the roughly
10,000 that cover the sprawling complex since work on the
project began in 2002.
The next most common messages are single words like
"perpetual happiness" that are thought to be expressions of
divine wishes for the Muslim rulers of Granada.
Many other inscriptions consist of aphorisms, terse sayings
embodying a general truth, such as "Be sparse in words and
you will go in peace" and "Rejoice in good fortune, because
God helps you." Until now there have only been partial studies
of what the inscriptions meant, including one ordered by the
Catholic monarchs Ferdinand and Isabella who sought to
purge Spain of Muslims after the reconquest of Granada in
1492. "It seems incredible that there is no exhaustive cata-
logue (of the inscriptions) in the 21st century," said Castilla.
Many of the inscriptions are wrapped around arches and pil-
lars, making them hard to read with the naked eye from
ground level. Further complicating the task is the fact that arti-
sans who did the engraving used an elaborately cursive script,
which can be difficult to read. Calligraphy was a major art
form. The researchers hope to have 65 percent of the inscrip-
tions catalogued and translated into Spanish by the end of the
year and the entire project finished in 2011.
The inscriptions will be translated into English and French as
well later on. Those that have been translated so far are availa-
ble on a DVD and a book which outlines where each one
appears and when it was created. The Alhambra, which was
listed as a UNESCO world heritage site in 1994, received 3.1
million visitors in 2008, according to the company that man-
ages ticket sales for the 13th century palace and fortress com-
plex. It suffered pillage and decay over the centuries but
remained intact and in recent years has undergone extensive
restoration.
According to legend, when the Spanish reconquered Granada
in 1492, the city's last Arabic ruler burst into tears as he sur-
veyed the Alhambra for the last time as the royal party moved
south toward exile. When his mother approached him she said:
"Do not weep like a woman for what you could not defend
like a man." 
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MaternityFasting in pregnancy
Is fasting safe for my baby?

There's no clear answer. Despite research, we can't be sure that
fasting is safe for you and your baby. 
However, fasting in pregnancy appears to be safer for you and
your baby if you feel strong and well enough, and if your preg-
nancy is going well. 
If you don't feel well enough to fast, or are worried about your
health or your baby's wellbeing, Islamic law gives you clear
permission not to fast. Talk to your GP or midwife and get a
general health check before deciding to fast. 
One factor is when the fast takes place. If Ramadan coincides
with summer, this means hot weather and long days, which
puts you at greater risk of dehydration. 
What do studies into fasting in pregnancy show?
Some studies show little or no effect on newborn babies whose
mums fasted in pregnancy. Others suggest health problems
later in life, or that fasting in pregnancy may have some effect
on the intelligence or academic ability of a child. 
Here’s what the research has told us so far:
The Apgar score of babies of women who fasted in pregnancy
was no different from babies of women who didn't fast.
Fasting in pregnancy may cause a baby to have a lower birth
weight, especially if the fasting took place in the first trimes-
ter. However, other studies found the difference in birth weight
to be very small.
Babies born to mums who fasted either in pregnancy or at the
time of conception may grow up to be slightly shorter and
thinner. But again, this difference is very small.
The chemical balance of the blood changes when you fast. But
the changes don't appear to be harmful to you or your baby.
There's some concern that fasting may affect how well a baby
grows in the uterus (womb), or that fasting may be linked to
premature labour. Some studies suggest that more babies are
born early if their mums fast during Ramadan, though the
country you live in also plays a part.
How will I cope with fasting?
If your weight and lifestyle are generally healthy you are
likely to cope better with fasting. Your baby needs nutrients
from you, and if your body has enough energy stores, fasting
is likely to have less of an impact. 
How your body deals with fasting will also depend on:
your general health before you became pregnant
your stage of pregnancy
the length of time you fast during the day
Fasting in the summer months is likely to be harder work for
you than it would be in the winter due to the longer days and
higher temperatures.
What do other women do?
According to some studies, about three quarters of pregnant
Muslim women worldwide choose to fast for Ramadan. But
everyone has their own way of observing Ramadan. 
Most Islamic leaders say that you should fast if you are
healthy enough to do so. But they also say that if you are
unwell you mustn't fast. You shouldn't ignore this special per-
mission if you feel unwell, or if you fear that fasting could
harm you or your baby. 
Only you can judge how healthy you feel, and what the right
decision is for you. Talk to your family, midwife or doctor, and
an Islamic sheikh, to help you to consider your options.
How should I prepare for fasting?
Plan ahead to make things easier during Ramadan:
Talk to your midwife, who can check your health and for any
possible complications that fasting makes you more prone to,
such as diabetes (gestational diabetes) and anaemia. You may
need to have more frequent check-ups during your fast to
monitor your blood sugar levels. Fasting is not considered to
be safe if you have diabetes and are pregnant. 
If you're used to having a lot of caffeinated drinks, such as cof-
fee, tea and cola, cut back before you fast to prevent with-
drawal headaches. You shouldn't have more than 200mg of
caffeine a day when you are pregnant, which is about two cups
of instant coffee. Remember that chocolate and green tea also
contain some caffeine.
Talk to your employer about managing your work during
Ramadan, whether through reducing your working hours or
having extra breaks. Read more about working and fasting.
Your doctor, midwife or a dietitian can help you to work out
your dietary needs.Keep a food diary, so you know what you
are eating and drinking.
Start preparing early by doing shopping and errands before
you fast.
What warning signs should I look out for?
Contact your doctor as soon as possible if:
You're not putting on enough weight, or are losing weight. You
probably won't be weighed during your antenatal appoint-
ments, so try to weigh yourself regularly at home while you

are fasting.
You become very thirsty, are
weeing less frequently, or if
your wee becomes dark-
coloured and strong-
smelling. This is a sign of
dehydration, and it can make
you more prone to urinary
tract infections (UTIs) or
other complications.
You develop a headache or
other pains, or a fever.
You become nauseous or
start vomiting.
You should contact your
doctor straight away if:
There is a noticeable change
in your baby’s movements,
such as if your baby is not
moving around or kicking as
much.
You notice contraction-like
pains. This could be a sign

of premature labour.
You feel dizzy, faint, weak,
confused or tired, even after
you have had a good rest.
Break your fast immediately
and drink water containing
salt and sugar, or an oral
rehydration solution such as
Dioralyte, and contact the
doctor.
How can I make fasting in
pregnancy easier?
Keep calm and avoid stress-
ful situations. Changes in
your routine, a lack of food
and water, and eating and
drinking at different times,
can cause stress. Pregnant
women who fasted during
Ramadan were found to
have higher levels of the
stress hormone cortisol in
their blood than women who
didn't fast.

Take things easy, and accept
help when it is offered. Even
if your family and friends
stay up late, you may need
to mark this Ramadan with
more quiet, restful time.
Ask family or friends who
have fasted while being
pregnant for tips and sug-
gestions.
Keep cool, as you may
become dehydrated quickly,
which isn't good for you or
your baby.
Plan your days so you can
take regular rests.
Try not to walk long dis-
tances or carry anything
heavy.
Cut down on housework and
anything that tires you out.

Followed by Page 62



 June  2014 -VOLUME -2- ISSUE :18  WWW.ARABAMERICANTODAY.NET59

Health &
beauty

Some health
guidelines for Ramadan.

This article provides useful advice on how to avoid some com-
mon problems encountered in Ramadhan. If followed, it would
enable one to fast comfortably and enjoy fully the spiritual bene-
fits of Ramadhan. During the holy month of Ramadhan, our diet
should not differ very much from our normal diet and should be
as simple as possible. The diet should be such that we maintain
our normal weight, neither losing nor gaining. However, if one is
over-weight, Ramadhan is an ideal time to normalise one’s
weight. In view of the long hours of fasting, we should consume
slow digesting foods including fibre containing-foods rather than
fast-digesting foods. Slow digesting foods last up to 8 hours,
while fast-digesting foods last for only 3 to 4 hours.
Slow-digesting foods are foods that contain grains and seeds like
barley, wheat, oats, millet, semolina, beans, lentils, wholemeal
flour, unpolished rice, etc. (called complex carbohydrates).     
 Fast-burning foods are foods that contain sugar, white flour, etc.
(called refined carbohydrates).                             
Fibre-containing foods are bran-containing foods, whole wheat,
grains and seeds, vegetables like green beans, peas, sem (papry),
marrow, mealies, spinach, and other herbs like methie, the leaves
of beetroot (iron-rich), fruit with skin, dried fruit especially dried
apricots, figs and prunes, almonds, etc.                               The
foods eaten should be well-balanced, containing foods from each
food group, i.e. fruits, vegetables, meat /chicken / fish, bread /
cereals and dairy products. Fried foods are unhealthy and should
be limited. They cause indigestion, heart-burn, and weight prob-
lems.
Avoid  : Fried and fatty foods.                     
Foods containing too much sugar.  Over-eating especially at
sehri.  Too much tea at sehri. Tea makes you pass more urine tak-
ing with it valuable mineral salts that your body needs during the
day. Smoking  cigarettes.  If  you  cannot  give up  smoking,  cut
down gradually starting a few weeks before Ramadhan. Smoking
is unhealthy and one should stop completely.     
Eat: Complex carbohydrates at sehri so that the food lasts longer
making you less hungry.   Haleem is an excellent source of pro-
tein and is a slow-burning food.  Dates are excellent source of
sugar, fibre, carbohydrates, potassium and magnesium.  Almonds
are rich in protein and fibre with less fat.    Bananas are a good
source of potassium, magnesium and carbohydrates.  
Drink : As much water or fruit juices as possible between iftar
and bedtime so that your body may adjust fluid levels in time.
 Constipation: Constipation can cause piles (haemorroids), fis-
sures (painful cracks in anal canal) and indigestion with a bloated
feeling.
Causes: Too much refined foods, too little water and not enough
fibre in the diet. Remedy: Avoid excessive refined foods, increase
water intake, use bran in baking, brown flour when making roti.
Indigestion And Wind: Causes: Over-eating. Too much fried
and fatty foods, spicy foods, and foods that produce wind e.g.
eggs, cabbage, lentils, carbonated drinks like Cola also produce
gas. Remedy: Do not over-eat, drink fruit juices or better still
drink water. Avoid fried foods, add ajmor to wind-producing
foods.
Lethargy (‘low blood pressure’) : Excessive sweating, weak-
ness, tiredness, lack of energy, dizziness, especially on getting up
from sitting position, pale appearance and feeling faint are symp-
toms associated with “low blood pressure”. This tends to occur
towards the afternoon. Causes: Too little fluid intake, decreased
salt intake. Remedy:  Keep  cool,  increase  fluid  and  salt
intake. Caution: Low blood pressure should be confirmed by tak-
ing a blood pressure reading when symptoms are present. Persons
with high blood pressure may need their medication adjusted dur-
ing Ramadhan. They should consult their doctor.

Continued on page 62
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– 

DIY Bimba & Lola
Inspired Tribal Bangle

I know these are a few seasons back but I love the col-
ours of these creations by Bimba and Lola. They
inspired me to use my colourful embroidery thread rem-
nants and some fab new supplies from Thailand in an
interesting way!

When I was in Chiang Mai celebrating my 30th birth-
day, I went on a DIY mission with my cousin. She’s the
uber-talented cake maker behind Charles and Violet and
a great hobby photographer for my blog. Paula and I
both love making things, it’s in our blood and lucky for
us Chiang Mai is Thailand’s handicrafts capital. Just a
stone’s throw from where we were staying at Le Mérid-
ien in Chiang Mai we discovered a whole host of craft
and fabric stores where the locals go to buy supplies to
make everything from table centerpieces to beautiful
Buddhist offerings.

The cord I used for this bangle was found while I was
mesmerised by two monks in bright orange walking
around the store. I was so intrigued by them and of
course, not allowed to take a photo of them (hence no
photo here). The lengths of this cord (shown below) is
dyed into several different colors and every time I look
at the rainbow of color I am reminded of those monks.

What you will need:

Colored rhinestones, (mine are from Wander and Hunt),
a cheap/old bangle, colorful embroidery thread, E6000
glue and some interesting thicker cord (like the stuff I
got from Chiang Mai)

Steps:

1. Begin by wrapping small sections of the bangle with
embroidery thread, use the E6000 glue to bond it neatly
to the bangle.
2. Now glue on the cord in addition.
3. Finally glue the rhinestones where you’d like them to
sit.
So easy! I think the bangle looks great stacked with
other DIY arm candy…but more on that other bracelet
to come soon!
For more fashion and lifestyle DIY ideas, check out
Simone Heng's blog DIYnamicstyle.com.

 

313  409-9541



 June  2014 -VOLUME -2- ISSUE :18  WWW.ARABAMERICANTODAY.NET61

Your home & kitchen

x30



 June  2014 -VOLUME -2- ISSUE :18  WWW.ARABAMERICANTODAY.NET62

Your Voice

Fasting in pregnancyFrom Pg56
What's the best way to break my fast?
Choose a variety of healthy foods and have plenty to drink at
Suhoor (pre-dawn meal) and Iftar (meal taken at dusk). Have a
healthy bedtime snack too, and set your alarm clock if you
need to, so you don't miss your pre-dawn meal.
Choose foods that release energy slowly. Complex carbohy-
drates, such as wholegrains and seeds, and high-fibre foods,
such as pulses, vegetables and dried fruits, will help to keep
you going. This will also help to prevent constipation.
Avoid having lots of sugary foods that will raise your blood
sugar levels quickly. Your blood sugar may then drop quickly,
which may make you feel faint and dizzy.
Rather than high-fat, refined foods, choose healthier options
such as potatoes or chickpeas.
Make sure you get plenty of protein from beans, nuts and well-
cooked meat and eggs. This will help your baby to grow well.
Try to drink about 1.5 litres to 2 litres of water or other fluids
between dusk and dawn, and avoid caffeinated drinks such as
tea and coffee. Caffeine makes you lose more water when you
wee, so you may be more likely to become dehydrated, espe-
cially if the weather is hot.
I'm still not sure if I should fast. What should I do?
Ask your midwife to give you a general health check before
you begin. An Islamic sheikh will probably suggest getting
medical advice to help you to make your decision. Consider
trying a trial fast for a day or so, see how you feel, and then go
back to your midwife or GP for a check-up.

Headache:  Causes:  Caf-
feine  and  tobacco-
withdrawal,  doing too much
in one day, lack of sleep,
hunger usually occur as the
day goes by and worsens  by
day end. Associated with
“low blood pressure”, the
headache can be quite
severe and can also cause
nausea before Iftar.
Remedy: Cut down caffeine
and tobacco slowly starting
a  week  or  two  before
Ramadhan.  Herbal  and
caffeine-free teas may be
substituted. Reorganise your
schedule during the Rama-
dan so as to have adequate
sleep.
Low Blood Sugar: Weak-
ness, dizziness, tiredness,
poor concentration, perspir-
ing easily, feeling shaky
(tremor), unable to perform
physical activities,  head-

ache, palpitations are symp-
toms of low blood sugar.
Causes: in non-diabetics
Having too much sugar i.e.
refined carbohydrates espe-
cially at suhur (sehri). The
body produces too much
insulin causing the blood
glucose to drop.
Remedy: Eat something at
sehri and limit sugar-
containing foods and drinks.

Caution: Diabetics may need
to adjust their medication in
Ramadan, consult your doc-
tor.
Muscle Cramps: Causes:
Inadequate intake of cal-
cium, magnesium and potas-
sium foods.
Remedy: Eat foods rich in
the above minerals e.g. veg-
etables, fruit, dairy products,
meat and dates.
Caution: Those on high

blood pressure medication
and with kidney stone prob-
lems should consult their
doctor.
Peptic Ulcers, Heart Burn,
Gastritis and Hiatus Hernia
Increased  acid  levels  in
the  empty stomach in
Ramadhan aggravate the
above conditions. It presents
as a burning feeling in the
stomach  area under  the
ribs and  can  extend  upto
the  throat.  Spicy  foods,
coffee,  and  Cola  drinks
worsen these conditions.
Medications are available to
control acid levels in the
stomach. People with
proven peptic ulcers and
hiatus hernia should consult
their doctor well before
Ramadhan.
Kidney Stones: Kidney
stones may occur in people
who have less liquids to

drink. Therefore, it is essen-
tial to drink extra liquids so
as to prevent stone forma-
tion.

Joint Pains

Causes: During Ramadhan,
when extra salah are per-
formed the pressure on the
knee joints increases. In the
elderly and those with arthri-
tis this may result in pain,
stiffness, swelling and dis-
comfort.
Remedy: Lose weight so that
the knees do not have to
carry extra load. Exercise the
lower limbs before Ramad-
han so that they can be pre-
pared for the additional
strain. Being physically fit
allows greater fulfilment,
thus enabling one to perform
salah with  ease.  

Some health guidelines for Ramadan..From Pg 59
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Pioneering Women

ARABIAN
BUSSINESS " 

2014
UAE's Lubna Al Qasimi .. Ms. most influential in the Arab world

The first woman occupies
a ministerial post in the
government of the UAE ..
She adopts a trade policy
based on openness and
competitiveness .
"Forbes" the American
magazine , puts Sheikha
Lubna bint Khalid Al
Qasimi, the Minister of
Foreign Trade, United
Arab Emirates, on top of
the list of "the most power-
ful Arab woman figure " ,
while she came in the 70th
rank in the world; within
the main menu of the most
powerful figures Women's
World, which included 100
lady in the world.
Forbes said that the selec-
tion of Sheikha Lubna
came from her strength
concern the regional pres-
ence, she constantly rein-
force the status of the UAE
on the global level , she
contributes to the develop-
ment efforts of the UAE
government in economic
diversification , through
the pursuit of the develop-
ment of foreign trade ,
through the adoption of a
trade policy based on
openness and competitive-
ness, those are elements
helped to put the UAE on
the road of economic
recovery and development
.. .The magazine  added
that Sheikha Lubna is the
first woman to hold a mini-
sterial post in the UAE
government, through the
receipt of the Ministry of
Economy earlier, and the
Ministry of Foreign Trade,
currently, at the time , she
ran a successful company
advanced in electronic
commerce, and worked
hard to automate the work
of government agencies in
the state. The report
explained commenting on
the list ; that the choice of
Al Qasimi in these top
rank , also came in recog-
nition of her experience ,
also , her distinctive role in
the development of
women's rights in the
region, in addition to her
humanitarian efforts con-
tinued for sustainable
development, her contin-
ued support for women's
issues , childhood, youth
and development, at the
level of the Islamic coun-
tries and the world.

Legendary Biography    

Lubna bint Khalid bin Sul-
tan Al Qasimi, was born in
4th of February, 1962; she
was the first Secretary of
UAE appointed as Minister
of Economy and Planning ,
in the 30th of October
2004, she was re-appointed
as secretary of the Ministry
is a new Ministry of For-
eign Trade on the seven-
teenth of February 2007 ..
A member of the ruling
family of the Emirate of
Sharjah,
As she is the daughter of
Sheikh Sultan bin
Mohammed Al Qasimi's
brother, the ruler of the
emirate; graduated from
the University of Califor-
nia, she got a Bachelor cer-
tificate of computer, then
she took the certificate of
business administration
from the American Univer-
sity in Sharjah, then , she
was granted an honorary
degree in scienceby the
University of California .
For her life before assum-
ing the ministry, the Find
Free Encyclopedia
"Wikipedia," before return-
ing to the United Arab
Emirates, she workedas
programmer for a software
company called
(Datamation) in 1981. She
also served as director of
the Dubai branch of the
General Information

Authority, the organization
responsible for automating
the federal government of
the United Arab Emirates.
then she took the position
of "senior manager" of the
Management Information
Systems at the Dubai Ports
Authority "D. B. A), which
is the largest port in the
Middle East, she has
worked in this place for
seven years.

Al Qassimi has a long
experience extends more
than 20 years, in the fields
of information technology
management in the Middle
East. sh weas awarded the
distinctive civil servant in
1999 , the Italian Mnrava
Award in 2005 in the field
of economy, the award of
(itp) Arab Technology, in
addition to the award of
the British House of Lords
in 2004. She got the title of
Goodwill Ambassador in
2003, American Business
Award for 2004. The
Award of Dubai Quality

Group. The award for best
personal achievement.

Forbes again

According to "Forbes "
magazine there is a com-
ment on the list of 2013,
that the methodology of
choosing the winners
adopted the cultural per-
spective wider in the selec-
tion of the most powerful
women in the world for
the current year, pointing
out that the evaluation was
not based on titles and tra-
ditional roles as much as it
was based on creative
influence , entrepreneurial
spirit, efficiency in busi-
ness management, which
means the extent of the
superiority which   Al
Qasimi enjoys in this
regard, especially with a
hint of the American Jour-
nal indicated that women
in the anthology business
world, are supporting of
major issues , sometimes
in unconventional means.
Women in "Forbes" list
were distributed in term of
strength to four catego-
ries;: politics, business,
media, lifestyle, entertain-
ment, sports and fashion.
The women were arranged
in each category, then a
comparison between one
category and another ..
Mrs. America   First
Michelle Obama ranked
the first, followed by the
chief executive in "Kraft"
CO.

Irene Rosenfeld ranked the
second, then the
??television lady "Oprah
Winfrey Show" in third
place, while the German
Chancellor Angela Merkel
in fourth place, Lady Gaga
ranked seventh, Knowles
ranked ninth, and Ellen
Degeneryz, ranked tenth.
four Arab women came in
the list of most 100 power-
ful female character in the
world, they are - in addi-
tion to Sheikha Lubna Al
Qasimi - : Sheikha Mozah
bint Misnad wife of the
Emir of Qatar in the rank
74, Queen Rania Al
Abdullah the wife of king
of Jordan ranked 76, and
Kuwaiti businesswoman
Maha Al-Ghoneim ranked
94.
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World Cup television coverage
breaks viewing records

Japan's clash against Ivory Coast was one of the most viewed
games of the 2014 World Cup so far as television coverage
shattered a host of records during the first round of group
matches, FIFA said on Friday.
As many as 34.1 million viewers in Japan watched the team's
2-1 defeat by the Ivorians on the NHK channel at 10 a.m. local
time, while 42.9 million in Brazil saw the hosts beat Croatia 3-
1 in the tournament's opener on TV Globo.The match between
the U.S. and Ghana was watched by 11.1 million on ESPN in
the United States, setting a new record for ESPN coverage of a
men's World Cup match.
"These record-breaking figures show just how popular football
and the FIFA World Cup is across the world, from Japan to
Argentina," said FIFA TV director Niclas Ericson. "We are
seeing highly encouraging growth in interest in markets such
as the United States and Australia."
England's 2-1 defeat by Italy in the Amazon city of Manaus
attracted 14.2 million on BBC 1 in the UK and 12.8 million on
RAI 1, the highest TV audiences in both countries in 2014.
Germany's ARD channel had 26.4 million watching the
country's 4-0 win over Portugal.

Assad’s brother in Twitter
picture after media hiatus

Syrian President Bashar al-Assad’s brother, Maher, has had his
photo go viral on Twitter after he posed for a snap with a well-
known Syrian singer.
Maher al-Assad has not stepped into the media spotlight for
years and last year, it was rumored that he had died when a
security headquarters in Damascus was targeted in a bomb
attack. A brigadier general in the Syrian army, Maher was
photographed with Syrian crooner George Wasoof. The
pictures were posted Wednesday on the Twitter account of
Lebanese television presenter Neshan Deirharotyonian. On his
Twitter account, the presenter wrote: “I took this picture four
days ago, with George Wasoof, with Brigadier General Maher
al-Assad who hasn’t had media exposure for four years.”
Wasoof appeared on Deirharotyonian’s show last week.
However, the date the picture was taken cannot be confirmed.
On Saturday, Wassouf paid a visit to the Damascus residence
of President Assad in a show of support for the embattled
leader, according to media reports. In a photo that was
published by media outlets Friday, Wassouf is seen shaking
hands with Assad as well as laughing and chatting.

A brigadier general in the Syrian army, Maher (L) was photographed with
Syrian crooner George Wasoof.(Photo courtesy: Twitter)
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 Health & Medical

Healthy Ramadan
meal plan

These healthy meal ideas will give you a varied
and balanced diet during Ramadan. They include
ingredients from the major five food groups.

The meal plan has been written by medical
experts in consultation with Islamic scholars.

Fluids (water and juices) and dates should be
added to each Suhoor (pre-dawn meal) and Iftar
(dinner – the meal which ends the day's fast).
The fast is broken with dates, followed by din-
ner.

Suhoor: a bowl of porridge with milk, one slice
of toast and a handful of unsalted nuts
Iftar: pitta bread with chicken, salad and hum-
mus and one or two pieces of baklava

Suhoor: wheat-based cereal with milk, a plain
scone or crumpet and an apple or banana
Iftar: chicken with boiled rice, vegetable curry
and mixed salad, followed by fruit salad with
single cream

Suhoor: a bowl of shredded wheat or muesli and
a pear or orange

Iftar: baked fish with roasted vegetables, or fish
curry with rice followed by sweet vermicelli or
one piece of jalebi (an Indian sweet)

Suhoor: cheese, then one teaspoon of jam with
crackers or toast, and a handful of dried fruits
Iftar: pasta cooked with vegetables and chicken
or fish, and a slice of plain cake with custard 
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Brave Algeria loses
to Germany 2-1 in

extra time
By Ross Dunbar - Algeria's World Cup campaign has con-
jured up some outstanding moments. But Germany's sharp
extra-time start put an end to dreams of a place in the quar-
ter-finals. Andre Schurrle hit first, before Mesut Ozil fin-
ished off in the final minutes to send Germany through.
Substitute Abdel Djabou scored a late consolation in the
120th minute of action in Porto Alegre.
The clean sheet inside 90 minutes, however, was a first for
Algeria at this World Cup – a tournament of many achieve-
ments: their first win – and goal - at the World Cup since
1982 and the highest-scoring African team in a single
match.

Changes - luck or genius?

Whether Vahid Halilhodzic, the Algerian head coach, had a
master plan at work, or if he was incredibly lucky, we'll
never know. The Franco-Bosnian made another five
changes to the starting eleven, as he did for the second
group match against South Korea.
It raised an eyebrow, for sure. No Carl Medjani or Nabil
Bentaleb, no Yacine Brahimi or Djabou, or Madjid Bou-
gherra from the start. The feeling pre-match immediately
was that Algeria would 'park the bus', as the ultra-defensive
system has become known.
But actually, Algeria were much more progressive. Defen-
sively strong, well-positioned and compact, they were, but
the transitions between defence and attack were lethal, at
times. It begs the question if Brahimi, Djabou and others
had started, would Algeria have increased their chances of
winning this match?

Desert Foxes are up-to-speed

Even after defeat, Algeria can be proud of their new gener-
ation. The signs are encouraging, and with the 2015 Afri-
can Cup of Nations around the corner, success will be the
aim. Key, though, to how strong Algeria have been in
building these incisive, quick transitions is the style of
player in their ranks. They possess several modern football-
ers of high-quality.
Not just blessed with technical ability, but the physical
capacity - stamina, aggression and acceleration - to perform
at the highest level. This style looks to be football's latest
cycle - and Algeria have a fine batch of players.
Valencia's Sofiane Feghouli did his reputation little harm at
the World Cup, impressing in attack. Strong, but clever
with the ball at his feet, the French-born star has been
excellent, in a creative sense, and also in helping out defen-
sively.
Likewise, Islam Slimani, Algeria's main striker, led the line
with all the required characteristics - athletically strong,
speedy and win varying runs.

Catching Germany asleep

Algeria pressed the weak points in the Germany side well.
In midfield, neither Philipp Lahm nor Toni Kroos were par-
ticularly controlling when the Germans were on top.
And also, in targeting a slow backline made up of four cen-
tral-defenders, they looked to hit at the heart of Germany's
spine. 
Long, direct balls that forced the Germans to turn and face
their own goal was the best route to goal. Slimani, with his
strong skills from the front, impressed.
If it wasn't for the peerless Bayern Munich keeper Manuel
Neuer and his excellent anticipation, it could have been a
different story.
Just like it was in 1982, the small margins were not on
Algeria's side. After 2014, however, the Desert Foxes will
bow out of the competition in Porto Alegre with more than
a smile. 
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GOPHCY Shibam has been
able to manage a housing
rehabilitation programme
that succeeded in document-
ing 98% of the traditional
housing in Shibam and reha-
bilitating more than 60% of
the private traditional
houses. GOPHCY still
needs more support, means
and capacity building in
order to be able to sustain
long-term management. 
A Management Plan for the
city is under preparation,
which will have a clear
strategy for the revitaliza-
tion and long term sustaina-
ble preservation of the prop-
erty.
Long Description
The old walled city of
Shibam and Wadi Hadra-
maut constitute an outstand-
ing example of human set-
tlement and land use. The
domestic architecture of
Shibam is an outstanding
characteristic example of
houses in the Arab and Mus-
lim world. The rigorous city
planning based on the prin-
ciple of vertical construction
is exceptional and an exam-
ple of a traditional but vul-
nerable culture
Sometimes called the
'Chicago of the desert' or the
'Manhattan of the desert',
the old city of Shibam
presents to historians and
urbanists one of the earliest
and most perfect examples
of rigorous planning based
on the principle of vertical
construction.
The city is built on a hil-
lock, which has allowed it to
escape the devastating
floods of Wadi Hadramaut
and to become the capital of
the territory after the
destruction of ancient pre-
Islamic capital, Shabwa, in
AD 300. Its plan is trape-
zoidal, almost rectangular;
and it is enclosed by earthen
walls within which a block
of dwellings, also built from
earth, have been laid out on
an orthogonal grid. The
highest house is eight sto-
reys high and the average is
five.
The impressive structures
for the most part date from
the 16th century, following
a devastating flood of which
Shibam was the victim in
1532-33. However, some
older houses and large
buildings still remain from
the first centuries of Islam,
such as the Friday Mosque,
built in 904, and the castle,
built in 1220.
In Shibam there are some
mosques, two ancient sul-
tan's palaces, a double mon-
umental door and 500 more
buildings, separated or
grouped, but all made uni-
form by the material of
which they are constructed:
unfired clay.

Source: UNESCO/CLT/
WHC
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Surrounded by a fortified
wall, the 16th-century city
of Shibam is one of the old-
est and best examples of
urban planning based on the
principle of vertical con-
struction. Its impressive
tower-like structures rise out
of the cliff and have given
the city the nickname of ‘the
Manhattan of the desert’.
Outstanding Universal
Value
Brief synthesis
The tall cluster of sun-dried
mud brick tower houses of
the 16th century walled city
of Shibam, which rises out
of the cliff edge of Wadi
Hadramaut has been
described as a 'Manhattan'
or 'Chicago' of the desert.
Located at an important car-
avan halt on the spice and
incense route across the
Southern Arabian plateau,
the city of dwellings up to
seven storeys high devel-
oped on a fortified, rectan-
gular grid plan of streets and
squares. The city is built on
a rocky spur several hun-
dred metres above the wadi
bed, and superseded an ear-
lier settlement that was
partly destroyed by a mas-
sive flood in 1532-3. The
Friday mosque dates largely
from the 9th -10th century
and the castle from the 13th
century, but the earliest set-

tlement originated in the
pre-Islamic period. It
became the capital of Hadra-
maut after the destruction in
AD 300 of the earlier capital
Shabwa, which was located
further to the west along the
wadi. In the late 19th cen-
tury, traders returning from
Asia regenerated the walled
city and since then develop-
ment has expanded to the
southern bank of the wadi
forming a new suburb, al-
Sahil. Abandonment of the
old agricultural flood man-
agement system in the wadi,
the overloading of the tradi-
tional sanitary systems by
the introduction of modern
water supply combined with
inadequate drainage,
together with changes in the
livestock management have
all contributed to the decay
of the city.
The dense layout of Shibam
surrounded by contiguous
tower houses within the
outer walls expressed an
urban response to the need
for refuge and protection by
rival families, as well as
their economic and political
prestige. As such the old
walled city of Shibam and
its setting in Wadi Hadra-
maut constitute an outstand-
ing example of human set-
tlement, land use and city
planning. The domestic

architecture of Shibam
including its visual impact
rising out of the flood plain
of the wadi, functional
design, materials and con-
struction techniques is an
outstanding but extremely
vulnerable expression of
Arab and Muslim traditional
culture.
The surrounding landscape
of spate irrigated land which
has been, and still is in agri-
cultural use, constitutes an
integrated economic system
involving spate agriculture,
mud generation and the use
of mud for building con-
struction that no longer
exists elsewhere in the
region.
Criterion (iii): The defensive
character of Shibam with its
dense conglomeration of
many-storeyed buildings
with almost no fenestration
at ground level is an excep-
tional testimony to the
strong competition that
existed between rival fami-
lies over this region. While
the highly homogenous soci-
ety traces its roots to Shibam
over centuries, the tradi-
tional way of life exempli-
fied by the city and its tower
houses is threatened by
social and economic change.
Criterion (iv):  Surrounded
by a fortified wall, the his-
toric city of Shibam is one

of the oldest and best exam-
ples of urban planning based
on multi-storeyed construc-
tion. It represents the most
accomplished example of
traditional Hadrami urban
architecture, both in the grid
lay-out of its streets and
squares, and in the visual
impact of its form rising out
of the flood plain of the
wadi, due to the height of its
mud brick tower houses.
These illustrate the key
period of Hadrami history
from the 16th to the 19th
centuries, when local traders
developed economic and
political prestige through
travel and trade abroad.
Criterion (v): Located
between two mountains on
the edge of a giant flood
wadi and almost completely
isolated from any other
urban settlement, Shibam
and its setting preserve the
last surviving and compre-
hensive evidence of a tradi-
tional society that has
adapted to the precarious
life of a spate agriculture
environment. It is vulnerable
to social and economic
change and the constant
threat of annual flood incur-
sions.
Integrity (2011)
Within the city wall, all the
physical elements, features
and urban fabric that form

the significance of the prop-
erty are present largely
undamaged and mostly in
good condition. Also, the
oasis, its functioning and
relationship with the city is
still intact, and deserves pro-
tection. The social, func-
tional and visual integrity
are still valid even though
visual and structural integ-
rity are indirectly threatened
by new constructions and
concrete structures in the
surrounding environment.
The most distressing poten-
tial threat facing the city is
flood, which might be at any
time, detrimental to both the
integrity and the authenticity
of the old city, as it was dur-
ing the disastrous flood of
October 2008. 
Authenticity (2011)
Shibam bears witness to the
cultural identity of the peo-
ple of Wadi Hadramaut and
their former traditional way
of life. The attributes that
carry Outstanding Universal
Value including the city lay-
out, the city skyline, the city
wall, the traditional build-
ings, and the relationship
between the city and its sur-
rounding landscape continue
to be maintained. Authentic-
ity is threatened indirectly
by outside disruptions and in
certain cases, by the general
tendency in Yemen of

replacing traditional materi-
als by concrete structures. 
Protection and management
requirements (2011)
The protection of the Old
City of Shibam is ensured by
the Antiquities Law of 1997
as well as the building law of
2002. Protection will be
improved when the Historical
Cities Preservation Law
comes into force. A city Mas-
ter Plan has been recently
approved and the Urban Con-
servation Plan is due to be
approved within a few
months.
The General Organization for
the Preservation of Historic
Cities in Yemen (GOPHCY),
established in 1990 with the
aim of managing and safe-
guarding all the historic cit-
ies, is the overall authority
for heritage preservation in
Yemen. This organization
should be more effective
once the new Preservation
Law is in force and its finan-
cial and human resources are
improved. 
Since 2000, the local branch
of GOPHCY in Shibam has
been supported by a project
managed by the GIZ aimed at
improving the city's overall
physical, social and eco-
nomic condition as well as
undertaking capacity build-
ing of the GOPHCY staff
branch.  As a result, 

The oldest skyscrapers in the world
Manhattan of the Desert: Shibam, Yemen
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European Carbuying

Laws Shift Power
from Automakers

By Zach Doell

A new batch of legislation in Europe, freshly pressed
into law as of June 13, is shifting the power curve
between dealerships and carbuyers, and it’s got a lot of
people talking.

The recently passed Consumer Rights Directive ushers
in the first sweeping regulations for European carbuying
practices, with the most notable changes including an
extension from seven to 14 days during which a buyer
can cancel an online order. Conversely, refunds must
also be issued within 14 days of the returned goods.

But upcoming legislation in the UK sets to push those
consumer rights even further as well. The proposed
Consumer Rights Bill will grant consumers a 30-day
window to reject a vehicle without requiring an initial
under-warranty repair first. Additionally, the law would
permit owners to reject a car up to six months after pur-
chase even after one failed repair.

The bill would mark a huge win for consumer advo-
cates, protecting UK buyers from potentially wallet-
emptying lemons, but it forces car companies to lose a
significant competitive edge in the market.

Developing advanced and complex machinery takes a
substantial amount of investment, and doesn’t always
yield the perfect result initially. Even the most thorough
laboratory and road testing doesn’t equate to real-world,
everyday use. This could force automakers to scale-back
the introduction of new and potentially more efficient
technology for fear that initial issues and hiccups could
result in mass rejections and crashing sales.

It’s unlikely that this legislation would find its way onto
North American shores as an adaptation to existing
Lemon Laws, but the world will be watching to gauge
its reception abroad. Source: AutoExpress

– 

th Anniversary Edi-
 tion

Push Button
Shift

Push Button Shift

Active
Noise Control 

LCD
MyLin- SYNC 

Touch coln

Lane Keeping
System

Lane Keeping Aid

Lane Keeping Alert
Driver

Assist



 June  2014 -VOLUME -2- ISSUE :18  WWW.ARABAMERICANTODAY.NET76

… 

Youth   



Space

 June  2014 -VOLUME -2- ISSUE :18  WWW.ARABAMERICANTODAY.NE77



 June  2014 -VOLUME -2- ISSUE :18  WWW.ARABAMERICANTODAY.NE78



 June  2014 -VOLUME -2- ISSUE :18  WWW.ARABAMERICANTODAY.NET79




