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Most Americans Don’t Realize The First Muslim Immigrants
Arrived In America 400 Years Ago

By Saeed Ahmed Khan

It’s not surprising then to see the many
misunderstandings that exist about
Muslims. Some see them as outsiders and
a threat to the American way of life and
values. President Donald Trump’s contro-
versial policy to impose a ban on Muslims
from seven countries entering into the
United States played into such fears.
What many don’t know, however, is that
Muslims have been in America well before
America became a nation. In fact, some
of the earliest arrivals to this land were
Muslim immigrants — forcibly transported
as slaves in the transatlantic trade, whose
400th anniversary is being observed this
year.

The first American Muslims

Scholars estimate that as many as 30%

of the African slaves brought to the U.S,,
from West and Central African countries
like Gambia and Cameroon, were Muslim.
Among the difficulties they faced were also
those related to their faith.

As a scholar of Muslim communities in the
West, | know African slaves were forced to
abandon their Islamic faith and practices
by their owners, both to separate them
from their culture and religious roots and
also to “civilize” them to Christianity.
Historian Sylviane Diouf explains how
despite such efforts, many slaves retained
aspects of their customs and traditions,
and found new, creative ways to express
them. Slave devotionals sung in the fields,
for example, kept the tunes and memory
of a bygone life alive well after the trauma
of dislocation.

Diouf argues that blues music, one of the

Music,” along with a host of jazz musi-
cians, argues that Coltrane is singing “Allah
Supreme” in the Islamic devotional style of
“dhikr,” or remembrance of God.

There is a large and diverse Muslim com-
munity in the U.S. today.

quintessential forms of American culture,
can trace its origins to Muslim influences
from the slave era. She also demonstrates
how the famous blues song, “Levee Call
Holler,” has a style and melody that comes
from the Muslim call to prayer, the “ad-
han.”

Blues has also influenced a host of other
American music genres, from country to
rock ‘n’ roll, and the most well-known of
American musical forms, jazz. The famous
jazz player John Coltrane, known for his
seminal work “A Love Supreme,” appears
to be influenced by the cadence of Islamic
prayers and devotionals.

Scholar Hisham Aidi, author of “Rebel

Muslims in America today

Today’s America incorporates a large diver-
sity of Muslims, who have immigrated from
many parts of the world. Many immigrated
after the passage of the Immigration Act

of 1965.

They are from Africa and the Middle East,
as well as South and Southeast Asia. Afri-
can American Muslims, descendants of the

An attorney for the Muslim enclave
mosque in Tompkins, New York.
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slave generations in this country, comprise
a sizable chunk — about 20% — some-
where between 600,000 to 850,000 — of
the total Muslim population in the in the
United States.

In this diverse mix are also those who
belong to the Nation of Islam — a political
and religious movement founded by Elijah
Muhammad in the 1930s. Muhammad, son
of former slaves, wanted to promote black
empowerment in the face of racism. The
number of those who belong to the Nation
of Islam have greatly declined since then.
This diversity is reflected in the customs,
interpretations and rituals practiced by
the many denominations here. It is also
reflected in the racial, ethnic and cultural
composition of the community, or perhaps
more accurately, a group of communities.
All these differences can make interaction
between these communities a challenge.
But American Muslims, despite their
complex histories, have learned to blend
experiences that are truly unique.

As more recently arrived immigrant
Muslims interact with their coreligionists
whose legacy dates back 400 years in this
country, new engagements inform the new
reality.

Saeed Ahmed Khan is a Senior Lecturer
at Wayne State University. This article is
republished from The Conversation, a site
democratizing knowledge from academ-
ics, under a Creative Commons license.
Read more of The Conversation’s articles
on religion and ethics, written by experts.
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Still, ten million Yemenis are “one step away” from famine, and more
than two thirds of its population is “food insecure,” the WFP says.

Children now skin and bone

On our journey through the rebel-held territories, many villagers we
met were resigned to corruption as a fact of life, some blaming the
government, others blaming the international community. What they
know for sure is the impact on them.

In March, the UN even cut supplies to people driven from their homes
by fighting and bombardment because WFP representatives had not
been able to monitor the distribution of food there.

UN and Houthi government officials estimated some 10,000 fled

from the front lines near the Saudi border and into Abs and Aslam,
northwest of the capital. This windswept scrubland offers little shelter
and no sustenance for the few goats brought by destitute refugees to
camps here.

In Aslam, malnutrition and serious health complications reduce chil-
dren’s bodies to skin on bone.

“The war has been ongoing for 4 years, more than people can handle,”
said nurse Mekkiyah Al-Aslami, the head of the local health unit. “We
were already among the top poverty-stricken countries. The war fin-
ished the job. A land, sea and air blockade. Unemployment, no one can
make a living. No one can work. Why? Because the borders are closed,
and the airstrikes are 24 hours.” Her sunken cheeks and thin frame
could get her confused as one of the patients.

“If you were hungry, you only got hungrier,” she says.

Food for favors

eho se'f% W&sup- P

In March this year, the WFP was also still struggling to get permission
for monitors to keep an eye on food distributions in Saada, deep in
Houtbhi territory in the far northwest of the country, 20 or so miles from
the Saudi border.

Several diplomats and sources inside the humanitarian agencies said
some aid was being diverted to fighting units or sold on the open mar-
ket, but most was being used to buy political support for the Houthi
cause.

Saada’s been the focus of Saudi-led coalition airstrikes for several years
as it’s at the center of Houthi political support. But that support is not
guaranteed and UN sources insist that food aid is being diverted to
“nondeserving populations” to shore up support for the Houthi cause.
The calculation is: Give hungry people extra food and they will owe you
their allegiance.

“They know that when they finally reach a peace agreement, they’ll
have to have a nonmilitary political future,” one senior foreign official
in Yemen said of the Houthis. “They need to ensure that they have
political support on the ground in their own areas. So they try to get

as much aid into those areas as possible and they don’t want anyone
checking up on them.”

The Houthi rebellion by Shia Muslims, which included significant num-
bers of Yemenis from the Sunni sect too, began in 2004 against the mil-
itary government of Ali Abdullah Saleh. Concentrated in the populous
north, it drew its energy from anger at years of corruption.

By January 2015 the Houthis had driven Saleh’s successor, Abdu Rabu
Mansour Hadi, from the capital. But a Saudi-led coalition including the
United Arab Emirates, with support from the United States, UK and
France, swiftly moved to depose the Houthis in a military campaign
which still rages today.

Hit by air strikes, corruption and gun-running

The use of air strikes and civilian casualties has undermined support
for the Saudi coalition in Europe and the United States. In Washington,
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Congress recently voted to end American backing of and arms ship-
ments to the campaign -- but that resolution was vetoed by President
Donald Trump.

The Houthis have often been seen as the underdogs in the war. Media
reporting has been restricted and has focused on the suffering of civil-
ians through hunger and as a result of the air strikes.

CNN has previously exposed the Saudi-led coalition’s alliance with
extremist groups in their fight against the Houthis. And CNN revealed
the illegal transfer of heavy weapons, armored vehicles and small arms
to militant militias by the coalition -- a violation of the sales agreement
with the United States.

Houthis say they are ‘happy’ with aid

The Houthis rejected the accusations put to them by CNN.

Hussin Al-Ezzi, the deputy foreign minister of the rebel government in
Sanaa, said restrictions on visas for NGO workers have been removed.
“At the beginning, we had some reservations” about some of the inter-
national aid workers, he told CNN.

“Mistakes happen sometimes, but this doesn’t mean or doesn’t rep-
resent a policy on our side. We are happy with whatever aid reaches
citizens, because these citizens are our strength and support. They are
our capital in this war.

“This a comprehensive war: a security war, an intelligence war, a
military war and mad war, not governed by laws, values or morals.
Consequently, when you compare our handling of the situation under
this war to [others] under these circumstances, you will definitely find
the comparison in our favor,” he added.

Controlling food, information and people

There remains a deep-rooted suspicion of foreign NGOs and the media
in general.

In Hodeidah, a low-level government functionary threatened to detain
a CNN team if he did not sit in on a meeting with UN officials.

In the capital, a local NGO worker was questioned by security after
speaking to CNN without the presence of the government minder.

The Houthi administration has to maintain some good relations with
the UN and other agencies -- without aid, its rebellion would collapse
under the weight of the sheer horror of millions starving.

And while they do their best to charm foreigners, they are harsh to

some Yemenis in their areas, wanting to control not just food but
information and people.

One local journalist said he was detained and threatened by Houthi
security officials for reporting the abuse of aid, and another reporter
said he was afraid of being associated with anything that might reflect
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badly on the rebel government.

Sanaa residents twice approached us to complain, in English, of living
in a police state.

“If I told you the truth about living here, I'd be shot,” one whispered
before slipping away.

The Houthi movement sees itself as a redemptive struggle against
years of corruption under previous regimes in Yemen rather than as a
political party. Its authoritarian conduct is matched on the other side
of the civil war, where human rights groups have cataloged widespread
detention and disappearances.

But that doesn’t negate the misery for civilians in Houthi-run areas.

A shattered lifeline

Even if all the problems between the Houthis and the UN could be
resolved, restrictions imposed by the Saudi and UAE-led coalition on
the strategic Hodeidah port mean that aid trickles in to the north at the
best of times.

There's a blockade around the port and getting permission for a ship to
enter can take 9 months, UN and port officials say. When docked, the
next challenge is unloading at a facility where airstrikes in 2015 have
destroyed cranes and slashed capacity. The lifeline to the millions in
Houthi territory limps on using jerry-rigged cranes and casual labor.
Then the food and fuel can be loaded onto trucks, but those often
break down on the steep roads that cut through the scenic mountains
on the way to some of Yemen'’s poorest.

There are mills close to the port to grind imported grain into flour, but

the Houthis have been accused of strangling the supply.

“At this point, only the Houthis are blocking access to the mills,” said
Jonathan Cohen, the acting US ambassador to the UN said in April.
“And they alone will be to blame if the food spoils,” he said.

Houthi officials relented several weeks later and granted access.
Hodeidah is supposed to be a demilitarized port and city controlled by
the UN, under an agreement in December between the Iran-backed
Houthis and the Saudi-backed government. But the Houthis continue
to flex their muscles there. Even in its current state, the port brings in
revenues of an estimated $30 million a month, through customs duties
and other fees. Recently the Houthis have announced a withdrawal
from some parts of the city, but the port remains a major prize. If they
were to let it go, the Houthis would lose their biggest single source of
funds.

UN: ‘We're here to keep people alive’

While Houthi officials may be thinking longer term about strategy,
politics and the war, for many if not most in Houthi-controlled areas,
the only thought is of their hunger.

From Amira Saleh in the capital searching for her missing rations, to
Hajja Ibrahim in Bani Qais wondering if aid will ever return, empty days
with empty stomachs loom indefinitely.

With food not getting to the right people but instead used to buy
support, feed fighters or sold for funds, CNN asked the UN»s Grande

if she was worried that the aid programs could actually be prolonging
Yemenss devastating war.

«Certainly, humanitarians are not political. We>re here to keep people
alive,» she replied, notably not saying no.

«The responsibility for ending the conflict is in the hands of the people
who are driving that conflict,» Grande said. «It is the responsibility of
the humanitarians to say to the people who are responsible for the
war, these are the consequences of your actions, this is the impact of
the decision to take up arms and to bring this country to war.»
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CNN exposes systematic abuse of aid in Yemen

By Sam Kiley, Sarah El Sirgany and Brice Lainé, CNN

Bani Qais, in Houthi-controlled Yemen (CNN)Issham Beshir is two years
old. She’s twig-thin and so badly malnourished she’s yet to take her
first steps. The world is trying to help her and nearly 16 million more
hungry people in Yemen by sending food.

But, according to UN reports and CNN reporting on the ground, some
of that food is being stolen by Iranian-backed Houthi rebels, on a scale
far greater than has been reported before.

Last year the United Nations found 1% of aid was going missing,
acknowledging that the abuse could be more widespread. Now, a CNN
undercover investigation has found dozens of areas in the war-torn
country where -- on paper -- aid has been delivered. But in reality,
many families are not being helped.

The UN suspects that supplies are being diverted away from famished
children toward fighters or supporters of the Iran-backed forces that
control much of the country, though the Houthis and their officials
deny this. One Houthi aid coordination director called the allegations
“crazy.”

Issham and the people of Bani Qais in northwest Yemen have received
no grain, cooking oil or other aid supplies for weeks and weeks. They
are not starving. Not yet. But the children are stunted by malnutrition,
which will cramp the growth of their bodies and their brains. And

many, many are getting sick.

They are victims of a spat between the UN’s World Food Programme
and a Houthi-appointed aid agency that had the contracts to distribute
WFP food but failed to account for who was getting what. The WFP
switched to a different local NGO in Bani Qais, where Issham lives, but
humanitarian and local sources said that aid was now being held up
because local tribal leaders associated with the Houthi government
were blocking its work.

“They don’t reach us here. They used to give us grains and flour but
then they refused to give it to anyone. They don’t give us anything,”
said Issham’s mother, Hajja lbrahim.

Issham and her brother sit in their mother’s lap. Their rags are filthy.
Their mud-walled hut with its roof of reeds and old sacks allows
daylight to stream in, as well the spring rains. They are quiet, inert. Like
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other children here, they are too hungry to play.

Some days their father makes 25 cents selling water to buy them some
food. Other days he is not so lucky. The family is surviving on bread and
water.

The villages of the ‘doomed’

The clans in this cluster of villages are referred to as the “zabhana,”
which roughly translates as the “doomed.”

The people are Bedouin. Once nomadic, they are now settled but
considered to have little tribal clout by the powerful in Yemen, whether
that’s the ousted government or the Houthi rebels that have taken
control of the north of this country.

They are poor enough to attract aid. If that aid goes missing or cannot
be monitored, they have no political voice to make demands. They can
be ignored by the Houthi leadership.

On a 2,500-mile (4,000-km) journey through Yemen’s mountains and
along its coastline, CNN investigated missing supplies and the systemat-

: 5 u‘.} E...‘. 4

ic diversion of aid and corruption in Houthi-controlled areas.

We spoke to Yemeni and international NGO staff, local officials and res-
idents in four provinces held by the Houthis and obtained United Na-
tions documents detailing the previously hidden scale of the problem.

How the alleged fraud was covered up

Last year the World Food Programme publicly complained that about
1,200 metric tons of food was “diverted” -- diplomatic speak for “sto-
len” -- from families in the Houthi-held capital, Sanaa, in the previous
August and September.

Distribution lists had thumbprints, supposedly from people confirming
receipt of food, but some 60% of beneficiaries numbering in the thou-
sands in seven districts in the capital didn’t receive any aid, the WFP
said, asserting there had been fraud. As well as falsified records, the
WEFP said it discovered unauthorized people were given food and other
supplies were being sold in markets in the city.

“This conduct amounts to the stealing of food from the mouths of
hungry people,” WFP executive director David Beasley said then. “At a
time when children are dying in Yemen because they haven’t enough
food to eat, that is an outrage.”

Along with the public complaint, Beasley wrote to the leadership

of the Houthis, threatening to stop collaboration with the Houthi
government-linked charity blamed for the problems, and to cut off aid
altogether.

“WFP has a zero-tolerance policy on fraud and corruption, and we can-
not allow any interference from any person or entity ... including from
your officials,” the letter states.

The immediate problem was addressed when the Houthis and WFP
agreed on a new system of registration and biometric verification to
stop abuses. But that’s not yet working.

Missing supplies, missing money

In March, CNN met a dozen women at the headquarters of the Amanat
El-Asemah, the local municipal authority in charge of aid distribution
in Sanaa that the WFP said was at the center of the aid manipulation.
Each complained they had not received aid.

Amira Saleh says she found her name listed as a beneficiary, but told
us she and her family of 10 last received aid six months ago. She also
found records indicating she received 110,000 Yemeni riyals (about
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$440) from another charity, but she says she received nothing.

“Every now and then we get an SMS directing us to a school to get
the food aid,” she said. But when there were no supplies, she says
she asked again where she should go. “I saw my name, but there is no
notification or communication where | can get the aid.”

Around her, women in black face veils said they were repeatedly
refused aid because they don’t have documents -- like electricity bills
and school certificates -- which can only be obtained from the towns
they fled.

Haifa Qassem pulled up the white shirt of her 9-year-old son to reveal
his swollen belly and a visible rib cage. “This is all from liver disease,”
she said pointing at him. “We can’t find food to eat.”

Abdel-Wahab Sharaf, the director of the government aid coordination
agency in Sanaa who said the WFP claims were “crazy,” said there
might have been misunderstandings, but they had been resolved.
“Look, there are technical difficulties. It's not theft,” he said, adding
that the WFP should communicate directly with aid centers if they
were concerned, rather than going public.

UN takes drastic action

CNN’s investigation found the issue affects many more than those in
the capital.

Some 33 areas in Yemen showed a wide gap between the amount of
aid that has been officially delivered and the impact on the ground,
according to internal aid documents reviewed by CNN.

Twenty of these areas, including Bani Qais, were in Houthi-controlled
territories, where 70% of Yemenis live, the documents showed.

And now, without Houthi permission to change aid distribution part-
ners and monitor where the aid is going, the WFP aid has not reached
its intended beneficiaries.

“We certainly, in several situations, had to say to local authorities: ‘You
don’t let us in there, we can’t continue these programs.” Monitoring

is a necessary part of our accountability to the populations that we're
here to help,” said Lise Grande, the UN Resident and Humanitarian
Coordinator in Yemen, who leads the Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs and oversees UN aid operations in the country.
It's a radical new strong-arm approach for the WFP, which is mainly
funded by governments, with the United States being the largest donor
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in 2018, when it contributed more than $2.5 billion.

In the past, it and other aid organizations have prioritized the “human-
itarian imperative” to try to help those in desperate need, even if there
were problems of corruption and misuse of aid that could lead to disas-
trous consequences. In Somalia in the early 1990s, warlords abused the
system so much that the UN authorized an invasion to stop them, but
not before an estimated 300,000 had died.

And South Sudan’s war was extended for years, perhaps decades, by
the theft of food and fuel intended as aid.

There is a gulf of mistrust between the Houthis and the WFP. The
Houthis want more Yemeni staff involved -- an argument heard
elsewhere in the world where the notion that foreigners can fix local
problems is often considered absurd. But the UN group and other
foreign NGOs say they have been punished for wanting to monitor their
operations.

They say that complaints about this have led to further restrictions
imposed by the Houthi government, delays on visas or the refusal to
issue them at all.
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- Triple accupancy a.
- Dauble

Arab American Today agdl g\S,[y\il @l

Price based cn 4 person per moom.

Hetelwill be atailable during Fiaji manasik:

Ne fransportation available fo hotel diring manasik
Quiicker MED Biport Chack oul,

Aug 15t {29 Dhul-Qi'dah)

Bismelah Departure from USA,

AUg 2-6 (1-5 Dhul-Hijjah)

Stay in GRAND MERCURE hotel close to Al
Haram Al Nabawi or similar with Open buffet,
Aug & (5 Dhul-Hijjah) Depart to Makkah.

Aug B-18 (5-15 Dhul-Hijjat)

Stay in S stars hotel Movenpik or similar
[zero steps) from the Haram, with open
buffet breakfast and dinner,

Aug 3 (8 Dhul-Hijjah)

Depart to Mena in air-conditioned bus and
stay in air-conditioned up graded tents
three meals a day sofa bed and blanket will
be provided.

Aug 1049 Dhul-Hijlah)

Depart to Arafat Mountain, greeri areas,
Chairs, Tables and air conditioned tents then
depart to Muzdalefa by the end of the day.

Aug 17 (10 Dhul-Hijjah)

Return to Mena to continue Manask Al Haij,
Eid Day and Jamarat throwing.

Aug 11-13({10-12 Dhul-Hijjah)

Stay in Mena to finish the Jamarat throwing.
Aug 13-16(12-15 Dhul-Hijjah)

Stay in the hotel finish your pilgrimage
rituals and leave home.

cooupancy avaiable
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DOCUMENTS REQUIRED:

- Passport (valid for at least & moths)

- Vaccination against meningitis.

- Brothers who have foreign passports must
submit an original Green Card and new passpart.

- Three recent photographs signed by each Hajj.

- Pilgrims who carry non:lslamic names must have
a statement from an Islamic center showing thier
conversion to lslam.

- Sisters who are not married with no Mohrem OR
are mor than 45 years old must submit “no
objection” latter from a first depree relative.

- Married couples applying together, a marriage
certificate must be submitted.

HAJJ PACKAGE INCLUDES:

Round trip tickets from N.Y.

Meet and assist at the airport in Madenah.
Transportation from the airport in Jeddah and
Madenah:

Transportation betwesn Makkah and Madenzh
both ways are and private air-conditioned buses.
Open buffet breakfast and dinner for all hotels.
Three meals a day in Mena and Arafat camps:
Complementary hot and cold drinks in Mana and
Arafat

Transportation between Mena, Arafat, Muzdalefs
and Mena.

Sofa bed pillows and covers in Mena.

Wisit of the Historical sites in Madinah.

Religious Advisers Islamic Scholars (English and
Arabic speaking) will accompany al the groups.
Complimentary gitts for all Haji.

Frice based on € person per room.

Hotiel will Beauailable during Hajj manasik

i transpartation svailable to hotel during manasik.
Ciusicher MED Afrport Check aut.

@ July

23 (20 Dhul-Qi'dah)

Bismelah Departure from USAL

. July 24-28 (21 -25 Dhul-Qiadah)
Arrive to Madinah the stay in GRAND MERCURE
hotel few steps from El Masjid El Nabawi with
Open buffet breakfast and dinner.

@ July 2B (25 Dhul-Qiadah)
Depart to Makkah by air Conditioned buses.

July 28- Aug 5 (25 DhulCliadah- 4 DhulHijjah)
Stay in 5 stars hotel Swissotel or similar with
open buffet breakfast and dinner.

@ Aug 5 (4 Dhul-Hijah)
Transfer 1o a hotel in Aziziah with open buffet
breakfast and dinner till we go to Mena.

& Fug 3 (B Dhui-Hijjah)
| Depart to Mena in air-conditioned bus and stay in
air-conditioned up praded tents. three meals a
day sofa bed and blanket will be provided.

@ Aug 10 (9 Dhul-Hijjah)
Depart to Arafat Mountain, green areas, Chairs,
Tables and air conditioned tents then depart to
tMuzdalefa by the end of the day,

@ Aug 171 (10Dhul-Hijjah)
Stay in Menah to do hajj rituals.

@ Aug 11-13(10-12 Dhul-Hijiah)

i Return to Aziziah hotel

@ Aug 1=(150DH-Hijjah)

Return home, congratulation on your Hajj.

“D . <=8
TURKISH | = i
ARLINES Lufthansa Emirares TATA

<Al F;rcgran-‘l.s 5145 2

based on 4 persen per rocm.
Hotel will B2 availabile during Hajj manasik.
Mo frangportaiion availabla to hotel during marndsike
Arrive Madinah First.
Stay 5 days in 5 stars hotel (Pulman Zamzam
ar similar),
Stay 5 days in Meridian Towers Makkah or
similar,
Stay in air-conditioned upgraded tints in
Mena (Tents are made of drywal material).
Return ta the same hotel for 2 days to finish
Haijj rituais.
August 16 go back home.

"STPART FROM 5‘699Q

Erice based ‘Jl‘l-‘i- pemon per faom. H
Hotal will beavailable dluring Hajj manasik: "
Arrive Madinah First.
Stay 5 days In Pulman Zamzam or similar.

Stay B days in Makkah In AZIZIAH,
transportation will be provided to the
Haram 3 timeas a day.

Stay in air-conditionad upgraded tents in
Mena (Tents are made of drywall mateyia
Return to AZIZIAH hotel for 2 da
finish Hajj rituals.

August 16 go back home:

We Provide Competitive
UMRAH Programs for 2019
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do not include: R, .
4550 iFyou made Hajjinthe lasts years.
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Fax:313-846-2221 Dearborn MI 48126
Email: wwwlifepharmacy@gmail.com

Great Care © Fast c%@mce

@ Life y

Coming Soon Life Clinic
With Male and Female Doctors
Free Delivery -

Near Masjid Alsalam - . -
Monday-Saturday :10am-6pm I Doctor Waleed Alghazali

4025 Maple St WY T1el:313-846-2000

Dearborn M| 48126 Fax:313-846-2221
Email: wwwlifepharmacy@gmail.com
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Arab League condemns
Houthis, Iran’s behavior in
final communique

An emergency summit of Arab leaders in Islam’s holiest city of Mecca con-
demned the actions of the Houthi militias and urged the international commu-
nity to shoulder its responsibilities in confronting Iran’s behavior in the region.
This came in a final communique delivered by Secretary General of the Arab
League Ahmed Aboul Gheit at the conclusion of the Arab Extraordinary Summit
held at Al-Safa Palace in Mecca on Thursday.

Following is the text of the final communique:

“At the invitation of the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques King Salman bin

Abdulaziz Al Saud to his brothers the leaders of Arab countries to discuss the se-

rious repercussions of the attack by the Iranian-backed Houthi terrorist militias
on two oil pumping stations in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the attack on
commercial vessels in the territorial waters of the United Arab Emirates.

In accordance with Article Three of the Charter of the Arab League for the
periodic convening of the Summit, the Council of the Arab League held an
extraordinary session in Makkah, on 25/9/1440AH corresponding to 30/5/2019,
where the Arab leaders discussed these developments and their implications
on the higher Arab interests. The deliberations concluded with the following
positions:

1. Condemning the actions of the Iranian-backed terrorist Houthi militias, in-
cluding attacking two oil pumping stations inside Saudi Arabia using unmanned
aerial vehicles and the sabotage of commercial vessels in the territorial waters
of the United Arab Emirates.

2. Emphasizing that the Arab States seek to restore security stability in the
region and that the only true way is for all states in the region to respect the
principles of good neighborliness, refraining from the use of force, interfering
in the internal affairs of States and violating their sovereignty. Also, that the
conduct of the Islamic Republic of Iran in the region is contrary to those prin-
ciples and undermines the requirements of confidence and thus directly and
dangerously threatens the security and stability in the region, stressing that the
cooperation relations with Arab countries and the Islamic Republic of Iran must
be based on the principle of good-neighborliness, not interfering in the internal
affairs of States and respecting their sovereignty.

3. Affirming the solidarity and unity of Arab countries with each other in

the face of Iranian interference in their internal affairs, whether directly or
indirectly, with the aim of destabilizing their security and stability, in addition to
intensifying the means of cooperation and coordination among them in the face
of resulted dangers.

4. Condemning the continued firing of Iranian-made ballistic missiles on the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia from Yemeni territory by the Iranian-backed Houthi
militias, counting this as a threat to Arab national security. Also, emphasizing
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia’s right to defend its territory in accordance with
the Charter of the United Nations and its support for its actions against such
attacks within the framework of International legitimacy.

5. Condemning the continued Iranian support for the Houthi anti-government
militias in Yemen.

6. Condemning and denouncing the continuing Iranian interference in the inter-
nal affairs of the Kingdom of Bahrain, supporting terrorism, training terrorists,
smuggling arms and explosives, and inciting sectarian strife to destabilize securi-
ty, order, and stability.

7. Condemning the ongoing occupation by Iran of the three occupied islands

of the United Arab Emirates and supporting all peaceful measures taken by the
United Arab Emirates to restore its sovereignty over its occupied islands.

8. Continuing the restriction of satellite channels funded by Iran on Arab
satellites.

9. Intensifying the diplomatic efforts between the Arab countries, regional and
international organizations to shed light on Iran’s practices that endanger peace
and security in the region, calling upon the international community to take

a firm stand against Iran and its destabilizing activities in the region, standing
firmly and strongly against any Iranian attempts to threaten energy security and
the freedom and safety of maritime installations in the Arabian Gulf and other
waterways, whether carried out by Iran or through its arms in the region.

10. Denouncing the Iranian interference in the Syrian crisis and its implications
for Syria’s future, sovereignty, security, independence, national unity, and terri-
torial integrity, and that such intervention does not serve the exerted efforts to
settle the Syrian crisis according to the content of the Geneva Convention 1 and
the relevant international resolutions. On the issue of Palestine, the main Arab
issue, the summit affirmed its adherence to the resolutions of the 29th Arab
summit in Dhahran (Jerusalem Summit) and the resolutions of the 30th Arab
summit in Tunisia”.
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‘A war on war’: how Leb-
anon’s former civil war
fighters are building a
movement for peace

Shadi Aladdine

With the end of the Lebanese Civil War in 1990, a clear need
emerged for the construction of new cultural and political move-
ments that could critically review the experience of the conflict,
while questioning the broader issues which constituted the basis

of the fighting.

Many such experiments would subsequently emerge — with the
most notable perhaps being that undertaken since 2013 by a
group of former combatants who spanned Lebanon’s wartime
political spectrum. The former fighters would call their gathering
the “Fighters for Peace” (FPP), an association which would quickly
expand beyond the domain of former fighters to encompass
cultural and social figures, experts in psychology and sociology, as

well as cinema directors and journalists.

The association aims to dissemble — on all levels — what Lebanon’s
age of war produced: proceeding first from the rationale that the
end of the war is not brou“The trauma of the past and the crisis

of the regime”

Saab points to what he describes as the false “polemical relation-
ship” with the past - stating that the main reason he participated
in the war was the “historical trauma” which governed the mind.
“When your family tell you of the heroics of your ancestors in the
revolution against the French and tell you about the Palestinian
cause, [it meant] | did not hesitate to carry a weapon in defence
of the Palestinian revolution in 1973 when the very first clashes

broke out,” he says.

Saab proceeds to talk of the general crisis of the Lebanese regime,
which set up an acute form of centralism that strongly favoured

the cities.

“We are among the thousands of families who were displaced
during the 1950s from the countryside in search of bread, and
herein lies the problem of the regime itself in its centralism that
distributed people into the cities and especially Beirut, which
allowed for the formation of pockets around Beirut which were

m

later nicknamed ‘the belts of misery,” he says.

While the concept of achieving change through the barrel of
the gun was the prevailing creed at the time, Saab nonetheless
refuses to cite this to “justify [my] militarisation and entering the

fighting.”

Returning to the present day and his role in the post-war era, Saab
says that his ‘Fighters for Peace’ association is not a political party,
but a collective of individuals from various political backgrounds,
who found a common space where they could work for peace-
building in an atmosphere of pluralism and diversity.

“Within this diverse context we are carrying out this experiment
with the aim of peacebuilding, whereas if we had met before it

would have been on the field of battle,” he says.
Fouad Dirani: the fall of illusions

On the other hand, university professor and another employee

at the Ministry of Displaced People, Fouad Dirani, says that he
rejects any readings of his wartime experience which are based on
the dualism of justification and self-reproach -insisting instead on

following a critical approach.

Recounting his experience of the war to Raseef22, which entailed
him fighting with the Lebanese Communist Action Organisation,
Dirani says: “I used to think that | would liberate Palestine in the
war and build a more just Lebanon, but our efforts quickly faltered
at the start with the assassination of the leader Kamal Jumblatt.”

To read the rest of the article go to:
https://raseef22.com
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Soldiers walk past a mosque damaged by a Sinhalese Buddhist mob in Digana, Kandy

Watch: Sri Lanka declares state of emergency
as mobs attack Muslim communities

Sri Lanka declares a state of emer-
gency after mob attacks on Muslim
communities by hardline Buddhists.
A curfew has been put in place in the
central district of Kandy after groups
of Buddhists attacked Muslim-owned
businesses, homes and a mosque.
Soldiers will be deployed in civil-

ian areas for an initial ten days, as
authorities fear further clashes and
potential retaliation.

A young Muslim man’s body was
found in a burned- out building on
Tuesday.

Muslims make up just under 10% of
the population, which is nearly 70%
Sinhalese Buddhist.

National identity

Tensions between the two groups
have grown in Sri Lanka since 2012,

said to be fuelled by Buddhist ex-
tremists and backed by the national-
ist Buddhist organisation, Bodu Bala
Sena (BBS).

The BBS was founded by monks in
2012 and is based at a Buddhist cul-
tural centre in the Sri Lankan capital,
Colombo.

BBS supporters accuse Muslims of
forcing people to convert to Islam
and of vandalising religious sites.
They are also unhappy with the
amount of displaced Rohingya seek-
ing asylum in Sri Lanka, after fleeing
persecution in mostly Buddhist
Myanmar.

In September, the United Nations
raised concern for the safety of
Rohingya Muslim asylum seekers in
Sri Lanka after Buddhist monks and
hardline nationalists forced them to
flee a U.N. shelter in Colombo.

‘Hold accountable’

Human rights group Amnesty Interna-
tional warned that the state of emer-
gency would give the government a
series of sweeping powers including
to search, arrest, and detain.
Amnesty International’s South Asia
Director said in a statement: “It

is important that the authorities

take action against mobs who have
incited hatred and carried out acts of
violence against religious minorities.
They have a duty to protect vulnera-
ble groups and hold the perpetrators
accountable. But a state of emergen-
cy must not become a pretext for
further human rights abuses”

The country was under a de-
cades-long state of emergency during
the civil war- when the government
fought Tamil rebels.

Sinhalese Buddhist rioters burn a Muslim house in Digana, Kandy. Photo credit: Daily Express
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3. It displays the readiness of building strong relation-
ships with others.

All of the above meanings reflect the real message

of Islam, which took its name from the Arabic word
“salam”, peace. It aims to create an atmosphere which
is full of peace and love and empty from disagree-
ment, and hatred. Naturally, if people’s emotions

and interests haven’t been organized and limited

to a certain extent, lots of moral and psychological
problems may occur. For this reason, while greeting,
Islam has permitted people to shake hands with
others from their sex only, i.e. men
are not allowed to shake hands
with women. However, they are
allowed to shake hands with their
mothers, wives, sisters, aunts, and
grandmothers.

By examining some scientific
discoveries behind why men
shouldn’t shake hands with wom-

in each human body. If a man touches a woman for
the sake of greeting, these, cells will be activated and
thus increases sexual desire. This is due to the neural
connection between the nerves of sexual desire and
touching, hearing, sight, and smell senses.
NOW, give your mind some time to think of what
might happen to humanity if everyone follows his
desires without any limits?
RELATIONSHIPS WITH OTHERS
The need for socialization and
being connected to a group
of people is innate. This is
because a person can't live
alone during the course of
his life. If he/she does so,
lots of psychological dis-
eases will attack him/
her. So, Islam has
given instructions to
arrange a person’s
relationships with
people surrounding
him/ her. The follow-

ing are some of these relationships.

RELATIONSHIPS WITH PARENTS

Parents have a great position in Islam because of their
significant role and effort to raise “good” children.
Allah has ordered Muslims to respectfully obey their
parents. He said in chapter fifteen of the Holy Quran
(which means):” Thy Lord hath decreed, that ye
worship non save him, and (that ye show) kindness to
parents. If one of them or both of them attain old age
with thee, say not “Fie” unto them nor repulse them,
but speak unto them a gracious word.”

Since Islam appreciates the essential role of mothers
starting from pregnancy, it puts them in a higher

rank than fathers. One day, a man asked the prophet
(PBUH) about who deserved his companionship. The
prophet answered: “your mother.” The man asked:
“who then?” He said: “your mother.” The man asked
again:” who then?” He said: “your mother.” The fourth
time the man asked the same question; the prophet
said: “your father”

The Greatness
Of Islam

Islam is a religion that has spread rapidly since its
emergence fourteen centuries ago. Doubtlessly, this
is due to its well-established rules that made millions
of people be accepting Islam as a way of life. Let’s
examine closely some of those rules and instructions
to see how great Islam is.

GREETING

Greeting is a universal custom that implies many
beautiful meanings like exchanging feelings of love
and fraternity. The Islamic expression of greeting is
A'ssalamu alaikum wa rahmatu allahi wa barakatu.
(May peace, mercy, and blessings of Allah be upon
you)What are the meanings this expression conveys?

L.t shows a kind of mutual love en, scientists of human anatomy
2. Itis a sign of unwillingness of having quarrels and v ) e e, ThEm A

wars, about five million sensory cells

To read the rest of the article go to: ahlulistigamah.co
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Jokha Al Harthi: Turning
a new leaf

Mick O'Reilly

On my first day in journalism school, the professor stood at the top of the class of 20 wannabe writers and
proclaimed: “Those of you who think you're going to write the great Irish novel can get up and leave now.”
| stayed in the class, and 35 years on, the work is still floating around in my head. If only I could put pen

to paper. To this day, I'm a little envious of writers who manage to finish their manuscripts, get them pub-
lished, are successful and receive critical acclaim. And right now, I'll confess to a tinge of jealousy in having
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Omani author Jokha
Alharthi wins Man
Booker International
AN Prize

Omani author Jokha Alharthi has become the first Arabic-language writer

o . /7/' to win the prestigious Man Booker International Prize for Celestial Bodies,
to write this profile of Omani writer Jokha Al Harthi who last week won the Man Booker International a novel that deals with family connections and history in the coming-of-age
prize for her novel Celestial Bodies. & L account of three sisters.

What makes Al Harthi’s win all the more impressive is that it's the first time the prestigious prize A 4 Alharthi’s book beat five other shortlisted novels from Europe and South
and a cheque for £50,000 (Dh232,265) has been given to a work in Arabic. She is also the : . / America to take the prize, which celebrates translated fiction from
first Omani novelist to be translated into English, and she shares that £50,000 cheque el - f

equally with her translator, American academic Marilyn Booth. ;
Celestial Bodies is set in the Omani village of Al Awafi and follows the stories of three //
sisters: Mayya, who marries into a rich family after a heartbreak; Asma, who mar- ¥

ries for duty; and Khawla, waiting for a man who has emigrated to Canada. N 4

Chair of judges for the prize, historian Bettany Hughes said: “Through the differ-

ent tentacles of people’s lives and loves and losses we come to learn about this

society — all its degrees, from the very poorest of the slave families working

there to those making money through the advent of a new wealth in Oman

and Muscat. It starts in a room and ends in a world.

Surprises galore

“We felt we were getting access to ideas and thoughts and experiences

you aren’t normally given in English. It avoids every stereotype you might

expect in its analysis of gender and race and social distinction and slav-

ery. There are surprises throughout. We fell in love with it.”

To read the rest of the article go to: https://gulfnews.com

WWW.ARABAMERICANTODAY.NET

around the world and included a $64,000 award divided equally
between author and translator.
“I am thrilled that a window has been opened to the rich Arabic
culture,” Alharthi told reporters after the ceremony on Tuesday
in Britain’s capital, London.
. “Oman inspired me but | think international readers can relate
> to the human values in the book - freedom and love,” the
g 40-year-old added.
Celestial Bodies is set in the Omani village of al-Awafi, home to
the three sisters: Mayya, who marries Abdallah after a heart-
break; Asma, who marries from a sense of duty; and Khawla,
who is waiting for her beloved who has emigrated to Canada.
~ The sisters witness Oman’s evolution from a traditional,
slave-owning society.
“It touches the subject of slavery. | think literature is the best
platform to have this dialogue,” Alharthi said.
Historian Bettany Hughes, who led the five-member judg-
ing panel, said that the winning novel was “a book to win
over the head and the heart in equal measure.”

“Celestial Bodies evokes the forces that constrain us and

those that set us free.”

Alharthi’s translator was US academic Marilyn Booth,

who teaches Arabic literature at Oxford University.

Hughes said the book’s translation was “precise and
lyrical, weaving in the cadences of both poetry and
everyday speech.”

In a post on Twitter, Scottish First Minister Nicola Stur-
geon said she “loved” Alharthi’s book and offered her
congratulations.

Alharthi is the author of two previous collections of
short fiction, a children’s book and three novels in

Arabic.

She studied classical Arabic poetry at Edinburgh Univer-
sity and teaches at Sultan Qaboos University in Oman’s
capital, Muscat.
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Arabs A 3,000-Year
History of Peoples,
Tribes and Empires

A riveting, comprehensive history of the

Arab peoples and tribes that explores

the role of language as a cultural touch-

stone
This kaleidoscopic book covers almost

3,000 years of Arab history and shines a
light on the footloose Arab peoples and

tribes who conquered lands and dis-
seminated their language and
culture over vast
distances.
Trac-

ing this
process to
the origins
of the Arabic
language,
rather than
the advent
of Islam,

Tim Mack-
intosh-Smith
begins his nar-
rative more than
a thousand years
before Muham-
mad and focuses
on how Arabic, both spoken
and written, has functioned as a vital
source of shared cultural identity over
the millennia.

Mackintosh-Smith reveals how linguistic
developments—from pre-Islamic poetry

to the growth of script, Muhammad’s
use of writing, and the later problems
of printing Arabic—have helped and
hindered the progress of Arab history,
and investigates how, even in today’s
politically fractured post—Arab Spring

environment, Arabic itself is still a source

of unity and disunity.

Tim Mackintosh-Smith is an eminent
Arabist, translator, and traveler whose
previous publications include Travels
with a Tangerine and Yemen. He has
lived in the Arab world for thirty-five

years and is a senior fellow of the Library

of Arabic Literature.
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Review: What “Avengers:

Endgame” Could
Have Been

By Richard Brody

The empty churnings of last year’s “Avengers: Infinity War”
ended on an impressive, if tentative, note of loss: a batch
of beloved characters was reduced to ashes, murdered

by Thanos (Josh Brolin), who, enabled by his possession
of the six Infinity Stones, also killed half of all other living
beings. The sense of grief, though, felt brazenly manipu-
lative; given that the reversibility of time was planted as a
plot element in the film, it was a foregone conclusion that
these heroes would somehow be coming back in the next
“Avengers” installment. As it turns out, the effort to bring
them back is the story of “Avengers: Endgame,” the last
film in the series.

The new movie (directed by Anthony and Joe Russo, as
was its predecessor) prolongs the melancholy mood with
which “Infinity War” ended. Despite its surges of superhe-
roics and numbingly vague and grandiose battle scenes,
“Endgame” is primarily in the elegiac mode—even if its
principal strain of mourning is reserved not for the fate

of individual characters but for the Avengers cycle itself.
From the start, “Endgame” links to the previous film with
a series of deaths and near-deaths, a new mourning and

a narrow escape, and finds a group of surviving Avengers,
twenty-three days after Thanos's massacre, preparing a
new mission. But Tony Stark (Robert Downey, Jr.), a.k.a.,
Iron Man, who is still grieving the death of Peter Parker in
the previous film, erupts with Homeric wrath at his com-
panions, especially at Steve Rogers (Chris Evans), a.k.a.,
Captain America. Tony wants no part of the mission—or of
the Avengers.

The action then leaps five years ahead, when the survivors
of Thanos’s campaign inhabit cities in ruins. But the re-
maining Avengers have yet another plan, this one suggest-
ed by Scott Lang
(Paul Rudd), a.k.a.
Ant-Man, to send
the entire group
back in time to
recover Thanos'’s
stones and undo
his murders. (It's
inspired by Scott’s
time-warping
journey, in infin-
itesimal form,

to the so-called
quantum realm,
in “Ant-Man

and the Wasp.”) The science on hand isn’t good enough,
though, and they need the help of the visionary inventor
Tony, who at first turns them down again. He’s living in a
quiet country house with Pepper Potts (Gwyneth Paltrow)
and their young daughter, appreciating what he considers
his “second chance.” But Tony’s sense of guilt at the

death of Peter Parker spurs him back into action, sparks
his reconciliation with his cohorts, and gives rise to the
time-travel adventures at the core of the drama.

The combination of superheroic battle, sentimental
reunions, and time travel suggests, oddly, the classic genre
of metaphysical military romance (“A Guy Named Joe,”

for instance, which was remade by Steven Spielberg as
“Always”). The pointed emotionalism in this premise—the
return to the past, the redemption of failures, the repair-
ing of old bonds and the forging of new ones—suggests
that a resonant film might have emerged from “Endgame.”
Some scenes have a strong melodramatic authority, and
there are a few situations that induce an inspired aura of
the uncanny. But these moments get lost in the movie’s
stiflingly rigid yet bloated three-hour span. The Russos
have peculiarly little sense of visual pleasure, little sense of
beauty, little sense of metaphor, little aptitude for texture
or composition; their spectacular conceit is purely one of
scale, which is why their finest moments are quiet and
dramatic ones. (For instance, there’s nothing here to rival
the phantasmagoria of “Ant-Man” or “Doctor Strange,” let
alone the thrilling political symbolism of “Black Panther.”)

To read the rest of the article go to: www.newyorker.com
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‘A Land Without Jasmine’
puts on stage plight of
Yemeni women

LONDON -Karen Dabrowska - “A Land Without Jasmine,” the first
Yemeni theatre production staged in London, is an engrossing com-
bination of a detective story and a macabre fairy tale that takes the
audience into a murky world of unsatisfied sexual desires and magic
where nothing is as it seems.

The play, which ran for three days in the Battersea Arts Centre in south-
west London, constantly highlights the challenges faced by a young
woman growing up in the conservative Yemeni society. It is about Jas-
mine, who suddenly disappears from her university campus in Sana’a.

Jasmine is an individual but her experiences are those of thousands of
women and the story is the that of young women in Yemen today.

The producers at the Sarha Collective adapted Wajdi al-Ahdal’s satirical
novel “A Land Without Jasmine” into a theatrical masterpiece. Like the
book, each scene is narrated by a different character, beginning with
Jasmine herself. Much of the dialogue is in Arabic with the translation
on a screen above the stage.

In the first scene, Jasmine talks about her family and her life as a
science student at Sana’a University. She voices anger and unhappiness
about unwanted attention from men — her neighbour Sultan, who
watches her from his window and his son Ali, who follows her as she
walks to university.

Like the other characters
Jasmine connects with the
audience focusing on indi-
viduals seated in the front

. row, looks them in the

auna U eye and speaks as if her

monologue is solely for
them. Later in the play,
Nasser, who manages a
cafe at the university,
offers members of the
audience a cup of juice
and makes them part
of the story.

“| feel under siege,”
a distressed Jasmine
says looking for
empathy. “When a

girl reaches matu-
rity, she becomes
society’s enemy.

Her father thinks
she is a landmine
that will explode

between his
feet.”

As she con-
tinues with
her monologue she

puts on an abaya, which can be

interpreted as a symbol of isolation and seclusion

from society.
In the next scene Jasmine disappears. An inspector introduces herself
and complains about the lack of assistance she receives from Jasmine’s
family describing how her father cursed everyone. The inspector calls
Jasmine’s mother the “lady of the veil of tears,” who pleads with her to
bring her daughter back.
She then describes a meeting with Dr Aglan, a professor at Sana’a
University with a reputation for luring young female students to his
apartment with promises of good grades in return for sexual favours.
The other characters in Jasmine’s life tell their stories, which contrast
sharply with the account Jasmine gives of their relationships in the first
scene. Sultan, the neighbour, speaks about how Jasmine opened her
window and looked at him licking an ice cream.
In a powerful, emotional monologue delivered sitting on a ladder, Ali
speaks about how he played with Jasmine when they were children. He
was amazed at Jasmine’s knowledge of ancient Yemeni history. After
Jasmine’s disappearance he goes to the unive