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FBIl says it is inves-
tigating Trump cam-
paign hack

tions that the Trump campaign was hacked fol-
lowing claims by former president and Repub-
lican presidential nominee Donald Trump that Iranian
operatives were involved. According to Anadolu Agency.

T he FBI announced that it is investigating allega-

The FBI refrained from providing further details on the
extent of the investigation or on any potential suspects.

The investigation comes just days after the Trump cam-
paign reported that sensitive internal documents had
been compromised, suggesting foreign interference in
the upcoming 2024 presidential election.

While the FBI did not explicitly name Iran in its state-
ment, it acknowledged the reports of a “campaign cyber
intrusion.”

The Trump campaign has not provided specific evidence
linking Iran to the hack but pointed to a recent Microsoft
report detailing attempts by foreign agents to interfere
with US presidential campaigns.

The report highlighted an incident in June where an Ira-
nian military intelligence unit dispatched “a spear-phish-
ing email to a senior official of a presidential campaign
using a compromised email account belonging to a for-
mer senior advisor.”

The Iranian government has denied any involvement in
the alleged cyberattack.
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Harris will be ‘one hell of a presi-

dent’, says Biden

ice-President Kamala Harris and President Joe Biden
V have appeared at an event together for the first time

since the president ended his run for a second term and
Ms Harris replaced him as the Democratic nominee.

The event, held just outside Washington DC, came as Donald Trump
spoke at a news conference in New Jersey - his second campaign
event in. According to BBC.

The Democratic event on celebrated the Biden administration’s
newly announced deal to cut the cost of 10 common prescription
drugs for millions of Americans.

It also offered a glimpse of the pair’s dynamic, weeks into a realign-
ment of the party ticket.

The White House said some 2,300 people attended
rally in Upper Marlboro, Maryland - a Democrat-
ic stronghold.

“I have an incredible partner in the progress
we made,” the president said. “She going
to make one hell of a president.”

But more than the policy announcement,
Mr Biden boosted his vice-president. He
brought the crowd to their feet multiple
times.

The warm feelings were mutual.

“There’s a lot of love in this room for our
president,” Ms Harris said. “Few leaders in
our nation have done more, on so many is-
sues, including to expand access to affordable
healthcare, than Joe Biden.”

Thousands stood in line in the summer heat for the

chance to see Mr Biden and Ms Harris speak. Social media video
showed hundreds still in line as the venue reached capacity.
It’s the latest in a series of events Ms Harris has hosted that have
drawn large crowds of supporters, marking a noticeable shift in en-
ergy in the presidential race.

Ms Harris, however, has largely avoided media questions and has
yet to sit down for an interview since becoming her party’s can-
didate.

Her supporters’ enthusiasm is showing up in polling data, too. A
recent survey from the Cook Political Report suggests Ms Harris is
erasing former President Donald Trump’s polling leads in Arizona,
Michigan, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin.

Vivian Strong waited three hours to get into Thursday’s event. She
hoped to be part of a historic moment, she told the BBC.

“| feel a sense of urgency to actually ensure she gets elected,” she

said. “I would hate to have another administration of the other guy.”
Before the president and vice-president took the stage, some sup-
porters led the crowd in chants from Howard University - the histor-
ically black university Ms Harris attended in Washington DC.
Many supporters of the vice-president donned pink and green, the
colours of the Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority (AKA) to which Ms Harris
belonged.
Linda Jones, a Howard alumna and a member of AKA, said their
shared identity excites her. But she was also eager to see Mr Biden
speak.
“I'm happy for President Biden to get something accomplished that
he’s worked so hard for,” Ms Jones told the BBC, referring to the
prescription drug deal.
“He’s such a good man and | felt very bad he was
leaving with a cloud, so now | feel [this policy] is
one more boost for him.”
Meanwhile, Trump, who spoke from his golf
resort in Bedminster, lashed out as Ms Har-
ris over the course of his press conference
- his second in as many weeks.
He argued that he was “entitled to per-
sonal attacks” against Ms Harris, and hit
on his main campaign themes, attacking
her record on inflation, crime and immi-
gration.
Trump, flanked by common grocery store
items with signs showing cost increases in
recent years for each, asked: “How can a family
afford that?”

Inflation in the US rose at the slowest pace in more than
three years last month, marking relief for consumers. Inflation has
been a top financial concern for many Americans.

“You don't have to imagine what a Kamala Harris presidency would
be like, because you are living through that nightmare right now,”
Trump said.

“l don’t have a lot of respect for her. | don’t have a lot of respect
for her intelligence,” he said, adding: “People say, ‘Oh be nice’. But
they’re not nice to me. They want to put me in prison.”

Earlier on US media reported that the Secret Service would begin
using bulletproof glass to protect Trump whenever he is speaking
on stage at outdoor campaign events.

The measure it typically done for sitting presidents, but an excep-
tion is being made in the wake of the attempted assassination of
Trump last month in Pennsylvania.

The Secret Service declined to comment on the reports.
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Trump says Harris wants to ‘destroy
Israel’ at ‘antisemitism’ event

“antisemitism” in the US state of New Jersey

on, as part of his ongoing presidential cam-
paign, where he was seen posing with Israeli flags and
attacking his opponent, Kamala Harris. According to
newarab.

D onald Trump spoke at an event dealing with

Trump threw multiple jabs at his rival during the event
hosted by the Republican-aligned Stop Antisemitism
group, saying she is “always demanding a ceasefire”
in reference to the ongoing
negotiations to bring a halt to
Israel’s deadly war in Gaza.
Trump claimed that the
Biden-Harris administration’s
“weakness and indulgence of
Israel’s enemies directly en-
abled” Hamas' unprecedent-
ed attack on southern Israel
on October 7.

“Kamala Harris is the candi-
date of the forces who want
to destroy Western civilisa-
tion, but most particularly
Israel and Jewish people,”
Trump said. “And I'm the candidate of those who want
to defend Western civilisation, defend Israel and defend
the United States of America.”

He also criticised the Biden-Harris administration for
restoring funding to the Palestinian Authority and UN-
RWA, claiming they both “funnel money to Hamas”, and
went to call the Democrat presidential cand|date and
current Vice President a “radical-left lunatic”.

During his speech, Trump called for “rejecting” antisem-
itism and urged Jewish-Americans not to vote for Dem-
ocrats “by habit”, claiming that Biden and Harris’s party
is “absolutely against them”.

Trump also claimed that “toxic poison of antisemitism

now courses through the veins of the radical Demo-
crat party”, to which “Kamala Harris is pandering to”,
prompting cheers from the audience.

The presidential candidate also claimed that people in
the US “are denying” that the October 7 attacks ever
took place, in a similar fashion to those who deny the
events of the Holocaust.

Expecting a win in the November elections despite
polls suggesting otherwise, Trump said he will “sup-
port Israel’s right to win its war on terror”. He also said
“wouldn’t it be nice if Israel
wins the war fast?”.

Israel’s war in the enclave has
killed over 40,000 Palestinians
in since October 7, with thou-
sands of uncounted casualties
likely buried under rubble.
Israel’s actions in Gaza have
labelled a genocide and war
crimes by experts, UN agen-
cies and NGOs.

“As your president | will stand
with the State of Israel. | will
protect Jewish  American
communities and | will put
America first and keep America safe, and | will defend
Judeo-Christian civilisation from the barbarian savages
and left-wing extremists who want to destroy it,” he
pledged.

“Together we will confront the forces of antisemitism
and we will win, win win.”

Trump also took a swipe at Alexandra Ocasio-Cortez, a
member of the Democrats’ left-wing ‘squad’ for “hating
Israel and Jewish people”, and at Senate Majority Lead-
er Chuck Schumer, saying he has “become like a Pales-
tinian” over his criticism of Israel’s leadership.

https://www.timesofisrael.com/
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US Muslim group reports 69%
increase in anti-Muslim com-
plaints in first half of 2024

nti-Muslim complaints increase 69% in the US in the first half
of 2024, according to a report by the Council on American-Is-
lamic Relations (CAIR).

The nation’s largest Muslim civil rights group said it documented 4,951
nationwide complaints from January to June. According to Anadolu
Agency.

“Too many places of higher education, which have historically per-
mitted Islamophobic speakers to poison their campus in the name of
academic freedom, apparently find anti-genocide speech intolerable,”
CAIR’s Research and Advocacy Director Corey Saylor said in a statement.
Saylor criticized university administrators for their handling of student
protests against genocide in the Gaza Strip, saying that the institutions
have become “a primary perpetrator of anti-Muslim racism.”

“CAIR asserts that the primary force behind this wave of heightened Is-
lamophobia was onset of the latest round of violence in Israel’s decades
long occupation and use of apartheid policies in Palestine in October of
last year,” said the report.

It said discrimination in “immigration and asylum” cases topped the list
of complaints at 19%, followed by “employment discrimination” at 14%,
“education discrimination” at 10% and “hate crimes and incidents” at

8%.

“What CAIR labels the Biden-Backed Gaza Genocide Islamophobia wave
continued through June, with incoming complaints not yet dropping to
early 2023 levels,” the report added.

In April, CAIR reported record-high anti-Muslim complaints in the US
during 2023 -- the highest it has recorded in its 30-year history.
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| EMERGENCY RELIEF
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DONATE HERE

LIFE'S EMERGENCY RESPONSE TEAM HAS BEEN ON THE
GROUND INSIDE OF GAZA DISTRIBUTING MEDICAL SUPPLIES,
FOOD, AND WARMTH BUT YOUR HELP IS STILL NEEDED
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Kamala Harris officially named Dem-
ocratic candidate for 2024 election

S Vice President Kamala Harris on night formally
U became the Democratic Party’s presidential nomi-

nee for the November 5 election.
She has obtained the party nomination after becoming
a candidate only weeks ago, when President Joe Biden
stepped out of the race and effectively ended his de-
cades-long political career. According to thenational-
news.

Mr Biden endorsed her as his replacement as the
Democratic challenger to former US president
Donald Trump, who gained the Republican Party’s
nomination last month.

Democratic leaders quickly threw their
weight behind Ms Harris after Mr Biden
— plagued by public concerns over his
mental faculties and fitness to serve af-
ter a disastrous debate performance,
and opposition to his support of Israel
amid the Gaza war — made the historic
announcement.

Ms Harris’s replacement of Mr Biden
has led to more than 170,000 vol-
unteers joining Democratic Party ef-
forts, tens of thousands registering
as new voters and much social media
cultural conversation.

The roll call vote to formally name a par-
ty candidate is usually done at the party
convention.

Democrats opted for an online roll call,
because of an August 7 deadline for po-
litical parties to ensure their candidates
appear on the Ohio state ballot this No-

vember.

Her presidential run could prove to be historic. Ms Harris is

seeking to be the first female, black and South Asian pres-

ident.

The stakes are high, as Democrats say the election will
decide whether democracy will be preserved in the

country.

Mr Trump has expressed authoritarian and dic-
tator-like sentiments, and a far-right playbook
from a conservative think tank — Project 2025 —
advocates ending civil rights for some protect-
ed groups and overhauling US federal agency
operations.
Ms Harris faces the challenge of trying to
reintroduce herself to the country after
years of working as a Vice President in
the Biden administration, as a Califor-
nia senator and as attorney general
for the western US state.

Polls show a close race between
Ms Harris and Mr Trump, although
the Vice President has erased the

gains Mr Trump had made over

Mr Biden earlier in the year.

A recent poll by the Arab-Ameri-
can Anti-Discrimination Committee
found that more than 27 per cent of
Arab-American voters support Ms Har-
ris, an increase from Mr Biden at 7 per
cent in May.

She is, however, lagging behind the
community’s support for Green Party
candidate Jill Stein, who has expressed
support for Palestinian rights.
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Harris leads or ties
Trump in 6 of 7 key bat-
tleground states: Poll

S Vice President Kamala Harris is

leading or tied with former President

Donald Trump in six of seven key
swing states, according to a poll.

According to the Cook Political Report Swing
State Project, Democratic presidential candi-
date Harris leads Republican candidate Trump
in Pennsylvania, Michigan, Wisconsin, North
Carolina and Arizona and is tied with Trump
in Georgia, while Trump leads in Neva-
da. According to “Anadolu”.

Overall, Harris holds a narrow lead
of 48% to 47% in those states in the
head-to-head with Trump. Five per-
cent of respondents said they are
undecided or would not vote.
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Georgia with 48% of support, *
according to the poll. ey JUd Guacgg
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The poll found that Harris gained
ground on Trump since the last
survey was conducted in May;,
when President Joe Biden was
the presumptive Democratic
nominee for the Nov. 5 presi-
dential election.
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Last month, Biden announced
that he was dropping out of the

2024 race for the White House, Ay & Jglo iy
ending his bid for reelection after "”‘P b;iuit Sucf:}f:
a poor debate performance with (LS
Trump.
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After offering his “full support

and endorsement” for Harris

to be the Democratic Party’s
nominee, she officially launched
her presidential campaign. Harris
chose Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz to
be her running mate in the race.
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The Obamas give boost to Harris’s
presidential campaign at DNC

Chicago on that “the torch has been

passed” to Kamala Harris and that the
United States was ready for her to become
president.

B arack Obama told fellow Democrats in

Former president Obama, who was greeted with
rapturous applause and cheers at the packed
arena hosting the party’s nominating convention,
said Vice President Harris would fight for Ameri-
cans, and called her November poll rival Donald
Trump “dangerous.” According to new Arab.

“Kamala Harris is ready for the job. This is a
person who has spent her life fighting for people
who need a voice,” he said.

Obama called Harris “someone who sees you

and hears you and will get up every single day
and fight for you.”

“Yes she can,” Obama said of Harris, prompting
the boisterous crowd to repeatedly chant the
phrase, recalling Obama’s own “Yes we can”
campaign slogan.

Before his stardust performance, his wife and
former US first lady Michelle Obama told conven-
tion goers “something magically wonderful is in
the air”

“It’s the contagious power of hope,” she said,
calling Harris “my girl” and saying that hope -
another rallying cry of her husband’s successful
2008 campaign - “is making a comeback.”

His turn amped up the already buoyant mood in
Chicago where President Joe Biden delivered his
own emotional speech late Monday less than a
month after ending his reelection bid.

“They shared with us how they felt, and we were
able to resonate with them,” said Mae Beale who
wore a hat in the colors of Maryland, her home
state.

“They were so real... | could identify with every-
thing they were saying.”

In deeply personal remarks shifting the focus
onto Harris’s qualities, her husband, Second
Gentleman Doug Emhoff, told the
convention “she is ready.”

“She brings both joy and
toughness to this task,” he said

to cheers.

“At this moment in our nation’s
history, she is exactly the right
president.”

With the party united
and Harris polling
strongly, Democrats
are making clear
they believe
they can defeat
Trump.

The Republican
nominee had
seemed set to
regain power
in November’s
election until
Biden upended
the race by
dropping out
and endors-
ing his vice
president.
Compari-
sons are
already
being

made by Democratic faithful to Obama’s historic
2008 campaign, where a tidal wave of enthusi-
asm carried him to the White House.

Bullish delegates symbolically nominated Harris
as their candidate in a boisterous roll call, fol-
lowing a paper exercise to confirm her as their
standard bearer earlier this month.

“Thank you... see you in two days, Chicago,” she
said to delegates via video link from her event in
Milwaukee.

Harris, who was received rapturously in Amer-
ica’s third largest city at her debut appearance
before Biden spoke, traveled to Milwaukee for
an event at the basketball arena where Trump
attended the Republican National Convention
just a month ago.

The choice of the 18,000-seat arena will rile
Trump, who has been rattled that 59-year-old
Harris, unlike Biden, is able to draw the kinds of
crowds the Republican has long attracted to his
events.

Addressing both crowds simultaneously high-
lighted that she had filled the DNC and RNC
venues.

‘Outstanding president’

Trying to pry media attention away from the
Democratic convention, Trump is holding events
all and on spoke about what he says is Harris’s
“anti-police” stance.

At an event in Howell, in the battleground state
of Michigan, he attacked what he called “the
Kamala crime wave.”

“You can’t walk across the street to get a loaf of
bread - you get shot,” he said flanked by police
officers and their cars, falsely claiming there has
been a 43 percent increase in violent crime.
While allies have pleaded publicly for Trump to
focus on policies and stop his barrage of personal
insults against Harris, he has not stopped.

On the DNC floor belonged to Biden, who deliv-
ered a swan song after being forced to abandon
his reelection bid amid deep concerns that at 81
he is too old and frail to defeat Trump.

Biden has recast what might
have been a humiliating
moment into a narrative
of sacrifice, passing on
the torch to his younger
protege.

“It’s been the honor of
my lifetime to serve
as your president. |
love the job, but |
love my country
more,” he said,
wiping away a
tear amid thun-
derous applause
before embracing
Harris on stage.
Obama called
Biden an
“outstanding
president”
who had
“defended
democ-
racy at
a moment
of great
danger.”
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Harris vows creating opportunities for
middle class if elected US president

S Vice President Kamala Harris said on she aims to lower costs

U and expand opportunities for working and middle-class Ameri-
cans if elected president in November.

“We know that many Americans don’t yet feel that progress in their dai-

ly lives. Costs are still too high. According to Anadolu Agency.

“As President, | will be laser-focused on creating opportunities for the

middle class that advance their economic security, stability and dignity.

Together, we will build what I call an opportunity economy,” Harris said

at a campaign event in Raleigh, North Carolina.

Harris said she will bring together labor with small businesses and major

companies to invest in America, to create good jobs and achieve broad-

based growth.

“Key to creating this opportunity economy is building up our mid-
dle class. It is essential. The middle class is one of America’s greatest
strengths,” she added.

Stressing that building up the middle class will be a “defining goal” of
her presidency, Harris said: “Because | strongly believe when the mid-
dle class is strong, America is strong.”

Turning to the Republican nominee
and former US President Donald
Trump, she said he plans to “dev-
astate” the middle class, punish
working people, and make the

cost of living go up for millions of
Americans.

“On the other hand, when I'm
elected president, what we’ll do

to bring down costs, increase the
security and stability financially of
your family and expand opportunity
for working and middle-class
Americans,” she added.
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From the Office of Wayne County Treasurer - Eric R. Sabree

AaSona alal
CyX19 bilo ol
PROBATE
ASSISTANCE
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If you are facing foreclosure and need assistance in starting a Wayne County

Probate Court Case because a property is in the name of a deceased family
member, please contact one of the following community partners for assistance:

Michigan Legal Services: 313-774-1527 | 313-725-4890
United Community Housing Coalition: 313-405-7726
Legal Aid & Defender: 313-967-5800

Omg dabolie 2 Lilo o daSonas JLad¥ | ELS e
a3,M ol : 313.224.5706
Contact the Wayne County Probate Court by calling:

313.224.5706
Sl buwall L foond
We are here to help!

www.Treasurer.WayneCounty.com y
313-224-5990 [
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UN calls for aid as floods affect over 180,000 in war-torn Yemen

flooding in Yemen has affected over

180,000 people since early August,
prompting it to call for a 4.9-million-U.S.
dollar aid to enhance emergency response
efforts. According to Xinhua.

T he United Nations said on that severe

In a joint statement, the United Nations Pop-
ulation Fund (UNFPA), the United Nations
Children’s Fund (UNICEF), and the World Food
Program (WFP) highlighted the dire situation
in Yemen, where catastrophic rainfall and
flooding have exacerbated the suffering of
families already grappling with poverty, hun-
ger, and ongoing conflict.

The statement indicated that hardest-hit
areas include the provinces of Hodeidah,
Hajjah, Saada, and Taiz, where flash floods
have swept away homes, shelters, and per-
sonal belongings. In Hodeidah alone, more
than 50,000 people have been displaced, with
the number expected to rise in the coming
days.

Enshrah Ahmed, UNFPA representative to
Yemen, emphasized the severity of the situ-
ation, saying, “The devastating floods have
increased people’s needs, which are tremen-
dous.”

UN agencies have mobilized quickly, with
Rapid Response Mechanism teams delivering
emergency aid to over 80,000 people with-
in 72 hours of the floods. The aid included

ready-to-eat food rations, hygiene items, and
women’s sanitary products.

The crisis is further complicated by damaged
roads and the displacement of landmines and
unexploded ordnance from conflict areas to
civilian zones, making it challenging for aid
teams to reach affected families.

Forecasts have predicted torrential rains to
continue into September, potentially wors-

ening the already critical situation. The UN
agencies stressed that the requested 4.9 mil-
lion U.S. dollars is crucial for scaling up and
expanding the emergency response in the
coming weeks and months.

Yemen has been grappling with an unusually
severe rainy season since March, resulting in
widespread devastation across multiple gov-
ernorates. The heavy rains have led to signif-
icant loss of life and extensive material dam-
age throughout the country.

According to a statement released Sunday by
the Executive Unit for the Management of
Displaced Persons Camps in Yemen, the death
toll from these torrential rains has reached 61.

The ongoing crisis has exacerbated the al-
ready dire humanitarian situation in Yemen,
a country that has been struggling with pro-
tracted conflict, economic instability, and
food insecurity for several years.
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Yemen will remain at the
forefront of countries
most in need of humani-
tarian aid by next February

continue to be at the forefront of countries most in

need of aid around the world by next February, with
the number of people in need of humanitarian aid in the
country rising to 19 million people.

A n international network expected that Yemen will

“It will remain the top country among the 31 countries
covered by the network in terms of the average number of
people in need of humanitarian food assistance by February
2025, followed
by Sudan, the
Democratic
Republic of the
Congo, Nigeria
and Ethiopia,”
the Famine

Early Warning
Systems Network
(FEWS NET) said
in its August
2024 analysis

of projected
emergency food assistance needs in the countries covered by
the network.

She added, “The number of Yemenis who will continue to be
in dire need of urgent food assistance is expected to rise from
18 to about 19 million people in February 2025,” representing
about 55% of the population.

The analysis indicated that due to the continued deterioration
of poor economic conditions and the decline in income-earn-
ing opportunities, the state of severe food insecurity at the
crisis level ( IPC Phase 3 ) will remain wide-
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suspension of food aid
distribution, the re-
sults of the state
of acute food
insecurity at

the emergen-

cy level ( IPC
Phase 4) will
continue until
next February.
She added: “If
the World Food Program (
WEFP ) resumes distributing
food aid in Houthi areas, the
severity of food insecurity in
these areas could decline to the level of
the third phase of the classification.”
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Israeli strikes on
Yemen’s Hodeidah
port ‘possible war
crime’: HRW

AFP

lions of people, Human Rights Watch says

Last month’s Israeli air strikes on Yemen’s port city
of Hodeidah could constitute a war crime, Human Rights
Watch said on.

D eliberate’ attack threatened a food and aid lifeline for mil-

The rights group described the attacks as potentially “unlawful,
indiscriminate or disproportionate”, and said they were likely to
impact civilians in the country.

Israel carried out air strikes on the Yemeni city after a drone
launched by the country’s Houthi movement, also known as Ansar
Allah, hit central Tel Aviv, killing one person.

The Houthis, who control Sanaa and most of northern and west-
ern Yemen, have been launching drone attacks towards Israel in
response to its ongoing military campaign against Palestinians in
Gaza.

“Serious violations of the laws of war committed wilfully, that is
deliberately or recklessly, are war crimes,” HRW said.

Hodeidah is a vital lifeline for millions of Yemenis to access food
and humanitarian aid.

“The Israeli attacks on Hodeidah in response to the Houthis’ strike
on Tel Aviv could have a lasting impact on millions of Yemenis in
Houthi-controlled territories,” said Niku Jafarnia, Yemen and Bah-
rain researcher at HRW.

“Yemenis are already enduring widespread hunger after a de-
cade-long conflict. These attacks will only exacerbate their suffer-
ing,” Jafarnia added.

The country has been in a civil war since 2014, when the Houthis
took control of the capital Sanaa, prompting military intervention
by neighbouring Gulf states, led by Saudi Arabia and the UAE.
Since 2022, there has been relative calm after peace talks between
Saudi Arabia and the Houthis.

Half of Israeli Jews say Israel should not obey international law in
Gaza

Read More »

The Israeli strikes hit two dozen oil storage tanks and two shipping
cranes, as well as a power plant. At least six were killed and at least
80 people were injured in the attack.

Nasruddin Amer, a spokesman for the Houthi movement, de-
scribed the strikes as “a brutal act of aggression against Yemen
aimed at worsening the suffering of its people and pressuring Ye-
men to halt its support for Gaza.”

There is no evidence of a Houthi military presence in the port.

In addition to drone attacks, the Houthis have been targeting ships
in the Red Sea they suspect of being linked to Israel.

That campaign has drawn a military response from the US and its
allies, which has launched air strikes on Houthi positions in the
country.

The Israeli military has said it stuck “military targets” in the port,
claiming that was used to receive Iranian weapons. Tel Aviv, how-
ever, has not provided information to substantiate these claims.
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Gaza ceasefire must initiate
broader int’l recognition for
Palestinian state: Sisi to Blinken

gyptian President Abdel
E Fattah El-Sisi stressed on

that a ceasefire in Gaza must
mark the beginning of broader
international recognition of an
independent Palestinian State and
the enforcement of the two-state
solution.

consequences, stressing that saving
lives must be the primary concern
for all parties involved.

El-Sisi and Blinken discussed the
developments of the ongoing Egyp-
tian-American-Qatari mediation
efforts to reach the long-awaited
ceasefire and detainee swap deal.
They also exchanged views on the
outcomes of the recent talks in

El-Sisi, during a meeting with US
Secretary of State Antony Blinken—
who arrived in Egypt earlier on Doha and explored ways to make
following a visit to Israel to push progress in the upcoming talks in
forward talks aiming to end Israel’s Cairo.

10-month Gaza war — asserted

that the two-state solution “is the
fundamental guarantor of stability in
the region.

In their meeting in the Egyptian
coastal city of New Alamein, El-Sisi
emphasized to Blinken
the urgency of

ending the ongoing
Israeli war on Gaza,
according to

For his part, Blinken briefed Presi-
dent EI-Sisi on the results of his visit
to Israel, reaffirming the US commit-
ment to de-escalation efforts and
reaching an agreement. According
to Ahram.

He also expressed
great appreciation
for Egypt’s crucial

role and its

an Egyptian constructive
Presidential efforts in
statement. reaching a
ceasefire
The Egyptian deal.
president
called for The
reason and meeting was
wisdom attended by
to prevail, high-level
advocating officials,
for prioritising including the

Egyptian Foreign
Minister Badr
Abdelatty, Head
of the Egyptian
General Intelligence
Service Abbas
Kamel, and US Am-
bassador to Cairo
Herro Mustafa Garg.

peace and diplo-
macy.

He further
warned of the
grave risks of the
conflict expand-
ing regionally,
with potentially
unimaginable
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Tunisia court rejects
appeal of 4 presiden-
tial candidates against
exclusion decision

A Tunisian court has rejected the appeals of four
presidential candidates who objected to being ex-
cluded by the country’s Independent High Authority
for Elections from running in the upcoming elections
scheduled for 6 October.

The Administrative Court rejected the appeals filed
by Secretary-General of the Labour and Achieve-
ment Party, Abdellatif Mekki, former health minister,
Mondher Zenaidi, and political activist, Abir Moussi.
The court has previously rejected the candidacy of
politician and former education minister, Naji Jalloul.

The court cited “errors” that marred the process of
collecting popular endorsements from voters.

It said it had received seven appeals from candidates,
noting that the decision regarding the remaining ap-
peals will be announced .

For its part, the Independent High Authority for
Elections said it had accepted the files of three can-
didates, including current President Kais Saied and
rejected 14 candidates for not completing the official
documents, including the required number of pop-
ular endorsements and the financial guarantee esti-
mated at about $3,000.

The authority is expected to announce the final list of
candidates after the end of the appeals and litigation
stages on 3 September.

The campaign team of Abdellatif Mekki said they will
appeal the administrative court’s decision.

President Saied is facing criticism from human rights
organisations due to a campaign of arrests against
opposition politicians on charges of conspiring
against state security and other cases related to cor-
ruption and terrorism files ahead of the election.

The opposition says the charges are “fabricated and
politically motivated”.
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Canada defends efforts to protect temporary foreign workers after criticism from UN

anada defended its efforts to pro-
C tect temporary foreign workers in

the country following criticism from
a UN report. of slavery.”
The office of the Minister of Employment,
Workforce Development and Official Lan-
guages highlighted the responsibilities of
employers and the federal government in
ensuring protections for the safety of for-
eign workers under the Temporary Foreign
Workers Program (TFWP).

“The health and safety of Temporary
Foreign Workers (TFW) in Canada is para-
mount. It is the responsibility of employers
who hire TFW’s to ensure their safety and
wellbeing for the entirety of their employ-
ment. It is the responsibility of the federal
government to ensure that employers are
complying with the program and to hold
those who are not to account,” Minister
Randy Boissonnault’s office told Anadolu.

The response came following a recent

UN report that said Canada’s temporary
foreign worker program “serves as a
breeding ground for contemporary forms

The report also criticized Canada’s han-

Noting significant improvements in mon-
itoring and enforcement, the statement

said 2,122 inspections under the TFWP

dling of vulnerable workers and its “colo-
nial legacy” effect on marginalized groups.

were completed in the last fiscal year.

It said the inspections resulted in $2.1
million in fines—a 36% increase from the
previous year, and that the number of
employers banned from the program also
rose, with 12 bans issued compared to
seven the prior year.

As stricter oversight in high-risk areas
during the processing of Labour Market
Impact Assessments (LMIAs) and inspec-
tions were introduced in May, Boisson-
nault’s office also confirmed that increas-
ing LMIA fees to fund additional integrity
and processing activities and exploring
future regulatory changes regarding em-
ployer eligibility is being considered.

“The Government of Canada remains
committed to working with partners and
stakeholders to continuously find ways

to strengthen the TFWP’s integrity to
enhance temporary foreign worker protec-
tions,” the statement added.
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4.4B people lack access to
safe drinking water: Study

cess to safe drinking water, according to a new study. Accord-

A pproximately 4.4 billion people worldwide are without ac-
ing to Anadolu Agency.

The study, published in Science journal, was conducted by scientists,
including Esther Greenwood from the Swiss Federal Institute of Aquat-
ic Science and Technology.

It indicated that over half
the world’s population
may be without clean,
accessible water, British
weekly scientific journal
Nature reported.

Almost half of those
affected live in South Asia
and sub-Saharan Africa,
the researchers found.
“There’s an urgent

need for the situation

to change,” Greenwood
said.

In 2020, the World Health
Organization (WHO) and
UNICEF estimated that there are 2.2 billion people without access to
safe drinking water.

The U.N. has recognized safe drinking water as a human right since
2015.

Meanwhile, the ongoing conflict in Gaza has exacerbated water inse-
curity, with the WHO warning of potential polio outbreaks due to de-
teriorating sanitation conditions.
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What Makes Marriage
in Islam So Sacred?

arriage in Islam is more than a contract; it’s a sacred
bond that plays a critical role in both personal and com-
munal life. This article delves into the essential aspects

of marriage in Islam, including its significance, the marriage pro-
cess, and the rights and responsibilities of spouses.

The Sacred Nature of Marriage in Islam

Marriage is revered in Islam as a means of fulfilling half of one’s
faith. The Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) emphasized its importance,
viewing it as a way to achieve spiritual growth and build a stable
family. This sacred union provides emotional support, companion-
ship, and a structured environment for raising children, contributing
to a balanced and fulfilling life.

Navigating the Marriage Process
The Islamic marriage process involves several key steps:

1. Proposal and Consent: The journey begins with a proposal (nikah),
requiring the consent of both the bride and her guardian (wali). This
step ensures that both parties willingly enter the marriage.

2. Mahr (Dowry): The groom is required to provide a mahr, a finan-
cial gift to the bride, symbolizing respect and commitment. This ges-
ture is an important part of the marriage contract.

3. Nikah Ceremony: The nikah is formalized with a ceremony led by
an imam or a qualified person, and it is documented with a written
contract and the presence of witnesses. This formalization under-
scores the seriousness of the commitment.

Rights and Responsibilities

Marriage in Islam is built on mutual rights and responsibilities:

- Husband’s Role: Traditionally, the husband is the provider, respon-
sible for financial support and protection.

- Wife’s Role: The wife manages the household and contributes
to the family’s well-being. Roles can be adapted based on mutual
agreement and individual circumstances.

Both partners are expected to approach their roles with respect,
care, and understanding, ensuring a balanced and supportive rela-
tionship.

Enhancing Marital Life with Islamic Principles

Understanding the broader implications of marriage in Islam can en-
hance the marital experience. For those looking to integrate their
marriage with spiritual well-being and Sunnah practices, there are
valuable resources available. One such resource offers a compre-
hensive guide on how marriage aligns with spiritual health and the
Sunnah of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH).

Conclusion

Marriage in Islam is a profound and multifaceted institution that
enriches both personal and communal life. By understanding its sig-
nificance, processes, and the roles of each partner, couples can nav-
igate their journey together with faith and commitment. Exploring
additional resources can further enhance this understanding, pro-
viding deeper insights into aligning marital life with Islamic teach-
ings and practices.

Source: islamicity
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5 Things Prophet Taught Us About
Protecting the Environment

Environmental Sustainability and Protection in Islam

The encouragement for the well-being of our environment has long been mentioned and
practised by our beloved Prophet s.a.w. more than 1400 years ago. In his actions and
response to the environment, we can deduce that this planet we are living in is, in fact,
our responsibility to care for it.

As narrated in a hadith, Abu Sa’id al-Khudri r.a. reported that the Prophet s.a.w. said,
oloni bid jAiib laus AAALALILS alll 1§ 6524 6914 Liiall )]
(Sahih Muslim)

Based on this hadith, one of the many lessons we can extract is that the Prophet s.a.w.
showed much care and concern towards the environment and aimed at caring and pro-
tecting it wholeheartedly. Through this hadith, too, he reminds us how we are all vice-
gerents with a great duty to serve Allah s.w.t. With great powers and status comes great
responsibility.

What better way for us to work towards taking care of the environment than through
following the footsteps of our best example, our Prophet s.a.w. Here are 5 things the
Prophet s.a.w. taught us about the environment: According to “muslim.sg”.

1. Conserve Our Resources as Much as Possible

Conservation of resources is an important practice to ensure the resources that we still
have can be kept available and have much use for them for as long as possible. As the
population of the world increases day by day, so does the consumption of the natural
resources that we have. It is a natural increase but a necessary attempt to decrease its
effects in the long term.

The practice of conservation does not only maintain the ecological balance, but it also
may lead to the preservation of animal habitats and ecosystems. The practice of the
Prophet s.a.w. with regard to conserving our resources can be seen through prophetic
narrations. As narrated in a hadith, Anas ibn Malik r.a. reported,

alaol duwoa I glally Juwinig 2.01l Lagii plug aie aldl Ja Sl §la
“The Prophet s.a.w. would perform ablution (wudhu) with one mudd (half a litre) and
would perform a ritual bath with one sa’ (about two litres), up to five mudd (two and a
half litres).”

(Muttafaqun ‘Alayh)

In this mentioned hadith, we notice how the Prophet s.a.w. was careful in utilising natu-
ral resources - as basic as water. Using a minimal amount of water wherever possible is
encouraged and is a positive approach to our resources. Even so, it involves performing
rituals for worship, such as the ablution (wudhu’) and obligatory bath (ghusl). We are
taught by the Prophet s.a.w. to practice moderation and use only what is needed and
to avoid wastage.

In another hadith, AbduIIah ibn Amr reported'
i i palail i gpe gialllai
jlﬂ pm okt u.LSUIg O Jlo Lopu ngngﬂ N JI6 20wl Sjudlaa o7 JLos

Rasulullah s.a.w. passed by Sa’d while he was performing ablution. The Prophet said,
“What is this extravagance?” Sa'd said, “Is there extravagance with water in ablution?”
The Prophet sai d, “Yes, even if you were on the banks of a flowing river.”

(Musnad Ahmad)

2. Practise Sustainable Consumption Whenever Possible

Surely, most of us have heard of the 3Rs; Reduce, Reuse, Recycle. Through this frame-
work, we are reminded to use only what we need, reuse things for the same or new
purpose and convert waste into useful products. The Prophet s.a.w. himself practised
these sustainable approaches during his lifetime.

There are several narrations that the Prophet s.aseen to repair his shoes instead of dis-
carding them at the first sight of its tear. The Prophet s.a.w. would also sew his clothes
and advise his companions to sew their garments neatly.

As narrated in a hadith where Aisyah r.a., the wife of the Prophet s.a.w., was asked what
the Prophet s.a.w. would do in the house. She replied to the inquirer:

https://muslim.sg/articles/5-things-prophet-taught-us-about-protect-
ing-the-environment
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Groundbreaking Irish writ-
er Edna O'Brien dead at 93

ributes poured in on for Edna O’Brien, the radical Irish writer whose ground-
breaking first novel “The Country Girls” was burned and banned in her native
country, after her death at 93. According to AFP.

“She died peacefully on 27 July after a long illness,” said a statement from her publish-
ers Faber Books posted on X, formerly Twitter.

Irish Prime Minister Simon Harris said the country had “lost an icon” and “a brave,
gifted, dignified and magnetic person”.

“Most people would have stopped and hidden away with the misogyny she faced but
Edna O'Brien kept working on her artistry and became one of modern Ireland’s most
celebrated and honoured writers,” he said in a statement on social media.

“It is for all of us to reflect upon, and never forget, that to reach her potential Edna
would leave Ireland and make London her home.”

Irish President Michael D. Higgins said he had learned of the death of his “dear friend”
O'Brien with “great sorrow”.

She was “one of the outstanding writers of modern times” and “a fearless teller of
truths”, he said in a statement.

He added: “While the beauty of her work was immediately recognised abroad, it is
important to remember the hostile reaction it provoked among those who wished for
the lived experience of women to remain far from the world of Irish literature, with her
books shamefully banned upon their early publication.”

Micheal Martin, former Irish premier and current foreign and defence minister, hailed
O'Brien on X as a “pioneer, never afraid to push boundaries through her work” who
helped “usher in a new era in literature and in modern Ireland”.

Culture Minister Catherine Martin described O’Brien as “a modernising force in Irish
society who fearlessly advanced the cause of equality”.

The honours she eventually received from her native Ireland included the Presidential
Distinguished Service Award in 2018.

“The Country Girls” (1960), about the sexual initiation of rebellious Catholic girls,
drawn from O’Brien’s childhood experiences, is now a marker in modern Irish literature
for its breaking of social taboos.

“The novel, published in 1960, caused a bit of consternation. People were outraged,”
O'Brien recalled in The Guardian in 2008.

“The few copies purchased in Limerick were burnt after the rosary, one evening in the
parish grounds, at the request of the priest. | received anonymous letters, all malicious.
Then it was banned,” she said.

O’Brien was born in 1930 into a strict Catholic farming family in west Ireland’s County
Clare.

She was educated at a convent school and then in Dublin where she graduated with
a pharmacist’s licence in 1950, around the time she was discovering a passion for Leo
Tolstoy, F. Scott Fitzgerald and T.S. Eliot.

In 2018, she won the prestigious PEN/Nabokov Award for Achievement in International
Literature, honoured for having broken down “social barriers for women in Ireland and
beyond”.

In 2021, France made her a Commander in the “Ordre des Arts et des Lettres”, the
nation’s highest cultural distinction.

She received France’s Prix Femina special prize in 2019, honouring the ensemble of
her work.

Recalling the “chauvinist” reactions to her first novel, O'Brien said it was a “foretaste
of judgements to come”.

“I'had not at that time read Lord Byron’s maxim that a man should calculate on his
powers of resistance before entering on a career of writing,” she wrote in The Guardian
in 2008.

“I 'have since read it and must add that a woman embarking on a career of writing
needs those powers one hundredfold.”

cultuer aolai

Arab American Today agdll @S,g}nil @l

plall ojila) gulal :duaal 6] Hla uLcI
auagoull \__,o «a,!lgj.LI g+a:JI

wd.cu.g.a.db 0‘95.9_’3.@,4:4.1 oy\:)Y5J LJJ‘303

M‘*—*-’SJ‘SM

3 (o O 95t Ayl ‘=.~S.>uJ\ Lod u\ c.»...»J\ J‘ -‘5‘5
syl Ll o (1830 3 5 ) bnns B8 35 pusls)
ol ] et 591 5,801 il L 2] ind ) L0,
Ll § S 3l e o3Le alidn TS S llin
s Olaie Gles (s 505 Fshie (sSams

Byludl @ SyLadl of 4 bl Fola| T sy g
LG w\.m\,m ool Jlos M i giitie ¢y 9t
Lg).>«.u.u 4.“ J‘ ‘M‘)LGLY“; uLs.u.u.>J| bu.>J5 “Lu_)a.“
“aslan e U yad LY @bl by & gras e o]
Oyl sl Il it Ll JUB 51 8yeSIl Bgkaidl 03!
sl @ Lesead) delioy

WWW.ARABAMERICANTODAY.NET

peas ikl 8 Ladpdl Aebis ely3) 4] Bags ssbas 3
ARV N ] foa e Ayls I LUS 3 au.r.\.ml\ u.:abl\

Lolad! 44.\@‘ u“-‘-’) «cu.-u-" J‘ LSSJ" )Lu-t.\.u-t-u dllo‘ ‘)Lo.LYB
35y %,\.N iglgyld adl r~..\le o).\\.'>)) gasadl & deJ
JUosT ) Josild bl dpans FSH1 a8l M1 JLoe¥l e
5493 (11690 4353 815> £ gammes Eilladins

(Sl daie e M\ Glus e | Ji @43\5
100 Jl.».\\3.‘>u.\\ L,LLM-MA 0955w 5558 oyb«"d
Sl cLad 3¥5u 1509 ¢ Jo¥1 3551 cLuad ¥
Lo B3] e reledans uedsd ] Joadl 2525 o ¢ SBI
130 Gle &l 35Sl cabo Juoas o 3 byl
CoR ) .4..;)” 6_551 m5 .)33J

)4‘3-" u\ MJj.ﬂ.«uJ\ @, MJ\JJ Lolad! ‘u.».@.ﬂ ‘_,.u.uJ uug
t)L«-u-é JS.! )¥5J c_BJ‘ 25 &A.).SJ uss.).u.l 4.\‘3)-“ u‘)L.uA
(oPseds 5] gy il ey Dlsy sl el
Llgy Judls @Sy Llgy J2dly cdaanesS Bl Jo2dly
SLy 44‘5) J—-M‘s M.»u.dy 4.:‘5‘, J“Mb “JJLMU

MN)L: 4.:‘3) Jué-ﬁb
sy, L,.\AAJ‘H&J 3len G| adsws Ly 53
Lusds ySA S l5_,J|JLa.c}(\uLc_,S)_‘ u.sJ\g

[ aarand wLo.u,m JL@.:}( J.s5.>u.u 4.«.‘.“.9 345}”5
QfY\SM UjS.;.uj)YjJ A )J‘P

53l Jadl 33lsa of ) Laf LS
Fa P ugS.».w U_».\!J.e.:.u.ofm
505“_]33‘_)5_)4” JYjJ 41100
30_9‘5_“.‘1‘)5)4”)7!54 uJ\
CEIEI S pald g
52bomdl apusS b i
BLSYL (plolS Slgadlg
Hhad sus L . Oleius 10 (o Bl (inaly 350 J)
p2ie (Sloy Jos S5 g 1100 LusLsy! 351521

140 :3xall - yiic aulill diwll - o 2024 guwel | 34



cultuer aslai

Arab American Today agdll g\S,g).ail @uyeall

oilcl ..10 Jl Laijga o0
<0 a9jLuodl Jlocill Jasl
" dwayull dulgyll 1jli4 6 jila

Jlac¥l sl 2asls oo el y5Sn GBI oanl Lolad! dss3l| ke
L e adlallg (s padl iyl U [5S B35Land 32501 891 3 S Ll
B33y 5eald Anage Louds Lulyuy 4ls) 36

©lilg s 8y guiill Slols I s (e 455 S § OLilgy 9 Ladlidl JouiSs
e Lasadl olalyudly 3y sdand! we HLiddl by g 8y gdindl we
(S5 By 3| (o b g .5y gl

Ly plos Dladg (s gamd] (ro Bulg g9« bilg y 4o daSLad|

.Q‘.’L}.“g(w‘g

oo (;33‘53 e adaiiinl usd 5y gdiadl we Oyl &8s oy Lesdy
oo JSI s lg s Obilyy 3o Ladlill Copsdl Hauads e J5u 7
L0 5505 (Ladg ¢ 531519 « ol by ysanng ¢ poo

J997 (e ('g,gj“” 8y gdandl e Ll Oblg, 4580 9 dasLsl) 59
Ohledls o sSIl (e S (e Bulg Dls )9 pad ©lolsy 3 Lgte iy
2yadly Ly gy 0yl 5315dls

o (0 JSI By sl g s 5 laolya 3 Lyl Lty Eas
~ou3giy laadly 3ladls Olagwdly ouydl

e J9a 4 (o (Sl and (o D Bl OLolg ) dBad il
(Al JSI Gpiulg o oyally 3t Tad5s oLty 4o LaS8I) pne &syaad
¥ (e By Aulgy a3

/ﬁw‘;mm‘«bus) QU ol oladl Lol 1S,
J..mb @-u.) u\.a.)b J-u.u (:an Lg J-MJU o< 2024 @AU.‘ Job.w
ojw\.ﬂ.!‘ gg.&.“ o0 bLU.C\ ‘U.U-'-“ ‘U‘s)JJ bbS O)JL‘> é 45)‘-«-&“ JL&.CY‘
18 sany ‘-‘-szu‘)-‘P/S-‘-‘s-'éJS‘ a3l sy G (B35l
4..|..>«.ULJ| 4.“5_)1‘5 tO_)j—uUA—U )&_9 ‘0)5.&4.1.‘ 4.\‘_9).“)) olad L>w.r).4 Meoc
Basilly ey 3-2L) y Slalyally (USRI Sl s Byl

Sl @ iyl Jlacl 9, LCJSQAU‘/M‘QMM;L»J\
U"‘-‘@-UB u\SJL«u-U O .UJ-!.“ ‘U.:J Loe 33)4 dJJj«O)gSJ.U oy‘-‘m“
gyl gl 1 st

8o OLEN! Ay g a1l cro 8y il &y o] iyl 40 455 3un
Ol o

(3 4-%.3)-1-“ 4-?‘3‘).‘.‘ ‘)L\S oyb é U‘SJLU-I-U Jac u‘ J‘ cJLwY‘ )Abu
J‘.C ub\j).“ Jac JMj £4SJLU-I.O 1697 8&&2024 (al.iJJ ofa‘.’.“ L@.’)j.!
ubbﬂ‘ KEYS bl.t = @cﬂ.“gJ 886 0)5.JJ\ oln ‘3 45)[-«41\ 035-«&;1\
Sblgy B3 ‘_g 45)‘.-»4 1773 <2023 ‘aLC (3 O ‘4.»‘5) 437 3y g-caad|
Ll 40)5...4.\1‘ J»\.C ULM‘)AJ‘ 443 Lg 45)\..&.4 914 ‘03‘9..4-\41‘ J\.C UL\.\&J‘
R § Bypuiie s a5 995 5ynie a3 Slg, 7 )

) RSV P TSROV

Lo <
Katara

du=ll algll 1jlis ajila

Katara Prize for Arabic Nnvel

jilgall .pusdl Lnaill Jgaall luaai
lo.0ilgs ¢pe plmi Luwipd 6 dwaill

045.4.:9.:.4.\4)4.” Jg.oY\ é’jdg&u‘ds-u
u.d..r.\ ..Lu“gp‘ 4JJ ‘5‘ O M)&J‘ "ﬂ
Lo ol (S MJ! [PRES RS
oL (e f._v.!l Yglb Lle 3330 by,
).5‘.3.!((5 A}L‘j) D)Lﬂl 4.0_‘>).' (Lu.d) vuL!aJ‘
fo 5 (uis3) (w23 e g3l
L5l (el b.»)s«yq.uus.!o.!
@3l ;Lu.uj.ﬂ (Jlgo poBu g o>yod el
at By «;,ll_s.\.llu.uq.:)lS«j‘(uh.d)
bl &g d Slans Fomy3 (o385)
G alyadly ‘P‘j A(M—D) OlS Ay s
UL‘-\-‘ u.;a MAM AJLQ.I ((od‘gad‘
O Lygay Cialel agsluss sle e
Ralg i agslomd L ool Lgallss
Jusidly Slgy Jee Jsl Juddly daboagio
8350 Ll ¢ gulimgazmg ()0 LS
o (Ll ylls Ll § QS sl
& Al Joad¥ Ay glall Lghedls Ciienss
sl a3 B3 Laagil yomall
((CLt.q.u‘((j ‘u—‘ﬁ")‘ Ygadd «c.\lj)ll((j ‘u*-‘d)‘
(S sl canad! Bl ‘j\.a.ul Labolad
&uL\.aA'J‘ c)u ((PM)‘JJ‘ 35.\.‘0 wyg
Slaislag ( J3ad Byl «agddl e gy
OlgBd (Jadsa g ¢ ponend yeomnd ¢ Bl
950 ol (5058 Bl g comnod pun s
badaly clilypad  po Al pladdl Gassag
o sead (9018 2o u-‘L’S-‘ Doy
L,J.S}( sl 4| u‘)ﬂ\w((j“,&bm
. yealy3 J)jﬂ (A ga=olly ‘J‘-’"b
3y 94l wp.\\ .»3.43.! By > Lol
Ol e Cibllol 485 (du¥! Leiades
.x@.ml\ é CwySS Lo uchu 4.»;.3‘ ayL‘»
(»M oo cJ.>‘5 u.>.uo\ [ vv.\.ﬁ)&]‘
lsyll 3 danazidl M)A”)J‘j.h”
J.\.n \yﬂl‘aUm ‘5PY\uAuMl
0o J5¥l gl G L B o Lsdle
Lgie3ls Mu»;dﬁu‘/ﬁww
(A gire daaim :Oblgy Dl 0dgd
oy QP}”{.-Uyk(‘g ‘L’a}‘g‘uu.u.x:u‘
MJ)L%G((jAPJ}l} QU)‘QY ((US‘NY‘
((‘)uyd.”((jgﬂ.uy)‘j.i.t‘)d-l ((dp—uj}”
ol (gl g ‘Jg.u.u U
ug.b((gu.\\.\pMJ«J.:»\};»\(Q‘J}%J
o ‘a.uh(yuja.d Jesdlesd walsi!
(355l -0l € yhgdll Guasil
e ‘:5.\*.9.] ((W)—d‘ DJUSJ‘ uLbj!‘)) 0‘5)5
‘P‘j el aldl asal ((t,.o.ﬂ\ (g
M yolad «Olandl 55 3\ Ly Llg)
230

3y 3l 1 yaaadl

SrSI ) 59 )35 Lo Bule s J ok
5o gl (319 1 Lol aal Uy
ool GBS (oree sege Ju3

c).’L> \;9....44 )4\_9.>Jl 0da Sax|

Lgasd 2016 (aLL ‘_u.!.lo\ u—‘-” “u‘s&-‘)-“-”)
43.\.]9_945 u‘)\.“a o_ua M)& o).vbéa.hls
REIES calel 3f sl Jlas¥1 3
pose clos] cranss o.d‘ Syl L@lﬁ}’
syl 55552 5330 (e 35Ul gyld
Hla o Byabadl « JLuisgw 5930 q.u\” o

&b Jaolad (adg,Slan a9 cagus osf
44\5)3‘4.\.““)&1‘ Syl 18 e 8yalall
O£ uge L;.\MSJMLH L gdglisen
s s s gn 1yl gz Olyguiiie
g yall Jie ool 4l e S

o Sy LB 835l ciadel Laygas
oo Yo Ciienss I Ay bl LgimsY
Olanll Ga> o b ydles Lolov cidis
75 Lo S 5o w331 alelial Ol

(dslgy 30 L33l 0dn Wjd.@,@j.cau
(dg yass.u| d (a3 JL>..,..;}H» gy L@.aA\
u.c.l.@.»»).s Byalall u-"g.w)“ e g paell
FSYI ol guus s iedysl g st s
e AaSE YLl o Lgs 35800 L
u‘-"-”*‘ ((J.U.‘r.»)}))d.mu.au@,cwjb.c
ey (B9l Ygadd ((@\5).‘\«5 Jlol gulel
(1).4.\.!15.\}«3 @J‘,.»...u\ Ol ,S3 (Sl
(e 31 Aapdiac s (£5339 sl
uuu.dau (()).‘»J‘j..\.u 5.\((5 4.\.054)‘5—!.’)—1J
memuﬁs JuolpS 0

u.l}.ﬂJl wiaill 65ila

el oY1 B33 Ly Lol
to 45|J-JL» )JJLL}( W}o L@—'».ma
Las.\...u C_;.o.v o).:L.> g.bs L,a_,;d‘(s.“.d‘

A yall S e § 25Laad] e e
L@,.{JS”M Aranyill il 350 el Y
u.a.u)lla.du)s.‘\\.@a.ne.u.-.‘mjbu
Lgd \.;.»4.;.&.!.:.54.»_,534.\.:.!34‘).‘ ol
U‘J‘M}" uwﬂj«ubﬂ‘@aﬂw‘,_ﬂ\
Lo.:.\u.chaJJ‘ul;» Busasd|

\Aﬂ\ LS delis S (3 pdiiiially
Alle (53 ©ldss cre dadiusl Lo 1301
L paad)

s el (ylall sl o g 929
ol e S Loy Aol Ly ey e
D53 Al o9 Lapians dage bl
cigiais OUS delis oluis (dSLiiw)
QMOM}\NMUL: 3&4
Ll yaally 35lls 58U ‘54‘-&“

Qo yadl OSSN uojbuul.:.uo)s; LquJ\_g
losie by 13] Y] iy o Lasll
254 by 039 IS & QLSI y39%) rawd
0 Vaams s yall SUSSH e & Tl
O3l (o 03995 Log Gadgdl QLS 2)lae
ohlasls

Syiiane 5 Aludus e ol (sl 1395 o
M‘Huwwbwuab‘gw
‘uu\.i_uY‘ \MC_\.u&P\ Jolse de3 by
I a1 3152 o 1585 ST s
‘_g‘jw‘..m ‘)5..\;.»41.’\.@4‘ uL.ub..\‘J‘C..oy
55 Y Mo Lasind 2 S 4 g
300 e 5552 835l 83501 Lilg Ml Slasse
J55 Y LS WLV Tyl § Lnans
O 9383 3yl ULL 835l 44‘3)11 Slasao
3.3?«&6.31‘;«.»\4.“5.&5«% i 200
ﬂyuﬁubﬁ‘wéw‘aﬁ*"
5355 Lyl LB S e e &
L;jSJ‘ D)JL>J‘5AM-\.MLM«5J2.U
syl FragalSOU

Juall Gnill Jgaall

L@.a:w.\).a (54‘53 J-\.u ULL).‘b:J‘ XY u.t\.\s
).@.m & Q.a‘).‘.UJUSJ‘ ‘}JJY‘ JPJJ‘ &
G e 331 (e o) Jsf /et
Lo ydd) 3Sleadl Gy puSie Lo celdd s
35335 ol e aslie Guze Sl 6,5
Slla s w3158 e el el dylay
Lyeslsh o] o o L 330 eyl
e e NI il B yaailly iy sl
gy dudsend) Al iolgs o 3500

[ s 540 3 S (2 J55-

35 ‘ August 2024 - Volume : 12 - Issue :140

WWW.ARABAMERICANTODAY.NET



Criticism Literary 24

Arab American Today egdll @S,gyxil @uyeall

afm.b Cum Qa4 ‘05 ‘Sillxﬂl U.u.mJI <l :«;‘.Ilg]i" 0Mn9) G.Ilgj

(a.hy 4.;55..4.:; LUL"‘ @&Q}S.& U‘}‘L’j“"-‘ LS Q_;S.s
s Byl LgisS

‘_:Lcs..oj_u oda JS oo Cb.h!\ agSn Ll &)544
QIS § Ladine L5yl Jaz Lo AnliSHl el
o> 3y abards s (3113 3l -l 3
1625 e 055 gl Al ¥l e J5Y1 )
Lol ey Josad o3 01 Lo Jf agm of il )
e cghssll el Sy . adassl sl ] Jis (sl
Al | & lominy b t‘\.)LL}.os.o Sds3g 4l

A 4d Qi cay gias ol (Lomdn 112) sl
.aSloc]

e 3HBIL )5.&4 of «Cb.u\ BgS» gyl oy
\A.;uus BL@.A.; J\SE“ ‘wls.“& o;‘)&.“‘g ‘UL\S.“ u—‘J"‘S
e pobic a3 cllisy mJLb.a\ el s é

JS Jleil e 5 oo (2 £, abliy s )
Lo Blg Il BelyBs 8ol 8l ()5S0 gyl el
uw‘ww‘_}&.&db ‘U.L)J‘ 4..!&5 uﬂ.dbew.\.u
Gl ol d! u\&L—u.“ d.d5| oo Sod F5ad

RUTRY PRRL RS Py o Lo Lu‘ La3sSs olslg
Lgoelys Gle JLsY ol & Obaall pUla Y5

doso L,;);A.L\ dodo 112 3 Yadsd «C\‘,JY\ gS»

wd.ﬁ}t ubw‘).;c_g.uo Cw\ S
2014

(Pt 515

e e Jaolis £555 (A S5 Blitad sl
fwnwuus,nd&@_‘fwsqud% Alls

Q‘gUJ}l’WfWLJOL&ULQjAM‘

P\w)éﬂu“g}“wdu\dw‘muug
u.dhé}@.]\ b((J#))@M\M Cgas
JWFQMmULcLQJM\M‘gJy\AALM

LJ.\JJ\J a}\.>§” e..\.hu\.m.!uk-&)).odfad| M\j)—“

iju\c_w).uuod.a\j)l\w\u;ﬂu

(o8 S lay o i il illouS (Lol e
w‘ng)J\deP‘YMJJJJ‘Ms e
(2 O 8 Lslaaly (6555 (1 astinn po J3335
J}P—L‘MA—UJJJ-‘%gj)J‘

Gsds e 1585 8 Tye¥! o Jo¥1 2B o el
B -3l s e ol SLILs 5.4.-»1\ 43.!.'>
t_aLc.s.o‘g.L\gu .\5.\.> ob}dd.wu(m.!\.@.»‘ las
S sl \md.b.uub)l\‘;dp\.m ) 858l
29 Le«ab«a@sws-\»madw&emﬁb
wepﬁ!\ uw\yu_sb).”.\rd\@sb.‘
&MM‘WL’—L“—LL’U‘WMYQ‘L’JW
4.9.\.&9..‘\‘3?\‘:&5.“6;)?‘;4-\..»&

Slail) IS5 el I Fals )l e il 1
u.‘\_> J‘th.u“g).“u\.s}.o}l.\ 65.4.:(34.4.;&”
uu\.a.se.‘.v_u\.cd\ 4.“5).“ ‘_as).!o.v ‘,Lal‘ ;L@Mﬂ‘
P! ity oot e S5 15 ol
(Oldaadl 4_‘\.@_»0_\:»4..44&. Le.!.x..ob.»u.‘.‘o
a)LuL@.Lm.’U_d\«.UL-.U .\54.».!\4.!\..“ \..4_\‘ Jbag
LIl oy Lol Dl ) Slonins (sam]
ke Ghusg Lol Il b gasdl adiall 3Ll
/52l 16 Ol 80 (3 72l gl c_h!5.>u.!
Aa LeS elangdl ladl o G dslasyl 4l

299la uua

ulijs ‘U‘..\.'>La ?ﬁw‘w\”ﬂﬂa}.‘ub«.\s
S35 ol pSan GBuS (g0 e ) L 003 00
‘u).ul.au\d\.: (L\..m_\ﬂu.a)u.ﬂ\.s.@.‘wou‘
JAMJ‘Y‘W‘)S‘JQWW}(W‘;JAJ‘
Jau‘wphou&3ﬁupb 4—’)‘5—"’ 0yl
el dym g i, OIS o1l 050 o
w‘sjgcw|w¢wd;w‘;b5]\‘;\
Loga sy iludie Jj.n.»jALbj «C\,.m u.@.S»
SIS u\.uaaw.\.!\\.@.m»‘ u—‘-“ ub‘s)-“u.agmb‘
‘_J\J‘PCAWM J.».ob..: 4_&‘.5.> ..L).%Jj& Ls..as.\JL:
w\_\bbwumwcm.U35 (dlsbe
Joe MJSJJ|}{\A.>L,\JB‘L_&).:| Ry L,;[”S
((u»wgwd\s&o‘

Jo> ozl Jalua Lils o 5o 55T 0186 @
Bagg0 8,SI1 Jan ‘3:5]‘5 3,511 e FUOAT!
o o] el (e ol ) ypinss of Js i
a1 ¥ o 4] (285 93 8,811 ) oUL SL e
I Gy a1 3 135250 (31315 e o) Lagie

A.,U\S.“u.\:u(( u.cd‘_)‘g))tm‘a.\lm.d‘b.;\.&‘
obead (oS3l )5.>|.L| 01 dicgdge (o Ja (50
~4algs

LR 5355 S (e Jsl...u.d‘ eyl Ol 1aa
AL Slbaad! of 13 « \3.1}(\ S Llgy ol

(e () 3 S5 \_u\‘;.;umu;\ 3 I

doda.ol Gl jlpml a4 :qilibus giluiyl iuiiaill «§aidly dlg;

Syl (o Lslo of Tyl oSt asly camas 3
Waaplay a5 S 59l AL o Loles Alailis
LG Lgias Y Leabiwls oy coal o was LlS) s
EERESS

xlas die i g oo 3o ] ez pw J 342
Oro oS Lgmalsd Lo il eyl o
1 U5 agas 5 39a 1,3 sl J35)
e.a\.b.”é;ya." m\).a a\.u.: Ws‘&"ﬁ‘
adLﬁJ)-oA?JLYj‘JU}A {ay 4.9)-& ;Lo.w‘dj_‘.d‘
£ Lo Janid O B ¢ AR 1 g ans
ub.\:J\glu.u.ajd.“d\u@J.‘usj.:u\m Lyl
Loty g Ly s Lo 52 4] oo
&M‘Ju‘ﬁ‘ub JM.‘LPS)J)MJ“JJJ-\A
ouuuwm..f,m,f,om@,j,cﬁ
bl

u&w\mudlmﬂ‘&wm‘gﬁeb
&\MJM‘U,M\GJMU;W L@;\

L yllg ‘543.'>5J| sl ety ‘5JJ| dw.s.d‘
eload! WJ\J\ KERUINT-T) LM_}\—LM-\-Q-" u)l.:b.n.“s
5.)‘..:‘..w JJQ.\.‘ asls .‘.95 M.LCLMj m‘g.u Q}b %
f"‘.?:"“ Eﬁ...ui.'x:“ %yd\oh@ﬂ%@aéﬂy@
Os'dc.:gﬁl‘ﬁbl‘dﬁﬂﬁs%.bo»‘gos,g
A 2 e (il oty
«3‘"’“4"“"1"“"""“ J3ad sy JI3) S abodons
Jads (3 Hloalg (1SBLS 4| a8 &ﬂ‘ $5|..\3...u.|\
m&!‘ ol aaload ‘d.b.)).ﬁ‘.u-m J\ Sl

(a3 Jasdl g ool 130 393 sl )
52l Lgad L5 il aall Dl ol e
R IR IO S PO W ERA PR S
G ISl by g s el
Jm UL\.‘.-»,

a9 ilo o) 989 Usd (£ Ll ae o
Logdlas! s Lo 4G3Ne ;y-a-u uSg.L.uJ\ Cudgild
u.bs cs.u.u." b\..a.u LGJ‘J)M M‘ J‘ &kgda.\)u“
J.»o\s.a @J‘ o L@.’\Wb ‘ajA.)A AML»‘ e
o3 Jan 444).:4.1.\...u|l.@_s.\.cc).!o.d ayelie
u\.x.“d.‘a."du‘g‘\.hw %MgdbcL@}‘”
ehau.]lua}b\.bb»d.\m\.@;}’d.a LedSlgs (>
t4-‘cLu.\.u L@.‘>5) t.}.‘»d u.\55‘)-a}" Saliel A&3
gms‘g‘\.ga.bpr@.mumw sale 03| u.hJ.h
L@J@‘ww‘ Jo) Plasys cbbalislg u‘).x
|4LL3‘J.42| by dimio 18 (S5 &l (] «Olgin Ao
J2 Lgiles Lowse Lgioals ©gao e B9l 0o 2
cla Lo I ((CL@)M o \Jda.> b-u.» o;\.>}(| ‘al.!.a
m‘}d‘b)LGMP‘JJ)J‘SJJ‘Uj-\DJ‘UjJ-\OQA
U3 901 ByesS BILS GudaS 2 Ll p] (1o
g.uL55 (L9 (9 L@.A;b.s u\.u‘ J3L>u L\>cl‘
Glgao 185, 018, dey 3l 4] CaldSy oyags Loade
Sasgdlg dgdl ol doylonse uLa.\S.o L@.Lw‘).ss
easdl LAU ‘J.L@—o ‘WL’J\j

Le_s.’)su)).oéL@.’d:JJ‘ayuL\bJLae}:.\J
UJ\MPY| u‘ ad] Jud wlad ey fogn
&Jbﬁﬁubmsl‘d.‘a.md){gm
u))l\dj\.mmuﬁu)l.:ﬁmq_‘\j‘b)h
ﬁ»‘;eﬁd«]}ué\diju‘ggd
w\_gu.cmu_d\e)a‘:ﬂw‘uyw}”
Ll oSy § as)3y

85y b gy Lsle ) Wlasy JLL sy
JsbusaJLoJmM‘)Jw?a‘wY‘ L@.ub.‘»u‘a
S (S9a> (Hgd .\de‘ %ywd\.wﬂ‘ &L>J«...u‘
5l 5L Loyl LgSitsd « JLa¥l gL o
Led sBs Ao aly 331530 4] Lenidal bjlo
Lediie dl JoaS 0 wn Ly Jou5 LSS Jde 0¥
Aoy 3hl Al Lol agasy Led p-d1 dilge 558

O rdly SU) ol X el 9 ¢4S 95 a0 Leo
Al g9 Lasls olodasls asiy o3 ALl i
«M\D}JwMML} b)huuihewtw}u
S gdls L,AJ‘LQ—«.H-&JULA—\S—“JJ)J Ll sy sy
M‘M&M‘M‘wbﬂ‘éw\.@

@ e Ualue Lgely3 Go Lp iz s Lgdoylnas
iz ol Lgalone] o 0o Lol s LSyl oc

35 (e as Ly ‘a-‘uﬂ‘ﬁ-u#‘
&3 o) 5300 103l Lpplone| e i
ywwL@.\sq.Ub\L@u;»‘ng.d‘
L@.&w‘j)w‘gwwug&rﬂs(&ﬁYM‘g
Mbw\u.mw»uh(b)u
L@_&AQJJL’JSJJ;U:}@.QLM).E‘).AJBJ‘A—LLA-\J[Q
L@.LEJLAAJJL@J)MJJAMLAMAMU}L@J“’LE
S35 o gkt ¥ Ll Lo A uags Lgiasls
m‘gtm.&.@yé@)&ubu}ﬂ.@_\aw
o g5 o STy o 2 o) e gy Ll L
tﬁ)—CLwAL,LCL@P‘LrCLG»Y‘L@MyL'.\JN
deyhe 3 Laalsl ro nSSII (5285 Loy by o5

hgly gupui
ol sy @35 (eI B B 5Sy clba
Tole Caadadl gl Blas e s o20 Olalladl
=3Il 8 sebi g Slus¥l Ol 81,4 s
oo e daloll 43 ‘..\.v.“g.o&’.tS)SAJJJA\S.\-U
ERS W] ).cLouJ yaSy clidy S gl
u.m.>.l‘ O S Lol Ry ALyl u‘c«LCJLs
«.o}:)_L\s\ Longidl
i) Olabws (5l (£3)  So3dadl gaadl i
4555 gl dly § LIS Ly i guns
g:.\ls.!‘ 4.&‘3) Q‘j.).ﬁ ﬂ&Wj ‘U)N M‘.@.u
& Mg Sblw sy wﬂ‘
uLhJc.Ju.a (_g)_g.uﬂ Lr".”‘“ u.ﬁ...ul.ﬁ.“
SUsall ol 4,5 e« \.@.>J\S.a
29 CualaS aaalye (uyS (3 el yS 909

a3 Y5 e eI e Bl AN )l

AL Liiinsy uiid] slach § Usledl 24
L5 ¥ Lais! Lo 3 CUIAS s icalad] gLl

LeSieY (o Ladlg 3Lt |l ol elyg LnolSIl LoSmILs

L3881 (e Lgnolady Ledbg (e

me,ﬁzsg‘;mm a,z\j,n,,_» o Lo

4.6‘3.3-“ OJA e.u G 4JA-‘>J.‘9 J-\Aaﬂ Jgd.a.u.o u,.ﬁ.‘.\.U

(90 B Gas Y55 il Ayl
22530 (595 oo by Joo= 593 Laiddl
£1ys & Lobe Ao J55 oy S5 s
13 Tas LS 0T J) i g « amead| Glind
LU=V 93 ‘gwb.ﬂ L.:‘).Lu mb.» oS Lenae a9
025 STy Blogany Jlaz i agils 25
Q.ad.b.’u.h‘gﬂ.\shum.;ob.cy 4.>5JQ.C.L9)J¢.“
MJU:’MN‘U‘QS‘M%(‘J‘L@-’»S 8350
029525 o 35 505 Lgre aleill Jas¥)
Gaead) 5200 555 Lol (Lgalel 852 Lo ity
‘-’5‘“" (u.u.ﬁ.x.“ LSl L@.l.o‘..u «.9‘“5 ‘L@"J

20829 ©LS Ll 7las Ledg> ree (il
u.>~.u JM\wumds‘L@;dﬂaul

WWW.ARABAMERICANTODAY.NET

140 :3xall - yiic aulill diwll - o 2024 gubwel | 36



Provision uagni

w5835 o Lgasiay ¥
el ol e sluss
Bamoll e b Jhuc
AaSIAL) ol 0 o
dagasdl (e gl dv.ul
TS AT
by (plass (pite ps
095201 (re (e 4] Loalas| 53
o Buge y Uss
2k ang Lghls (6553 54 a3l G
-J95e
T

) il ¥ &S Lo
Sl gus os
Ale g ySe il elslsly
35l elabs] e agamaladf o
Uany 08 Jadiy ¥ 3G
gl
=9 L
3 gl dilied 55 o
=k
“54..4.» QJ d.u.' e
Lol y, a.»\,n‘,u,,.,yu.u\ ui

Arab American Today agdl g\S,n_)Ail @l

jeLadl laglhad lidaao

e cLed¥ Lo LA Uy
o2

«o.\.;.u L@S)Lm\ .u)| it
M.J.w 4.\.».‘>‘ 4.1J L@.ua B2
g9l (gol5

d_,.u.dl.o m).; ‘aY\ 4.\.1.‘ cols g‘ B
ALy

CL:..A (R} ‘,Lc Q\S.\.ﬂ

MA:u u_v.m,.t L J.is‘ g‘
Soadasd]

aled ki Lo s ST
52 ls ol yeladl b,
8yl 4] 7545 oline ol Lenie
Jeolss § ane 0325 o Jo1 v
s

¥ gy 8y3sall
uéla-"*-'?)-c‘—aﬁl

‘a.e.@.uu &S a3 o Ol Lo
r3|vesy 44.:.)5 Gy yeldy assy ‘_ea
ab;‘ dao Bblals u‘ uuu.a ‘u
!

f.@.o.' A gl ality oy 3
bj\..u-t.b.! QS.AJ N é'..\..“ 4.“5).1‘ ‘g

155 lld ) g

¢ Byl Goyel o &y Lo 338)
Luyled Lyl oY

Lasls Gl /J....‘LSJ Gl
{Sye G513 L,-.».Ug.d;».s

o pballo @1 S Lo s

P s sl g b il
S i,sﬂn m}uxij:;ﬁj..sﬁ & el Ul dgrlpe 11 "’i
(i U_Ubut.\..., B> B Gk S5 u}d‘;ﬁ’;
UML""““"‘“"‘J‘ dmbd,.aa.suub.a ) U—’—‘J‘u—‘-‘-»‘:}-‘
osbeall gyl 3iad] ol ale weias ¥ SU uu u 5 e 8t me\:us:
L 55 8 o L5 T e s
s (5S13 Y Lo 5o L
Bl Gle Jazdi «fi:w gl P‘"‘Ps“‘-‘i‘m cgme Sl ol I 3L
d s ol g S " A Bymuw
a5ala sl & SBanlly 355 Y awds OIS ) 95< 850 J8 3 ) i B
@L, T N o EAWRRTR A 28> G 05 > A8 Sl A1 25U
! Sy paet Sl o el S Siadl Gyas ¥ dmLus 3 Jmsdlg a9l . 1
lwgdo b:“:jbbt“-.“ LGJL;L iy )5)_,_“_, Lg.‘»o)‘.aubuu.d‘ Saand = g 9 = ) o> 4,4943)1_4} uislji
alye Byl Jias Lo boyd oo uubé;i g\.u..\;»w\»l Goyef o8t P“” 17 8508 Lo 8 S
o M‘H;ywwdubukjs . s % . J\SS L;i'
Cmaly Gye Jol (o Bag ) (2L QRIS Bl OE
eyl 3yl Gidac s Lophie Dal> o0e
=T By Olaad 3 090
18 Lalll oS> LS
CHIMERAS o cles o
e B> dmins o> 2
. : el il 08y 018 gball 2l
My daughter says she is the Wolf Singer. onre Jo> @ a8l e IS S
She plants the vertebrae of her enemies 33 43 Las) Ll Loyl J55 ol
like seeds. She’s three. gadall aad 85 il U] éu\ LgaSs 25 3 ykas
| understand. Mrubdi&&m\-ﬁ-f- . !
: * T lag Lo i puadill 2gls
| too wear my antlers most of the time 1351 a5l gediy ¥ (A1 5l o o0 N ‘r":, o Fo2sbal
now. It only hurts the first ﬂ‘ﬂ‘ oleil) @ Lgogs 02 | """ "}” ":’W":
l.ejsbb)uu‘&»_)‘}\é‘u-c J”‘L‘P‘”’J gozate0d
hundred years. Sometimes she says: Lae L 31 o] LS 27
| was here 34 Sasasdl Slall e Goaslgll 29l
before, | looked in the forest but 508 o6l (e agasd! 35k
osB JS 025 S5 Byan (g5 i
o G ¢ gud (ro domyld] 303 435 Lao o g J 2
By Brian Sneeden o were still a seed of you, not yet, i gbo AL ariagos
so | waited. In my daughter’s i ol 5%y ¥ (3 oM G2mnss o sl .2‘391
rock garden, today is water’s birthday, J,.o\ b\5 3 p e 04-:-* )

the moon is closing his eyes
for a haircut, and my secret crown keeps
getting caught on birds. Sing

with your first tongue

my daughter, we can’t afford to be

human long.

Source: Poetry

b2 Ll 5,531 u»J RPEIET
ub\S)J‘éuJau c..u_).c)a‘u.c\}“.wy’
Logasd!

Bl gzs Byem e Yg

PR E L PSS P P PRV
el G (Silusd msly 5256 o Yy
Wb 0y o (Sl oe s

RTPYOR ub‘_u,;mu;y,
Job.ucﬂ‘d.u.w‘).cw‘g odel al8,¥1 (%)
MYS \.u.syyu_u.syu.hj

5 Uo‘-a.‘»«..ouub.ﬂ\c.um:ﬂ

4
=T sl

@J)‘ b)b US)J y Lf">
u\.uY‘ ua.u\ Bl G

8

s iS5S elsdf 3 el Ll uagm
WW)L@J‘M@M}U@.«OAY

slyaadl

37 ‘ August 2024 - Volume : 12 - Issue :140

WWW.ARABAMERICANTODAY.NET



UK climate activists
guilty of throwing
soup over Van Gogh'’s
‘Sunflowers’

Phoebe Plummer, both 22, were convicted of
criminal damage at Southwark Crown Court in
the British capital. According to AFP.

j ust Stop Oil climate activists Anna Holland and

The pair had pleaded not guilty over the incident in
October 2022.

The protest group, which wants an end to oil and gas
extraction and use, has staged a number of high-pro-
file stunts in recent years.

It has targeted the Wimbledon tennis tournament and
British Open golf tournament, as well as art galleries
and museums and a performance of “Les Miserables”.

Several of its protesters were arrested at London’s
Heathrow Airport on Wednesday as activists staged
co-ordinated action at airports across Europe.

Last week, five Just Stop Qil activists, including the cli-
mate group’s founder, were given between four and
five years in jail in the UK for conspiring to plan pro-
tests that blocked a motorway.

Just Stop Oil argues that climate change poses an ex-
istential crisis for humanity and that its direct tactics
are justified.

The “Sunflowers” painting itself was protected by a
screen but damage was caused to the frame, said the
gallery, which is located in Trafalgar Square.

Holland and Plummer also glued themselves to the
gallery wall during their protest.

“What is worth more -- art or life?” Plummer had
shouted.

Earlier, in July 2022, Just Stop OQil protesters glued
themselves to John Constable’s pastoral masterpiece
“The Hay Wain” in the National Gallery.

Holland and Plummer have been released on bail and
will be sentenced in September.
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Conservative Muslims call for boycotting Egyptian writer

Ibrahim Eissa’s debut film ‘The Atheist’

Thaer Mansour

A new Egyptian film set to premiere in -Au-
gust, written by controversial author Ibrahim
Eissa, has sparked a heated debate, prompting
conservative Muslims to call for boycotting it
over allegedly promoting atheism. According
to newarab.

The film, entitled Al-Molhed (The Atheist) has
been the talk of social media users the trail-
er, released by El-Sobky production company,
gave potential viewers a brief insight into its
theme and plot.

Citing the film’s crew, local news outlets re-
ported in recent days that the movie depicts
how experiences of religious fanaticism can
trigger converse reactions, such as atheism
and opposition to religion.

In the film, the protagonist, Yahia, performed
by Ahmed Hatem, is raised by an extremist
Sheikh who opposes religious tolerance.
Yahia, experiencing ultraconservative ideas
and extremism around him, starts having
doubts about his faith, eventually turning into
a disbeliever, which leads his father and other
fellow fanatics to force him to atone for his sin
or else face imminent death as a punishment.
The premiere of the movie has been post-

poned for almost two years despite being
ready, according to a recent post by the film
director Mohamed El-Adl, who did not elabo-
rate further.

Eissa posted a photocopy of a document on
his social media accounts demonstrating the
approval of the censorship authority to screen
the movie.

Though the trailer does not show the full de-
tails and only gives a general idea of the main
plot, it has intrigued many to watch and learn
more about debates commonly raised inside
Egyptian society over the past decade be-
tween secularists and religious fundamental-
ists on renewing religious discourse.

It remains unclear whether the film has faced

censorship from the state since the project
was first launched in 2021.

Eissa, also a prominent journalist, is not new
to controversy, being an outspoken propo-
nent of secularism with a history of criticising
extremism, Salafi groups as well as, arguably,
several fundamentals of the Islamic faith, of-
ten provoking outrage among conservative
Muslims in general.

Last year, Eissa stirred up a debate when he
called for turning mosques into schools during
the daytime, as Egypt has faced the problem
of overcrowded classrooms for many years.
In 2022, Eissa sent shockwaves across the
Muslim world after making televised com-
ments, during a show he presented, refuting
the Quranic story of “Israa and Miraj”, the
mystical night journey of the Muslim Prophet
Mohammed from Mecca to Jerusalem, as a
delusional story advocated by Salafist preach-
ers.

Egypt witnessed a crucial transformation as
of the 1970s and the beginning of the 1980s
when many Egyptians migrated to Gulf coun-
tries - especially Saudi Arabia - to find work,
with some being influenced by the extremist
Wahhabi doctrine.
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The Metaverse: Fully Re-
vised and Updated Edition:
Building the Spatial Internet

ticipated, revised and updated account of the next internet: what
the Metaverse is, what it will take to build it, and what it means
for all of us.

F rom the leading theorist of the Metaverse comes the eagerly an-

In this substantially revised and updated edition of his internationally
best-selling book, pioneering theorist and entrepreneur Matthew Ball
goes beyond the hype cycle to present a definitive account of the fu-
ture of the internet. The Metaverse, according to Ball’s industry-shaping
definition, is a persistent
and interconnected net-
work of 3D virtual worlds
that will eventually serve as
the gateway to most online
experiences and underpin
much of the physical world.

As Ball recounts, the
Metaverse is a thirty-year-
old term, and the core ideas
and technologies behind it
have been in development
for nearly a century. Only
recently, however, did this
fantastical concept begin
to leap from the pages of
science fiction and depths of national research labs to the forefront of
consumer technology, industrial engineering, healthcare, education, dat-
ing, and more.

From the history of video games and virtual reality to “proto-metavers-
es” such as Second Life, Fortnite, and Roblox to Generative Al and the
groundbreaking films and television series of the Walt Disney Company,
Ball points out that the Metaverse is already emerging around us (and
doesn’t require a headset). Still, there are many breakthroughs required
to fully realize the Metaverse, and he describes each in approachable
but expert detail. Ball also lays out how governmental policy, the philos-
ophy of Big Tech leaders, artificial general intelligence, economics, and
human rights will shape the development of the Metaverse.

Famous for his ability to bring clarity to complex and misunderstood
topics, Ball demonstrates that the race to build the Metaverse—also
known as the “spatial” or “immersive” internet—is only accelerating.
The Metaverse will endure as an indispensable guide for enthusiasts,
tech aficionados, and anyone curious about the profound transforma-
tions underway in our increasingly interconnected world.
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Iran Could Retaliate,
But a War Is Unlikely

over Gaza, which began ten months ago, will now escalate significantly after
Israel confirmed that it had been behind the assassination of Fuad Shukr, a
senior military commander of Hezbollah, near Beirut.

T raditional wisdom holds that the current war between Israel and Hamas

The day after Shukr’s death, an explosion in an Iranian government guest house in
Tehran instantly killed Hamas chief Ismail Haniyeh. While Israel publicly refused to
comment on Haniyeh's death, Mossad officials informed their American counter-
parts that Israel had been responsible shortly afterward.

Surprised by Israel’s ability to assassinate high-ranking figures, Iran and Hezbollah
have vowed to retaliate. However, they have options for revenge and many vulner-
abilities.

Iran’s options for offensive attacks on Israel are limited. It can use ballistic missiles
and locally-manufactured drones, as we saw in April. However, the April attack was
not effective thanks to Israel’s highly effective air defenses, which include the Iron
Dome and David's Sling missile defense systems, as well as its highly trained fighter
pilots. If Iran strikes again, Israel can once again also rely on support from American
and British air and naval forces.

Israel’s ability to refuel its fighter jets in Azerbaijan, on Iran’s northwestern border,
grants it another fundamental strategic advantage, as this extends their range and
allows the Israeli air force to easily
reach military and economic targets
in lran.

If Iran decides to launch a major at-
tack, Israel can also retaliate using
submarines equipped with conven-
tional and nuclear missiles that are
stationed in the Arabian Sea, right off
the Iranian coast.

To sum up, Israel has a strong edge
over Iran militarily, meaning that Teh-
ran will probably proceed cautiously
in the event that it decides to clash
with Israel directly. This caution was
evident in last April's attack following
an Israeli airstrike in Damascus that
killed a senior Iranian IRGC general.
Given that diplomatic missions are
considered national sovereign territo-
ry, Iran felt compelled to respond with
a missile attack. However, it softened
the blow by notifying its adversaries of

Huda al-Husseini

when the attack would be launched.

In addition to ballistic and cruise missiles, we saw the use of hundreds of slow-mov-
ing drones that became easy targets for Israel’s air defenses, as well as those of the
US and British forces that came to Israel’s aid.

In the end, only one projectile was not intercepted, and Iran swiftly made clear that
it considered the matter closed. Earlier this year, Israeli warplanes, accompanied by
refueling tankers, struck oil facilities at the Houthi-controlled port of Hodeidah in
Yemen (a round trip of about 1,900 miles) after a Houthi missile that hit Tel Aviv,
killing one person. Since then, the Houthis have used a new route for their missiles,
approaching Israel from the Mediterranean Sea.

Israel’s war with Hezbollah began in 1982. After countless attacks, Hezbollah even-
tually expelled the Israelis from Lebanon in 2000. The Israeli Prime Minister, Ehud
Barak, ordered his army to withdraw from the country, allowing Hezbollah to control
the entirety of southern Lebanon.

In 20086, Israel went to war with Hezbollah again. After 34 days of fighting, it end-
ed in a stalemate. However, Israel inflicted immense damage on Lebanon. Israeli
warplanes deliberately targeted Lebanon’s civilian infrastructure, destroying roads,
bridges, dams, and water and power stations. With many Lebanese civilians blaming
Hezbollah for their hardships, the party’s Secretary-General Hassan Nasrallah made
his famous remark: “If | had known...”

It is said that Moscow also warned Iran against launching a full-scale attack on Israel,
fearing for the lives of Russian citizens there. The US administration, through Middle
Eastern intermediaries and diplomatic backchannels, informed Tehran that Haniyeh
was not killed by an Israeli airstrike but by a remote-controlled bomb that the Israelis
had planted in the room where the Hamas leader was sleeping. Tehran was urged to
reconsider its plan for a military attack on Israel on the grounds that the explosion
killed only Haniyeh and his bodyguard, without harming any Iranians.

In their efforts to convince Iran not to attack Israel, US officials also warned Tehran
that such an attack would be met with a devastating Israeli response that could de-
stabilize Iran’s newly elected government and further strain the country’s already
struggling economy.

This threat suggests that Israel informed the United States that it would target the in-
frastructure of Iran’s oil industry, including oil fields, refineries, pipelines, ports, and
tankers, as well as Iranian arms manufacturers, in response to a major Iranian attack.
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Egypt pushes for Pales-
tinian Authority takeover
of Rafah crossing

fah border crossing, the only outlet for Palestinians in Gaza to the
world, after the end of Israel’s war against the besieged coastal
enclave, Israeli media outlets claimed. According to New Arab.

E gypt wants the Fatah-led Palestinian Authority to manage the Ra-

The Israeli Kan radio reported that “Palestinians and Egyptian officials have been
involved in meetings to consult about the post-war Rafah border crossing ad-
ministration.»

Recently, Hussein al-Sheikh, a senior official of the Palestinian Authority who
enjoys strong relations with the Israeli authorities, held meetings with Egyptian
officials in Ramallah to discuss the Egyptian plan, according to Kan.

Al-Sheikh also held a secret meeting with Israeli officials in Tel Aviv in July about
opening the Rafah border crossing, according to the US-media outlet Axios.
The meeting was attended by al-Sheikh, US Middle East envoy Brett McGurk, Shin
Bet chief Ronen Bar, and Palestinian intelligence chief Majed Faraj, three Israeli
and US officials cited to Axios.

The New Arab tried to get comments from Palestinian officials in Fatah and the
Palestinian Authority, but all preferred to give no comment due to the “current
sensitive time.»

In May, Israeli forces seized the Rafah crossing on the Gaza-Egypt border, violat-
ing the Camp David accords with Egypt. The crossing remains closed to this day,
with Egypt refusing to reopen it until it is back under Palestinian control, to avoid
being seen as complicit in the Israeli military operation in Gaza.

The Rafah border crossing is a major conduit for aid into Gaza, and its closure has
exacerbated the humanitarian crisis caused by the war.

Israel still refuses any Palestinian role in Gaza

Egypt intends for the PA to assume control of the crossing openly, without cam-
ouflaging or concealing its role, according to Kan.

The Egyptian-Palestinian meetings are part of an apparent plan to let the Pales-
tinian Authority gradually take over strategic locations in Gaza as a realistic re-
placement for the Hamas government, Palestinian political experts spoke to TNA.
Despite the plan receiving strong support from the US and Egypt, Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu still rejects any role of the Palestinian Authority
in Gaza.

«lt is normal for Egypt, as a main mediator between Israel and Hamas, to find
solutions for the administration of Gaza after the war, mainly because it does
not want any presence of Israel in the coastal enclave,” Hussam al-Dajani, a Ga-
za-based Palestinian political analyst, said to TNA.

«None of the Palestinian parties [no matter how much Arab and international
support it has] can manage the Rafah crossing without an internal Palestinian
consensus,” he added.

After the war, Al-Dajani believes that the Palestinian factions will attempt to im-
plement the Beijing Agreement to end the internal Palestinian division, achieve
reconciliation, and establish a unified Palestinian government capable of manag-
ing both the occupied West Bank and the besieged Gaza Strip.

For his part, lyad al-Qarra, another Gaza-based political expert, told TNA, “Hamas
will be part of this government, but it may give up managing some files to allow
the Palestinian government to facilitate the lives of Palestinians, help in the pro-
cess of rebuilding Gaza, and lifting the siege on it.»

«Managing the Rafah border crossing is a Palestinian issue and none of the Arab
or even the US can force their vision on it. So, only the Palestinian factions can
meet with each other to decide how they would operate it,” he noted.

The new Egyptian efforts of finding a Palestinian body that would manage the
Rafah border, even if it will not be easy and realistic on the ground, came in light
of the Qatari, Egyptian and US pressures to resume the indirect negotiations be-
tween Hamas and Israel to reach a ceasefire deal on 15 August.

Since 7 October 2023, the Gaza Strip, home to more than 2.3 million people,
has been surviving a genocidal war by Israel that killed more than 39,870 Pal-
estinians, according to Palestinian figures issued by the Health Ministry in Gaza.
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lizing In Auto & Work Injuries
alid Almasmari/ Dr.riyad Almasmari

today for an appninhnent

US posts $244B budget deficit in July
Total income $330 billion against
$574 billion in spending

he US posted a federal budget $154 billion.
deficit of $244 billion in July,

+Amm & Leg Paln according to Treasury Depart- For outlays, social security was at
+ DHsc Related Injurles ment figures released. $123 billion, while Medicare stood
v at $92 billion
« Dizziness . . '
+ Auto Accidents For July, total receipts, or income,
+ Work Redated Injuries were around $330 billion against to- For the 2024 fiscal year, which runs
tal outlays, or spending, of $574 bil- from Oct. 1, 2023 through Sept. 30,
lion. According to Anadolu Agency. 2024, the budget deficit stands at
Family Health Center & Rehab approximately $1.52 trillion, with
313- o For receipts, social insurance and re- $4.08 trillion in income against more
13-874-3130 . - . P .
tirement were at $128 billion, while than $5.6 trillion in spending.
9743 Conant 5t. Hamtramck, MI 48212 individual income taxes came in at
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House sales in Tiirkiye bounce
to hit year-to-date peak

ousing in Tiirkiye rebounded in July, with sales reaching the
H highest level this year, according to official data on , despite
elevated mortgage rates and high prices plaguing the industry.
Sales rose to 127,088 homes, up 16% from a year ago, according to the
Turkish Statistical Institute (TurkStat) report. That compared to 109,548
units that exchanged hands in the same month a year ago. According
to Daily Sabah.
The Turkish housing market has been mired in a slump since the central
bank launched aggressive monetary tightening in the second half of last
year to curb stubborn inflation that has plagued households.
The Central Bank of the Republic of Tiirkiye (CBRT) has gradually hiked
its benchmark policy rate by 4,150 basis points since June last year.
It has kept the rate unchanged at 50% since March to allow the tighten-
ing to have an impact. Annual inflation eased to 61.78% in July, acceler-
ating what is expected to be a sustained slide.
Rate hikes typically lift borrowing costs for mortgages, auto loans and
credit cards.
Mortgaged house sales fell 20.9% year-over-year to 11,496 in July and
accounted for a 9% share of all sales, the TurkStat data showed.
Sales to foreign buyers dove by 16.1% to 2,350 units in the same period.
The Mediterranean resort city of Antalya enjoyed the lion’s share of
sales to foreign buyers, with 878 units.
Istanbul, Turkiye's largest city in terms of population, followed with 752
properties, while the southern province of Mersin came third with 218.
Among foreign nationals, Russians bought the most houses (485), fol-
lowed by Ukrainians (171) and Germans (162).
Many Russians have sought a financial haven after Moscow launched its
invasion of Ukraine and Western sanctions.
From January through June, some 672,162 residential properties were
sold, a slight rise of 0.5% compared to the prior year.
Sales to foreigners in the first seven months of the year plunged 42% at
an annualized pace to 12,811, according to TurkStat data.
Home sales declined 17.5% in 2023 to a nine-year low of 1.23 million
amid tightening conditions, elevated housing loan rates, and a shift to-
ward alternative investment avenues offering higher returns.
Purchases by foreigners fell 48.1% to 35,005 units. That is attributed
to the fact that the minimum investment amount required for foreign-
ers to obtain citizenship through real estate purchases was lifted to
$400,000 last year from $250,000.
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Muslim Council of Britain urges unity in face of far-right riots, say-
ing that ‘thugs’ do not represent most Britons

he Muslim Council of Britain on

I said that “thugs do not represent”
the vast majority of Britons, urg-

ing unity in the face of recent far-right

violence across the country. According to
Anadolu Agency.

“We know many communities across
the UK remain fearful of violent far-right
extremist riots,” Zara Mohammed, the
group’s secretary-general, said on X. “We
know these thugs do not represent the
vast majority of Britons who stand with
us against such hatred and Islamophobia.”

In a video message, Mohammed said:
“We have not experienced this much vio-
lence and hatred in a very long time.”

Noting that she has been in touch with
mosques across the country and is aware
of the “real threat” they are under, she
gave some advice, starting with being
safe.

“First, stay safe, whether it’s your per-
sonal safety or the safety of your mosque
community center business, please be
cautious,” she said, urging people to do
risk assessment, be in touch with the po-

lice, and make sure they taking every pre-
caution to be vigilant in these “very, very
difficult and dark times.”

“Remember to reach out to your allies,
friends, neighbors, and to be united and
make sure this hate doesn’t win,” she add-
ed.

Lastly, she asked people to keep faith.

“We know our communities have been
through so much, and these are just test-
ing times, and we will overcome them
once more,” she added.

The UK has been rocked by turmoil for
days, with violent far-right rioters spewing
racist and Islamophobic vitriol targeting
Muslims, minority groups, and migrants.

The riots were fueled by false claims
spread online that a suspect arrested for
the July 29 fatal stabbing of three children
in Southport was a Muslim asylum seeker.

Authorities have since identified the at-
tacker as Axel Rudakubana, a 17-year-old
born in Cardiff, Wales to Rwandan par-
ents, but this has done little to deter the
far-right mobs.
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British amphibious assault
ships with 1,000 com-
mandos dock off coast of
Southern Cyprus: Report

he density of foreign military forces in Cyprus is increasing’
T as more than 1,000 commandos kept ready at Akrotiri airport
inside UK’s sovereign base, reports Havargi daily.
British amphibious assault ships have docked off the coast of Southern Cy-
prus, with over 1,000 commandos positioned at the UK’s military base airport
in Akrotiri, as the number of foreign military forces increases amid height-
ened tensions in the Middle East, According to Anadolu Agency.
According to a news article published on by Southern Cyprus’ Havargi news-
paper titled “The density of foreign military forces in Cyprus is increasing,”
more than 1,000 commandos were kept ready at Akrotiri airport inside the
UK's sovereign base.
It said more than one British amphibious assault ship arrived off the coast
of Southern Cyprus. However, no additional information was provided about
their exact number.
Some local broadcasters have also confirmed the report, citing military sourc-
es.
The USS Wasp, a US Navy amphibious assault ship, docked at the Limassol
Port in Southern Cyprus.
While opposition parties and some activists protested the US warship’s arrival
at port as part of the “port visits,” administration spokesperson Konstantinos
Letimbiotis claimed that the recent ship and aircraft movements are part of
the island’s humanitarian role in light of developments in the region.
According to press reports that appeared in the Turkish Republic of Northern
Cyprus (TRNC), an unidentified submarine was spotted by a kayaker off the
coast of Limassol.
Following Israel’s attacks on the Gaza Strip since October 7, 2023, as well as
Israel’s tensions with Iran and Lebanon, the media has criticized the US and
several European countries’ military buildup in Southern Cyprus, particularly
AKEL — the main opposition party in the administration.
Earlier this Augest, the Pentagon announced that the US will deploy addi-
tional military assets to the Middle East ahead of possible Iranian retaliation
after the assassination of Hamas political bureau chief Ismail Haniyeh, which
Tehran blamed on Israel although Tel Aviv did not openly admit it or denied
responsibility.
Tensions are running high in the Middle East following the July 31 assassi-
nation of Haniyeh in Iran’s capital Tehran and Israel’s assassination of senior
Hezbollah commander Fuad Shukr in an airstrike on a southern suburb of Bei-
rut on July 30.
Iran vowed “harsh punishment” for Israel for Haniyeh’s killing on Iranian soil.
Hezbollah is also expected to retaliate after Israel assassinated Shukr.
Israel, flouting a UN Security Council resolution demanding an immediate
cease-fire, has faced international condemnation amid its continued brutal
offensive on Gaza since an Oct. 7, 2023 attack by the Palestinian resistance
group Hamas.
The Israeli onslaught has since killed nearly 39,800 people, mostly women
and children, and injured over 92,000 others, according to local health au-
thorities.
More than 10 months into the Israeli onslaught, vast tracts of Gaza lie in ruins
amid a crippling blockade of food, clean water and medicine.
Israel is accused of genocide at the International Court of Justice, which or-
dered it to immediately halt its military operation in the southern city of Ra-
fah, where more than 1 million Palestinians had sought refuge from the war
before it was invaded on May 6.
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India assisting genocide with Israel arms exports: Supreme Court lawyer

ndia is assisting genocide by exporting
I arms to Israel, a Supreme Court lawyer
said.
Prashant Bhushan, who had been engag-
ing with St Albert’s College (Autonomous)
students after giving a speech, also said the
exports breach the Indian constitution, the
Hindu newspaper reported.
“We are filing a petition in the Supreme
Court regarding India’s exports of arms to
Israel,” he said.
“The International Court of Justice has ruled
that Israel is committing genocide against the
Palestine people.
“India is a signatory of the international
convention against genocide, which says that
no country can assist genocide.
“Exporting arms, which when used in this
genocide amounts to assisting genocide.”

The International Court of Justice (ICJ) has
not ruled Israel is committing in genocide in
Gaza but has said there is a plausible risk of
genocide.

South Africa brought the case to the ICJ, with
the UN'’s top court issuing an interim order
in May telling Israel to “immediately halt its
military offensive, and any other action in
the Rafah Governorate,
which may inflict on
the Palestinian
group in Gaza
conditions of
life that could
bring about

its physical
destruction in
whole orin
part”.

The order

was not followed by Israel.
The Genocide Convention defines genocide
as acts including killing or causing seriously
bodily or mental harm to members of a
“national, ethnical, racial
or religious” group
“with intent to
destroy” it “in
whole orin
part”.
Article 21 of In-
dia’s constitu-
tion reads: “No
person shall be
deprived of his
life or personal
liberty except
accord-

ing to procedure established by law.”

The state is not permitted to breach rights
afforded under the article — even those of
people who aren’t Indian citizens, Bhushan
said.

“But we know that it is not at all certain that
the court will decide in accordance with
what the law is or what the Constitution
demands,” he added.

“For, some times, the courts just abdicate
their responsibility by saying that this is a
matter of foreign policy or that it is a matter
of expert opinion and we cannot go into it
and so on.”

Israel’s war on Gaza has so far killed at least
40,099 people, according to the Palestinian
enclave’s health ministry.

Hospitals, ambulances, and residential build-
ings have been attacked during the Israeli
military campaign.
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Haaretz: Ben Gvir's
storming of Al-Aqsa
strengthens Hamas'’s
position and raises
security concerns

According to a report by Haaretz, Israeli officials warned
that the storming of Al-Agsa Mosque by two ministers
and settlers could strengthen Hamas’ position and lead
to unrest in Arab society in Israel, stressing that any
threat to Al-Agsa could lead to protests and escalations
that the current situation cannot tolerate.

The report’s author, Josh Brenner, said that Israeli offi-
cials hope to maintain the current calm and the absence
of protests due to what is happening in Gaza, unlike the
2021 Sword of Jerusalem War when demonstrations
erupted throughout the country.

According to the author, the officials denounced the dis-
regard of international law and the historical and legal
status quo in Jerusalem and its holy sites by National
Security Minister Itamar Ben Gvir and Minister Yitzhak
Wasserlauf of the “Jewish Power” party in full view of
the police.

Ben Gvir said during his visit, “Our policy is to allow Jews
to pray here,” while the office of Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu denied the validity of this state-
ment.

In turn, the US State Department responded by stressing
the need to respect the historical and legal status of the
holy sites in Jerusalem, and said that any unilateral ac-
tion taken by Israel in this regard is completely unaccept-
able, especially since ceasefire negotiations are ongoing.
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Anti-racism counter-pro-
testers gather in north Lon-
don to condemn recent riots

al English cities including London, Birmingham and Liver-
pool, expressing strong opposition to recent riots and vi-
olence targeting asylum seekers, ethnic minorities and Muslims.

A nti-racism counter-protesters took to the streets in sever-

In north London, large crowds gathered, waving anti-fascist plac-

ards and banners alongside Palestinian flags.

The demonstrations came in response to the past week’s surge in

racially motivated attacks and intimidation.

In Finchley, a lone far-right protester faced a tense standoff with

anti-racist demonstrators.

The situation escalated when an anti-racist protester took an En-

gland flag from the far-right individual, leading to chants of “Racist

police” and “Our streets, our home” from the crowd.

The incident heightened tensions between the police and demon-

strators, who demanded the removal of the far-right protester for

inciting unrest.

<It’s a complete disgrace»

The UK police said extra police were sent

to the north of England, with 1,300

more police officers on standby in

London.

One protester, speaking to
Anadolu, expressed the collec-
tive sentiment.

«lIt’s deeply shocking the lev-
els of violence that we've
seen, the levels of intimida-
tion, racism, Islamophobia,
just brutality, terrifying people
in their communities,” she said.

«It’s an unbearable thing to see

anywhere, but especially here, where

we don’t expect that to take place. It’s

really deeply shocking, and our hearts go out
to all those people who have experienced the horrors themselves,
whether it’s (local) people, refugees. They don’t deserve to be in-
timidated, to have their children terrified. It’s a complete disgrace.

It’s a disgrace in our society, and | feel ashamed.”

Elizabeth, a Jewish protester, emphasized the importance of soli-

darity among communities facing discrimination.

«l am here for my Muslim sisters and brothers,” she said.

While threats from the government and police have seemingly

kept most far-right protesters off the streets, the situation remains

fluid.

Anti-racist demonstrators continue to make their presence felt, ad-

vocating for peace and inclusivity in the face of rising intolerance.

The UK has been rocked by turmoil for days, with violent far-right

rioters spewing racist and Islamophobic vitriol targeting Muslims,

minority groups and migrants.

The riots were fueled by false claims spread online that a suspect

arrested for the July 29 fatal stabbing of three children in the sea-

side town of Southport was a Muslim asylum seeker.

Authorities have since identified the attacker as Axel Rudakubana,

a 17-year-old born in Cardiff, Wales to Rwandan parents, but this

has done little to deter the far-right mobs.
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Torture, sexual violence against Palestinian detainees ‘war crimes’, Amnesty says

detainees at Sde Teiman detention centre

in southern Israel, including torture and
sexual violence, are “war crimes,” according to
an official of Amnesty International.

I srael’s inhumane treatment of Palestinian

“In its recent research, Amnesty International
documented the harrowing torture and other
ill-treatment of Palestinian detainees at Sde
Teiman military camp and other detention fa-
cilities,” Sara Hashash, deputy regional director
for the Middle East and North Africa at Amnes-
ty International, told Anadolu.

Hashash added that in the context of an armed
conflict, torture and other ill-treatment, includ-
ing sexual violence, are “war crimes”.

She said the organisation interviewed 27 for-
mer detainees — all civilians arrested from the
occupied Gaza Strip — including 20 men, six
women and one child, who were held for peri-
ods ranging from two weeks to up to 140 days
in military or Israeli Prison Service-run deten-
tion facilities.

“All of them said that during their incommuni-
cado detention, Israeli military, intelligence and
police forces subjected them to torture and
other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment,”
she added.

Those held at the notorious Sde Teiman military
camp said they were “blindfolded and hand-
cuffed for the entire time” they were detained

there, she added.

She said they described being forced to remain
in stress positions for long periods and being
prevented from talking to one another or rais-
ing their heads.

These accounts are consistent with findings of
other human rights organisations and the UN
bodies as well as numerous reports based on
accounts of whistleblowers and released de-
tainees, she added.

Regarding the reported gang-rape of a Palestin-
ian detainee at the facility, she said the incident
provided further evidence of the horrifying tor-
ture and other ill-treatment of Palestinian de-
tainees that Amnesty International has already
documented in its recent research.

Due to Israel’s poor track record on impartial in-
vestigation, she said there must be an indepen-

dent investigation by the International Criminal
Court’s (ICC) Prosecutor’s office to ensure per-
petrators are brought to justice and to deter
future violations.

She highlighted the urgent need for Israel to
grant immediate access for independent moni-
tors to places of detention.

“Amnesty International is calling on the ICC’s
Prosecutor’s office to urgently investigate all al-
legations of torture, including sexual violence,
against Palestinian detainees. The Israeli judi-
ciary has a terrible record of failing to credibly
investigate torture allegations by Palestinians,”
she added.

The international community must also de-
mand that the Israeli authorities grant “imme-
diate and unrestricted access” for independent
monitors to all places of detention to assess

conditions, she added.

An Israeli military court extended the detention
of five soldiers accused of sexually assaulting a
Palestinian detainee from Gaza at Sde Teiman
detention centre in the Negev desert in south-
ern Israel, local media reported.

On 29 July, Israel’s official broadcasting author-
ity KAN reported that ten Israeli soldiers had
been detained after causing serious injuries
to the Palestinian detainee; five were later re-
leased.

Several reports have surfaced of severe abuses
against Palestinian detainees at the notorious
prison since the beginning of Israel’s ongoing
offensive on the Gaza Strip.

The Israeli army is believed to have detained
thousands of Palestinians, including women,
children, and medics since 7 October last year.
In recent months, the army has released dozens
of Palestinian detainees from Gaza in deteriorat-
ing health conditions, with their bodies bear-
ing the scars of torture.

In its latest report, Israeli human rights group
B'Tselem said at least 60 Palestinians have died
in Israeli custody since 7 October 2023, includ-
ing about 48 people from Gaza. The report
said that detainee testimonies demonstrate
“a systemic, institutional policy focused on the
continual abuse and torture of all Palestinian
prisoners”.
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Venezuelan Opposition Vows to Fight ‘To the End’
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in presidential elections they say were

stolen by strongman Nicolas Maduro,
gathered in the thousands in Caracas and
elsewhere on , vowing to fight “to the end.”
according to AFP.

V enezuela’s opposition, claiming victory

People rallied in several cities in Venezuela and as far
afield as Spain, Belgium and Australia in response to
a call by opposition leader Maria Corina Machado to
join a “Protest for the Truth.”

Machado herself came out of hiding to lead a rally in
the capital, seeking to intensify pressure on Maduro
to concede what she and others say was an over-
whelming win for opposition candidate Edmundo
Gonzalez Urrutia in July 28 polls.

“We won't leave the streets,” Machado told thou-
sands of demonstrators, many of whom waved the
national flag and copies of election records from their
voting stations as proof of an opposition victory.
“Peaceful protest is our right,” she said as demonstra-
tors chanted “Liberty! Liberty!” and clamored to get
as near as possible to the wildly popular politician.
Authorities later confiscated the open-top truck that

Machado uses as a stage at rallies, according to an X
post from her Comando Con Venezuela alliance.
Venezuela’s National Electoral Council (CNE) pro-
claimed Maduro the winner of a third six-year term
until 2031, giving him 52 percent of votes cast but
without providing a detailed breakdown of the re-
sults.

The opposition says polling station-level results show
Gonzalez Urrutia took more than two-thirds of the
vote.

He had replaced Machado on the ballot after she
was barred from running by institutions loyal to the
regime.

“This is a criminal government that wants to hold on
to power. | smell freedom, | have nothing to fear,”
demonstrator Adriana Calzadilla, a 55-year-old teach-
er, told AFP in Caracas, where National Guard officers
and police were out in force.

Another, 42-year-old economist lliana Alvarean, con-
ceded that she did “feel fear.”

“One does not stop feeling it, because of the repres-
sion. But we want him (Maduro) out. We are here to
the end.”

No incidents were reported from the rallies, which

took place under heavy security.

‘Hiding in a cave’

Maduro on accused Gonzalez Urrutia, who last ap-
peared in public at a protest on July 30, of trying to
flee the country.

“He’s hiding in a cave. And he’s preparing his escape
from Venezuela. Edmundo Gonzalez Urrutia is taking
the money and going to Miami,” Maduro told sup-
porters at a rally outside the Miraflores presidential
palace.

He has called for Machado and Gonzalez Urrutia to be
arrested, accusing them of seeking to foment a “coup
d'etat.”

Gonzalez Urrutia was defiant in a post on X earlier in
the day: “We have the votes, the records, the support
of the international community and Venezuelans de-
termined to fight. It is time for an orderly transition.”
Anti-Maduro protests have claimed 25 lives so far,
with nearly 200 injured and more than 2,400 arrested
since election day.

At one of the first overseas demonstrations to get un-
derway Saturday, more than 100 Venezuelans in Aus-
tralia rallied in Sydney.

Thousands more protested across Spain, host to
about 280,000 of the nearly eight million Venezuelans
to have fled their country as the economy collapsed
on the watch of Maduro, in office since 2013.

To read the rest of the article goto :
https://www.rte.ie/
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Dutch researchers test
drones that mimic insect
behavior for search and
rescue missions

laboratory dedicated to studying how autonomous mi-

cro-drones can mimic insects to perform various tasks,
from detecting gas leaks in factories to conducting search and
rescue operations. According to AFP.

D utch scientists have recently unveiled the country’s first

This facility, known as the “Swarm Lab,” is located at Delft Uni-
versity of Technology (TU Delft). The researchers’ goal is to get a
swarm of 100 small “autonomous flying” drones airborne to per-
form round-the-clock missions. This means the drones can land on
charging pods by themselves, take off again, and continue flying
without human intervention.

Guido de Croon, a lead researcher at TU Delft’s Swarm Lab, said:
“We aim not only to make these robots aware of each other but
also to collaborate on complex tasks.” For instance, micro-drones
weighing as much as a golf ball or an egg can “sniff out” gas leaks
in factories.

A swarm of autonomous drones equipped with gas detection sen-
sors can fly autonomously in a factory until one detects a trace of
gas. It will then follow the gas’s “scent” while using its onboard sen-
sors to “summon” other drones to assist in the search. De Croon
said: “Similarly, drone swarms could be used to detect forest fires
or continuously assist in search and rescue operations over large
areas.”

Scientists are studying the swarm behaviors of bees and ants, or
the activities of bird flocks, to program their drone swarms to mim-
ic these behaviors. De Croon explained: “The concept of drone
swarm technology is that when we observe nature, we see animals
like ants, which might not be smart individually, but together they
can achieve things that individuals cannot. We want to inject the
same capabilities into our robots.”

However, scientists also acknowledge some challenges. De Croon
noted during a technical demonstration at the Swarm Lab: “Swarm-
ing is a complex system. While individual robots in a swarm can
perform simple tasks, predicting the behavior of the entire swarm
using these simple rules is actually quite difficult.” The small size of
the robots also limits the application of technologies such as sen-
sors and onboard computing power in micro-drones.

Currently, the drones in the Swarm Lab still rely on externally
mounted cameras to transmit their position information within the
swarm to the flying drones. However, researchers have developed
technology that allows robots to perceive each other without ex-
ternal assistance.
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Lenovo Legion
R27qc-30 gaming mon-
itor with curved 2K
180 Hz screen

itor, which is equipped with a curved VA panel with a

diagonal of 27 inches and a 2K resolution. The monitor
has a 180Hz refresh rate, making it a great choice for gamers,
and the 1500R curvature enhances the immersive effect. Ac-
cording to hi-tech website.

L enovo has announced the Legion R27qc-30 gaming mon-

The aspect ratio of the screen is 16:9 and the response time
is only 0.5ms, which minimizes lags and blurring of the image.

The monitor supports AMD FreeSync technology, which en-
sures a smooth change of frames without breaks and artifacts.
The contrast of the screen is 1000:1, and the TUV Rheinland
certification confirms the reduction of eye strain.

The Lenovo Legion R27qc-30 is equipped with various ports
and an adjustable stand that allows you to adjust the angle and
height of the monitor. The weight of the device is 6.1 kg.water-
marklt is currently available in China for $195, but there is no
word on global availability yet.

This summer, Lenovo also announced a new gaming monitor
under the Lecoo brand, named Lecoo K2739GQL. This monitor
is equipped with a 27-inch Fast IPS display with a resolution
of 2560x1440 pixels and a refresh rate of 360 Hz. It supports
Adaptive Sync and G-SYNC technologies, which ensures smooth
gameplay without interruptions and lags.

Key features of the Lecoo K2739GQL include:

Viewing angle: 178 degrees

Brightness: 400 nits

Contrast: 1000:1

10-bit color support

Color coverage: 134.44% sRGB and 101.21% DCI-P3
Panel response time: 1ms

The monitor weighs 6.9 kg and is equipped with several ports,
including HDMI 2.1, DP 1.4, USB-A 3.0, USB-B 3.0 and a 3.5 mm
jack. It also comes with an adjustable stand that allows you to
customize it to suit the user’s individual preferences.
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These 10 Fanny Packs
Let You Carry Your Ne-
cessities in Style

anny Packs used to catch a bad rep for their touristy aesthet-
F ic. While some folks believe they were just a 90’s fad, the

best fanny packs for men are still super stylish and incredibly
practical in 2024. Today, there is more variety than ever—from
0G athleisure brands like Lululemon to Dagne Dover. According
to menshealth.

Best Fanny Packs for Men

The fanny pack—also called a waist pack, sling bag, or crossbody bag—pro-
vides a great amount of cargo space in a compact design, which holds your
essentials like phone, keys, wallet, etc. These styles can be strapped to your
body, and are more secure than a tote bag, and less bulky than a backpack.
That’s what makes fanny packs ideal for everyday carry, travel, working out,
and outdoor adventures. We tested a wide range of them in the last year to
see which are the best to help you unburden your pockets. From minimalist
packs to sporty bags with durable fabrics, there's all types that lets you go
hands-free with ease. Continue reading to see the best fanny packs for men
to shop right now.

What to Consider

Shopping for a fanny pack may seem straightforward, but there are a few
key specs to keep in mind before selecting one. Here’s a rundown of what
to consider.

Volume and Capacity

First up, think about what you
want to carry. Most fanny packs
provide an interior capacity in
liters, usually running somewhere
between 1 and 5 liters. Small packs
(1-3) are ideal for small essentials;
think your phone, wallet, keys or
lip balm. Medium packs (3-5) can
handle additional items such as
sunscreens, post-workout snacks,
and small cameras. Large packs (5+
liters) are for those who need to
carry a hit more, like tablets, large
water bottles, or even a packable
jacket. In terms of physical size—
check the dimensions and depth to
ensure it fits your body comfort-
ably and isn’t too bulky.

Material and Durability

Nylon and Polyester

These two fabrics are lightweight,
durable and often water-resistant,
which makes them great for active
use, travel, and general day-to-day
wear.

Canvas

This type of material is sturdy
enough to take a beating. It has a
more rugged charm and vintage
style that looks good for outdoor

activities like camping and hiking.

Leather

If you want a super stylish, timeless fanny pack, opt for one made from
leather. It adds a classy touch to any outfit and has a longer lifespan than
other materials.

Pockets and Organization

Pockets are essential on fanny packs because they help keep your belong-
ings organized and easily accessible. Usually, the main compartment is the
largest space for your primary items like your phone, wallet, keys, etc. Then
there’s specialized pockets, like zippered or hidden ones, that add extra se-
curity for your valuables. Some pockets are made to carry water bottles to
keep you hydrated as you're on the move. All in all, the quick access saves
you from having to rummage around to find what you need. Pockets also
help distribute the weight evenly, making the pack more comfortable to
wear.

Weather Resistance

Typically, the best fanny packs for men are treated with a DWR (durable
water-repellent) coating that repels light rain and splashes. Look out for fully
sealed seams and zippers to keep water out completely.
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Reykjavik... A city that combines rich history and contemporary culture

eykjavik, the northernmost capital of the world,
R is a city that effortlessly combines natural beau-

ty, rich history, and contemporary culture. Nes-
tled on the southwestern coast of Iceland, this charm-
ing city is home to just over 140,000 people, yet it
boasts an impressive array of activities and attractions
that cater to every type of traveler. From the ethereal
Northern Lights to the bustling nightlife, here’s an in-
depth guide to Iceland’s vibrant capital.

1. Discover the Heart of Reykjavik

Dominating the city skyline, Hallgrimskirkja is one of
Reykjavik's most iconic landmarks. This striking Lutheran
church, designed by architect Gudjon Samdelsson, is in-
spired by Iceland’s basalt lava flows. Visitors can take an
elevator to the top of the tower for panoramic views of
the city and the surrounding mountains and sea.

Harpa Concert Hall and Conference Centre

A modern architectural marvel, Harpa stands majes-
tically by the old harbor. Its glass facade, designed by
Danish-Icelandic artist Olafur Eliasson, reflects the city’s
vibrant cultural scene. Inside, visitors can catch perfor-
mances ranging from classical concerts to contemporary
music, as well as explore exhibitions and enjoy fine din-
ing.

The Sun Voyager

This striking steel sculpture by Jon Gunnar Arnason, lo-
cated on the Sebraut road, resembles a Viking ship and
symbolizes a dream of hope, progress, and freedom. It's
a favorite spot for photographers, especially during sun-
set when the sculpture is bathed in golden light.

2. Dive into Icelandic History and Culture

National Museum of Iceland

For a comprehensive overview of Icelandic history, the
National Museum of Iceland is a must-visit. The perma-
nent exhibition, “Making of a Nation,” takes visitors on
a journey from the Settlement Era to the present day,
showcasing artifacts such as the Valpjofsstadur door and
Viking relics.

Arbzer Open Air Museum

Experience Icelandic history firsthand at the Arbaer Open
Air Museum, where historical buildings from around the
country have been relocated and preserved. Costumed
guides provide insight into Iceland’s rural past, and visi-
tors can explore traditional turf houses, a village square,
and an old-fashioned schoolhouse.

Reykjavik Art Museum

Reykjavik Art Museum spans three locations: Hafnarhds,
Kjarvalsstadir, and Asmundarsafn. Each venue offers a
unique perspective on Icelandic and international art.
Hafnarhds focuses on contemporary art, Kjarvalsstadir
showcases works by beloved Icelandic painter Johannes
Kjarval, and Asmundarsafn displays sculptures by As-
mundur Sveinsson.

3. Embrace the Great Outdoors

Nauthdlsvik Geothermal Beach

Yes, Reykjavik has a beach! Nau-
tholsvik is a unique geothermal
beach where seawater and hot
water combine to create a warm
bathing experience, even in win-
ter. The beach also features hot
tubs, a steam bath, and a small
café.

Swimming pools

Reykjavik's swimming pools are a
cherished aspect of Icelandic culture,
offering much more than just a place to
swim. These geothermally heated pools are
popular community hubs where locals and visitors
alike gather to relax and socialize. The city’s numerous
pools, such as Laugardalslaug, Vesturbajarlaug, and
Sundhéllin, feature an array of facilities including lap
pools, hot tubs, saunas, steam rooms, and even water
slides. Open year-round, regardless of weather, these
pools provide a rejuvenating experience with the add-
ed benefit of Iceland’s naturally warm waters. Wheth-
er you're looking for a leisurely soak or an invigorating

swim, Reykjavik's swimming pools are a must-visit.
Whale Watching Tours
Reykjavik’s old harbor is the starting point for numerous
whale watching tours. These excursions offer the chance
to see minke whales, humpback whales, dolphins, and
more in their natural habitat. Many tours also provide
insights into marine life and the importance of conser-
vation.
Northern Lights Hunting
Reykjavik is one of the best places in the
world to witness the Northern Lights.
wpe,  From September to April, visitors
- can join guided tours that venture
into the countryside away from
city lights for optimal viewing
conditions. Alternatively, on clear
nights, the lights can sometimes
be seen from within the city.
4. Indulge in Icelandic Cui-
sine
Food Halls and Markets
Reykjavik boasts several food halls, such
as Hlemmur Mathéll and Grandi Mathall, of-
fering a variety of local and international dishes. For
a taste of Icelandic street food, try the famous Baejarins
Beztu Pylsur hot dog stand, which has been serving deli-
cious lamb-based hot dogs since 1937.
Fine Dining
The city is home to several Michelin-starred and high-
ly acclaimed restaurants. Dill Restaurant, known for its
innovative approach to Icelandic ingredients, offers a
memorable fine dining experience. Other notable es-

tablishments include Matur og Drykkur, which serves
modern takes on traditional Icelandic dishes, and Fisk-
markadurinn, a seafood lover’s paradise.

Cafés and Bakeries

Reykjavik’s café culture is thriving, with numerous cozy
spots to enjoy a cup of coffee and a pastry. Sandholt Bak-
ery and Braud & Co. are popular choices, known for their
fresh bread and delectable pastries.

5. Enjoy the Vibrant Nightlife

Laugavegur, the main shopping street, transforms into
the city’s nightlife hub after dark. With an array of bars,
clubs, and live music venues, there’s something for ev-
eryone. Kaffibarinn, a cozy bar partially owned by Blur’s
Damon Albarn, is a local favorite.

Live Music and Cultural Events

Reykjavik has a vibrant live music scene, with venues
like Harpa, Gaukurinn, and Hurra hosting local and in-
ternational acts. The city also hosts numerous festivals
throughout the year, such as the Reykjavik International
Film Festival, Iceland Airwaves, and the Secret Solstice
music festival.

Unique Nightlife Experiences

For a truly unique experience, visit the Ice Bar Reykjavik,
where everything, including the glasses, is made of ice.
Another quirky spot is the Lebowski Bar, inspired by
the cult classic film “The Big Lebowski,” which features
themed décor and a variety of White Russian cocktails.
6. Explore Beyond the City

Golden Circle Tour

A short drive from Reykjavik, the Golden Circle is a pop-
ular tourist route that includes bingvellir National Park,
Geysir geothermal area, and Gullfoss waterfall. This tour
offers a glimpse into Iceland’s stunning natural beauty
and geological wonders.

Blue Lagoon

Located about 40 minutes from Reykjavik, the Blue La-
goon is a world-renowned geothermal spa. Its milky-blue
waters, rich in minerals like silica and sulfur, provide a
relaxing and rejuvenating experience. The lagoon also
features a luxury spa, a hotel, and fine dining options.

Reykjanes Peninsula

The Reykjanes Peninsula, home to the Blue Lagoon, is
known for its volcanic landscapes, hot springs, and the
dramatic coastline. Highlights include the Gunnuhver hot
springs, the Bridge Between Continents, and the Reyk-
janesviti lighthouse.
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ips for First

/ Time Travelers
// to Japan

{

4

ready for your first Japan trip? You’re getting

ready to finally visit a country that you’ve
heard so much about over the years. But like
any new destination, there are things you really
should know before you go. You may not even
know that you don’t know them. Rather than
telling you exactly what to do in Japan, this arti-
cle will help you navigate the experience of your
first time in Japan. Here are some things you
might not know about Japan that will help you
make the most of your visit. According to jrpass.

I s there anything more exciting than getting

1. Travel Beyond Tokyo

With it being your first time in Japan, chances are
you’re going to want to visit the mighty capital
city of Tokyo. It may be the most famous place

in Japan, but don’t make the mistake of thinking
that it’s the only place to go. You may have

heard of other big cities like Osaka and Kyoto,
but lesser-known destinations like Nagano and
Yokohama are also well worth your time. We
haven’t even mentioned all of Japan’s great parks
and outdoor destinations either.

2. Respect the Local Culture

No matter which country you visit, you should try
your best to respect that country and follow local
manners and etiquette. Japan is no different, so
do your best to learn about Japanese customs to
avoid being rude and causing offence.

3. Find the Right Rail Pass for You

One of the most common pieces of advice for

a first trip to Japan is to purchase a Japan Rail
Pass. Purchasing one of these rail passes, you can
travel on participating trains, bullet trains, buses
and even some ferries, as much as you want. A

!

JR Pass can be an excellent way to save money
on travelling about Japan, but it’s always best to
do research to see what type of pass is the best
value for your trip. That’s because, while there
are Japan-wide rail passes, there are also
regional passes that might better
suit your needs.

4. Manage the Lan-
guage Barrier
Unless you already
speak decent Jap-
anese, you may

be worried about
dealing with

the language
barrier. While

you will find

it useful to try
learning a little
Japanese, it’s not
strictly necessary
for tourists. In larger
cities, you'll find many
Japanese people speak
quite good English, although
they will probably be modest
about their fluency. To make life easier,

have the Japanese dictionary in Google Translate
downloaded for offline use, or write down place
names in Japanese to show people where you
want to go.

5. Have Plenty of Cash on You

While Japan is definitely seen as a modern coun-
try, one modern Western practice that has yet to
take hold is the ability to pay for everything with
a credit or debit card. Japan is still very much a

cash-based society, so you'll definitely need plen-

ty on hand. The next challenge is getting money

out, as only ATMs at certain places such as post

offices and convenience stores like 7-Eleven
accept foreign cards.

6. Get Yourself a Pocket Wi-Fi
Has there ever been a bet-
ter travel tool than the

at maps to checking
the opening hours
of attractions and
much more, be-
ing able to look
things up while
you're out and
about is super
useful. Since data
roaming charges
are rarely good,
you're going to need
to solve your connec-
tivity dilemma. One of
the easiest solutions is
to get a Pocket Wi-Fi, a little
device that will provide unlimited
Internet wherever you go.

7. Stay at a Ryokan

A great way to make your first Japan trip feel
special is to include an experience that you could
only find in Japan. While there are many exclu-
sively Japanese cultural experiences that you
could pick, staying at a ryokan is definitely one
of the best. These traditional inns can be found
across Japan and embody long-standing parts of
Japanese culture.

Internet? From looking

8. Use a Luggage Transport Service

Convenience is a big part of modern Japanese
culture, and one service that will make travel-
lers’ lives easier is a luggage transport service.
Commonly known as Takuhaibin, they are certain
type of delivery service that transport all sorts
of items with next-day delivery. Why this is
useful is that they are able to transport luggage
for travellers at an affordable rate. In the right
circumstances, it can sure beat trying to lug a big
suitcase on busy trains.

9. Make Reservations for Restaurants

Foodies will have a great time in Japan exploring
the depths of Japanese cuisine. One challenge
they may encounter though is actually getting a
seat at some of Japan’s best restaurants. While
traditional pubs known as izakaya are famous
for having limited seating — we're talking just a
few tables — many of the best restaurants are
equally small. It's common to see long lines of
people outside the trendiest restaurants. Making
reservations is then the recommended approach,
either through your hotel concierge or dedicated
reservation websites like Pocket Concierge.

10. Take Your Trash with You

It probably won’t come as a surprise that Japan
is typically a very clean country, but what may
surprise you is the total lack of trash cans any-
where in public. Partly this is to do with Japan’s
approach to waste, but it actually mostly stems
from an anti-terrorism measure introduced in
1995. If you have trash you want to get rid of,
take it with you back to your hotel or find the
nearest convenience store as they have bins
there.
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Researchers stunned by find in
1200-year-old tomb in China

rchaeologists in northern China
have unearthed a small but richly
decorated 1200-year-old tomb on

a mountain outside Taiyuan, the capital of
China’s northern Shanxi province.

It dates from China’s Tang Dynasty (618-
907AD), a period coinciding with the end of
Western Europe’s Dark Ages.

And it's full of surprises.

The Shanxi Provincial Institute of Archaeol-
ogy first made the discovery during a 2018
road construction survey. But, according to
the State-run Xinhua newsagency, they've
only recently released their findings.

A tombstone epitaph states its owner

died at home in the 24th year of Kaiyuan
(736AD) at the age of 63.
His wife, Guo, was buried
there the same year.
The archaeologists
found an exception-
ally well-preserved,
brightly coloured
single-chamber

brick structure.

Reds, yellows and
oranges cover its
whitewashed walls
and ceiling. And
amid it all stands a
stark stone coffin bed
on which the couple are
believed to have been placed.

But the stark, clear artwork caught the eye
of researchers.

It doesn’t tell the expected tale of great
battles or successful hunts.

Nor does it place its occupants amid the
pomp and pageantry of the imperial court.
Instead, the murals show them hard at
work under the watchful eye of magical
beasts.

The noodle maker

A bold, sweeping botanical design marks
the entrance. Three pairs of yellow-robed
figures line the doorway and passage.

The pair at the door hold jade tablets,
which Xinhua reports reveals them to be
“gatekeepers”.

A pair inside the portico appear to be

welcoming visitors.
And a pair just inside the tomb itself are
guardians armed with swords.
Fantastical beasts (at least one of which is a
dragon) weave between thick red banners,
dividing the conical ceiling into four equal
parts. And 12 regularly-sized red-bordered
panels stand beneath.
Many appear to show the same ethnic
Han man, based on the consistency of his
appearance and clothing.
These may be different stages of the
unnamed tomb owner’s life and career.
But the Xinhua report says experts also
speculate that the stylistic pictures may
represent his particular “virtues”.
One shows him holding a ritualistic jade
tablet. Another shows him facing a
tomb. And another where he’s
confronting a snake.
. Others show him chop-
ping wood, pointing to
a tree while holding a
cup, and one scene —
without people - of a
plant with withered
flowers.

One panel, in
particular, appears to
show both the husband
and wife immersed in
the process of making rice

noodles.

They’re seen doing everything
from carting water, threshing grains, using
grinding and mill stones, and forming
dough balls.

Chinese archaeologists say the strong
outlines, simple shading and efficient
two-dimensional designs make the tomb’s
artwork distinct from other works from the
same era.

The ‘Westerner’

One of the boldest tomb panels shows a
woman dressed in an ornate, multi-co-
loured gown and holding a chequered box.
Behind her is a yellow-blonde-haired man
with a whip leading three saddled horses
and a two-humped camel.

To read the rest of the article go to :
https://www.news.com.au/
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