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In their attempt to win the Jewish vote and money, the presidential candidates from the US major
partiestypically pledgetheir affection and support for Israel. Whilelsrael isthe onethat has been
dismantling Palestine, demolishing the Palestinians homes and destroying their lives, the political
Presidential contenders constantly intone that the Palestinians are dedicated to the destruction of
Israel. The US government, the media and the candidates virtually maintain their unilateral sup-
port for Israel’s policies and its rejection of the international consensus. 1srael made the decision
to choose expansion, apartheid and the Palestinians’ human rights abuse over abiding by interna-
tional laws for enduring solution to the Palestinian issues.

ator Sandersisaliberal Zionist but he
spoke against anti-Muslims rhetoric, lik-
ening it to the prejudice his Jewish par-
ents faced in Europe before the Holo-
caust.

Arab American Muslims provethat they hold no
grudges against the Judaism, despite claims made
otherwise

A Jew WIins
Arab-American Vote
and L osesthe Jewish Vote

Thenormin Israel isto continue theille-
ga construction of settlements and infra-
structure in the West Bank and Jerusa-
lem, integrate into Israel whatever might
be of value, denying the refugees right
of return, consigning Palestinians to
unviable cantons and subjecting them to
repression. And in Gaza, the norm is
insuring a miserable life for its residents
under cruel siege that permits no more
than bare survival. The relentless siege
and the many savage devastating attacks
that are normally followed by cease-fire
agreements where Isragl maintainsits
siege and the Gazans observe the cease-
fire that is punctuated by regular
“mowing the lawn” to borrow Israel’s
definition of the regular shootings of the
Gazans.

Israel and its supporters claim that its
military is“the most moral army in the
world,” because it informs residentsin

Gazathat their homes would be bombed
ten minutes before it is bombed and
their lives are shattered. The Israeli jour-
nalist Amira Hass describes the recorded
warning demanding hundreds of thou-
sands of civiliansto leave their already
targeted homes, for another equally dan-
gerous place, eight miles away as “an
act of sadism.” Thereisno placein
Gaza Strip safe from Israel’s savagery
and sadism. When the attacks on Gaza
are called off and Israel pursuesits
expansion and confiscation policiesin
the West Bank and Jerusalem, the
Gazans who survive the attacks are free
to return to the norm in their Israeli-
controlled big prison.

When Republican and Democrat
presidential candidates debate Middle
East foreign palicy, they rarely mention
the Palestinians except as a threat to
Israel and they usually support the

Israeli hard-line policies and downplay
any compromises that might be neces-
sary for Israel to live in peace. Ironi-
cally, thefirst Jewish presidential can-
didate from amajor party, Senator Ber-
nie Sanders, dared to be also the first to
express his sympathy with the Palestin-
iansin his speeches and in debating
Hillary Clinton. The journalist Zack
Beauchamp wrote that “ Bernie Sanders
just shattered an American taboo on
Israel.” Sanders“did something previ-
ously unheard of in last night's CNN
debate. He stood up for Palestinians
humanity.” He suggested that the US
policy toward the Palestiniansis wrong
and should be changed. He argues that
the US should take amore activerolein
championing Palestinian rights. He
dared to say “we cannot continue to be
one-sided [on dealing with the Palestin-
ian issue]. There are two sides to the
issue.”

Sanders told the moderator and the
nation something never had been told
beforein apresidential debate, that “in
thelong run, if we ever going to bring
peace to that region which has seen so
much hatred and so much war, we are
going to have to treat the Palestinian
people with respect and dignity.” He
supported his argument by describing
Israel’s attacks on Gazain 2014 as
“disproportionate and led to the unnec-
essary loss of innocent lives.” He added
that “in Gaza-not very large area-some
10,000 civilians who were wounded
and some 1,500 who were killed.” Sen-

According to the American journalist
and author Harry Jaffe, when Sanders
was ayounger man in the 1980s, “he
would occasionally take the position that
Palestinians deserve their own state and
for achieving that end might require that
the US withhold arms from Israel.” Who
is Bernie Sanders, the seventy-four-year-
old New Yorker who wants to be a presi-
dent and change the course of history by
putting economic, racial, and social jus-
tice into the spotlights?

Sanders biographers describe him as
unlike the typical American politicians
running for president who try to write
autobiographies that give voters rosy
glimpse of their past. He wrote one book,
“Outsider in the White House” only
describing his political life. He practiced
and promoted radical politics before run-
ning for public office while studying in
the University of Chicago and at work in
Israeli kibbutz. When he is campaigning
among “ brothuhs and sistus’, his mostly
young audience, are thrilled to his call for
a“political revolution” that he would
commandeer if elected as president. The
two words that best describe Sanders
personal and political history are
“surprise” and “shock” according to
Harry Jaffe. His audience likes him
because of his message and being who he
is: just a Brooklyn man on a crusade.

Dearborn, whose population is 40 per-
cent Arab, voted overwhelmingly in
Michigan Democrats primary elections
for Bernie Sanders, a Jew, over hisrival
Hillary Clinton. The story of Sanders
winning in Dearborn made big national
news. Many presumptuous political com-
mentators including Brian Lehrer, Chuck
Todd and Lawrence O’ Donnell wondered
how a predominantly Arab group, mostly
Muslims, supports a Jewish candidate.
The News Week wroteit is“just one
more strange data point in an election
overflowing with them.” Wrong!

If there is a strange data point, it isthe
USracist mediathat has been wrongly
stigmatizing the Arabs of hating Jews
because of their Jewish faith. Arab-
Americans want justice for the Palestin-
ians and they support political, social and
economic reforms that Sanders calls for,
but the media has been treating them
unfairly as a group with presumed preju-
dices and one issue rather than individual
citizens exercising their civic duties each
based on hig/her interests. The next ques-
tion iswhat the mediawill say if Sanders
loses the vote in Brooklyn.

— Hasan Afif El-Hasan, Ph.D. isapoliti-
cal analyst. His latest book, Is The Two-
State Solution Already Dead? (Algora
Publishing, New York), available on
Amazon.com and Barnes & Noble. He
contributed this article to PalestineChron-
icle.com.
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Some people are determined not to see the GCC poalicy to confront
the Houthi rebelsin Yemen in any objective way. But let us get back
to the basics. The Houthi rejected the National Dialogue Conference
solution of January 2014 which offered a balanced political solution
giving them a fair share in political representation. The conference
had 50% of its 565 members from the South and those members
were selected by all political forces and groups in the country. There
was a condition, accepted by all, to grant 30% of the representatives

to women and 20% to youth. Preparations for the conference took
over ayear and itsdeliberation went on for 10 months, all held under
the auspices of the UN and the GCC and multiple global powers.

Arab countries to help the legitimate
government in Yemen to regain its
offices. The Arabs interfered militarily,
and the war started.

It isindeed amazing to see those who
defend Bashar Al Assad, or Mohamed
Morsi, asthe “legitimate” presidents of
Syriaand Egypt, dismissing the fact
that the population erupted in arevolt
against them. Those same defenders do
not see that the National Dialoguein
Yemen, derailed by the Houthis, was
indeed areflection of a collective

That does not make it right at all. But
it should be understood in its proper
context, all the while putting maxi-
mum pressure on the warring parties
to avoid civilians and allow humani-
tarian aid by all possible means.

The GCC iscalling for aresumption
of talks after reinstalling Yemen's
legitimate government and the imple-
mentation of UNSC 2216.

It is abundantly clear that: First, there
isno military solution in Yemen. The
solution is political, and has to be
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In the beginning, the Houthis refused
to participate. The reason they gave
was that the US ambassador in Sanaa
would be present, and that they refuse
to be together in aforum discussing
Yemeni internal issue while the repre-
sentative of the “Great Satan” is
present. But the Houthis decided later
to participate. The UN welcomed the
beginning of the conference and its
envoy to Yemen Jamal Omar said that
the world community is watching and
“whoever tries to derail the talks would
be scrutinized”.

But the derailing efforts came from
outside. During the talks, six terrorist
rings were arrested, their explosives
confiscated and their handlers
revealed. They were working for Iran’'s
IRGC. Their members were Yemenis,
Syrians and Iranians.

Nine months after the success of the
conference and the signing the docu-
ment, the Houthi rebels, relying on
their alliance with former President
Aly Abdullah Saleh, attacked several
army camps. Saleh was toppled follow-
ing the Yemen's Arab Spring and was

known as avery corrupt President. He
denies the accusation and explains his
vast personal wealth, amassed in
European banks, as the profits of
legitimate businesses run by his fam-
ily members.

In January 2015, the Houthis and
their alliesin the army attacked the
presidential palacein Sanaa. The
elected president, Mansour Hadi, had
to resign and flee to neighboring
Saudi Arabia. The Parliament did not
approve the resignation of Hadi and
pressured him to go back to Yemen.
He refused to assume his responsibili-
tieswhile his office is surrounded by
armed Houthi rebels. A compromise
was reached allowing Hadi to go to
Aden and move his office to the sec-
ond presidential palace there. The
UNSC then issued a communigue
affirming that Hadi isthe “only legiti-
mate President of Yemen”.

But soon, the Houthis attacked
Aden aswell. In March 2015, Hadi
had to flee his second presidential
palace to Saudi Arabiaagain.

He formally requested neighboring

Yemeni representation. In the case of
Yemen, Yemenis said their word which
was later hijacked by the Houthi rebels.
The GCC military intervention started
to reinstate a legitimate government
and return to the road of talks between
elected representatives of political
powersin Yemen.

Double standards gain a new defini-
tion in the case of Yemen, to the extent
that some people deny even the exis-
tence of alink between Iran’s IRGC
and the Houthis despite the confirma-
tions of all Western intelligence agen-
cies and of of arms shipments ran by
the IRGC to reach the rebels.

Some voices in the West use forged
masks of “objectivity” and go asfar as
dismissing the UN multiple commu-
niques and resolution on Yemen in
order to condemn GCC intervention
and deny Iran’s involvement.

Now, the GCC military operationin
Yemen caused destruction and desth.
But thisiswhat happensin any mili-
tary intervention in similar cases. It
happened when the US invaded Irag. It
happened when NATO bomb