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Wha tThe US [-)0 > *

BY DENNY ROY
Despite the perception that Beijing may be committed to politically reunifying Taiwan — by force if necessary -
before Xi Jinping retires as paramount leader, US analysts continue to see an attempted invasion of Taiwan as
prohibitively risky for China.
~ As China’s soft power proves ineffective, Beijing relies more heavily on coercion to force political unification on Tai-
" pei. China will continue in the coming years to enlarge the gap between its total military power and that of Taiwan,
but this observation does not get at the heart of the problem Beijing faces.

Are the US and China headed for war over
Taiwan?

Beijing might attempt unification through mili-
tary means other than invading Taiwan, such as
capturing smaller islands claimed by Taipei, im-
posing a blockade of its ports and main airport,
launching cyberattacks against its information
and communications infrastructure, and crater-
ing parts of the island with missile attacks.

The problem for China is that these methods still
rely on the Taipei government choosing to sur-
render. Historically, governments and societies
under attack become more defiant rather than
submissive. Judging from the reaction of Tai-
wan’s people to Japanese colonisation beginning
in 1895 and to the imposition of Kuomintang
rule beginning in 1945, Taiwan would not be an
exception.

The only sure way to compel Taiwan’s surrender
would be for PLA soldiers to occupy Taiwan’s
major cities. But even as China’s military capa-
bilities improve, the chances of success in an all-
out invasion of Taiwan are low — even if the Unit-
ed States did not intervene on Taiwan’s behalf.
China would need to ferry its troops, most of
them packed into slow-moving and highly visible
ships, across the 160km wide
Taiwan Strait, where they
would be highly vulnerable
to attack, and then unload
them and huge amounts

of ammunition and other
supplies while trudging
through sand or mud and
under heavy fire. China has
the capacity to transport
only a few tens of thousands
of troops at a time. Much of
this force would not make it
across the strait. Awaiting the
survivors would be 180,000
active duty Taiwanese sol-
diers

el

plus 1.5 million reservists.

If the United States chose to intervene, US
aircraft from bases in the region could begin
flying missions within hours. China might try

to impede this by firing missiles to temporarily
knock out runways used by US aircraft, but this
would reduce the number of missiles available
to hit Taiwan, and also bring Japan’s military
forces fully into a war.

Donald Trump, with Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo, left, and deputy defence secretary
Patrick Shanahan.

Even if it won the military campaign, Beijing
would face the daunting prospect of trying to
rule a society that was accustomed to democrat-
ic governance and would be inveterately hostile
towards China for generations to come. Tibet
would appear quiescent by comparison.

An important part of the calculation, of course,
is the likely US reaction.

The US government still has strong incentives to
prevent China’s invasion of Taiwan. US President
Donald Trump has made public statements ques-
tioning the value of US alliances in Asia. During
the summit with Kim Jong-un in Singapore,
Trump revealed a hope that US troops would
eventually leave South Korea. But 18 months
into his presidency, the administration has not
taken steps to disengage from US alliances or to
reduce US military forward deployment.
Trump's senior advisers seem committed not
only to maintaining US strategic leadership in
the western Pacific Rim, but also taking a more
confrontational posture with China, as reflected
in the recently published policies on security
and defence.

These characterised China as

more adversary than partner, a 1__
reverse of the Obama
ad-

ministration rhetoric. As a concrete example, US
“freedom of navigation operations” in the South
China Sea have increased relative to the Obama
administration.
Polls in the United States show only a mi-
nority of Americans would favour US military
personnel fighting to defend Taiwan. Members
of Congress, however, are more supportive.
They realise America’s leadership position in the
region would be severely if not fatally compro-
mised if the United States stood aside while a
large authoritarian state and opponent of the
US-sponsored regional order gobbled up a small
democracy that has strong historical ties to
America.
They believe in the “democratic peace theory”:
democracies don’t fight against each other,
so democratisation throughout the world
increases the space within which no
serious threats to US security will arise.
. I' They understand that Taiwan is
the “unsink-
able aircraft
carrier”

that anchors the first island chain, limiting the
geostrategic platform from which China might
otherwise attempt to dominate eastern Asia.

A decision by Washington not to intervene in a
Taiwan Strait conflict in which China appeared
to be the aggressor would represent a dramatic
shift in US strategy. The overt attempts to politi-
cally distance the island from China while Chen
Shui-bian was Taiwan’s president from 2000

to 2008 prompted Washington to say it would
not necessarily intervene if Taiwan seemed to
provoke an attack. US policymakers, however, do
not see President Tsai Ing-wen as a provocateur.

The Communist Party’s recent position on
Taiwan is counterproductive. Reunifying Taiwan
is not necessary for China to be secure and
prosperous, as is manifestly obvious. Worse,

an obsession with the Taiwan issue could work
against other important goals, beginning with
successfully managing the difficult but necessary
project of economic restructuring. Clearly, Bei-
jing needs a better approach than threatening
Taiwan with attack.
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The Politicizationlofithe

By Ramona Wadi

In its annual report to UN Secretary General Antonio
Guterres, the Committee on the Exercise of the
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People recom-
mended that Israel acknowledges the Palestinian
Nakba. The backdrop for such an acknowledgment
remains the two-state compromise, which defeats
the purpose of the recommendation.

Such recognition, according to the report, is “a nec-
essary requirement for a viable and lasting peace.”
The Committee also recommended that “Palestine
refugees should be treated as dispossessed nationals
of a country — Palestine — rather than stateless
refugees.” It refuted the framing of colonization as
“conflict”, stating, “It is not a conflict between two
parties over disputed territory. It is one of one State
occupying, colonizing and annexing the territory of
another state.”

The terminology is a far cry from the usual platitudes
used by UN institutions. However, there is still the
possibility of manipulating Palestinian rights due

to the Committee’s adherence to the two-state
paradigm. Taking a stance against the Israeli and

US efforts to alter, to the point of non-recognition,
the Palestinian refugees and their legitimate right

of return is not enough if the Committee does not

articulate an alternative that is derived completely
from Palestinian narratives.

The two-state scenario has been exposed as a scam
to facilitate Israel’s colonization of Palestinian terri-
tory and create a perpetually displaced population,
to the point that the Palestinian right of return needs
to be read and interpreted in relation to the ongoing
displacement. In Palestinian memory, the Nakba is
not restricted to 1948, because Israel’s ethnic cleans-
ing of Palestine has never stopped.

As the international community fails to challenge
Israel’s colonialism and demographic obsession, it is
consenting to Israel’s displacement of Palestinians
from their territory. Far from promoting the impor-
tance of recognizing the Nakba, the international
community is endorsing it by allowing Israel to exist
on its own terms, while Palestinians are constantly
forced to modify their existence to accommodate a
colonial power on their territory.

Nakba denial by Israel is steeped in its fabricated
narratives, imposed upon the international commu-
nity and disseminated in such a way that Palestinian
narratives, despite their legitimate roots, are forced
to fight for space in order to gain international recog-
nition, let alone endorsement.

The international community’s obsession with

PalestiniantRight of Returnlis

dissociated commemoration runs contrary to its pur-
ported human rights obligations. It is also an insult to
Palestinians’ memory that their history is condensed
into remembrance on specific days while Israel has
been allowed every day of the year since 1948 to
advance its colonization of Palestinian territory, to
say nothing of the earlier settler-colonialism that
facilitated the establishment of the state.
International recognition of the Palestinian Nakba as
an ongoing trauma in Palestine’s collective memory
would isolate Israel’s attempts to force it into obliv-
ion. Yet, this step cannot be implemented within

the two-state framework as the latter still endorses
Israel’s colonial existence as legitimate, while pre-
senting a hypothetical

Palestinian

state as

dependent,

even malfunc-

nation and its

exclusion of N
Palestin-
ian liber- e

ation.

tioning, in terms of
self-determi-

The politicization of the Palestinian right of return is
thus imperative. As things stand, the international
community continues to feed the illusion that the
two-state compromise constitutes the only political
solution, while the right of return is misrepresented
as compensation in its entirety. This is why Pales-
tinians must determine their own right of return
even if it challenges the international community’s
impositions.
—Ramona Wadi is a staff writer for Middle East Moni-
tor, where this article was
originally published.
She contributed
this article to
PalestineChroni-

I—LG""\

That Single Line of Blood:
Nassir al-Mosabeh and
Mohammed al-Durrah

By Ramzy Baroud

As the frail body of 12-year-old Nassir Al-Mosabeh fell to the ground on Friday,
September 28, history was repeating itself most tragically.

Little Nassir was not just another number, a ‘martyr’ to be exalted by equally
poor refugees in Gaza, or vilified by Israel and its tireless hasbara machine. He
was much more than that.

The stream of blood that poured out from his head wound on that terrible
afternoon drew a line in time that traveled back 18 years.

Almost 18-years to the day separates Nassir’s recent murder and the Israeli
army killing of Mohammed Al-Durrah, also 12, on September 30, 2000. Between
these dates, hundreds of Palestinian children have perished in similar ways.
Reports by the rights’ group, B'tselem, are rife with statistics: 954 Palestinian
children were killed between the Second Intifada in 2000 and Israel’s war on
Gaza, the so-called Operation Cast Lead in 2008. In the latter war alone, 345
children were reportedly killed, in addition to another 367 child fatalities report-
ed in Israel’s latest war, ‘Protective Edge’ of 2014.

But Mohammed and Nassir — and thousands like them - are not mere numbers;
they have more in common than merely being the unfortunate victims of
trigger-happy Israeli soldiers.

In that single line of blood that links Nassir al-Mosabeh and Mohammed al-
Durrah, there is a narrative so compelling, yet often neglected. The two 12-year-
old boys looked so much alike - small, handsome, dark-skinned refugees, whose
families were driven from villages that were destroyed in 1948 to make room for
today’s Israel.

Young as they were, both were victims of that reality. Mohammed, died while
crouching by the side of his father, Jamal, as he implored the Israelis to stop
shooting. 18 years later, Nassir walked with thousands of his peers to the fence
separating besieged Gaza from Israel, stared at the face of the snipers and
chanted for a free Palestine.

Between the two boys, the entire history of Palestine can be written, not only
that of victimization and violence but also of steadfastness and honor, passed
from one generation to the next.
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“Who will carry on with the dream,” were the words Nassir's mother repeated,
as she held a photograph of her son and wept. In the photo, Nassir is seen
carrying his school bag, and a small bottle of rubbing alcohol near the fence
separating Gaza and Israel.

“The dream” is a reference to the fact that Nassir wanted to be a doctor, thus
his enthusiasm to help his two sisters, Dua'a and Islam, two medical volunteers
at the fence.

His job was to carry the alcohol bottle and, sometimes, oxygen masks, as his
sisters would rush to help the wounded, many of them Nassir’s age or even
younger.

In a recent video message, the young boy — who had just celebrated the
achievement of memorizing the entire Holy Quran — demonstrated in impecca-
ble classical Arabic why a smile could be considered an act of charity.
Protesting the Israeli siege and the injustice of life in Gaza was a family affair,
and Nassir played his role. His innovation of taping raw onions to his face to
counter the tears induced by the Israeli army tear gas garnered him much
recognition among the protesters, who have been rallying against the siege
since March 30.

So far, nearly 200 unarmed protesters have been killed while demanding an
end to the 11-year long blockade and also to call for the ‘Right of Return’ for
Palestinian refugees.

Nassir was the 34th child to be killed in cold-blood since the protests com-
menced, and will unlikely be the last to die.

When Mohammed al-Durrah was killed 18 years ago, the images of his father
trying to shield his son’s body from Israeli bullets with his bare hands left mil-
lions around the world speechless. The video, which was aired by France 2, left
many with a sense of helplessness but, perhaps, the hope that the publicity that
Mohammed’s televised murder had received could shame Israel into ending its
policy of targeting children.

-
v

Alas, that was never the case. After initially taking responsibility for killing
Mohammed, a bogus Israeli army investigation concluded that the killing of
Mohammed was a hoax, that Palestinians were to blame, that the France 2
journalist who shot the video was part of a conspiracy to ‘delegitimize Israel.
Many were shocked by the degree of Israeli hubris, and the brazenness of their
mouthpieces around the western world who repeated such falsehood without
any regard for morality or, even, common sense. But the Israeli discourse itself
has been part of an ongoing war on Palestinian children.

Israeli and Zionist propagandists have long claimed that Palestinians teach their
children to hate Jews.

The likes of Elliott Abrahms raged against Palestinian textbooks for “teaching
children to value terrorism.” “That is not the way to prepare children for peace,”
he wrote last year.

In July the Israeli army claimed that Palestinian children deliberately “lure IDF
troops,” by staging fake riots, thus forcing them into violent confrontations.

The US-Israeli propaganda has not just targeted Palestinian fighters or factions
but has done its utmost to dehumanize, thus justify, the murder of Palestinian
children as well.

“Children as young as 8 turned into bombers, shooters, stabbers,” reported
one Adam Kredo in the Washington Free Beacon, citing a “new report on child
terrorists and their enablers.”

This is not merely bad journalism, but part of a calculated Israeli campaign
aimed at preemptively justifying the killing of children such as Nassir and Mo-
hammed, and thousands like them.

It is that same ominous discourse that resulted in the call for genocide made by
none other than Israel’s Justice Minister, Ayelet Shaked, where she also called
on the slaughter of Palestinian mothers who give birth to “little snakes.”

The killing of Nassir and Mohammed should not then be viewed in the context
of military operations gone awry, but in the inhuman official and media dis-
courses that do not differentiate between a resistance fighter carrying a gun or a
child taking an onion and an oxygen mask.

Nor should we forget that Nassir al-Mosabeh and Mohammed al-Durrah are
chapters in the same book, with an overlapping narrative that makes their story,
although 18 years apart, one and the same.

—Ramazy Baroud is a journalist, author and editor of Palestine Chronicle. His
forthcoming book is ‘The Last Earth: A Palestinian Story’ (Pluto Press, London).
Baroud has a Ph.D. in Palestine Studies from the University of Exeter and is a
Non-Resident Scholar at Orfalea Center for Global and International Studies,
University of California Santa Barbara. His website is www.ramzybaroud.net.
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POalads s d0am-6pm Cusll I iVl e i
Tel:313-846-2000 @& 4025 Maple St

Fax:313-846-2221 Dearborn M| 48126
Email: wwwlifepharmacy@gmail.com

0~

Life Pharmac cy

</ Greal Care 6 Tast Service 2

Coming Soon Life Clinic
With Male and Female Doctors
Free Delivery '

Near Masjid Alsalam
Monday-Saturday :10am-6pm

4025 Maple St

Tel:313-846-2000

Dearborn M| 48126 Fax:313-846-2221
Email: wwwlifepharmacy@gmail.com

Doctor Waleed Alghazali
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SPINIESREEHAB

o

\_ Dr, Khalid Almasmari/ Dr.riyad Almasmari/ Dr. Hael Ghaleb
‘ Call today for an appointment

313 - 5182 - 229285

* \ Specializing In Auto & Work Injuries

» Neck & Back Pain

« Arm & Leg Pain

» Disc Related Injuries

- Headaches

+ Dizziness

+ Auto Accidents

» Work Related Injuries

Family Health Center & Rehab
313-874-3130

9743 Conant ST. Hamtramck, M| 48212
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Where The Country Is Going Through A Catastrophic Humanition...The Worst In The Region And Recent History.

Pure Hands
a1 a il esolsyl

PLEASE HELP

THE PEOPLE OF YEMEN

PURE{HANDS
P.O Box 941112 :Plano ,TX75094
Head office 7340 :HWY ,78 Suite 270 # Sachse ,TS75048

Phone 1647-425*)-1 :Fax0325-372-972 :

New York office :Avenue s ,Brooklyn ,NY11223
Phone 7700-339-718 :Email :info@purehands.org Website: www.purehands.org

Pure Hands Incis a 501 (C) ( 3) tax exempt nonprofit charitable organization with Tax ID # 454310090
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&2 1slamic Center qf Eastlake
PROJECT EASTLAKE The Future Is New

PLEASE DONATE TO BUILD
A NEW MOSQUE FOR YOUR REAL FUTURE

;E—_\ SALT CREEK GOLF COURSE 525 Hunte Pkwy.Chula Vista . CA 91914
www.islamiccenterofeastiake.com
Islamic Center Of Eastlake , San Diego , California
The above project is a mosgque with Islamic school will be built in
southern california near San Diego city. please Donate Generously
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15234 Michigan Ave. Dearborn M| 48126

Tel: 313-429-9510 Fax:313-429-9530 Askar.alabasi@gmail.com
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The Nagi Building
13710 Michigan Ave.
Dearborn. MI 48126
Tel: 313-583-4400
Fax: 313-583-4403
info@nagicpa.com

NAGI CPA P.C.

www.nagicpa. com
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Al e Business Taxes OMsUlQSlpd o
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Come in and get your maximum refund under CPA firm preparation with the best and motivated staff with over 15 years’
experience | A firm that will step-up, with NO HESITATION for any of your personal, business and audit concerns.

miﬁed

e - ‘:‘f _L
E I— . & VagetahlEEL-.
- Fresh Fruits % fresh food )

_!-.ialal Meat T frozwn

‘ groceries -

WWW.ARABAMERICANTODAY.NET



pllnll Jga Hgoluall ‘
Muslims Around The World
o,

i
T@I})AY

‘))}(‘NujJWN‘WHJ‘S)JfJ’J‘f"JW
L3331 8 T oty gl 53

I il Al o e 3 Slab e sl
e o215 13 3 Les ppanll Gorns s iy
(=9 - ‘JUUJ % M‘ J.SY‘ L}.ﬁ}.}nﬂ.ﬂ LLAJjAJ AJ)L’J‘
0 3535 A Pl celel) 025 Sl g
ol agaz 55 toalie gt e Sy 2y 3 ool
plaball Il s o5 Lo e ] Sl I35
by Ml s 3 e dyan oty s
mmeubdsuuy,hwmtumuwml
Aol el 35 Y oy il Vg 0805
twau‘yg‘owlwbﬂ\waw L@.\:JLv.o
Elolad! A_;L>u &5‘“‘“"5 w..\.t.> Ju.u M.u.\.lo.“ 4.4:.!0%‘
of 05 Bl sty 155031 505 Jol1 ) S
by Tgall LAY e il JSty Siome 1550
oda g}{‘suruﬂl u‘..\.u.u (e MJ[:J‘j ‘b.tb_g Uasdl
Luolill s Ugane Gl Olulas (e asis Ol
Sl

(g s A LSIARN Slalasi] o IS
a9l I35 asay 5 LS N1 B3 Do (e 8325
L] G ST 4] ] el (o gl
ol dlie COISH ATy Sall 23l 2] 3 Lglis
uu‘.b.dlj M\.’ ol.su L.:L:..AY u.\.>u u‘ ML.A Y 13
e Jnaadd gy il raduall pad sy
05Se 45 Cibasdl JSHI ) Gaslall ol (ilbles SLlas
A LA;\

h.n.ou.-.nl.m.n.llea.nuh.oJLclmag.n

i sl elginl I BISHI sl 155 g3ls)
13]4.'».;}()) JB. Ujuou-"u-‘ul-‘-u-‘-*-”ﬁ-‘-u-“u‘du-‘
(L gasd ).;Lu («S.\g.ku

0318 (618 Slolsm B o gy oA of JUiLl S35
eAJLu.c\»‘@LAl‘ Lo ys ‘}\AJ‘J-AUSAJLA-A‘P‘L’J
B84l ol ol damo 1 018 3] 51 138 o0
D1 Jool 0 gl ] g e sl
53 (5,59 Sl s Vims il casiiily
<L OLlgusd! o gae Labais (u.s Las“.@.‘.L; sLLad
ugSl@.u.u.U J—"u.wb.hj«‘a@-\‘.ad 4.’5_,0.4‘:.@.1.\1@.3]‘
LS 4.;..4)‘ Jolsdl 3yl J.a.a OlSyu (5aligdl
u‘)&‘ 5—5&‘\.“.&.6 ‘3 u;lSJl .J)j‘ LS ‘aLAAAY‘ J\.U LA5
o o Bl il oLablly oy Lo o S
4.:.33)1\ 3‘ wl.d‘ u\.‘au.sl‘ a0 ULC u.a.‘c.a.‘l fbdo]\
‘_,L:j sladl .Jblb ‘UJ.A>J| u‘..\.ul‘ Jl ;3:«!.!1 [SLE]
gl ) i B ol B 50 23
&9 AMS :.Lcju.u A_':U‘5J>J\ C.».S ULL J)\:J‘ C;.l“
Gl o s iy pe i psanll 231 5345
05 Sl u.dl....d\ ol ‘(13.>-.U‘ ralcu.a BEW-VINENE
aall

LIV 3 Llle 331y Y1 Al Jo OS5 G|
s> e Gpabaal] g cpalusl] g A1 S
Jss Joe L.:LL.A.LA.“ I XKE¥PY ulS,AJ\ u\ g @«9\}«4
oz G-Il Gyl S (e o2 55308 ke
a3 SlogSonlly SIS, 51 J 535 pllall el
Sl s 3 Lol G e P c¥sSe
Aol A3 Sl ftely GlLbs sl (LI § e cpalad

ul9axnll pupallaae : jupaig dulis

SUSHHL 545 (g g FSUHN (0 2l Al § 94| allio 1239 (32 (3Lonwall i
AShal) ] Qa9 gl (50 8240 3l s ot s L (BN Aiaslily

(520 B3Lually SHT 5 5 ganel s el BB OIS (Lt By Slac s Bl
(e SLaie ¥ Sy &SI Olalae g Baluald (SUel Szl ) Sl (o B3 a9 039 )24
¥ g ) (G0 g Cimpd (1 (3219419 p95nldl S5 plaod] 132 Jani g

o 8350 2Ll 5 Caa ¢ niSlog I fio (b 39 bawe (21 ey Bubaioad
ST I ol sl 1S (553 Lo 3 3 O gbnnia tytssu‘@w Ol e o galuad!
3 19 kst wﬂ‘wW‘wwmu«&j}Uwcbﬂl 95 Joll 1S 3] ¢ gans gl
SIS Aol 3 gy bl a1 g ¢y 5 ool ol US| ity Bl S L

o dueadd Lwaddb dpusd| Pl olebus guss
330 5 anls @ L@J}.a\ (O Bdas f"d‘ Gpedad|
G G osdinny u.v..\Jl Ja\ﬁﬂ 3.41.“:.1\ il (dayadl
J5.L>«AJ.L$ULC L.u.." U)ﬂ‘ékﬂj}"@;&db‘u)m
f‘-“"‘ﬂ JLA:J\ %) QLJ}H Oladieg GbLall e
G 3 LgSNgriwly (.5.>..U\ 55l ass & 3 ey
Lad alag Bladl Jaad X1 Creasinl 3 ol e
By a2l YL é Lis
01T 5301 018 e @ bl 59l oyl il
u_,.x."ds‘ calaJld.muaLuJ‘@]aLxll Bgeoabidl
Ogedad! caw (BB An po S QS-‘j“.lA—-u-"
L\.L>u]| ;Mg ;A ‘M.UAJ‘ (s@.i‘..\&.u.a g\.m.a J‘ JJ‘ﬁ”
o Sladdl Loyl o colainald ds u.u.}.] [AhESID)
((‘a‘)b)) ?"P'd‘ Guogglys C5.4...u3\ 3938 yoaD
a)Jo.sJ\o.m‘,L:JMlgSA.a JJJQAS.G.‘_,L: KT VD
= ;Lu\3 «.Ltlg.AJL‘ Jolaidl ap>g ‘AJL'».Jb ) .u
uS.!yequl ub\y:J\ JDM\M‘L)S.U 451
s Ll Lt)]‘g (Y)L'» M,\:Jl JLA.:.}” KTy ut.m,.dl
)4).~>J| pd Laias > e plase sl JSLU
Lol LaSls
C_Ua..o.a L\...u).i..oy‘waluuﬂ 4.\..&.\.“.’ u‘wlﬁ]\dfj
@,»Lnaj ).o..quj ‘u.a.?ll ML:)lb ‘uJ:UJ‘ uik) i)
S AUl Olouasdly e b ydls dau 3l ilguly Jaesadl
ciaclais ¥l Olubdly Byl el w3l sl
of Ml e 188y Jaonidl Ol pasinnd S03 3]
Slousdly ‘().‘).\:J\) Lilgasdl (gandl o I (635
Oyl NS o 85I (e Al (1555 ol aul
A
3lea Lade g (SN &g sl 2 AU paadly
Olaiiall g 0ylE55 I Bl sl blesly
M‘ u—‘ﬂ‘ﬁ Gl JP (‘Ld.«.ul\ 28) 3Ll
oLl = 44.&.\54 aslyid! ‘;551‘ 4l Lu):» IRy T
J.u.ua ‘,L:u:‘é_n.“ (o Va)l..,.h!\ igo ﬁbb Al gredadl
e 08 (1AL allss sag «4.:,4>J\» o dl )Lw.: JLsJ.l
@ VY u.a.dl 8L ro Gl Fs¥ u_,.\.,.u}(l C_>)}l|

27 Olallotias 35l 0t Al & pe 3blie JI35 ¥

Slebis ol S jaandls 3l abuse sale

Al L.AJ‘P o0 u.s\.'> JS (3 uﬁ” 555 J)L>J‘

30% Jly>s cpllall eloil 3 4slial ololasyl

uL‘>uu.u %) uY‘ 055"" ‘UJ.L-J‘ M.Lc}” Q9 (0
ASLall 3 (Sl

- High Quality Meaf - Vegetables Al Discount Frice

o dgaadl
Olalgds e u\.::g.h .
3550 aclae o Pl Gysll Gaiss e ool
3yl f\.LUa.U s c_s.u‘g ‘c_;,s SadiSy 5‘5 [T
(4 ol (z\.\]a]\ ‘u\p O ey J)L>J\ CL>.AJ\
(o1 83 @ L) ool gl e ysiall 55

‘3 4.:54\.5.“ WJ‘A.U e..\&.is ‘M_)S_)JJ 6.9""""“ fu Y (3
u)‘.b.u J)L>J‘ ;‘.\.’J‘ L_:LL>5 J}J)Aﬂj M‘.A5 UA.:J
Lopradaad |

703021 - Lssload] Eidl - 22018 5353
October 2018 - Volume: 6 - Issue:70



pdloll Jga ygoluall

Muslims Around The World

291l - Say0ill ,1y=lil
ARAB AMERICAN TODAY

Burhan Wazir

would render the food halal.

Nearly 70 years later, few areas of modern life
remain untouched by the requirements of 2.7
million British Muslims. Once a marginal sector
(the UK was home to just 50,000 Muslims in 1939),
the halal industry now influences every aspect

of the worldwide food-supply chain. Around 30
per cent of the global food market is now made
up of halal products. In the UK, multiple halal
certification bodies compete to authenticate halal
suppliers; chains such as Nando’s, Subway and
Chicken Cottage sell halal items, usually chicken, as
part of their menus; and Pizza Express serves only
halal-certified chicken in all its 470 UK branches.
Halal meat (including poultry) can now be found in
supermarkets such as Tesco, Asda and Sainsbury’s.
In urban centres such as London, Manchester and
Liverpool, secondary schools offer halal lunches to
Muslim students.

For many Muslims today, this modern halal
industry feels far removed from its origins in the
Arabian Peninsula. While the Quran promises
“rivers of milk’ and ‘rivers of purified honey’, the
earliest Muslims living in the austere environment
of the Middle East in the seventh century relied
mostly on limited vegetation and milk products
from camels, sheep and goats. Meat production
and consumption was severely restricted by the
scarcity of water: camels were used to transport
goods and slaughtered only in cases of necessity.
Arabs consumed dates and large terrestrial birds
called bustards, while the Bedouin ate grasshop-
pers. In coastal regions such as the Gulf, Arabs

ate fish. Yet even out of this austerity, early
Muslims sought to codify their religious beliefs,
with ‘halal’ describing not only products but

also rituals regarded as lawful or permitted,

and ‘haram’ employed to mean the opposite.

This 360-degree view of Islam can be found
throughout the Quran, which states that ‘Allah

has permitted trade and has forbidden interest’.
During the Hajj, the annual pilgrimage to Mecca,
hunting land animals is ‘forbidden’, but eating
seafood is ‘lawful’. In everyday dealings, charity is
‘halal’, usury is ‘haram’; most fish is ‘halal’, pork is
always ‘haram’.

But for younger Muslims, the term halal has broken

\

free of the basic rules of conduct once adhered

to by their immigrant parents to encompass a
wider set of welfare and lifestyle choices, including
education, healthcare, travel, cosmetics, modesty
fashion and financial products, as well as expe-
riences such as birthdays, weddings and events.
Hotels and beaches can be segregated and halal;
cosmetics and birthday cakes can be free of animal
products; financial services can be interest-free.
Even more noteworthy is the way that various
aspects of halal lifestyles appear to be converging
with mainstream (non-Muslim) beliefs about the
environment and health consciousness. This is
partly due to a growing awareness of how Muslim
leaders have sought to frame Islam’s attitude to-
wards food. For example, there is a growing body
of religious work suggesting that veganism is prob-
ably the position most consistent with the prophet
Muhammad’s lifestyle. Indeed, early Muslims
viewed meat-consumption with

suspicion. The prophet’s

cousin and son-in-

law Ali ibn Abi

Talib, the
fourth

Sunni caliph and first Shi'ite imam, is reported to
have said: ‘Do not allow your stomachs to become
graveyards for animals’

Opponents of factory farming, meanwhile, can take
heart knowing that the Quran elevates the status
of animals to those of sentient creatures. The
prophet Muhammad instructed Muslims to show
compassion to animals while allowing them ample
access to food and water. Islam forbids hunting for
sport, and Muslims are told to conduct slaughter
out of the sight of other animals to minimise
suffering. Muslims are also encouraged to cover
the eyes of animals during slaughter to stop them
from seeing their own blood. Consumers interested
in movements such as fair trade will find some
common ground here.

Most intriguing perhaps is the unlikely pairing of
halal with so-called ‘clean eating’ drives.
Clean eating generally promotes
produce that is grown or
farmed without resort
to pesticides and
additives, in
contrast to
halal’s
associ-
ation

If You Want To Eat Clean And Green, Is The Futuré Halal?

When Muslims from India and Pakistan began arriving in the United Kingdom in large numbers in the 1960s, they imported two anxieties common to immigrants: what to eat,
and where to pray. The new foreigners, usually men, sought places of worship and a dependable supply of nutrition associated with their homelands. This included ‘halal’
food — meat and poultry killed in accordance with Quranic guidelines derived from the teachings of the prophet Muhammad. In cities such as Leeds and Manchester, where
mosques weren’t available, Muslims prayed on factory floors or worshipped in converted flats. Halal food was harder to come by. Many urbanised Muslims sought out the
services of agricultural workers who had resettled in the UK after the convulsions of empire. Men would buy chickens from farmers, former Asian farmhands or imams, who

with ‘purity’, which derives from the traditional
Quranic prohibition on a very different pollutant:
the consuming of blood (seen as a vector for toxins
and infections). Yet, as issues of food purity and
food hygiene take precedence over intensively
farmed abundance, these elemental halal practices
appear to be merging with secular food purism.
Practitioners of halal slaughter, for example, are
keen to stress that they kill animals quickly, cleanly
and kindly: estimates from the Food Standards
Agency suggest that up to 88 per cent of animals
killed by halal methods in the UK are stunned
beforehand. And with the rise of industrialised
meat production making it difficult to trace where
most meat comes from, halal methods (like smalls-
cale organic farming methods) can underwrite
provenance.

Companies such as Nestlé are now becoming
global leaders of processed halal foods aimed at
Muslims and non-Muslims alike, while multination-
al firms such as Walmart and Carrefour are major
halal suppliers. Across the world, businesses and
governments are intervening to offer halal versions
of national dishes that meet the expectations of
both Muslims and health-conscious eaters. In
Japan, pork-free ramen noodle dishes and sushi
prepared without rice wine mirror the develop-
ment of French-halal cooking in Europe.

Many authorities across the Western world that
are approved to certify meat, including poultry, as
halal are, in turn, co-opting the mantras of clean
eating. Among them, Halal Transactions, based in
Omaha, Nebraska, has published guidelines on ‘Eat-
ing “Clean” While Eating Halal’, which suggest that
clean eating ‘gains a deeper importance’ within the
context of Islam. The rationale here is that Muslims
are obligated to eat food that is not only halal, but
tayyib — which can be translated as ‘good, clean,
and wholesome’. Over-processed foods are not
considered tayyib, while all-natural foods are. Halal
Transactions goes on to state that the obligation

to steward the environment ‘can potentially be
better met with organic, non-GMO, free-range, in-
secticide-free’ foods, because these classifications
are ‘based on responsible agricultural practices,
obligatory in Islam’.
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AHRC Community & Forum Recep-
tion a Great Success:

The American Human Rights Council (AHRC-USA) express-
es its warm appreciation for the supporters and guests of
its annual Community Dinner & Forum that was held on
Friday, October 5, 2018 in Dearborn.

Over 400 distinguished and diverse guests; including
regional and international law enforcement agencies

and police departments, community, civic and faith
leaders; participated in this year's reception addressing
the human-made disasters and the ongoing and rapidly
growing local, national and international challenge of
hate, violence and terror at all levels at home and abroad.
“Together, Against Hate, Violence & Terror” was this
year's Reception’s theme.

The reception began with the US National anthem
performed by Dr. D. L. Teamor, Pastor and Founder &
executive Director of the Calvary House and an AHRC Ad-
visory Board Member, followed by a formal greeting and
welcome by the city of Dearborn’s mayor, the Honorable
Jack O'Reilly’ and the Honorable Brenda Jones, President
of Detroit City Council and Dr. Saleh Muslah, AHRC Board's
President.

The program began with the young and youth perspective
related to the reception’s theme presented by 18 years
old senior Wayne State University (WSU) student, Bachar
Sheiti-Kachkouche.

Introduced by Chief Ronald Haddad, of Dearborn Police
Department, the reception’s guest speaker, Brigadier
General (ret) General Micheal McDaniel, Associate Dean
and Professor & Director of the Homeland Security Law
Program at Western University Thomas Cooley Law school
in Lansing Campus eloquently addressed the challenge

facing the US and highlighted the value of civility of the
effective engagement and debate within our American
society amidst the tough and difficult challenges. In
addition, special remarks presentations were made by
Mr. Mathew Schneider, US Attorney, Eastern District of
Michigan; Mr. Timothy Water, FBI National Security Unit;
Staff Sergeant Brad Sakalo, OPP-Canada and Dr. Imam
Aschmat Salie, founding Director of the Islamic Studies at
Oakland and UD Mercy universities.

AHRC Reception's 2018 Exemplary Leadership
Awardees- Tribute of Leadership Award:

Attorney Isaac Robinson, State of Michigan Rep-Elect and
AHRC board member facilitated and emceed the awards
presentations segment on behalf of AHRC. The American
Human Rights Council (AHRC-USA) presented two Exem-
plary Leadership Awards.

The first award went to Chief Ronald Haddad of Dearborn
Police Department and the Police Department for Dear-
born’s being a model law enforcement agency in partner-
ing with communities, building trust and mutual respect,
through education, training and outreach activities.

The second Exemplary Leadership award was presented

to the Honorable Reggie Davis, a radio icon, leader in gov-

ernment and advocate for non-violent conflict resolution,

for his distinguished leadership of the CeaseFire Youth Im-

itative, Inc., life-time devotion to curbing youth violence
and for promoting diversity, peace and inclusion.

AHRC recognizes Ms. Husnah Khan with a tribute
of Honor:

The American Human Rights Council (AHRC-USA) proudly

acknowledged Ms. Husnah Khan, newly graduated lawyer,

for her exemplary devotion to justice on behalf of a
wrongfully convicted fellow citizen after spending 16 years
behind bars for a murder that he did not commit. Husnah
as intern, along with dedicated other volunteers, lead this
effort and spent tireless hours that led the court to re-
open the case and granted him a release pending the final
proceedings. AHRC salutes Husnah Khan for such great
humanitarian job on behalf of justice. To read more about
the case visit: http://legalnews.com/detroit/1465108/
AHRC Receives two distinguished awards:

The American Human Rights Council (AHRC-USA) express-
es its heartfelt appreciation to His Excellency, Fernando
Gonzalez Saiffe, Consul General of the Consulate of
Mexico in Detroit for presenting AHRC with an Award
recognizing AHRC's work for promoting human rights,
helping create a culture of respect for human rights and
for attaining the NGO status with the United Nations.

The American Human rights Council (AHRC-USA) also
received the Detroit Association of Black Organizations
(DABO)'s Horace L. Sheffield, JR. Exceptional Recognition
Award. The Award was presented to AHRC Executive

Director Imad Hamad and the American Human Rights
Council in recognition of their outstanding contributions
to the defense of human rights. AHRC and Mr. Hamad
greatly appreciate the recognition and promise to contin-
ue to tirelessly work to promote human rights.

AHRC Special Appreciation Note to the Reception’s
Proud Sponsors:

AHRC expresses its heartfelt appreciation to the recep-
tion’s sponsors and supporters. The support we get from
sponsors and supporters is indispensable to our work.
This year's sponsors were the backbone, true champions
of human rights that enabled AHRC to have another
successful event this year. The American Human Rights
Council (AHRC-USA) expresses its sincere appreciation to
all of its members and volunteers, whom were the driving
force behind the AHRC success.

“AHRC's work is team work,” said Imad Hamad, AHRC
Executive Director. “The staff, the board, the donors, the
supporters, and the volunteers- all are partners in our
successes and achievements,” concluded Hamad.
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By Seth Anziska
Sept. 20, 2018

This week, Israelis and Egyptians commemorate the
signing 40 years ago of the Camp David Accords, the
agreement that led to the first peace treaty between
Israel and an Arab state. Through this peace deal, Egypt
secured the return of the Sinai Peninsula, which it had
lost in the 1967 War, and Israel neutralized its military
threat from the southwest while gaining crucial recogni-
tion in the Middle East.

Americans will no doubt take pride in this anniversary,
recalling their role in mediating the negotiations that led
to the accords, which are still regarded as the leading
diplomatic achievement of Jimmy Carter’s presidency.
For Palestinians, however, this anniversary is a painful
reminder of their political disenfranchisement. Although
born of a genuine effort by the Carter administration to
address their fate, Camp David instead hamstrung Pal-
estinians’ aspirations for statehood and left them under
Israeli occupation in the West Bank and Gaza, stripped of
basic rights like the freedom of movement.

My exploration of recently declassified archives in
Jerusalem, in London and across the United States shows
how, largely because of the work of Prime Minister Men-
achem Begin of Israel, the Egyptian-Israeli peace came at
the expense of Palestinian self-determination. This was

a missed opportunity that set the course for the political
stalemate in the Middle East today.

Mr. Carter’s goal was never just for a separate peace
between Israel and Egypt. He was the first American
president to openly call for a Palestinian “homeland.”
Early in his administration, he began developing plans to
achieve a comprehensive resolution between Israel and
its Arab neighbors.

His administration had formulated a secret blueprint
that was premised on Israeli territorial withdrawal from
land conquered in 1967, as well as adjudicating the
status of Jerusalem and addressing the right of return for
Palestinian refugees displaced in 1948. It was an early
iteration of what would later be called a “two-state solu-
tion.” While the Palestinian component was limited to

a “homeland” that was possibly linked to Jordan, rather
than an independent state, the Carter administration’s
vision could have ultimately led to sovereignty for the
West Bank and Gaza Strip.

To this end, Mr. Carter strongly opposed Israeli expan-
sion in the territory where a Palestinian homeland might
be created and advocated direct talks between Israel
and the Palestine Liberation Organization, which at the
time was moving from armed struggle toward diplomatic
engagement.

Mr. Carter’s positions rankled Israel and many of its
most stalwart supporters in the United States. But the
approach evoked sympathy and interest from Arab
leaders — especially President Anwar al-Sadat of Egypt,
who was a vocal advocate on behalf of the Palestinians
and who wanted to recover Egyptian territory and

shift his country’s alliance from the Soviet Union to the
United States.

While Mr. Sadat was initially eager to support Mr.

\

Carter’s plans for a revival of a regional peace confer-
ence, his impatience with the Arab divisions and Israeli
negotiating tactics led to his unilateral decision to visit
Jerusalem in 1977 in an effort to resuscitate talks.

In so doing, he broke with the wider Arab world and
inadvertently set in motion the possibility of a narrower
bilateral peace.

At a time when the Middle East seemed finally poised
for a regional settlement, bringing an end to three
decades of war and settling the issue of hundreds of
thousands of Palestinian refugees, Mr. Begin, Israel’s
new right-wing leader, had other plans as well. In paral-
lel, both leaders hindered a major breakthrough based
on Washington’s blueprint.

Israel had its own ideas

Mr. Begin had long stressed the impossibility of a Pales-
tinian state. His views on the central importance for the
Jewish people of “Judea and Samaria” — using the bibli-
cal term for the territories of the West Bank — were well
known. After he was elected in May 1977, becoming the
first prime minister from the right-wing Likud party, he
declared he would “encourage settlements, both rural
and urban, on the land of the homeland.”

The Sinai was another story. Israel had captured the pen-
insula from Egypt in 1967, but though the territory was

a welcome strategic buffer, it held none of the religious
appeal of the West Bank. Mr. Begin indicated early on a
clear willingness to withdraw forces substantially in the
Sinai as part of a peace deal with Egypt; the West Bank
and Gaza Strip were never part of his negotiations.
These “peace principles” were made clear to Mr. Carter
during Mr. Begin's first visit to the White House. “Con-
cerning Judea, Samaria and the Gaza Strip our position

is that we shall not place them under any foreign rule or
sovereignty,” Mr. Begin said, according to newly declassi-
fied Israeli records.

The American government believed it could reconcile
these clashing views on territory by drawing a distinction
between Israel’'s opening position and the final outcome
of negotiations with Mr. Sadat in late 1977 and 1978. It
did not count on the Egyptian leader undercut-
ting Palestinian demands in the process.
Mr. Begin also put forward his own
ideas to address this divergence
of views, encapsulated in his
extensive “Home Rule for Pal-
estinian Arabs, Residents of
Judea, Samaria and the Gaza
District.” Instead of allowing

for collective self-determi-
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The
Camp Da-
vid Accords were
signed 40 years ago.

Newly declassified
documents show
how Israel got
its way.

nation, Israel would retain the territories acquired in
1967 while promising local authority for elected Arab
officials to guide decisions in areas like commerce,
education, health and transport. At its heart, Mr. Begin's
offer of autonomy was couched in benevolent language
but predicated on the denial of self-determination for
Palestinians.
One of the eight refugee camps where 170,000 Pales-
tinians were living by 1984. The Camp David accords
hamstrung their aspirations for statehood and left them
under Israeli occupation in the West Bank and Gaza.
The negotiations between Mr. Carter, Mr. Sadat and Mr.
Begin took place during a 13-day-long summit that con-
cluded with the signing of the Camp David Accords on
Sept. 17, 1978. Although the preparatory memos written
by the Americans had clearly established the desire for
Israeli territorial withdrawal from the West Bank and
Gaza and a moratorium on settlement construction, the
accords ended up securing Mr. Begin’s narrow vision of a
peace agreement focused on Egypt alone.
The newly declassified sources illustrate how, in a
formidable exercise of statecraft, Israel’s prime min-
ister detached the Palestinian issue from the overall
proceedings, without substantive opposition from Mr.
Sadat and with Mr. Carter’s implicit understanding of a
diminished outcome: The Israeli delegation deployed
deliberate legal ambiguities on the Palestinian issue and
limited the extent of a settlement freeze. Any reference
to self-determination was also excluded; United Nations
Resolution 242, which called on Israel to withdraw from
territories occupied in 1967, was not applied to “all
fronts of the conflict”; and there was no retreat on the
Israeli claim to sovereignty in Jerusalem.
Israel’s imprint was evident in the final text of the
accords, where Palestinian concerns were relegated to
a separate agreement, “A Framework for Peace in the
Middle East.” Building on Mr. Begin’s autonomy plan,
it introduced a transitional arrangement for limited
self-rule in the West Bank and Gaza Strip that was vague
about territorial or political control. A second agree-
ment, the “Framework for the Conclusion of a

Peace Treaty Between Egypt and Israel,”
paved the way for an Egyptian-Israeli
peace treaty six months later.
The pursuit of a peace deal
with Egypt had become a
means to avoid peace with
the Palestinians.

Many realized at the time

that the Camp David sum-
mit would allow the Begin

New York Times : How Israel Undermined Washington And
Stalled The Dream Of Palestinian Statehood

government to consolidate Israel’s hold on the West
Bank and Gaza, and they spoke out forcefully against Mr.
Sadat’s concessions. Mohammed Kamel, Egypt’s foreign
minister, boycotted the signing ceremony and resigned
from office. The P.L.O. announced its “total rejection” of
the accords soon after they were signed, warning of an
“open plot” against Palestinian rights. Yasir Arafat, the
Palestinian leader, later described the autonomy idea as
“no more than managing the sewers.”

Shortly after the 1979 ratification of the peace treaty,
“autonomy talks” between representatives of Egypt, Is-
rael and the United States began, ostensibly to deal with
Palestinian self-rule. These discussions were abandoned
on the eve of the 1982 Lebanon War, but they nonethe-
less became the basis of limited self-rule for Palestinians.
Their imprint was eventually evident in the emergence
of the Palestinian National Authority after the 1993 Oslo
Accords. By conditioning Palestinian political rights on a
narrowly functional, nonterritorial definition of autono-
my alongside continued Israeli settlement expansion, the
possibility of sovereignty was severely undermined.

40 years later

Having sacrificed a great deal of political capital on the
Middle East, Mr. Carter was bitterly disappointed with
the failure of a broader effort on the Palestinian front.
don’t see how they can continue as an occupying power
depriving the Palestinians of basic human rights, and |
don’t see how they can absorb three million more Arabs
into Israel without letting the Jews become a minority

in their own country,” he said during his final meeting
with Israel’s ambassador in Washington. “Begin showed
courage in giving up the Sinai. He did it to keep the West
Bank.”

Four decades later, Mr. Carter’s words seem prescient.
The Palestinian quest for self-determination remains un-
fulfilled. In paving the way for Oslo, Camp David actually
enabled the triumph of an Israeli vision that empowers a
sub-sovereign Palestinian Authority to help manage the
occupation.

Without an independent state in the West Bank,

Gaza and East Jerusalem, Palestinians are confronting
renewed efforts by Israeli leaders to undermine the
possibility of meaningful sovereignty. Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu has endorsed a “state minus.”
Naftali Bennett, Israel’s education minister and an influ-
ential politician, has called for “autonomy on steroids” to
be administered in the West Bank, specifying “self-rule”
with a focus on limited control over “water, sewage,
electricity, infrastructure and so on.”

The echo of Menachem Begin is clear, this time with
active support from the American government. While
commemorating the key breakthrough leading to a
peace agreement between Egypt and Israel, we might
therefore consider Camp David’s more troubling legacy:
a crucial step in the perpetuation of Palestinian state-
lessness.

ul

*Seth Anziska (@SethAnziska) is a lecturer in Jew-
ish-Muslim Relations at University College London and
the author of “Preventing Palestine: A Political History
From Camp David to Oslo.”
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Theatlantic : The Woman Who

Could Be Israel’s Next Leader

Yonit Levi

Israel’s Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is fond
of showing his visitors an ancient seal unearthed in
Jerusalem, thought to date back more than 2,700
years. Its inscription is similar to the prime minister’s
family name—proof of the historic bond between the
Jewish people and their land, and perhaps (one might
surmise) also of the eternal bond between Netanyahu
and his office. After nearly a decade of unbroken rule,
the prime minister has created an aura of irreplaceabil-
ity—for now. His brand, much like that ancient seal,
shows no sign of abrasion, and with an election year
fast approaching, it seems likely that he will continue
as prime minister.

However, since the proliferation of corruption cases
against him, a once unthinkable question has arisen
among both his supporters and his opponents: Who
will eventually replace him? Increasingly, in conversa-
tions in political circles, a surprising answer is emerg-
ing: Ayelet Shaked, the minister of justice.

A recent survey published in the Israeli daily Maariv
found that if Shaked were heading Likud, the party
would win the same number of Knesset seats—33 out
of 120—as it would under Netanyahu's leadership.

This is no less than a sensation. The road from here

to there is long and tortuous: For starters, numerous
hungry contenders from within Likud are jockeying for
the crown. Shaked, meanwhile, is not even a member
of Likud but of its bitterest rival on the right, the Jewish
Home party. Still, if Netanyahu has a mirror on the

wall telling him that he’s the most popular guy in the
kingdom, this may be the moment his political Snow
White makes her appearance.

How did an unknown computer engineer transform
herself into a potential prime minister in just five

short years? How did a woman who once worked for
Netanyahu become one of his most formidable rivals?
And how did a secular woman from left-leaning Tel Aviv
become the most successful spokesperson for the reli-
gious-nationalist party and the settlement movement it
strongly supports?

Even in Israel—a land of milk, honey, and a fresh news
item every 60 seconds—Shaked, just 42 years old, is a
head-spinning success story. She’s far from being in the
consensus; some admire her deeply, while others see
her as nothing less than a danger to democracy.
But even her fiercest detractors admit that she
is the most effective player currently operat-
ing in Israel’s roiling political arena.

“I see myself as someone who's come

along to be a counterbalance,” Shaked

tells me at a recent meeting at the Min-

istry of Justice in Jerusalem. “For many

years, the courts had a liberal slant, and

my tendency is more conservative.” This
doesn’t even begin to scratch the surface

of Shaked's agenda.

She’s not religious—which is unprecedented
for someone so central to a national-religious
party like Jewish Home—and she doesn't live in
the settlements. She was raised in Tel Aviv, the liberal
stronghold of Israel, but her ideology is deeply rooted
in the hard right that opposes any evacuation of West

Bank settlements; that views the Oslo Accords and a
Palestinian state as an unmitigated catastrophe for Isra-
el; that believes the courts, the media, and academia
all lean strongly toward the left. Shaked promises to
change all that.

It is precisely her contradictions that give her power
and a unique standing within her own party, as well as
in the wider political arena.

Shiloh Adler, a prominent settler leader, tells me: “She
doesn’t come from the religious-nationalist sector,
and she’s not labeled as a member of one camp or
another [within that sector]. This gives her a space
that's interest-free and significant. The rabbis, who are
divided according to which camp they belong to, all
accept her opinion.”

Roni Bar-On, a former senior government minister,
offers a less favorable analysis in an interview. “She’s

a wolf in sheep’s clothing,” he says. “She’s not what
you'd expect from the religious-nationalist move-
ment, and this works in her favor. The people who are
disturbed by what her party represents are soothed
by what they see in her, and her base applauds her
shrewd sophistication, as in, ‘We slipped in a front
someone who captures their minds and does it better
than we do.”

Shaked herself explains it thus: “I was right wing in my
outlook from a very early age, and during my service
in the army, which is a melting pot, | was introduced to
religious Zionism. | connected with that circle of people
on an ideological basis.” After completing her military
service, she studied electronic engineering and com-
puter science, worked for five years for the tech giant
Texas Instruments, and married Ofir, a former Israel
Air Force (IAF) combat pilot who is now an IAF flight
instructor. They have two children. In 2006, however,
she turned her ideology into a profession and forged a
connection with Netanyahu, becoming his office man-
ager. “At the time, Netanyahu was the spurned leader
of the opposition, he had only 12 Knesset seats, and
people didn’t think he would ever get anywhere,” she
recounts, smiling at the outcome of her bet.

To read the rest of the article go to: www.theatlantic.com

Benjamin

Netanyahu’s position
seems secure for now.
But an unexpected candi-

date from

the hard right is waiting
for her moment to
challenge him.
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Project-syndicate : The Makings of a 2020
Recession and Financial Crisis

NOURIEL ROUBINI, BRUNELLO ROSA

Although the global economy has been undergoing a sustained period of synchro-
nized growth, it will inevitably lose steam as unsustainable fiscal policies in the US
start to phase out. Come 2020, the stage will be set for another downturn — and,
unlike in 2008, governments will lack the policy tools to manage it.

NEW YORK — As we mark the decennial of the
collapse of Lehman Brothers, there are still ongoing
debates about the causes and consequences of the
financial crisis, and whether the lessons needed to
prepare for the next one have been absorbed. But
looking ahead, the more relevant question is what
actually will trigger the next global recession and
crisis, and when.

The current global expansion will likely continue into
next year, given that the US is running large fiscal
deficits, China is pursuing loose fiscal and credit pol-
icies, and Europe remains on a recovery path. But by
2020, the conditions will be ripe for a financial crisis,
followed by a global recession.

There are 10 reasons for this. First, the fiscal-stim-
ulus policies that are currently pushing the annual
US growth rate above its 2% potential are unsus-
tainable. By 2020, the stimulus will run out, and

a modest fiscal drag will pull growth from 3% to
slightly below 2%.2

Second, because the stimulus was poorly timed,

the US economy is now overheating, and inflation

is rising above target. The US Federal Reserve will
thus continue to raise the federal funds rate from

its current 2% to at least 3.5% by 2020, and that will
likely push up short- and long-term interest rates as
well as the US dollar.1

Meanwhile, inflation is also increasing in other key
economies, and rising oil prices are contributing
additional inflationary pressures. That means the
other major central banks will follow the Fed toward
monetary-policy normalization, which will reduce
global liquidity and put upward pressure on interest
rates.

Third, the Trump administration’s trade disputes
with China, Europe, Mexico, Canada, and others will
almost certainly escalate, leading to slower growth
and higher inflation.

Fourth, other US policies will continue to add

stagflationary pressure, prompting the Fed to raise
interest rates higher still. The administration is
restricting inward/outward investment and tech-
nology transfers, which will disrupt supply chains.

It is restricting the immigrants who are needed to
maintain growth as the US population ages. It is dis-
couraging investments in the green economy. And it
has no infrastructure policy to address supply-side
bottlenecks.1

Fifth, growth in the rest of the world will likely
slow down — more so as other countries will
see fit to retaliate against US protec-
tionism. China must slow its growth
to deal with overcapacity and
excessive leverage; otherwise a
hard landing will be triggered.
And already-fragile emerging
markets will continue to feel
the pinch from protectionism
and tightening monetary con-
ditions in the US.

Sixth, Europe, too, will experi-
ence slower growth, owing to
monetary-policy tightening and
trade frictions. Moreover, populist
policies in countries such as Italy
may lead to an unsustainable debt
dynamic within the eurozone. The
still-unresolved “doom loop” between
governments and banks holding public
debt will amplify the existential prob-
lems of an incomplete monetary union
with inadequate risk-sharing. Under
these conditions, another global
downturn could prompt Italy and
other countries to

To read the rest of the article go to:
www.project-syndicate.org
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Who were the Christian kings who fought Muslims,
then became friends of Islam?

Tolerance with the Arabs came to a peak when t he Sici lian King Roger Il
invited the Arab Muslim geographer Abu Abdullah al-Idrisi to his court. (Wiki-
media commons)

The period following the emergence of Islam in the seventh century wit-
nessed intense struggle and competition between Arabs and non-Arabs.
Events display the tendency of non-Arab kings to be influenced by Arab and

Islamic culture.

Armah

Armah was the king mentioned by the
prophet in his speech.

He was known as the king of Abyssinia
and Axum, he was a Christian, and when
Muslims came he greeted them well in his
country where they enjoyed a prosperous
time.

Some sources have exaggerated the gener-
osity of the king of Abyssinia, where it was
assumed that Armah converted to Islam
after a discussion he had with Jaafar ibn
Abi Talib, and that he hid his conversion
to Islam from his people, fearing that they
would not obey him anymore.

Leo Ill the Isaurian

Byzantine Emperor Leo IlI of Assyria, who
ruled during the period of 717-741 AD.
Leo Ill defended his capital against the re-
peated invasion attempts by the Umayyad
army led by Muslima bin Abdul Ma-
lik bin Marwan, and was greatly
influenced by Arab culture and
customs. 4
His contemporaries dubbed him
“Leo with the Islamic mindset”
according to Dr. Mohamed
Morsi al-Sheikh in his book
“The History of the Byzantine
Empire”.

Roger Il of Sicily

During the twelfth
century AD in
Sicily, the largest
Mediterranean
islands emerged

a unique experi-

.

ment to emphasize the diversity of religion
and culture during the reign of Norman
King Roger II.

In that period, Roger Il managed to follow
the efforts of his father, Roger |, to defeat
the Arabs and impose his control over all
of Sicily, but he kept all the aspects of the
Islamic civilization, and did not distort it or
tarnish it as did his predecessors before,
instead he had followed the ethics and
Arab attributes in his royal court.

He was dubbed the “Mu’taz Balallah”, his
name was present on Arabic and Latin
coins. He also made the kings of Europe
call him “the Baptist Sultan” similar to the
name taken by rulers of the Muslims, as
mentioned by Jonathan Lions in his book
“House of Wisdom”.

Tolerance with the Arabs came to a peak
when the Sicilian king invited the Arab
Muslim geographer Abu Abdullah al-Idrisi
to his court, where he produced one of the
most important scientific achievements of
that era, the map of the world.

Frederick I

If Roger Il of Sicily was an example
of justice with his Arab subjects, his
grandson Frederick Il was known for
his strong ties with Islamic culture and

his many friendships with Arab kings
in his time.

Frederick Il was the king of
Sicily and ruler of the Holy

Roman Empire, which led
to a violent clash with the
papacy, because of the
desire of both parties
to tighten control

over ltaly.

Frederick was known for his admiration for
Arab culture, and his keenness to quote
from it. He had a lot of help from Muslims
regarding the dress code what to drink
and eat. He was also very close to Arabs
and encouraged his people to translate
Arabic books, and he himself read and
translated some of them, since he spoke
the language.

Frederick who was very tolerant with Islam
and had a close friendship with the Sultan
Al-Kamil Ayyubid ruler of Egypt.

Frederick agreed to help his Ayyubid friend
against his enemies of the Ayyubid princes
of the Levant on the other hand and the
Khwarazmian dynasty on the other hand.
Frederick came with a small force from his
horsemen to the Orient, later known as the
“Sixth Crusade”, in which Al-Kamil agreed
to hand over Jerusalem to the non-Arab
emperor, supporting him in his war against
the papacy and consolidating his position
in the Christian world. Europe was looking
at him with aversion and hatred, for his
close ties and admiration to the Arab
culture.

Alfonso X of Castile

In 1252, Castilian prince Alfonso X was
crowned king of Castile, nicknamed “Al
Hakim”. He was known for his passion for

science, literature and knowledge, and his
close ties with the Arab-Islamic culture,

as many scholars called him the first Arab
Spanish.

He fought fierce wars against the Muslims,
and recovered from their grip the cities of
Cadiz and Cartagena.

But he quickly brought in Muslim schol-
ars from all over Andalusia, gave them
money and pledged to care for them and
employed them in the translation school
he established in Toledo.

The king also used the Arab scholars to
teach in the universities of Spain, which
became one of the most important univer-
sities in Europe, all the students of science
came to it from all sides to study and learn.
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ARE YOU THE ONE?

Al-Saddiq Al-Raddi

| only notice

a woman who gets no notice

someone who follows my footsteps

| see myself

multiplied -

delving in images, drifting in memories
intuiting exodus

I am blind to boats enameled with light for show
Even when light graces the treetops,

their hearts are dark

I am elusive as perfume, a vagrant gust of wind,
and no one remembers me

A great souk

A great souk

swallows the sound of a scythe

with a silence entrenched in its roots

Worms ignore a woman

who burns her history while she is born anew
Whoever lights up the past

sets the future ablaze

with a light that will neither burn boats nor taint hearts

* A poet from Sudan
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‘Freedom Fields

The Documentary

Film About:Football, Feminism

And The Liberation Of Libya

Before 2010 Naziha Arebi had never
set foot in Libya — she grew up in the
seaside town of Hastings, England.
But from 2011, the director spent
five turbulent years filming in her
father’s birthplace after the violent
removal of Muammar Qaddafi that
year, and she has made one of the
most extraordinary documentaries,
covering about football, feminism
and revolution in the African country.
Freedom Fields follows three friends,
Nama, Halima and Fadwa, who met
on the pitch, and tells their story in

Director Naziha Arebi

three distinct parts. The first section
takes place one year after the revo-
lution, in 2012, a time of great hope
that change would bring democracy
and gender equality to the country.

It then jumps to 2014, where the
overriding feeling is one of loss and
confusion as ISIS takes a stronghold.
Finally, it moves to 2016, when resil-
ience has become key and sadness
at the failure of the revolution turns
into a desire to continue the struggle
in any way possible.

The documentary uses a quote from
Audre Lorde from her 1984 collection
of essays and speeches Sister Outsid-
er to convey the sense of change and
urgency that defined the spirit of the
beginning of the shoot: “Sometimes
we are blessed with being able to
choose the time, and the arena,

and the manner of our revolution,
but more usually we must do battle
where we are standing.”

Arebi went to Libya for the first time
with her father after the passing of
the “Deal in the Desert”, when Tony
Blair and Colonel Qaddafi agreed to a
trial of the Lockerbie plane bombing
suspects on neutral ground in return
for lifting the crippling decade-long
sanctions.

Being in Libya was a revelation for
Arebi. “l was hyper-Anglicised in
many ways because my dad

was of the generation

that wanted to 4 |
fitin - ‘we are
British’, and all
that stuff,” she
recalls. “But he

r o
705! - dwolod! (B 201’8
October2018 - V()Iume— lafhes70 =,

was also very Libyan and | was also
very Libyan, which | realised when |
got there. My family and everyone
talks over each other, and are very
tactile. And I'm very much like that.”
Meeting the Libyan women’s football
team

The next time she went to Libya, the
revolution was in progress. Women
played a key role in initiating the first
protests, lobbying, smuggling arms
and cooking on the front lines. They
were elected key decision-makers
after the national elections and there
was a sense of optimism. It was
hearing about this solidarity, spirit
and hope that inspired Arebi to stay
in the country.

It was around this time that she
found out about the Libyan women’s
football team, from a forum on a
website based in Britain. “| first
heard about this group in London.
When | told them | was in Libya they
said, ‘What about the Libyan wom-
en'’s football team that no one has
ever met?’ That sounded interesting,
so | wanted to find them.”

The football squad had been in
existence for almost a decade
without managing to play a single
competitive match. In 2012, the
ladies received the good news that
the Libyan Football Federation would
allow them to play in a tourna-

ment against other Arab nations in
Germany. “They had to battle for a
very long time and it was these new
circumstances that led them to think
things might be different after the
revolution,” says Arebi. “But they
were naive, like | was, that things
would change.

“There was a lot of banter and it was
like hanging out with friends, which
again sounds naive and idealistic,”
she continues. “They were

the best years of
my life, 2011 and
2012. You were
in Libya and all
these writers,
poets,
filmmakers,
people had
fallen out of
the wood-
work and
sud-

denly we were making things and
collaborating. It was a really beautiful
bubble.”
Unfortunately for Arebi and the
squad, there were plenty of
people eager to burst that bubble.
Opposition was set in motion with
some of the population angry that
the girls would be exposing their
legs while playing sport in public,
worried about a domino effect and
the societal change this could lead
to. The protests were especially
vehement online. The great strength
of the documentary is that Arebi
doesn’t polarise the arguments.
Rather than creating a girls against
society polemic in a battle against
the community and religion, Arebi
shows how the girls try to balance
their own religious beliefs, love of
football and respect for the norms of
public life.
She says of the nuanced approach:
“The problem is a cultural one, not a
religious one, and that was import-
ant for me to convey. The girls in the
team are not these exotic Muslim
girls trying to carve spaces for
themselves with these identities, and
they are not defined by their religion.
They are defined by their football.
“I didn’t want to show a simplistic
representation that can be polaris-
ing. It's far more complex. The girls’
responses are more complex, and |
really can’t stand the generational
sensationalising of these sorts of sto-
ries, as it just biases the narrative.”
One of the toughest days of filming
was the day the girls received the
news that they could not play in the
tournament. “That was a hard day
because on one hand you under-
stand the pressure that the federa-
tion is under, and on the other there
is the frustration of the girls, but |
was also frustrated, fired up
and wanting to participate
and speak, but | couldn’t
because | was holding
a camera making a
documentary.”
There is a two-year
jump in the film, but
in reality, Arebi kept
shooting. Some of
the footage will appear
in another documentary,
After the Revolution, which she
describes as “more tragic”, and
which deals with issues away
from the team. In Freedom
Fields, the group dispersed as
the civil war raged, with the
action concentrating on the
stories of Nama, Halima and
Fadwa.
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The Story Behind Banksy

By Will Ellsworth-Jones

When Time magazine selected the British
artist Banksy—graffiti master, painter, activist,
filmmaker and all-purpose provocateur—for its
list of the world’s 100 most influential people
in 2010, he found himself in the company of
Barack Obama, Steve Jobs and Lady Gaga. He

with the guileful documentary Exit
Through the Gift Shop, which was
nominated for an Academy Award.
Pest Control, the tongue-in-cheek-
titled organization set up by the

artist to authenticate the real Banksy
artwork, also protects him from prying

supplied a picture of himself with a paper bag
(recyclable, naturally) over his head. Most

of his fans don't really want to know who

he is (and have loudly protested Fleet Street
attempts to unmask him). But they do want to
follow his upward trajectory from the outlaw
spraying—or, as the argot has it, “bombing”—
walls in Bristol, England, during the 1990s

to the artist whose work com-

mands hundreds
of thousands

of dollars in the
auction houses

of Britain and
America. Today, he
has bombed cities
from Vienna to San
Francisco, Barce-
lona to Paris and
Detroit. And he
has moved from graffiti on
gritty urban walls to paint on canvas,
conceptual sculpture and even film,

/
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outsiders. Hiding behind a paper bag, or,
more commonly, e-mail, Banksy relentlessly
controls his own narrative. His last face-to-face
interview took place in 2003.

While he may shelter behind a concealed iden-
tity, he advocates a direct connection between
an artist and his constituency. “There’s a whole
new audience out there, and it’s never been

easier to sell [one’s
art],”
- Banksy
has
maintained.

“You don’t have to go to
college, drag "round a portfolio,
mail off transparencies to
snooty galleries or sleep

with someone powerful,
all you need now is a few
ideas and a broadband
connection. This is the
first time the essentially
bourgeois world of art

gangsters

\

has belonged to the people. We need

to make it count.”

*¥k

The Barton Hill district of Bristol in

the 1980s was a scary part of town.

ry

strangers. So when Banksy, who came from a
much leafier part of town, decided to go make
his first foray therezhe was nervous. “My
dad was badly beaten
up there as a kid,” he
told fellow graffiti artist
and author Felix Braun.
He was trying out names
at the time, sometimes signing
himself Robin Banx, although this

soon evolved into Banksy. The shortened
moniker may have demonstrated less of the

’u

was more memorable—and easier to
write on a wall.

To read the rest of the article go to:
www.smithsonianmag.com

Very white—probably no more than
== three black families had somehow
e

nded up there—working-class,
n-down and unwelcoming to

robbing banks” cachet, but it

1
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e On his way to be-
coming an inter-
national icon, the
subversive
and secretive street
artist turned the art
world upside-down
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ALL DAY WEDDING PACKAGES
STARTING AT_ _$799.00

456"& 327 LCD TVS WIHT DVD PLAYER. INTERACTIVE FIBER OPTIC LIGHTING

LASER LIGHT SHOW. AM/FM/CD/IPOD SOUND WITH SUB. LARGE BAR WITH ICE BUCKET & GLASSWARE

LIGHTED POST COVERS. DUAL ROOF TOP A/C UNIT.LIMO TINTED WINDOWS & PRIVACY BLINDS
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CHINA'S MIDDLE EAST POLICY
RUNS INTO PROBLEMS

China’s rise to the rank of major world pow-
er has mostly been on its own terms. That is
true considering this rise from an economic
standpoint but it has also been true in the
country’s foreign policy.

In recent years, however, especially in the
Middle East, Beijing’s major source of crude
oil, but also among the Muslim countries of
Asia, China’s discombobulation has shown
up in several incidents. Potentially, the most
serious is the detention of an estimated 1
million Chinese Muslim Uighurs in re-educa-
tion camps in the country’s north-western
province of Xinjiang. That could be a black
swan with serious consequences for China’s
foreign policy.

The wall of Muslim silence is beginning to
crack on the harsh repression of the Ui-
ghurs. Anti-Chinese feelings are rising in
neighbouring Kazakhstan and Tajikistan,
where the forced assimilation of Muslims
across the border feeds feelings of guilt and
helplessness.

Protests have occurred in Bangladesh and
India while critical articles appeared in Pa-
kistani media. As Germany and Sweden
banned the deportation of Uighurs who
have taken refuge there, the Trump admin-
istration is considering Xinjiang-related
sanctions. Senior political figures in
Malaysia have become the first in a
Muslim country to condemn Chi-
na’s policy. That puts pressure on
Turkey (the Uighurs speak a Tur-
kic-related language) and Saudi
Arabia.

China has created its first foreign
military base in Djibouti and its
growing portfolio of Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI) investments speaks
of a growing military presence over-
seas. Chinese leaders might be
comfortable with the idea of ex-
porting their own model of the
surveillance state to other auto-
crats but blowback could come
from unexpected places.

As China builds and manages a
port in Gwadar, Pakistan, it risks
“inadvertently embarking on its
own colonial adventure in Pa-
kistan — the biggest recipient

of its BRI investment and once |
the old East India Company’s
old stamping ground,” said the
Financial Times’ Jamil Anderlini.
He said Pakistan is “virtually a
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Uighurs in front of the Chi-

” China Has Certainly
Changed The World

But Seems To Be Slow
In Understanding That
It Has Also Changed
The World's View Of
China.

client state of China. Many within (Pakistan)
worry openly on its reliance on Beijing,
(which) is already turning it into a client
state... It is easy to envisage a scenario in
which militant attacks on Chinese property
overwhelm the Pakistani military and China
decides to openly deploy the People’s Liber-
ation Army to protect its people and assets.”
China knows that an economically driven
approach is no magic wand. In 2011-12,
China had to rescue 35,000 of its citizens
from Libya and its establishing parallel rela-
tions with the opposition National Council
did not save it being identified with the old
regime. That evacuation was the first of
similar ones in Syria, Iraq and

Yemen. Chinese work-
ers have been

kidnapped in

A supporter of South Sudan

the Muslim Uighur mi- and the
nority protests to denounce \S,\',Tgt
China’s treatment of ethnic worries

nese consulate in
Istanbul, last
July 5

China is that Uighurs and Chechens joined
jihadists in Syria and Libya. China has
certainly changed the world but seems to
be slow in understanding that it has also
changed the world’s view of China.
Not only will it find it increasingly difficult
to remain on the sidelines of the multiple
conflicts that beset the Middle East but
it can only blame itself for the fallout of a
campaign in Xinjiang that challenges the
fundamentals of the Islamic faith itself. This
campaign is very different from past inci-
dents, including Iranian Ayatollah Ruhollah
Khomeini's fatwa against Salman Rushdie’s
novel or the 2006 Muslim boycott of Danish
products because of controversial cartoons
depicting the Prophet Mohammad.
The camps China set up have led, a recent
US congressional report stated, to the “larg-
est mass incarceration of a minority pop-
ulation in the world today.” China’s “strike
hard” campaign is using extrajudicial deten-
tions, surveillance, political indoctrination,
torture and abuse to root out extremist el-
ements, a report in the Guardian, a British
newspaper, stated. As many as 1.1 million
people — about 10% of Xingjian's adult
Muslim population — have been detained
in re-education camps, the NGO Chinese
Human Rights Defenders and Equal Rights
Initiative estimates. A recent Human Rights
Watch reports offers a detailed account of
how internees are mistreated.
How convenient for the Chinese authorities
to present all Uighurs as hard-line support-
ers of al-Qaeda. Chinese policies, which are
deeply racist, are the best way to radicalise
the Uighurs. As much as Chinese authori-
ties protest mounting evidence that sug-
gests its crackdown in Xinjiang is a per-
fect black swan.
As the old Great Game played out in the
19th century in Central Asia between
the Russian and British empires is being
revived, this time with multiple play-
ers, it will be difficult for China
to stay on the sidelines of the
conflicts. China’s harsh repres-
sion of the Uighurs could well
show the limits of the country’s
traditional foreign policy as it
gets entangled in its repres-
sive domestic policy towards
Muslim Turkic people.
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Thedailybeast : Why Vienna Is the Spy Capital of the World

” Most spy activities in the
world famous capital are
legal—and at times can seem
designed to make a quick
getaway.

Cindy Otis

On an airport runway in Vienna on a bright July
day in 2010, the United States and Russia con-
ducted the first major prisoner exchange between
the countries since 1986. The U.S. handed over
10 members of a Russian spy ring who had been
caught working to infiltrate America as “sleeper
agents.” The exchange included Anna Chapman,
who gained notoriety after her arrest not so much
for the quality of her espionage (or lack thereof)
as much as for her flaming red hair. In return, Rus-
sia released four Russian prisoners who had been
jailed because of their contacts with the West.
Chapman notwithstanding, the prisoner exchange
was the not-quite-the- middle-of-a-dark-and-
misty-night handover between armed people in
trench coats we have come to expect from Cold
War epics. But that day, Vienna lived up to its
reputation as the Spy Capital of the World.

Vienna has a long history with spying. Between
World War | and II, Vienna became a European
hub for espionage activities. The Third Reich later
gathered much of its intelligence on southern and
eastern Europe in Vienna. By the time the Cold
War began, Vienna was considered an excellent
place to collect intelligence because of the high
number of refugees living there who were des-
perate to earn a living, even if that meant selling
information to foreign intelligence services. With
that reputation, Vienna served as the setting for
the 1949 Orson Welles spy thriller The Third Man,
one of the most famous pieces of British film noir.
A former chief in the Austrian intelligence service
once told the Telegraph that more than 7,000
spies operated in Vienna, a city of nearly 1.8
million people. It’s “a nice place for spies to live
and bring their families,” he added. Although
there are many reasons to visit Vienna for tourists
and spies alike, Austria’s famous chocolate cake
(sachertorte) and the city’s perfectly preserved

Tonsaco Readlcdl Bt
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Habsburg palaces are not the reason intelligence
services still flock to the city.

Austria has some of the most relaxed laws on
spying of any country in the world and those laws
have not been updated since the Austro-Hungar-
ian empire fell, even with two world wars and

the Cold War since then. In fact, the only spying
activities that are illegal in the country are the
kind that directly target Austria. Vienna also
hosts one of four headquarters of the United
Nations and is home to about 40 other important
international organizations that have delegations
from all over the world, including the Internation-
al Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), the Organization
of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC), and
the Organization for Security and Cooperation in
Europe (OSCE). With approximately 320 bilateral
and multilateral diplomatic representations
operating in Vienna, nearly 4,000 diplomats, and
more than 6,000 international officials, Vienna is
brimming with information foreign intelligence
services want to collect.

But it is in wandering the streets of Vienna

that you really start to see why the
city lives up to its cloak and
dagger history. Vienna’s
famous coffee houses

have played an import-

ant role as meeting
places for writers,
musicians, artists
and philosophers
throughout

history. At Café
Central in the
heart of Vienna,
you can dine on
Apfelstrudel in

the same place
where Leo Trostky
and Sigmund Freud

sat. You can also take advantage of the seemingly
endless coffeehouse chatter to meet your sources
under the radar and to mask any clandestine
conversations you need to have.
Tourists flock to Vienna’s Ring Road (Ringstrale),
a road that replaced the city’s Medieval walls
in the mid-19th century and now circles some
of the city’s most historic sights. Crowds can
be annoying for tourists, but not for anyone
looking to blend in or conduct business without
being noticed; they will be drawn to busy places
like Stephansplatz with St. Stephen’s tower-
ing cathedral and hundreds of stores in the
pedestrian shopping area. The row
of world class art galleries in
the MuseumsQuartier
also draw crowds. If
you think you have
someone following
you and you need
to lose them, the
best place to go
is somewhere
with a crowd.
Vienna is
broken into
23 different
districts,
but the city’s
well-ordered
and reliable public

transportation system makes it easy for tourists
looking to move around. It is also helpful for any-
one looking to make a quick getaway. The street
trams known as the StraBenbahn, the metro sys-
tem called the U-Bahn, and the city buses make

it easy to hop on and off around the city and they
are all largely wheelchair accessible. If you need
to get out of the country, Vienna’s central location
in Europe and the S-Bahn train (Schnellbahn)
make it easy; you can get to Bratislava in one
hour, Budapest in less than three hours, or Prague
or Munich in four.

If you are more inclined to reenact famous spy
movie scenes than do the actual spying, Vienna is
still full of opportunities. You can recreate one of
the most famous scenes from The Third Man by
riding the same exact Ferris wheel shown in the
movie when Orson Welles is confronted about
staging his own death. At 212 feet tall, the Wiener
Risenrad in Prater amusement park in Vienna’s
Leopoldstadt district remains one of the oldest
and tallest Ferris wheels still in use in the world.
The Vienna State Opera house was the setting for
one of the best fight scenes in Mission Impos-
sible: Rogue Nation. The opera house opened

in 1869 and is home to one of the most world
renowned opera companies. Visitors can take a
backstage tour of the magnificent building and, as
one of the busiest opera houses in the world, can
easily catch a performance. While you might even
be lucky enough to watch the same show playing
during Cruise’s fight scene, Turandot, opera house
staff are likely to frown upon attempts to reenact
the scene by climbing into the rafters or sparring
on top of moving lighting above the stage
mid-performance.

Whether you are coming to Vienna as a tourist or
a spy, don’t forget to pack your trench coat.
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Why the Media Is Pro-lIsrael

BY GREG SHUPAK

An accurate telling of the Israel-Palestine conflict would tell of Israel violently colonizing Palestine with US sup-

port. Instead, media outlets present fables in which both sides are equally to blame.

To understand why Western news outlets proffer narratives about Palestine-Israel that favor Israel, it is necessary
to consider these media outlets’ political function. Joseph Uscinski explains that, “There is no doubt that systemic
economic forces such as the need to sell advertising space and manage expenditures, determine the actions of

news firms.”

Multiple studies demonstrate that the commercial orien-
tation of news media shapes its content. An early 1990s
academic survey of editors at daily newspapers finds
that just under 90 percent reported that advertisers
attempted to influence the content of stories appearing
in their papers and 90 percent of them had advertisers
apply economic pressure to them because of their
reporting; 37 percent admit to capitulating to advertiser
pressure.

Another academic survey of daily newspapers, this

one published in 2007, finds that there are “frequent
conflicts between the business side and the journalism
side of newspaper operations” and that “advertising
directors are willing to appease their advertisers, and
are also willing to positively respond to advertisers’
requests.” The survey suggests that this problem is
particularly acute at chain-owned newspapers, which
are especially prone to compromising editorial integrity
to either please their advertisers or keep from offending
them. A similar problem exists in television, where polls
of network news correspondents say that nearly one-
third feel directly pressured to report certain stories and
not others because of owners’ or advertisers’ financial
concerns.

When coverage of Palestine-Israel is viewed in the
context of commercial media, it is no surprise that
narratives about the issue that are favorable to Israel are
as prevalent as they are.

The outlets covering Palestine-Israel are embedded in a
system of global imperialist capitalism built around US
hegemony, of which Israel is an important feature. The
overall functioning of the international capitalist system
of which the commercial media are a part is guaranteed
by the US military and, as | show in chapter two of my
book, American sponsorship of Israeli settler-colonial
capitalism is a key part of US planners’ strategy for dom-
inance of the Middle East. The millionaire and billionaire
owners of media outlets and of the advertisers that fund
them are unambiguously part of the ruling class.

The same is true, at least in the case of major national or
international news organizations, of editors and often,
as Faiza Hirji points out, journalists themselves, who
“belong to a societal elite” and “contribute, however,
unconsciously to reinforcing existing notions about
the way the world is.” One could add that such
ideological administration also involves shaping
beliefs about how the world should be and is
capable of being. The stories of Palestine-Israel
examined in my book suggest that elites
involved in the news-making process
believe that the violent oppression

of Palestinians and the permanent
consigning of them to the status of ref-
ugees and stateless persons is no great
injustice, and that American stewardship
of the Middle East is necessary and
desirable.

The Palestine-Israel narratives
discussed throughout my book are

1
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case studies in the harmful effects of the capitalist char-
acter of news media. Uscinski describes the commercial
orientation of news media as a “market failure” with a
significant “negative externalit[y].” “Low-quality news,”
he writes, “provides a low-quality information environ-
ment for democratic decision-making.”

The three widespread narratives about Palestine-Israel
discussed throughout my book are, as | have shown,
highly misleading. An accurate rendering of the story
would tell of Israel violently colonizing Palestine, with
vital US support, and functioning as a garrison for US-
led imperialist capitalism. Instead news media outlets
present fables in which both Israelis and Palestinians
have subjected each other to comparable wrongs and
are blameworthy to a similar extent for the unresolved
status of Palestine. Readers are also offered disorient-
ing accounts saying the problem is that extremists are
driving events in Palestine-Israel rather than moderates.
Equally unhelpful are the tales the news tells about
Israel’s supposed “right to defend itself.”

Providing the public with such “low-quality information”
about the issue distorts “democratic decision-mak-

ing” by decreasing the likelihood of portions of the
populations of America and other Western countries
substantial enough to compel policy changes coming

to recognize that their governments’ support for Israeli
settler-colonial capitalism has devastating consequences
for the Palestinians and proliferates war in the Middle
East.

The social role of commercially oriented media, by which
| mean news organizations that exist to make a profit
and even those that do not but seek advertising reve-
nue, is to advance ruling class interests. The Western
media is managed by the Western ruling class and tells
stories that steer the public toward attitudes favorable
to that ruling class. As Hirji explains, “If there is a
dominant narrative about a particular story or
group, that narrative is likely informed by
power relations: who has it, who does
not have it, who wants to keep
the status quo.” Such dominant
narratives include
perspectives on

tine-Israel amenable
to a situation wherein
the US ensures that Israel
remains the dominant military
power in the region because that
benefits US political and economic
objectives.
Stories hospitable to the ruling
class proliferate in a media
climate characterized by
a “commercial system ...
[that] favors content
that serves commercial
interests. Markets
favor speech that

favors markets.” As Entman argues, moreover, framing
“plays a major role in the exertion of political power,
and the frame in a news text is really the imprint of
power — it registers the identity of actors or interests
that competed to dominate the text.” The way in which
an issue is framed and the stories that arise from that
framing have to be considered in the context of elite
ownership over Western media. That the Western
ruling class controls the media and is deeply invested in
Israeli settler-colonial capitalism but has no comparable
interests in Palestinian liberation is crucial to grasping
why Western news outlets circulate narratives favorable
to Israel.
The people in charge of these outlets do not necessarily
hatch conscious plots to trick the population into
believing misleading tales about Palestine-Israel. The in-
stitutional orientation of news organizations steers them
toward consistently framing issues in ways beneficial
to the class to which they belong whether the topic is
Palestine-Israel or any number of other subjects.
For the question of Palestine to be resolved, the
Western ruling class will have to be prevented from
backing Israel as a means of dominating the Middle East.
Because of Western military, financial, and political sup-
port for Israel, public opinion in Western societies has a
role to play in bringing a just, de-colonial peace across
historic Palestine. Western states will not undertake
the massive policy shifts necessary for that to happen
unless mass pressure compels them to do so. Yet the
structure of Western news media suggests it is unlikely
to begin telling stories about Palestine-Israel that are
less weighted in Israel’s favor, which means that
this formidable barrier to building the popular
sentiments necessary to stop Western
imperialism will remain in place
for the foreseeable future.
The task of bringing
about the neces-
sary shifts in
conscious-
ness there-
fore falls to
independent
news outlets and
publishers as well
as the activists work-
Y ing within and beyond
~ them on campuses, in
workplaces, in religious
communities, and on the streets. This work is prolifer-
ating and the gains that the BDS movement has won in
each of these realms attest to that. Such achievements
demonstrate that getting the public in Western coun-
tries to understand that the ruling class under which
we live has been a key player in doing grave injustice to
Palestinians, and that this is one key component in a sys-
tem of global inequalities this class oversees, is a major
challenge — but not an insurmountable one.
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Forbes : The U.S.-China Trade War And Global
Economic Dominance

Yuwa Hedrick-Wong

Why is U.S. President Donald Trump willing to
negotiate and compromise with Mexico and the EU
on trade, and not China? The answer, in short, is

that Trump's dispute with China is more than just
America’s trade deficit. It is a head-to-head struggle
between an incumbent superpower and a rising chal-
lenger, fueled by a deep conviction among the White
House’s economic policy team that America’s problem
with China is not just the trade deficit, but China’s
very economic structure itself, which disadvantages
foreigners not only in trade, but also in investing and
operating in China, and distorting business competi-
tion in favor of Chinese companies.

In Trump’s crosshairs is the Made in China 2025
initiative, announced in 2015 aiming to upgrade
comprehensively within a decade China’s industrial
production, especially in manufacturing, to be among
the best in the world. It is therefore being seen in-
creasingly in the U.S. as a direct challenge to its global
economic dominance. In fact, the Council on Foreign
Relations, a U.S. policy think tank, stated in 2018 that
“[Made in China 2025] is a real existential threat to
U.S. technological leadership.”

China is indeed snapping at the heels of the U.S. in
closing the technology gap. According to the UNIDO
Competitive Industrial Performance Database, the
share of exports that can be considered medium/high
tech in 2016 is 63% for the U.S. and 58% for China.
This is getting uncomfortably close for the U.S. China
clearly has come a long way from the days of export-
ing low-tech, labor-intensive exports like garments
and shoes.

Consequently, Trump'’s trade war with China is

really about blocking, or at least slowing down,
China’s technology upgrade and its expanding global

k k-
o t IllIIIII IIIII

economic influence. Chinese investment in the tech
sector in the U.S. has come under tougher scrutiny,
and American government agencies are put on high
alert against Chinese efforts in industrial espionage.
The clause of protecting national security in the U.S.
Trade Act of 1974 is increasingly invoked to impose
new tariffs on Chinese imports and to curtail China’s
business mergers and acquisitions in the U.S.
However, the tactics with which the Trump trade war
is being fought to block China’s technological advanc-
es will fail. Trump and his economic advisers are stuck
in the old paradigm of industrial production where
trade and industry secrets are recorded in design blue
prints, instructions and protocols that are locked up
in a safe. In today’s modern economic production,
the more complicated and high value-added the task,
the more important is tacit knowledge, or knowhow,
which resides only in people’s brains, especially

in knowledge and capital intensive industries like
banking and finance, biotechnology, aerospace,
nanotechnology and artificial intelligence.

Knowhow is everything that we need to know but find
hard to explain. Skiing is a knowhow. We learn how
to ski by skiing with good skiers, not by studying the
physics of skiing. The only way to acquire knowhow is
to have the opportunity of working alongside people
who already have such knowhow. In this connection,
as Trump’s trade war makes it increasingly difficult
for American businesses to export to China, they will
need to move more of their operations to China to
produce locally in order to sell their goods and ser-
vices in one of the fastest growing consumer markets
in the world. And that means more American brains
with high grade technical and management knowhow
will be spending more time in China, offering more
opportunities for their Chinese colleagues and
employees to work alongside them to acquire their
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knowhow.

In 2017, the value of products that American compa-
nies made and sold in China was estimated at $250
billion, about double that of U.S. exports to China,
according to the IMF Direction of Trade Statistics
This is a consumer market that is growing at 14% a
year, about four times faster than the U.S. In the next
few years, it is set to bypass the U.S. to become the
world’s largest consumer market. This is not a market
that global companies can ignore. If the only way to
sell more in this market is to move more production
there because of Trump’s trade war, that’s what
global companies will do. And that in turn means
creating a great deal more opportunities for China to
acquire valuable American knowhow that is critical to
upgrading China’s technology, helping Made in China
2025 to succeed.

The only way for President Trump to stop China from
acquiring American technological knowhow is to bar
all Americans traveling to and working in China. This
is not going to happen. His trade war is making it
more necessary for more American brains with the
knowhow that China needs to spend time in China.
We are conditioned to think only that leadership is
critical for countries to rise and succeed. The fact of
the matter is that leadership is equally important for
countries to fail and decline. President Trump will

be seen in history as a pivotal leader that seriously
undermined America in its struggle against China for
global economic dominance.

I'am currently Global Chief Economist and Chair of
the Academic Advisory Council at Mastercard Inc.

In 2019, I will also join the Lee Kuan Yew School of
Public Policy at the National University of Singapore
as Senior Fellow. | was the HSBC Visiting Professor of
Internat...
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Jackie Turner

You probably take bananas for granted. In the United Kingdom, one in four pieces of fruit consumed is a banana and, on average, each Briton
eats 10 kg of bananas per year; in the United States, that’s 12 kg, or up to 100 bananas. When | ask people, most seem to think bananas

Bananas have died out once
Before - Don’t Let It Happen Again

grow on trees. But they don't, in either the literal or the figurative sense: in fact, they’re in danger of extinction.

| knew almost nothing about bananas when I landed in Costa Rica in 2011. | was a young scientist from the University of Michigan on a scholarship to
study abroad, with fantasies of trapping and identifying tropical fish in pristine rainforest streams. But the institute | was enrolled at brought us to a

banana plantation, and from the moment | set foot on the dense, dark clay beneath that endless green canopy, my fish fantasy evaporated. | became L . 4 ' S
fascinated by the fruit | found growing on large, towering herbs, lined up in rows in their tens of thousands.

; 4 &

Bananas are one of the oldest known
cultivated plants, but were first grown
in the United States in the 1880s,

by entrepreneurs involved in early
plantations in Jamaica. This new fruit
was odd-looking, originally with seeds,
and would grow only in very particular
tropical climates. For years, the fruit
was an unreliable product due to its
short ripening period; storms at sea or
delayed trains meant that these early
banana salesmen would often open
shipping crates full of rotten, unsellable
fruit. But as advances in transportation
and refrigeration shortened the time it
took to bring bananas to market, they
rose in popularity, cleverly marketed as
a grocery staple, a fruit for the whole
family.

However, the banana that people ate
in the early 20th century was not the
one we know today. There are hun-
dreds of edible banana varieties, but to
standardise production, banana com-
panies selected a single type to grow:
the Gros Michel, a large, flavourful
banana. Gros Michel did well up until
the 1950s. But then a fungus known
as Fusarium wilt, or Panama disease,
rapidly infected entire plantations, and
caused a global collapse in the banana
trade. The industry quickly found a
replacement, a banana resistant to
Panama disease, called the Cavendish.
But while these new bananas were
filling a growing Western appetite,
Cavendish suffered from the same
flaw that brought down Gros Michel:
monoculture.

When a population lacks genetic
diversity, its members have a height-
ened risk of succumbing to disease.
Genetic mutation and variation allow

7030 - Lssboad) diadl - 22018 5353
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some individuals the opportunity to
develop immunity to pests or diseases.
With bananas, that is basically im-
possible, because there is no genetic
difference between them. Plantation
bananas are sterile and produced via
cloning; baby banana plants sprout
from the base of adult banana plants,
identicals in miniature of the adjacent
giants they will soon become.

Staking the fate of a fruit on monocul-
ture is dangerous in the extreme. It’s
only a matter of time before some bug
or fungus strikes, and many experts
believe that strike is coming very soon.
Already, plantations in Asia, Africa and
elsewhere have been wiped out by a
new strain of Panama known as Trop-
ical Race 4. The disease is highly con-
tagious, and earlier this year, further
cases of TR4 were confirmed in Austra-
lia. Ecuador and Costa Rica, the largest
banana exporters in the world,

are one contaminated boot

away from an epidemic. And

unlike in the 1950s, there \

is no successor, no banana
variety that lives up to the
taste, transport-

ability and ability

to

grow in monoculture. With no vari-
ety to take its place, the banana as
we know it could be commercially
defunct.
Perhaps most terrifyingly, this problem
isn’t limited to bananas. The same
way bananas are facing an epidemic,
so is agriculture at large. Our focus on
growing food in homogeneous blocks
of land, as if they were giant outdoor
manufacturing plants, is a natural
process with nature taken out of the
equation. And while there are many
who believe in the power of technol-
ogy to help put food on our tables, it
is perhaps far past time we started to
question the assumption that this is
the only way to feed the world.
It would be nice to think that the large
corporations who own the plantations
producing bananas are looking into
new systems and considering inter-
cropping, organic methods or agro-
forestry — but they aren’t.
The same economies of
scale that promoted
monoculture fit
hand-in-glove
with exploit-
ed labouir,

. environ-

1 i g-_-_,/j ." B /

mental degradation, and excessive
amounts of pesticides. At the planta-
tion in Costa Rica, | often asked work-
ers about their families, and several
of the men gave a heavy sigh, saying
that they had no children. It was only
later that | discovered many chemicals
historically used in the banana industry
are believed to cause sterility in men
(indisputable connections between ill-
ness and chemical spraying are difficult
to prove statistically). | never once saw
a worker carrying a sprayer backpack
with anything more than a handker-
chief over his mouth.
For the consumer, a banana might
cost only a few cents or pence, but the
full cost of that perfect yellow fruit is
extracted elsewhere — from workers,
from the environment, and from the
future stability of our agriculture.
Instead, we might consider banana
producers all over the world who are
growing alternative (and delicious)
varieties, and producing dried bananas,
banana puree, and banana vinegar.
Many of these smaller producers are
growing in sustainable ways, paying
fair wages and protecting their en-
vironment by using few or no agro-
chemicals. Their biggest barrier to the
market is that they cannot compete
with giants such as the Swiss-owned
Chiquita and the US-owned Dole.
If consumers adjust expectations
and demand different banana
products and varieties, this could
prompt better agricultural practic-
es across the industry as a whole,
and create a more secure food
future. As things stand, it is time
to admit we don’t pay enough for
bananas.
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The European Parliament has passed a
resolution calling for an international
ban on so-called killer robots.
It aims to pre-empt the development
and use of autonomous weapon
systems that can kill without human
intervention.
Last month, talks at the UN failed to
reach consensus on the issue, with
some countries saying the benefits
of autonomous weapons should be
explored. )
g And some MEPs
were concerned
legislation
could limit
scientific
progress of
artificial intelli-
gence.
While oth-

ers said
\ it

erjrobotsfarelnotisci
Gﬁmoﬂ}fzy obably,won;tilookilikelthis;

could become a security issue if some
countries allowed such weapons while
others did not.

“I' know this might look like a debate
about some distant future or about
science fiction. It’s not,” said Federica
Mogherini, the EU chief of foreign and
security policy during the debate at
the European Parliament.

‘Arms race’

“Autonomous weapons systems must
be banned internationally,” said Bodil
Valero, security policy spokeswoman
for the EU Parliament’s Greens/EFA
Group.

“The power to decide over life and
death should never be taken out of
human hands and given to machines.”
The resolution comes ahead of negoti-
ations scheduled at the United Nations
in November, where it is hoped an
agreement on an international ban can
be reached.

In August, experts from a range of
countries met at the UN headquarters

CAMPAIGN TOST@

KILLER ROB 0

EI]E@[M ER

in Geneva to discuss ways to define
and deal with computer-controlled
weapons.

“From artificially intelligent drones to
automated guns that can choose their
own targets, technological advances in
weaponry are far outpacing inter-
national law,” Rasha Abdul Rahim, a
researcher on artificial intelligence,

at Amnesty International, said at the
time.

“It’s not too late to change course. A
ban on fully autonomous weapons
systems could prevent some truly dys-
topian scenarios, like a new high-tech
arms race between world superpowers
which would cause autonomous weap-
ons to proliferate widely,” he added.
But some countries - including Israel,
Russia, South Korea and the US -
opposed new measures at the August
meeting, saying that they wanted to
explore potential “advantages” from
autonomous weapons systems.

p———
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72 Hours Of Gentlemanly Pursuits With
The Vacheron Constantin Fiftysix

The FIFTYSIX collection models itself off the
Swiss watchmaker’s reference 6073 with a host
of design elements that pay homage to the
original timepiece. Most importantly though,
Vacheron Constantin are making these new
pieces more accessible to the everyday wearer
with its retro-contemporary style that evokes
both elegance and masculinity.

To appeal to a new generation without
compromising its rich heritage,

three models in pink gold and

steel variants were developed

for the FIFTYSIX collection.

Each one features its own

distinct appearance and

functionality to suit an

array of tastes.

Exploring London’s Rarest

WWW.ARABAMERICANTODAY.NET

Beauties On Four Wheels
Rover, MG, Aston Martin and Jaguar just to
name a few. We explored London’s landmarks
in some of the rarest and weirdest cars Great
Britain has ever made. Why? The Vache-
ron Constantin FiftySix embodies the
ethos of ‘One Of Not Many’. Rare and
precious objects like these cars are

collected but also enjoyed.

To read the rest of the
article go to :www.
dmarge.com
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Study Shows ‘Fda Approved’ Sports
Drinks Are Really Not Good For You

around 200 milligrams).
The experiment was conducted by modifying bioluminescent bacteria,
which glow when they detect toxicants and act as a microscopic
‘canary in the coal mine’. When exposed to artificial sweeteners like
Aspartame, they duly lit up. In ‘light’ of this, professor Ariel Kush-
maro, John A. Ungar Chair in Biotechnology in the Avram and
Stella Goldstein-Goren Department of Biotechnology r
Engineering, concluded, “This is... evidence f
that consumption of artificial sweeten-
ers adversely affects gut microbial
activity which can cause a wide
range of health issues.” ¥ .

Artificial sweeteners are not just a cruel way to insult to your barista:
they are also a great way to poison yourself. Despite their cute names
like “Sacharine” and “Aspartame”, a recent study has shown FDA
approved artificial sweeteners and sport supplements are toxic to your
digestive gut-microbiomes.

The investigation measured the toxicity of six artificial sweet-

eners (aspartame, sucralose, saccharine, neotame,
advantame, and acesulfame potassium-k) and 10
sport supplements containing these artificial
sweeteners. The bacteria found in the
digestive system became toxic when
exposed to concentrations of only one
mg./ml. of the artificial sweeten-

ers, making the current approved
“acceptable daily intake” of artificial
sweeteners—which (for the average
adult), is 3,409 milligrams a day—
look quite bizarre (for perspective,

a 12-ounce can of diet soda contains

To read the rest of the
article go to :www.
dmarge.com
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Washingtonpos : How prepared is the world for the next
epidemic? This tool shows most countries are not.

By Lena H. Sun

Public health officials and business leaders like
Bill Gates have long warned that the world is not
ready for the next pandemic.

Now an initiative led by Tom Frieden, former
director of the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, has developed a tool that spotlights

Preventepidemics.org Is The
First Website That Gives A
Score To Each Country Based

On Their Ability To Find, Stop
And Prevent Epidemics. (Pre-
ventepidemics.org)

gaps in preparedness, and actions that countries
and organizations can take to close them. The
new website, PreventEpidemics.org, gives

an individual score to each country and uses
color codes to rank the world by five levels of
preparedness.

“What this does, it tells you where the gaps

are and what needs to be done,” said Frieden,
chief executive of Resolve to Save Lives, part of
Vital Strategies, a New York-based public health
nonprofit organization.

Infectious diseases can spread from one village
to any country in the world in about 36 hours.
On average, there are 100 outbreaks a day

around the world. But the website shows that
most countries have not yet taken the steps
needed to prepare for this risk.

Gaps include a lack of monitoring systems that
can spot unusual health reports from local
clinics, or insufficient trained disease detectives
who can rapidly deploy when a new health
threat is reported.

The score, from 0 to 100, is based on existing
data from evaluations of epidemic preparedness
developed by the World Health Organization
after the 2014 Ebola epidemic. Those evalua-
tions have been going on since 2016, but the
data contained in them, while public, is difficult
to find.

Independent and regular monitoring and
tracking for epidemic and pandemic risk is key
to keeping biological threats on the agenda of
global political leaders, experts say.

Tom Inglesby, director of the Johns Hopkins
Center for Health Security, said the tool “shines
a more clear light” on the results of those
evaluations in a way that can “help sustain the

Epitensics
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attention of political leaders and donors.” The
identified gaps will be easy for donors to under-
stand and to address, he said.

Global health officials say it’s more important
than ever for disease outbreaks to be stopped
at their source before they become full-blown
epidemics. In the United States, many experts
are worried about the Trump administration’s
commitment to maintaining strong levels of
funding for CDC’s efforts to fight infectious dis-
ease threats as part of its global health security
initiative.

Only 430 million people, or 6 percent of the
world’s population, live in the countries that
are considered better prepared to prevent epi-
demics, according to their scores. (They include
Australia, Belgium, Finland, Oman, South Korea,
Slovenia, the United Arab Emirates and the
United States.) While those countries, highlight-
ed in green, have scores above 80, not a single
country has completed all the steps that are rec-
ommended, including making a plan to address
gaps in funding and implementing the plan.

But more than 60 percent of countries, repre-
senting nearly 5 billion people, have not volun-
teered to conduct these epidemic preparedness
evaluations, including most of Europe, Russia,
China, India and virtually all of South America.
Of all continents, Africa leads the world in terms
of the number of countries that have completed
these evaluations. But most of those countries,
highlighted in red and yellow on the PreventEp-
idemics website, are not ready (red), or have
work to do (yellow), to prepare for the next
epidemic. Light gray means an evaluation is in
progress, with no data available; and dark gray
is unknown.

By the end of the year, 100 countries will have
gone through this rigorous evaluation, which |
Frieden said is a real accomplishment and indi- |
cates the commitment of countries to improve.
“Progress assessing those gaps has been |
excellent,” he said. “Progress fixing them, not

so good.”

The website is being presented Friday at the
annual Aspen Ideas Spotlight Health Festival.
Nigeria, which has been battling outbreaks of
yellow fever, monkey pox and Lassa virus, which
can cause a lethal hemorrhagic fever resembling
Ebola, is one of the countries identified by Pre-
ventEpidemics as not ready. Frieden’s group is
helping Nigeria improve its disease surveillance
by providing laptops and staff to the health min-
istry so its detection team gets better data.
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9 Ways to Cope When Kids Get Choosy

I By Jenna Helwig

Between the ages of 2 and 3 my excellent eater started to get pickier. The baby who once vacuumed up broccoli
turned into a toddler who suddenly turned up her nose at anything green.

Sound familiar?

Rest assured, this is completely normal, and chances are
it's also temporary. Here are a few tips for coping with
this stressful time from my new cookbook Real Baby
Food: Easy, All-Natural Meals for Your Baby and Toddler.
First, why does this pickiness rear its ugly head at
all? Around this age children are growing less
quickly so their bodies don’t need as much
energy, and they are naturally less hungry.
Second, also around this time many
children develop neophobia, or a fear

of new foods. Scientists tell us this is a
legacy of our caveman days when tots
that ran around trying any green leaf
under the sun were at risk for poisoning.
So, take comfort in the fact that this is

a normal stage. Most kids become more
adventurous again around age 4 or 5.

In the meantime follow these Do’s and Don’ts to

make mealtime as painless as possible:

Do Eat Together: Serve yourself and your child the same
meal. Let him see you enjoying all the healthy foods on
your plate.

Don’t Force: Never pressure your child to try something
or clear her plate or punish her if she doesn’t. This will

Nine
ways to help
ease the stress of
picky eating from
the cookbook
Real Baby
Food.

only make mealtime more fraught and
what should be a pleasant activity a battle.
When your child is a little older you can consider
making a family-wide “one polite bite” guideline, but
not at this stage and only then if you are prepared to
back off and carry on with the meal if your child refuses.
Mealtime should never develop into a stand-off at the
Toddler Corral.
To read the rest of the article go to: www.parents.com
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How To Prevent Your Man's
Close Working Relationship
With His Female Colleague From
Destroying Your Marriage

When her husband started getting work-related phone
calls on weekends from a female colleague, Tanya*
didn’t know what to think. “He wasn’t cheating on
me, but this woman would ask to meet my hubby at
cafes in town to discuss work, and usually on Saturday
afternoons, which | found odd,” shares the 38-year-old
marketing executive and mum of two.

“When | found out that they lunched together on
weekdays too, without their other co-workers, | hit the
roof. My husband called me paranoid and we didn’t
talk for days. Even though he insisted that he and Me-
lissa* were just colleagues, a part of me felt uneasy,
and our relationship is suffering now because of her.
“Every time he asks me to do something for him, I'll
say ‘Ask your office wife to do it’. | hate being angry
with him, but their closeness makes me feel uncom-
fortable and insecure,” adds Tanya.

Does your hubby have an “office wife”?

Many of us have someone in the office that we're
close to, someone who makes us look forward to
being at work all day. We may share office or personal
gossip with this person, have lunch with her, and even
consider her a good friend to the point where we
socialise or travel with her.

Now, imagine if that colleague was of the opposite sex.
Ad agency creative director Mark* has an office wife,
Donna*. The two are inseparable but Mark says that
his “real” wife understands their relationship.

“She trusts me and knows that Donna and | just
colleagues,” says the 40-year-old. “In our industry, it’s
not uncommon to work late into the night with your
team, and to attend events, take overseas trips, or go
for drinks with them.

“Donna is my deputy, so we have no choice but to

do these things together. We have a tight bond; we
share our personal problems with each other, and |
must admit that she makes my job more fun, but we
both know there’s a line that must never be crossed.

| would never do anything to jeopardise my career or
my marriage.”

Donna, who is 32 and single, claims her relationship
with Mark is strictly professional. “I respect him and
his wife, whom I’'ve never met but heard a lot about,”
she explains. “Yes, we're super-close, we share the
same sense of humour and have common interests,
but at the end of the day, we just work together.”

To read the rest of the article go to: www.herworld.com
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Does Having Acne Impact Your Job Prospects?

The Answer Might Surprise You
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by KELSEY CASTANON

Much to the dismay of anyone with
atychiphobia, the truth about job
hunting remains: in interviews, like in
life, there are only so many things you
can control. Even when you've fine-
tuned your résumé, researched the
company, and concocted a decidedly
thoughtful response to the wild card
“What kind of animal would you be?”
question, sometimes there are other,
far less obvious factors playing into
your odds of getting hired — like the
condition of your skin.

It isn’t always conscious, but for some
interviewers, the bias is real. Studies
have shown that people with facial
acne are discriminated against in the
job market, with one survey revealing
that 78 percent of respondents
thought people with blemishes or
acne scars were less likely to be hired
based on their appearance.

“We live in a society that socializes us
to have certain stereotypes that might
exist outside of our conscious aware-
ness,” said Alison Green, an ex-hiring
manager and columnist for the
popular career blog Ask a Manager.
“These biases can be about race,
gender, age, religion, disability,
socioeconomic class, physical
attractiveness — all sorts of
things.”

From a legal standpoint,

no federal law has
been passed to protect

people based on their appearances,
at least not without the evidence of
a disability. But that last part — a
bias based on someone’s physical
attractiveness — has been widely
researched.
“Whether consciously or unconscious-
ly, we assume that attractiveness is
associated with competence, even
though we know that it’s not true,”
said Matthew Traube, MFT, a psycho-
therapist who specializes in the psy-
chological impact of skin conditions. “I
have had clients tell me that they felt
that they would have gotten a job if
they did not have acne.”
In some cases, this bias can vary de-
pending on the actual open position;
Green notes that more managers will
put weight on a candidate’s appear-
ance if the job is a client-facing one.
“They’ll often frame it as looking for
candidates who are ‘well-groomed
and polished,’ but in practice that’s
sometimes more about a particular
physical look than it is about polish,”
she said. “And to be clear, employers
should recognize that you
can have acne and still
L be well-groomed and
.. polished.”

To read the rest of
the article go to:
WWW.popsugar.
com
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Special Wedding Celebrations: Business Functions:

Engagement Parties Meetings
Bridal Showers Conferences and Seminars

Rehearsal Dinners Sales / Staff Training
Ceremony and Wedding Receptions Presentations / Corp. Reception

Social & Special Themed Events:
Fundraisers
School /| Community Functions

Receptions 7258 Chase Road
Reunions Dearborn, M| 48126

oo (313) 584-1234
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fggipmple hacks that will make your lodgings look luxurious

Rin Hamburgh

If there’s one things we love, it's a good hack, right? Those simple little tips that,
once you hear them, will make you think: “Of course, why didn’t | come up with
that?” The beauty of these tricks lies in their simplicity. They aren't difficult

to achieve, but they will make a huge difference to your home —and your life.
Here are some of the best we've found that you can use for your abode. You're
welcome.

Decorative hacks

Create wallpaper art

A simple and budget-friendly way to create wall art is to use spare wallpaper
that you may have left over and just frame it. This is particularly effective where
you have a feature wall - use a clipping of the paper from that wall, frame and
hang it on an opposite plain wall to create a look that ties in perfectly.
Repurpose necklaces as curtain ties

If you're not a fan of the traditional rope-style curtain tie-backs and want to
create something with a bit more personality, why not use a necklace? You can
either repurpose some of your own or root around your favourite vintage shop
for something quirky. Don’t worry about finding two of the same — mismatches
will just add to the eclectic feel.

Decant bathroom essentials

When you've spent ages putting together a beautiful bathroom, the last thing
you want is a bunch of garishly coloured plastic bottles of products cluttering up
your surfaces. Buy pretty glass bottles instead, and empty your shampoos and
other essentials into them so they look more decorative.

Use magazines as placemats

Want to jazz up your dinner table but bored of your regular placemats? Use
magazines instead. They do the job perfectly, plus they'll keep your guests
entertained while you're in the kitchen putting the finishing touches to meals.

Make sure to pick up titles you know your guests will enjoy —they'll appreciate
the personal touch.

Create temporary art displays

If you've got a lot of artwork that you want to display, but don’t have quite
enough space on your walls, buy yourself an art shelf. That way, you can layer
up your current favourites without making endless holes in the wall and switch
them out any time you like.

Disguise the TV

A wall-mounted television can end up dominating a room, but there’s a simple
way to trick the eye into not seeing it. Place a picture frame around the TV
screen and then hang actual artwork or even framed photographs above, beside
and below the framed TV to make it look like part of a grouping.

Practical tricks

Light up your cupboards

It can get frustrating when you can’t quite see into the back of a cupboard.
Things can get jumbled and you risk buying replacements of items you think you
don’t have, but are actually just hidden in the shadows. One easy solution

is to stick small battery-operated motion-sensing lights inside your
cuphoards to ensure all the nooks are clearly visible.
Organise your wardrobe

Another way to make sure you can always find what you're
looking for is to paint your clothes hangers in different co-

Whether you
want to spruce up
your decor without
spending too much or
save much-needed
space,we offer some
DIY tricks

lours. Then simply group together items in a way that suits you — perhaps shirts
on blue hangers, eveningwear on black and trousers on yellow. Or hang winter
clothes on white and summer garments can go on red.
Hang pictures perfectly
If you're trying to create an artfully arranged group of prints or photographs,
you'll need to create some sort of layout to see how things look before you start
punching holes in your wall. Use contact paper cut to the size of your various
frames. Stick them on the wall, moving them around until you're happy, then
use them as a guide for your drilling.
Natural insect repellent
If you're not into repellent and don’t fancy shelling out for endless citronella
candles, your best bet for getting rid of unwanted midges is to buy a naturally
insect-repelling plant. Basil, lemon balm and lavender are all good options, and
they look pretty, too.
Create a curtain rod canopy
Have you always wanted a four-poster bed, but couldn’t quite justify the
expense? Create your own budget-friendly version by attaching curtain
rods to the ceiling in a rectangular shape, then hang light voile
curtains to create a luxurious canopy.
Space-savers
Use paint to raise your ceilings

Designers have all sorts of tricks that are easy to apply

once when you know them. This includes making ceilings

look higher by painting your walls only three quarters

of the way up, then painting the top quarter in the same

colour as the ceiling.

To read the rest of the article go to: www.thenational.ae
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How to Cook Pump-
kin in a Microwave
BY KAREN CURLEY

Pumpkin has only 41 calories per 1/2-cup serving
and is jam-packed with vitamin A, containing

336 percent of the daily recommended dietary
allowance for women and 269 percent for men.
Pumpkin also supplies vitamin C, iron, potassium,
magnesium and folic acid. Microwaving pumpkin
saves time and preserves nutritional benefits
because when you use the microwave, you don't
need to cook the pumpkin in water, which takes
away some nutritional value.

Choosing the Right Pumpkin for Microwaving

Choose a pumpkin that has no blemishes or soft
spots. The shell should feel firm and the pumpkin
should have a 1- to 2-inch stem. The stem is an in-
dication that the pumpkin is fresh. When you pick _
up the pumpkin, it should feel solid and heavy,
rather than spongy. Also, choose a pumpkin that
has uniform coloring. If your pumpkin recipe calls
for 4 cups of cooked pumpkin, you will need about
a 5-pound pumpkin or two smaller pumpkins that
equal 5 pounds.

Preparing a Large Pumpkin

It takes little time to prepare your pumpkin for
microwaving. Simply cut a large, unpeeled pump-
kin into quarters and cover the exposed pumpkin
flesh with waxed paper or parchment paper. Place
the four pumpkin pieces, skin side down, onto a
paper towel and microwave on high for approxi-
mately 5 minutes per pound. Rearrange the pieces
every 2 minutes, so the pumpkin cooks evenly
without any raw areas. Cooking times can vary,
depending on the wattage of your microwave.

Preparing a Small Pumpkin

If you have a small, round pumpkin, just prick the
pumpkin shell in several spots using a fork. The
small holes let the steam escape from inside the
pumpkin. Set the microwave on high and cook
the pumpkin for about 20 minutes. Rotate the
pumpkin every few minutes for even cooking.
After cooking the pumpkin, let it sit for 5 minutes,
and then cut it in half and remove the seeds. Next,
spoon out the cooked pumpkin and use it in your
pumpkin recipe.

More Than Pumpkin Pie

Pumpkin pie is one of the traditional ways to
include pumpkin in your diet, but there are many
other alternatives for serving this versatile food
and incorporating it into your meal plan. For
example, spread pumpkin butter on whole grain
toast for a nutritious start to your day, or eat a
slice of pumpkin bread or a pumpkin muffin with
your morning coffee or tea. Add pumpkin chunks
to homemade soups and stews or serve pumpkin
puree, flavored with cinnamon and molasses
or your favorite herbs, as a side to your main
meal for lunch or dinner. Use pumpkin in
any cookie recipe, like oatmeal pumpkin
cookies or pumpkin drop cookies, to enjoy
the nutritional benefits of
pumpkin in a sweet treat
other than pie.
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MESSAGE FROM BAVARIA: PEAK ALT-RIGHT?

As with haute couture, political fashion works best when it is real, understated and dressy, without veering into costume or parody.

Rashmee Roshan Lall

If there’s a lesson from Germany’s regional election in
Bavaria, it is about foolish choices in political fashion.

If a centrist party appropriates the style of the far right,
the new silhouette may end up looking absurd, false
and opportunistic. That's what happened October 14
with the Christian Social Union (CSU) in Bavaria. It tried
on a hard-line stance on migration, in obvious mimicry
of the far-right Alternative for Germany (AfD) and it
wound up losing voters left and right. After nearly 70
years of political dominance in Bavaria, the CSU lost
more than 10 percentage points of support compared
to the 2013 election.

The CSU remains Bavaria’s largest party but the election
results mean it is no longer able to govern on its own.
Having haemorrhaged votes to the left-liberal newly
centrist Greens, the rightish-localist Free Voters as well
as to the AfD, the CSU must somehow form a coalition.
This will temper its policy choices in government. It will
be in office but not wholly in power.

Clearly, that’s what the Bavarian electorate
wanted. Voters discerned the CSU was trying
to steal the clothes of another political
party even though they didn’t fit, didn’t
really suit it and weren’t worn with any
particular flair or verve. Bavarian vot-
ers didn’t approve of fashion larceny
and they don’t seem to have liked
the game of dress-up, either. As

with haute couture, political
fashion works best when it is
real, understated and dressy,
without veering into costume
or parody.

WWW.ARABAMERICANTODAY.NET

The CSU’s policy faux pas is instructive at a time
anti-migrant Islamophobic is newly glam in the West.
The mutton-sleeve style of rhetoric — big and blowsy
— appears to be drowning out more structured political
discourse.
In the United States, there is Donald Trump, with his
blood-and-soil, evangelical Christian nativism. From Po-
land to Austria, Hungary, Italy and Sweden, nationalism
and hostility to migrants increasingly seem a vote-win-
ning strategy. From France, through to the Netherlands,
big-tent traditional parties appear to be engaged in a
hard-fought battle for relevance. In the United King-
dom, the two traditional parties remain strong but the
governing Conservatives have occasionally added right-
wing policy frills and furbelows to rejig their look.
And yet, it has taken Bavaria to understand the limits of
copycat political fashion.
Here's what the CSU's decline in Bavaria suggests:
- Taking a hard line on immigration may not always be a
winning strategy.
- The far-right’s core support will turn out for the party
that authentically champions that cause,
as was seen in the AfD winning just
more than 10% of votes in Bavaria.
This allows it to enter the Bavarian
parliament for the first time but the
AfD’s gains appeared to have been
limited to its base and it did not
pick up votes more broadly.
- Moderate voters are turned
off by centrist parties’ imitative
attempts to appeal to the far-
right base and may turn to more
rational political options. Bavar-
ia's Greens, who champion the

environment, refugee rights, social justice and deeper
European integration, scooped up 17.5% of the vote
and became the second-largest party in the state.

Some of these lessons were apparent in other European
elections long before Bavaria. In France, Ma-

rine Le Pen’s far-right party lost to the
more inclusive agenda offered by
the upstart Emmanuel Macron

Not

Prime Minister Mark Rutte’s People’s Party for Freedom
and Democracy emerged as the strongest force in the
Dutch parliament, besting his Islam-bashing right-wing
Trumpian opponent with a simple message: “Geert
Wilders is chaos.”

Even so, Bavaria sends a clear message.
Europe’s centrist politicians must eschew
the temptation to try right-wing

and his hastily cobbled En ma ny div- knock-offs. Voters with far-right
Marche. In Holland, a o sympathies will go for the real
few months before the |dendS. A voter thing but the majority remains

French presidential
election, incumbent

casts her vote inside
a ballot box at a poll-
ing station during the
Bavaria state election,
on 14 October.
(Daniel Kar-

in the centre.
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Airdxb Is Opening Doors To Facilitate Short-Term Property Rentals In The Uae

Panna Munyal

Paperwork. It's at once the most inevitable
and most exasperating necessity when it
comes to getting things done, especially when
it comes to housing matters. From title deeds,
memorandums of understanding and rental
contracts, to cancelled or activated electricity,
chiller and maintenance bills, there are untold
numbers of boxes to tick, documents to sign,
and contracts to update and uphold.
Registering your UAE property on Airbnb is no
different. It requires hard-copy proof of your
identification, location and amenities, and
entails a comprehensive licensing procedure.
Or it did, until Airdxb came along to do all the
work for you.

“Renting out apartments to tourists on a
short-term basis has been legal in Dubai since
2016,” says Airdxb’s director and founder
Gregory Lewis. “Airbnb is a popular service,
[but] each property needs to be licensed with

Dubai’s Department of Tourism and Com-
merce Marketing under holiday home rental.
We have that licence through which we can
sort out the procedure on behalf of home
owners and then go on to list their property
with Airbnb,” he says.

Once a home is eligible to be registered on
Airbnb, there are three main aspects that
hosts need to consider: increasing the appeal
of the property, co-ordinating with guests and
providing post-care services. Here, too, Airdxb
steps in. To start with, the team photographs
your space and comes up with a suit-

ably appealing description of

passports and other IDs for security measures.
Each guest —and host — gets a star rating on
Airbnb, so we avoid those who have negative
reviews and low ratings,” says Lewis, adding:
“Once a host and guest have ‘matched’, we
meet the visitors at the property, check them
in and show them how things work. We also
run through the inventory, and get them
to sign a document stating the existence
and condition of the furniture and so on, so
should anything break or go missing, we have
the requisite paperwork and before-and-af-
ter images. These can then be submitted

to Airbnb, who will review the case

the living conditions. Here’s and take it out from the person’s
Next, they take on all the hassle-free deposit. | th{n!< th.ey.prowde up
aspects of guest co-or- to USS1 million in insurance
dination. “Airbnb is way to make money per property, although we
very stringentabout — on your property, wheth-  recommend our hosts take

its guests, and we
follow up by dou-
ble-checking their

er you own it or not,
with Dubai host-man-
agement company
Airdxb

full insurance cover for
their contents, t0o.”
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If your child is experiencing bullying...

When you discover your child is being bullied,
you may feel a variety of emotions, from

anger to fear to sadness. These reactions and
emotional responses are natural for parents
who want their child to feel valued, protected,
and loved. To become an effective advocate

for your child, it is important to acknowledge
your emotions and then focus on developing an
action plan to help your child.

1. Talk with your child.

When you first talk with your child about bul-
lying, be prepared to listen without judgment,
and provide a safe and supportive place where
your child can work out his or her feelings. Chil-
dren may not be ready to open up right away
as they, too, are dealing with the emotional

|

!  —
\ 1

-

What Parents Should Know About Bullying
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No one deserves to be bullied.

effects of bullying and may be feeling insecure,
frightened, vulnerable, angry, or sad. When
your child begins to tell their story, just listen
and avoid making judgmental comments. It's
important to learn as much as possible about
the situation, such as how long the behavior
has been happening, who has been involved,
and what steps have been taken. Encourage
your child to talk, and let them know they are
not alone and you are there to help.

Make sure your child knows:

It is NOT their fault. They are not to blame.
They are NOT alone. You are here to help.

It is the adults’ responsibility make the bullying
stop.

Bullying is never okay and they have the right
to be safe.
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They deserve to be treated with respect.

They have the right to feel safe at school.

To read the rest of the article go to: www.

pacer.org
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FIVE DAYS IN BOSNIAAND HERZEGOVINAI'

Scarred by war, Bosnia and Herzegovina offers an intriguing
journey through Ottoman, Yugoslavian and Balkan history

Dania Saadi
Bosnia and Herzegovina is still licking its war wounds,

traders, one of which is now turned into offices and cafes
in old Sarajevo. This area is teeming with shops selling

nearly 23 years after its agony ended, but that hasn’t
stopped the tiny nation of a population of 3.5 million
from wooing tourists, whether they be intrepid travellers
or religious visitors attracted to the country’s rich Muslim
history.

From the pencil-shaped Ottoman minarets dotting its
skyline to tombstones with tops carved in the shape of a
turban for high-profile individuals, the European country
has a Turkish flavour, including rose lokum (Turkish de-
light) and Cevapi (similar to Turkish kebabs).

The famous bridge in the city of Mostar, the 16th
century Ottoman Stari Most, which was commissioned
by Suleiman the Magnificent and rebuilt after it was
destroyed by Croats in 1993 during the civil war, was first
constructed by Mimar Hayruddin, an apprentice of the

kitsch trinkets and copper carvings, including coffee-pots.
You can still hear the din and find artisans perfecting
their copper work in the tiny streets of the old town.
The flood of tourists has been aided by increasing con-
nectivity to the capital, including direct flights with fly-
dubai. The number of foreign visitors last year increased
19 per cent to 923,050. The third-largest percentage of
travellers came from Turkey, after Croatia and Serbia,
and the number of Saudi Arabian tourists doubled.

To read the rest of the article go to: www.then-
ational.ae

Mimar Hay-
ruddin’s Stari Most
(Old Bridge) in Mostar
was destroyed during the
civil war in 1993, but re-
constructed in 2004

famous architect Mimar Sinan, the man behind Istanbul’s
Blue Mosque.

The capital, Sarajevo, was named by its Ottoman occupi-
ers after the field around a saray (or palace). They stayed
in the country for nearly four centuries. Turkish influence
is salient to this day and a Turkish organisation helped to
fund the renovation of the Ottoman Emperor’s Mosque
in Sarajevo.

They left behind a legacy of caravanserais, the motels for

AA picture taken on October 6, 2018 shows a cable car and

background panorama of Sarajevo AFP

ums on Edwards Street in Springfield, Mas-
sachusetts, and you can quickly grasp an-
other truth woven into his fantasies. Seuss’
real genius was superimposing his surreal
world over the real one, and it is easy to see
his stories emerge in the streets, parks and
pavements of his hometown.

This is what visitors to Springfield are
eager to find out today. “There’s as much
of Massachusetts in his books as there is
make-believe,” said Kay Simpson, president
of Springfield Museums, when we met on
a brilliant blue morning this summer. “Our

It is easy to see Dr Seuss’ stories emerge
in the streets and parks of his hometown
of Springfield, Massachusetts (Credit: Stan

Tess/Alamy) eclectic, Victorian-era buildings caught
. young Ted’s eye, and none of it passed
By Mike MacEacheran him by over the years. It left a profound

impression.”
The story of Theodor ‘Ted’ Seuss Geisel,
born 2 March 1904, begins on the front
steps of The Amazing World of Dr Seuss, a
museum that charts his fantas-
tical journey from big-thinking,
small-town kid to international
brand. The gallery is in its
infancy, only one year old and
still expanding with new exhib-
its, and yet it's already ground
zero for Seussian whimsy and
a must-see for fanatics. Here,
everyone has an appointment
with the doctor.

Consider Dr Seuss. The writer and illustrator
behind the most absurd books in the library,
whose wordplay and neatly illustrated
doodles are forever alive in the imagination
of children. In Seuss universe, full of impos-
sible creatures, eye-popping characters and
memorable puns, cats wear red-and-white
floppy hats, eggs have green yolks and foxes
sport socks. Seuss’ tools were the building
blocks of the alphabet, his lyricism the
result of years daydreaming at Dartmouth
College in New Hampshire and working as
an advertising illustrator in New York.

Yet stand in front of the quadrant of muse-

7030 - Lssboad) diadl - 22018 5353
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In the 1950s, many believed children’s books were boring. Then
along came Dr Seuss - and his stories changed everything.

Published in 1957, The Cat in the Hat has
sold more than 16 million copies in nearly
20 languages (Credit: Mike MacEacheran)
Past wiggly pink railings and a giant archway
with the outline of an extravagant big top,
our museum visit started at the ‘Seuss Bak-
ery’, a reimagining of one owned by the au-
thor’s grandparents. “This is critical to the
Seuss timeline,” said Simpson, pausing in
front of the exhibit. “As a child, his mother
would sing songs to him about the names
of the pies: ‘apple, mince, lemon, peach,
pineapple, blueberry, coconut, custard and
squash’. His lyricism was influenced by their
time together, and she fostered his creativi-
ty. Believe it or not, but she let him draw on
the walls of his bedroom with crayons.”

To read the rest of the article go to: www.
bbc.com

Getty

Blooming early: Japan’s famed cherry blos-
soms make unexpected appearance

The delicate blossoms of the cherry tree might be synonymous with the onset of spring in
Japan — except this year they're also blooming in autumn, a weather forecasting company
said Wednesday.

Experts told local media that the rare late blooms could be the result of this year’s unusual
weather, including a particularly active typhoon season.

Weathernews, a meteorological firm, said more than 300 people across Japan had
reported cherry blossoms were blooming in their neighbourhood, in a survey conducted
last week.

Local media spotted clusters of the famous pink and white blooms at several popular
cherry blossom spots.

Hiroyuki Wada, a tree doctor at the Flower Association of Japan, speculated that unusual
weather patterns could be responsible for the blooms’ surprise appearance.

He told public broadcaster NHK that violent storms had stripped trees of their leaves,
which usually release a chemical that inhibits blooming before spring.

A series of unusually warm days after typhoons could also have confused the plants into
flowering, he said.

“This has happened in the past, but | don’t remember seeing something of this scale,” he
said.

Japan has been battered by a series of typhoons this year, including Jebi, which claimed 11
lives and shut down Kansai airport in September.

But Wada said the freak flowering should not affect the hugely popular cherry blossom
season, which draws tourists from around the world and sees Japanese flock to hold
‘hanami’ picnics in the shade of the blooms.

“The buds that opened now won’t blossom in the coming spring. But only a small number
of them are being observed. | don’t think it will affect cherry blossom viewing (next year),”
he told NHK.
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10 Ways to Help Your Child Succeed in Elementary School

Reviewed by: Kathryn Hoffses, PhD

Support from parents is key to helping kids do
well academically. Here are 10 ways parents can
put their kids on track to be successful students.
1. Attend Back-to-School Night and Parent-Teach-
er Conferences

Kids do better in school when parents are
involved in their academic lives. Attending back-
to-school night at the start of the school year is
a great way to get to know your child’s teachers
and their expectations. School administrators
may discuss school-wide programs and policies,
too.

Attending parent-teacher conferences is another

WWW.ARABAMERICANTODAY.NET

way to stay informed. These are usually held once
or twice a year at progress reporting periods.

The conferences are a chance to start or continue
conversations with your child’s teacher, and
discuss strategies to help your child do his or her
best in class. Meeting with the teacher also lets
your child know that what goes on in school will
be shared at home.

If your child has special learning needs, addi-
tional meetings can be scheduled with teachers
and other school staff to consider setting up or
revising individualized education plans (IEPs), 504
education plans, or gifted education plans.

Keep in mind that parents or guardians can re-

quest meetings with teachers, principals, school
counselors, or other school staff any time during
the school year.

2. Visit the School and Its Website

Knowing the physical layout of the school
building and grounds can help you connect with
your child when you talk about the school day.
It’s good to know the location of the main office,
school nurse, cafeteria, gym, athletic fields, play-
grounds, auditorium, and special classes.

To read the rest of the article go to:www.kid-
shealth.org
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Businessinsider : there’s more evidence that exposing
yourself to cold temperatures could trigger weight loss

If you want to lose weight, you might consider
getting comfortable with the cold.

A new study published in the Nature journal
Scientific Reports has found evidence that
exposure to cold temperatures could transform
the type of fat we form in our bodies, and even
potentially help us burn off excess body fat.
For the research, scientists differentiated stem
cells (which can become other types of cells) to
become fat cells at both normal body tempera-
ture and at a slightly cooler temperature. They
found that at the lower temperatures, the cells
formed a kind of fat known as brown fat, which
causes bodies to burn more calories to keep
warm and burn off excess body fat.

People always have some layer of fat in their
bodies. Adults have mostly white fat, which
serves as a sort of solid, inert way of storing
energy. White fat is what makes up dangerous
excess body fat. Brown fat, on the other hand,
is used to rev up the metabolism to keep us
warm — it's how babies regulate their body
temperature, since they don’t have the mus-
cles to shiver themselves warm yet.
Researchers once thought we lost this type of

fat as we left childhood, but they now know
there’s at least a small amount left in adults.
That realization gave scientists hope that they
could figure out how to activate and even
stimulate the growth of this brown fat in our
bodies, which could help people burn off extra
calories — including the white fat many of us
have stored around our bellies.

This new study brings us a step closer to that.
Harnessing the power of brown fat

“It has been known for quite some time that
exposure to lower temperatures can promote
the formation of brown fat, but the mechanism
of this has not yet been discovered,” study
author Virginie Sottile, an associate professor
at the University of Nottingham in the UK, said
in a statement. “The trigger was believed to
be the body’s nervous system and changes in
the way we eat when we are cold. However,
our study has shown that even by making
fairly modest changes in temperature, we can
activate our stem cells to form brown fat at a
cellular level.”

To read the rest of the article go to: www.
businessinsider.com
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Ford unveils new China SUV,
Hoping To Reinvigorate Sales

BEIJING — Reuters - Ford Motor Co
unveiled a new China sport utility
vehicle on Tuesday, and said its plan
to release a spate of new models will in nearly seven years in September,
help turn around tumbling sales inthe hit by cooling economic growth.
world’s top auto market from the start ~ Ford’s vehicle sales fell 43 percent in
of next year. September from a year earlier and
Ford, fighting to recover from a severe  are down 30 percent in the first nine

at a time demand for such cars in
smaller cities across China has started
to cool. China’s car sales fell the most

650 local dealers would help the
model succeed.

“It’s still of course an enormous indus-
try. With Ford’s relatively low market
share it still presents an enormous
opportunity for Ford,” he said.

He added the firm was not currently
seeing any impact from a blistering

2019 Hyundai Kona Electric

First Drive Review | No compromises

BEN HSU
The results of last week’s United
Nations climate study reveal that

it unless you're talking about the
$83,000 Tesla Model X. The Kona
EV’s next closest competitor is the

sales slump in China, will start selling months of
the entry-level SUV, called the “Terri-
tory”, early next year. The car is jointly
developed with local partner Jiangling
Motors Corp Ltd (JMC).

The car, based on a no-frills model
from JMC, is aimed at appealing to
consumers in China’s smaller, so-
called lower-tier cites, which have
been a major engine of growth in

the market over the past decade. It
would compete with models from
local firms like Geely and Great

Wall Motor.

The SUV is one of the 50 new or
redesigned vehicles Ford has said

it plans to launch in China starting
this year and through 2025, which
include the redesigned Ford Focus

car due to hit showrooms later in
2018.

2018 from the
same period last
year. Ford blames

Ford Territory interior

“All these vehicles — the Ford Territo-
ry, the Ford Focus and the Ford Escort

... they will all start to make their overhaul.

its weak China business on an aging
model lineup that is awaiting an

trade war between China and the
United States, which had seen some
imported Ford and Lincoln brand cars
held up at Chinese ports earlier this
year.

Earth’s climate situation is much
more dire than previously thought.
Unless we do something drastic to
stop pumping carbon emissions into
our atmosphere, we’ll do irrevers-
ible damage by 2030. It seems
almost prophetic, then, that
Hyundai is launching two
vehicles — the hydro-
gen-powered Nexo
FCV and an all-electric
variant of the recent-
ly launched Kona
Crossover.

boxy electric Soul, and in case you
didn’t know, Kia’s affiliate company
is none other than Hyundai.

In truth, the crossover moniker isn’t
entirely accurate. Like its inter-
nal-combustion-engined counter-
part, the Kona EV doesn’t really sit
above regular car height. Rather
than call it a compact crossover, it'd
be more appropriate to label it a
hatchback with some rugged-look-
ing body cladding. The Kona Electric
does, however, top nearly all of

its EV rivals for cargo space, with

The more com- 19.2 cubic feet. Only the Leaf tops
pelling of the it at 23.6 cubic feet, but the
two is the Kona's footprint is almost
Hyundai Com- a foot shorter than the
Kona pact cross- Nissan’s.

Elec- over shines with To read the rest of

tric. decent power, the article go to:
It joins Composed han- www.autoblog.
other purely . com
battery-powered ma- dling, plenty of
chines such as the Nis- safety tech

san Leaf, the Chevy Bolt
and the Tesla Model 3, but

“We did earlier in the year (have)
some slowdown which was reported.
We have none of those issues current-
ly on customs clearance.”

volume retail contributions in the first  Fleet, talking from the Chinese port
quarter (of 2019)”, Peter Fleet, Ford’s city of Qingdao where he was show-
China and Asia chief, told reporters ing off the new SUV for the first time,
onacall. brushed off concerns about slowing

Still, Ford’s new SUV hits the market growth in small cities, and said Ford’s

the Korean automaker one-ups

the competition by arriving in the
form of a crossover. Americans can’t
get enough of them, and no other
pure electric on the market offers

US makers of driverless cars must get past legislative speed bump

Bill stalled in Senate as rest of the world moves forward with adopting with new technology

David Millward

For US auto makers, hopes of overtaking the rest of the world in the industry’s
Next Big Thing are riding on a piece of legislation that safety advocates say is
flawed and endangers the public.

Technology giants such as Google and major automobile makers including Ford
have invested heavily to create driverless vehicles in which control is effectively
transferred from a human to a computer.

With other countries already well on course to introduce self-driving vehicles on
public roads, the bill currently before the Senate would allow the same to happen
across the United States.

Although 29 of the 50 states have enacted laws to allow the testing of self-driving
cars on public roads, supporters of the technology believe that federal legislation
is essential if such vehicles are to become a reality across the US.

The American Vision for Safer Transportation through Advancement of Revolution-

ary Technologies Act — better known as the AV START Act — is before the Senate
and does have bipartisan support.
Should the bill become law it would remove the requirement for vehicles to be

fitted with equipment needed for human control of a car, such as a steering wheel.

It would also decree that vehicle standards are subject to federal jurisdiction
rather than being the responsibility of individual states.

This would pave the way for manufacturers to start building and selling the cars,
given that owners would no longer face restrictions where they could use the
vehicles within the US.

With Transportation Secretary Elaine Chao

sympathetic to the proposals, getting the bill through Congress is the last legisla-
tive hurdle the technology faces. There is little doubt that Donald Trump sign the
bill.

John Thune, a Republican Senator from South Dakota and one of the sponsors of
the bill, believes the measure would enable to law to keep up with the technology.
“By playing a constructive role in the development of self-driving transportation
systems, our government can help save lives, improve mobility for all Americans
— including those with disabilities, and create new jobs by making us leaders in
this important technology,” he said.

But safety groups want to apply the brakes following a number of accidents involv-
ing self-driving — or to give them their correct name “autonomous” — vehicles.
They cite incidents such as the death of Elaine Herzberg, a pedestrian who was
run over and killed while wheeling her cycle across a road in Tempe, Arizona
because the self-driving Uber — equipped with radar and Lidar, which uses laser
for sensing objects — did not “see” her.

“A lot of well-paid lobbyists from the technology and auto industries are trying

to ram this bill through Congress,” said Jason Levine, executive director for the
Centre for Auto Safety in Washington.

He said the bill in its current form “provides no oversight, regulation or protection
for the consumer”.

With the current Republican majority under threat from midterm elections in
November, “the industry is worried that a Democrat-controlled Congress would
pass a bill with regulatory teeth”, Mr Levine said.

“Our concern is this bill is a pro-industry blank cheque to introduce still unproven
technology. It does not require safety standards and removes consumer rights if
they are harmed by a potentially defective product.

“Let’s not replace driver error with computer error”

To read the rest of the article go to: www.thenational.ae
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Why Our Imagination For Alien
Life Is So Impoverished

Philip Ball

It astonishes me how much we seem
to know about aliens. They build
technology-driven civilisations and pilot
spaceships across the galaxy. They cre-
ate energy-harvesting structures around
their stars. They beam interstellar
greetings to us. We cannot be sure that,
when our own broadcasts reach them in
some future era, they will breathlessly
await the arrival of the next episode of
Glee - but it seems a fair bet.

How do we know all this? Not by
science’s usual method of finding out
stuff, which is by observing. We know

it because it stands to reason. Because
we've seen it at the movies. Because
it's what we would do. Which is to say:
when we start speculating about what
advanced extraterrestrials are like, we
are really just talking about ourselves.
The impulse to cast life on other worlds
in our own image goes back all the way
to the proto-science fiction of the 17th
century, such as the novel The Comical
History of the States and Empires of the
Worlds of the Moon and Sun (1657) by
the French writer Cyrano de Bergerac.
Cyrano pictured a lunar landscape
inhabited by gigantic man-animals who
somehow managed to create a very
European courtly society where they
debated Aristotle and Christian theol-
ogy. So it has been, mostly, ever since.
The galactic empires of Isaac Asimov's
Foundation novels (1942-1993) and

the Star Wars and Star Trek franchises
are peopled by creatures modelled on
robustly late-20th-century humans in
psychology and motive, no matter how
much fur or how many forehead ridges
they possess.

Such self-reflexive assumptions about
alien civilisations leapt from the movie
screen to the science journals last
September when the astronomer
Tabetha Boyajian of Yale University

and her coworkers, using the Kepler
space telescope, reported that the light
coming from a star called KIC 8462852
exhibits intense, rapid brightness fluc-
tuations that can't easily be explained
by any known natural process. Boyajian
suggested that a circling horde of
comets might be blocking the star’s
light, but Jason Wright, an astronomer
at Pennsylvania State University, and his
colleagues added a provocative, albeit
unlikely, alternative: the flickering of KIC
8462852 could be the passing shadow
of a gigantic structure built by alien
engineers.

The concept of such a star-circling struc-
ture was proposed in the 1960s by the
British-born physicist Freeman Dyson.
He argued that any civilisation with
sufficient technical capability would
construct a vast solar array in space to
feed its enormous energy demand.
Wright's comment about

a possible real-life

‘Dyson sphere’ around KIC 8462852 was
made with all due caution, but you can’t
speculate quietly about the detection of
aliens. Soon, the idea was shouted from
headlines worldwide. Further raising
the volume, other researchers began
listening for messages coming from KIC
8462852. Those searches focused on ra-
dio waves and laser pulses, just like the
signals we use, highlighting the abiding
narcissism of the effort.

For as long as scientists have looked

for alien life, they have conceived them
in our own image. The quest arguably
began with a 1959 Nature paper by

the physicists Giuseppe Cocconi and
Philip Morrison, who argued that ‘near
some star rather like the Sun there are
civilisations with scientific interests and
with technical possibilities much greater
than those now available to us’. The
two scientists further posited that such
aliens would have ‘established a channel
of communication that would one

day become known to us’. Such alien
signals would most likely take the form
of shortwave radio, which is ubiquitous
through the Universe, and would con-
tain an obviously artificial message such
as ‘a sequence of small prime numbers
of pulses, or simple arithmetical sums’
Nothing in this suggestion was unrea-
sonable, but it's self-evidently the result
of two smart scientists asking: ‘What
would we do?’ Cocconi and Morrison’s
proposal to look for familiar types of
signals, coming from familiar types of
technology, has heavily conditioned the
search for extraterrestrial intelligence
(SETI) ever since. Today, the Harvard
astronomer Avi Loeb thinks it might be
good to look for spectroscopic signa-
tures of chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) in
the atmospheres of alien planets, appar-
ently in the conviction that aliens have
fridges like ours (or perhaps
they're just crazy
about hairspray).
Other scientists
have proposed
finding aliens by
looking for their
light-polluting cities;
their starship Enter-
prise-style antimatter
drives; or the radia-
tion flashes from
extraterrestrial
nuclear war. It all
sounds dreadfully...
human.

To read the rest of the
article go to: https://
aeon.co
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Rare 1932 ‘The Mummy' film
poster poised to hit record
$1 min at auction

Arare, original poster from the Boris Karloff hor-
ror classic, “The Mummy,” is expected to sell for
over $1 million, a record price for a film poster,
Sotheby's said on Thursday.

One of only three known surviving examples of
the original lithographic poster from the 1932
film, the piece set a film poster record more than
20 years ago when it fetched $453,500. The auc-
tion house expects it to sell for $1 million to $1.5
million, breaking the auction record for a film
poster of $525,800 set in 2017 by a poster from
“Dracula,” the 1931 horror film starring Karloff
rival Bela Lugosi.

A California collector paid $690,000 in 2005 for a
poster from the German silent film, “Metropolis.”
The starting bid is set at $950,000
and bidding in the online auc-
tion is open until Oct. 31.
Designed by Karoly Grosz,
Universal studios advertising art
director, the poster continues to
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influence film posters more than 80 years later,
Sotheby’s said, citing its “vivid, painterly splashes
of color, a dynamic composition, and minimal
white space.”
Subject of desire
The work depicts Karloff in the title role as “The
Mummy,” with eyes closed and hands crossed
over his chest, and Zita Johann, the subject of his
desire, in an alluring, red V-necked gown. Enticing
filmgoers, the tag line reads, “It comes to life!”
The poster was exclusively created for movie
theaters’ promotional purposes and was never
made available to the public. It has been featured
in a 1999 exhibition at New York's Whitney
Museum and will go on display at Sotheby’s from
Oct. 14 to 18.
““The Mummy’ is one of those early horror mov-
ies that really cemented the genre as the type of
horror master film that we see today,” Sotheby’s
prints specialist John Maher said in a statement.
Noting the original lithograph’s condition,
 he noted, “you rarely see - in any poster
- colors that are as well-preserved as
these are.” “This is a really exceptional
example, that was such an impactful
image to begin with,” Maher said.
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BUY - SELL - TRADE

FOR MORE DETAILS VISIT WWW. TOPGEARZ.COM

3540 E.Davison* Detroit, M1 48212 313-368-7000
haniomasan@gmail.com hamza.omasan@gmail.com



