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Spine Rehah Health Center

Specializing in Auto & Work Injuries

Dr.Khalid Almasmari / Dr. Adiene Ghabri & Staff
CALLTODAY FOR AN APPOINTMENT 313.582.2225
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mbc

Tocur loyal views s in the U.S

It has come to our gttenton {hal there are cenaln Arabis language video senices
offering MEC television channels and conient in tne U.S. without owr authonzation, We
at MBC want you te know tha) pirating of our content i legal and we are taking action
12 remove aur channals from thase senices

WWe are writing 1o make you awere of the siuation and clarfy which comoanies ane
authorzed to provide cur ehanneis ans conlant in tha U.S.

Who are these companies scamming you?

There are numerows companies and services in the U.B, selling a set top box or
providing a wabste wno claim ta have nghts to distribute MBC channels, Dontba
mizied — they are lying 1o you. They may claim 1o be able ‘o offer you our shannels for
‘Iree " or at greally reducad pnces. bt ance you have paid yaur money vou may Tind
that the channels are ramoved or the service shuts dawn, or the box vou baught
becomaos obsolata. Dont let lllegal sendces and dealers teko advantage of you! Keep
your eyes oul and avoid offers that just seem 0o gocd L be L,

Whao is legally authorized to provide MBC channels inthe US.?

The only services thal can legaily broadcast our programming in he U S, are

dish sling

vniew. Sking com.arabiz
(B38) 4340112 (B55) 402-3078

DISH I8 a well known satelite service oparating for over 20 years and Sling s 2n "app”
avallahie on Roku, xBex, los IPhore and iPad. Ardroic phenas and tabicls, Amazon
Fire, Sameung BluRay PC and Mac. The Sling spp co be cownloaded and achive in 2
matter of minutes. Both of thess servives are autharized by MBC and offer our MBC
channels and other leading chanriels from the Middle Esst

We are here w0 protsct you and the TV programming you enjoy. Togelher we can ensure
you gel the high quality pregramming and reliable service you deserve,

Sincaray, |

L] i

Sam Bamatt

MECFFLLD
O B TSR, Upbel, UAE
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Dearborn — Offering a window into
Muslims’ life in Ramadan, a recently-
founded Dearborn company has pro-
duced its first Ramadan commercial,
showeasing a glimpse into Muslim
lives and traditions during the holy
mofith.

“# part of the message i3 to show
that Islam is very diverse,” Wissam
Bazzi, of Dearborm Heights and
founder of Piximotion, told Press &

Guide.

“Islam in the mainstream media
it not the only perspective”

The short chp, only 30 seconds,
features Muslims of various back-
grounds, including scenes of fami-
lies gathering for iftar, the time o
breakfast. The commercial high-
lights thankfulness, discipline and
family as some of the key compo-
nents of what makes Ramadan a

special  time  for  Mushims.

The commercial, which can be
viewed at www.itsramadan org,
ends with the message: “It"s Ram-
silan. A month of human values.
From your Muslim friends and
neighbours, happy  Ramadan.™

Featuring the special time of

Ramadan, the project shows the
humanity of Muslims, Bazzi
added.
Dearborn  company Piximotion
commercial comes at the tume
Mushms in the west are been
shown as behind terronst activi-
tes, a cause for the continue
Islamophobic harassment in pub-
lic.

The Ramadan commercial it
presented covers the real image of
the Amencatn Muslims and a
glimpse into their lifestyles during
the holy month of Ramadan

It followed a crowdfunding
campaign to raise §5,000 in funds
for the commercial through site
LaunchiGood. About 525,000 were

raised altogether,
“It’s a beautiful effort of our
whole commumity coming

together, The unification of so
many different individuals,™ Bazzi

said.,
Although there are no official
fipures, the United States s
believed to be home to between -
B million Muslims.

A smudy has found that US
mainstream media  outlets  are
dominated by anti-Islam groups to
shape the distorted public dis-
course about the Islamic faith
singe the 911 attacks.

In August 2011, a US report was
issued depicting a group of foun-
dations, think tanks and bloggers
a5 the main players behind the 10-
year-ofd campaign to promote fear
of Islam and Muslims in the US.

Titled “Fear, Inc.: The Roots of
the Islamophobia Network in
America’, the report was issued by
CAF, a thunk tank which is close to
the administration of Presdent
Barack Obama.

The 130-page report identifies
seven  foundations that have
quietly provided a total of more
than 42 million dollars 1o key indi-
viduals and orpanizations  that
have spearheaded the nation-wide
anti-Muslim effort between 2001
and 2009,
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Human Rights Watch 1

Q & A on The Conflict in Yemen and International Law

2. What law is applicable to the fighting in
Yemen and who is bound by it?

The non-international armed conflict
berween coalition forces with its Yemeni allies
and the Houthi forces and their Yemeni allies is
governed by international imanitarian law set
out in treaties and in the rules of customary
international law. The most important treaty
law is Common Article 3 to the Geneva Con-
ventions of 1949, to which all members of the
coalition are party. Common Article 3, as dis-
cussed below, sets forth minimum standards for
all parties to a non-international armed conflict.
Yemen and some states participating in the
armed conflict are also party to Protocol 11 to
the Geneva Conventions, which provides fur-
ther protections for combatants and civilians
during non-international armed conflicts.

All parties to Yemen's armed conflict-
including non-state armed groups-are responsi-
ble for complying with the requirements of
intemational humanitarian law. That is, each
party must respect and ensure respect for the
laws of war. This obligation does not depend
on reciprocity. Parties to a conflict must respect
the requirements whether or not the opposing
side abides by them. It also does not depend on
the reason underlying the conflict or why any
party has resorted to using force, whether gov-
ernment forces or non-state armed groups. And
all parties to an armed conflict are held to the
same standards, regardless of any disparity in
the harm caosed by alleged violations.

3. Is the United States a party to the conflict
in Yemen?

Whether the US is a party to the armed con-
flict in Yemen depends on the namre of its
involvement in the fighting, which is currently

unclear.

International law sets forth no specific crite-
riz for determining when one state assisting
another state in a non-international armed con-
flict itself becomes a party to that conflict
Human Rights Watch believes this would
include when a state’s military forces partici-
pate in combat operations, when the state pro-
vides a direct role in erganizing, coordinating
or planning military operations, or when the
state acknowledges thar it is a party to the con-
flict. A state’s indirect involvement by its gen-
eral provision of military aid, financial assis-
tance or political support would not make it a
party to a conflict.

The facts of US involvement in operations in
Yemen are unclear Refueling planes on a
bombing mission or providing intelligence
wsed to strike targets would, Human Rights
Watch believes, make the US a party to the
conflict.

The distinction is significant. As a party to
the conflict in Yemen, the US would be fully
bound by applicable inlemnational humanitarian
law. US participation in specific military opera-
tions, such as bombing raids, could make US
forces jointly responsible for laws-of-war vio-
lations by allied forces. And the US would be
obligated to assist in investigations where there
are credible allegations of war crimes and hold
those responsible to account.

4. Does US support for the coalition affect
the legality of its “drone war™ against AQAP?

Since 2009, the US has conducted dozens of
drone and other aerial attacks in Yemen against
alleged members of Al-Qlaeda in the Arabian
Peninsula. Human Rights Watch has found that
at least some

of these airstrikes violated the laws of war and
possibly international human rights law, whose
more stringent standards may be applicable.
However, US paricipation in the armed con-
flict against the Houthis would not change the
existing legal regime applicable to any fumre
US use of force against alleped AQAP mem-
bers.

What are the basic principles of the laws of
war?

International humanitarian law provides pro-
tections to civilians and other noncombatants
from the hazards of armed conflict. It addresses
the conduct of hostilities—the means and
methods of warfare—by all sides to a conflict.
Foremost are the principles of “civilian immn-
nity” and “distinction™—the requirements that
civilians may never be the deliberate tarpet of
attacks and that parties to a conflict must dis-
tinguish at all times between combatants and
civilizns. As discussed below, parties to the
conflict are required to take all feasible precan-
tions to minimize hamm to civilians and civilian
objects and to not carry out attacks that fail to
discriminate between combatants and civilians,
or would cause disproportionate hamm to the
civilian population.

Common Article 3 provides a number of
fundamental protections for civilians and peo-
ple who are no longer taking part in hostilities,
such as capmred combatants and those who
have surrendered or are unable to fight because
of wounds or illness. It prohibits violence
against them—particularty murder, croel treat-
ment, and torture—as well as outrages against
their personal dignity and degrading or humili-
ating treatment.
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Human Rjghts Watch 1

Q & A on The Conflict in Yemen and International Law

Beginning early on March 26, 2015, a Sandi
Arabia-led coalition used warplanes to attack
the forces of Ansar Allah, known as the Hou-
this, in several locations in Yemen. The coali-
tion members include: Bahrain, Egypt, Jordan,
Kuwait, Morocco, Qatar, Sudan, and United
Arab Emirates.

Culf Cooperation Council members stated
that the operations were in response to a
request from President Abdu Rabu Mansour
Hadi of Yemen. The Houthis effectively ousted
Hadi in January, and he fled to Sandi Arabia in
March, but most countries still recognize his
government.

The airstrikes have continued, while the
Houthis have condocted ground operations,
particularly against pro-Hadi forces, including
units of the Yemeni military and the so-called
popular committees, in the southern port city of
Aden,

The United States announced on March 25
that it was providing “logistical and intelli-
gence support” to the coalition’s military oper-
ations.  Agence France-Presse reported on
April 2 that a senior US military official said
that the US would provide refueling tankers to
assist Saudi warplanes.

The US would also provide intelligence to
“help[] the Saudis understand what’s happen-
ing on their border,” such as evidence of Hou-
thi ground incursions, but “not provid[e] them
with targeting information,” the official said.

The Houthis, a Zaidi Shia group from north-
ern Yemen, have had forces in the capital,

Sanaa, since September 2014, Currently, their
forces control or are present in much of the
western half of the country.

The government of Iran has provided polit-
cal backing, military advice and some financial
support to the Houthis, based on media reports
but the Houthis have in the past operated as an
independent force.

Since the airstrikes began the Islamist armed
group Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula
{AQAP) has made territorial gains by seizing
key military and civilian installations in the
coastal town of al-Mukalla, in Hadramawt gov-
ernorate.

This gquestion-and-answer document focuses
on existing and emerging international law
issues in the Yemen czonflict In accordance
with Human Rights Watch’s institutional man-
date, the organization mainfains a position of
nentrality on issues concerning the legitimacy
of resorting to armed force, believing that the
group's most useful role is to encourage all
sides in armed conflicts to abide by the laws of
War.

1. How does international law categorize the
armed conflict in Yemen?

International humanitarian law, or the laws
of war, distingnishes between “international™
and “non-international™ armed conflicts.

Under the Geneva Conventions of 1949, the
laws concerning international armed conflicts
apply to all cazes of armed conflict between
W0 Or more states,

While international humanitarian law pro-
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vides no guidance on whether an entity such as
the Houthis represents the Yemeni state, as a
matter of general international law, the Houthi
authority does not appear to meet the require-
ments of statehood,

For a non-intemational armed conflict, the
parties to the conflict can be between govemn-
ment forces and one or more non-state armed
groups, or between two of more non-state
armed groups. For the purposes of intemational
law, the armed groups must exhibit sufficient
organization and control to be capable of sus-
taining military operations and adhering to
international humanitarian law, so they can be
considerad “parties” to the conflict.

To constitute an armed conflict, there also
needs to be a sufficient degree of intensity in
hostilities between the parties, measured by the
weapons emploved, doration and other factors.

Even though many countries are involved in
the conflict in Yemen, the fighting does not
involve one state engaged in armed conflict
with another state, so it is not an infemational
armed conflict. Instead the legal regime for a
non-international amned conflict applies.

As a practical matter, international humani-
tarian law on the means and methods of war-
fare is largely the same whether an interna-
tional or non-international armmed conflict.

A key difference is that during an interna-
tional armed conflict, captured soldiers from
national armed forces and associated militias
must be given the full protections afforded
prisoners-of-war,
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