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Former US President Joe
Biden diagnosed with
aggressive prostate cancer

Michigan attorney general
drops charges against pro-
Palestinian protesters
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WAYNE COUNTY TREASURER'’S OFFICE
WAYNE COUNTY TREASURER

Property Tax Payment Plans are Available Now!

Interest Reduction Stipulates Payment Agreement (IRSPA)

This payment plan reduces the interest rate from 18% to 6% per year for eligible taxpayers. To sign
up, you must own and live in your home, and have a Principal Residence Exemption (PRE) and ID
that proves residency.

Stipulated Payment Agreement (SPA)

Available to everybody, this plan allows a taxpayer to pay taxes pursuant to a payment schedule.
The plan will avoid foreclosure provided that payments are submitted per the agreed upon
schedule.

Distressed Owner Occupant Extension (DOOE)

This program is not available to everyone. If you own and live in the property, and are suffering
financial hardship, you may qualify for this program. Proof of ownership, occupancy, and hardship
are required.

Pay As You Stay Payment Agreement (PAYSPA)

Only for taxpayers who live in a community that opted into the PAYS program, have applied for the Poverty

Tax Exemption (PTE) at their local assessor’s office and were approved. Once notified by your local Assessor's
office and deemed eligible, our office will mail you a notification letter with your Reduced Amount Due. You
will have the option of paying a lump sum (additional 10% off) or enrolling into a PAYSPA.

For more information, Email Many of these plans are available
wctopaymentplans@waynecountymi.gov

online at
or call
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Former US President Joe Biden diag-
nosed with aggressive prostate cancer

ormer US president Joe
F Biden has been diag-

nosed with an “aggres-
sive” form of prostate cancer
that has spread to his bones,
and is reviewing treatment
options, a statement from his
office said on.

On the 82-year-old Democrat
was diagnosed with the cancer
after he experienced increas-
ing urinary symptoms and was
seen for a new finding of a
prostate nodule, the statement
said. According to The New
Arab.

“While this represents a

more aggressive form of the
disease, the cancer appears to
be hormone-sensitive which
allows for effective manage-
ment. The President and his
family are reviewing treatment
options with his physicians,” it
continued.

Cancer cells are commonly
found in the prostates of

men of Biden’s age, though in
most cases they grow slowly.
Hormone therapy is a common
treatment that can shrink tu-
mors and slow cancer growth,
but is not a cure.

According to the statement,
Biden’s cancer was found to
have “a Gleason score of 9
(Grade Group 5)”

Prostate cancer that looks
“very abnormal” is assigned
the highest rating, Grade 5,
according to the American
Cancer Society. The Gleason
Score often indicates the sum
of the grades from the two ar-

eas in the prostate that make
up most of the cancer, but can
also be calculated other ways.
Biden left office in January this
year as the oldest serving US
president in history, and was
dogged by questions over his
health and age for much of his
presidency.

For years he had faced ques-

tions, including from Demo-
cratic voters, over whether he
was too old - lacking in mental
acuity or physical endurance

- for a job as trying as the
presidency.

His response to doubters was a
brisk: “Watch me.”

But in July last year he was
forced to drop his reelection
bid after a disastrous debate
against Republican Donald
Trump in which fears about his
decline and cognitive abilities
came surging to the fore.

His vice president, Kamala Har-
ris, eventually lost to Trump.
Biden maintains that he could
have won the election, but
questions have long swirled
over the responses of staff and
key Democrats to evident signs
of his decline.

They have flared with the re-
lease, set for this , of “Original
Sin: President Biden’s Decline,
Its Cover-Up, and His Disas-
trous Choice to Run Again” by
CNN journalist Jake Tapper and
Alex Thompson of Axios.

Last a newly published record-
ing of Biden speaking hesitant-
ly and struggling to remember
key events and dates fueled re-
newed debate over his mental
capabilities while still in office.

Biden'’s life has been marked
by personal tragedy. In 1972
his wife and baby daughter
were killed in a car crash, days
after he had been elected as a
US senator at the age of 29.

Biden underwent surgery
twice in 1988 for brain aneu-
rysms. In 2023 he had a skin
lesion - a basal cell carcinoma
- removed from his chest. He
had previously had non-mela-
noma skin cancers removed.
Biden’s son Beau Biden died of
brain cancer in 2015.
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Trump accuses Har-
ris of ‘illegal’ pay-
ments to celebrities,
calling for ‘major in-
vestigation’

S President Donald Trump announced
U plans to pursue a “major investigation”

into “illegal” payments to celebrities who
endorsed Democratic presidential candidate

Kamala Harris in the 2024 race. According to
Anatolia.

“HOW MUCH DID KAMALA HARRIS PAY BRUCE
SPRINGSTEEN FOR HIS POOR PERFORMANCE
DURING HER CAMPAIGN FOR PRESIDENT?” Trump
wrote on Truth Social. “ISN'T THAT A MAJOR AND
ILLEGAL CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTION?” According
to Anatolia.

Trump specifically targeted several high-profile fig-
ures such as Irish singer-songwriter Bono, Amer-
ican talk show host Oprah Winfrey and American
rock singer Bruce Springsteen, and Beyonce.
Quoting media reports, he said: “Beyoncé was
paid $11,000,000 to walk onto a stage, quickly EN-
DORSE KAMALA, and walk off to loud booing for
never having performed, NOT EVEN ONE SONG.”
The US president alleged these payments con-
stituted “AN ILLEGAL ELECTION SCAM AT THE
HIGHEST LEVEL” and accused Harris’s campaign

of paying for endorsements “under the guise of
paying for entertainment.”

“Candidates aren’t allowed to pay for ENDORSE-
MENTS, which is what Kamala did,” Trump assert-
ed. “For these unpatriotic ‘entertainers,’ this was
just a CORRUPT & UNLAWFUL way to capitalize on
a broken system.”

None of the accused celebrities immediately
responded to Trump’s allegations, though Winfrey
earlier said she did not accept a “personal fee” for
her Harris campaign event.

Harris’s four-month presidential campaign fea-
tured numerous celebrity supporters, including
performances by Springsteen, Stevie Wonder, and
endorsements from Taylor Swift, Beyonce, and
others.
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US Senate confirms Trump nominee Kushner to be ambassador to France

Kushner, father of President Donald

Trump’s son-in-law Jared Kushner and
the recipient of a presidential pardon after
his conviction for witness tampering and tax
evasion, to be ambassador to France. Accord-
ing to newarab.

T he U.S. Senate on confirmed Charles

The Senate backed Kushner 51 to 45.

Senator Cory Booker, who represents Kushner’s
home state of New Jersey, was the only Demo-
crat to vote along with Trump’s fellow Repub-
licans in favor of the nomination. Senator Lisa
Murkowski of Alaska was the only Republican
who opposed it.

Kushner pleaded guilty in 2005 to 18 federal
counts, including tax evasion, retaliating against
a federal witness and lying to the Federal
Election Commission. He served two years in
prison, the maximum allowed in a plea deal.

Prosecutors at the time said Kushner learned
that his brother-in-law was cooperating with a
federal investigation and hired a prostitute to
lure him to a motel room for an encounter re-
corded with a hidden camera and sent the tape
to the brother-in-law’s wife, Kushner’s sister.

Trump pardoned Kushner, whose son is married
to Trump’s daughter lvanka, in 2020.

Kushner’s confirmation was not a surprise.
Trump’s fellow Republicans hold a 53-47 ma-
jority in the Senate and have confirmed every
Trump nominee who has come up for a vote in
the chamber since the president’s second term
began on January 20.

Kushner said at his confirmation hearing that
he acknowledged past “serious mistakes,” and
said they might make him a better ambassador,
because he had paid a price for poor judgment.
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Michigan attorney

general drops charges
against pro-Palestini-
an protesters

individuals arrested during a pro-Palestinian protest last
year on a college campus, said local reports on. According
to Anadolu Agency.

T he US state of Michigan dropped all charges against seven

The group, who faced misdemeanor charges of trespassing and
felony charges of resisting and obstructing police at the University
of Michigan, had pleaded not guilty.

Michigan Attorney General Dana Nessel, who did not attend the
hearing, later issued a statement defending her office’s initial de-
cision, citing the evidence, but blamed “months and months” of
delays and political pressure for the dismissal.

She also criticized the judge overseeing the case and said improp-
er communication from a local nonprofit to the court led to the
decision.

“These distractions and ongoing delays have created a circus-like
atmosphere to these proceedings,” she said.

Amir Makled, attorney for one of the defendants, said the out-
come was about more than just the charges.

“This was the criminalization of free speech,” he said, adding:
“This is a victory for anyone who believes in the right to protest
and speak out.”

Saying that this is not an end, Makled said: “There are still stu-
dents across the country that are facing this persecution. There’s
still a genocide that is happening in Palestine and we should never
forget that today we still get to stand firm and say: Free Palestine.”
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DONATE HERE

LIFE'S EMERGENCY RESPONSE TEAM HAS BEEN ON THE
GROUND INSIDE OF GAZA DISTRIBUTING MEDICAL SUPPLIES,
FOOD, AND WARMTH BUT YOUR HELP IS STILL NEEDED

SA.ORG
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The Trump Doctrine resets US
foreign policy in the Middle East

Joseph Haboush

S President Donald Trump’s first
U official overseas visit—beginning

in Saudi Arabia—marked a pivotal
reset in America’s approach to the Mid-
dle East. He laid out a vision for the Mid-
dle East’s future following decades of US
interventions and failed regime changes
that have led to widespread devastation.
More significantly, he restored ties with
key Arab capitals after a strained period
under the previous administration, which
had made Saudi Arabia, the UAE, and Qa-
tar its first foreign policy targets back in
2021. According to Al Arabiya English.

Saudi Arabia, the first stop on Trump’s itin-
erary, has grown far beyond its traditional
regional role. Under Crown Prince Moham-
med bin Salman, the Kingdom is under-
going rapid transformation and asserting
itself as a global power. Whether it’s me-
diating between Washington and Moscow,
pushing for Syria’s return to the interna-
tional stage, or helping to avert a poten-
tial war between nuclear-armed India and
Pakistan, Riyadh has become a diplomatic
heavyweight—and Trump has taken note.

While the trip featured several high-profile
economic deals, the most consequential
moment came during Trump’s major for-
eign policy speech in Riyadh, where he ad-
dressed a room that included Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman.

“You achieved a modern miracle the Arabi-

an way,” Trump said.

KT McFarland, who served as Deputy Na-
tional Security Advisor in the first Trump
administration, said the president “put a
stake in the heart of American interven-
tionism. We've fought these forever wars
for a long time, and we don’t win them.”

In a televised interview, McFarland added
that the trip was not only beneficial for US
economic interests but also positive for re-
gional peace. “But frankly, it’s the template
for how we're going to deal with countries
around the world.”

In his remarks, Trump recognized a chang-

ing of the guard in the region’s leadership:
“Before our eyes, a new generation of lead-
ers is transcending the ancient conflicts
and tired divisions of the past, and forging
a future where the Middle East is defined
by commerce, not chaos; where it exports
technology, not terrorism; and where
people of different nations, religions, and
creeds are building cities together, not
bombing each other”

Importantly, he emphasized that this prog-
ress was homegrown—not the result of
Western interference. “It is crucial for the
wider world to note, this great transfor-
mation has not come from western inter-

ventionists flying in with lectures on how
to live or how to govern your own affairs,”
he said.

Trump also directly criticized both neo-
conservatives and liberal ideologues: “The
gleaming marvels of Riyadh and Abu Dha-
bi were not created by the so-called na-
tion-builders, neo-cons, or liberal non-prof-
its like those who spent trillions failing to
develop Kabul and Baghdad.

“Instead, the birth of a modern Middle East
has been brought about by the people of
the region themselves, people who've lived
here their entire lives, developing your own
sovereign countries, pursuing your own
unique visions, and charting your own des-
tinies in your own way.”

This message resonated strongly across the
region—and even within the United States.
“In the end, the so-called ‘nation-builders’
wrecked far more nations than they built—
and the interventionists were intervening
in complex societies they did not under-
stand,” Trump said.

Victoria Coates, who served as Deputy Na-
tional Security Advisor for the Middle East
and North Africa during Trump’s first term,
described this approach as the Trump Doc-
trine. “It’s deals, not bombs.”

Coates, speaking alongside McFarland on
Newsmayx, added: “And we’re going to lead
the world in technology with these great
partners.”
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On his first visit to the Middle East ..Trump Says
Expects Iran Diplomacy Will ‘Work Out’

S President Donald Trump
U voiced hope on that

diplomatic efforts would
succeed on Iran’s nuclear pro-

gram, even as he vowed rigorous
enforcement of sanctions.

Trump, on his first visit to the
Middle East since returning to
the White House, said he spoke
about Iran with the leader of
Qatar, which maintains relations
with both longtime adversaries.
According to Asharqg Al Awsat.

“It’s been really an interesting
situation. | have a feeling it’s going
to work out,” Trump said of Iran
after talks with the emir, Sheikh
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, AFP
reported.

The Trump administration has
held four rounds of talks with
Tehran, as the president seeks to
avert a threatened Israeli mili-
tary strike on the Iranian nuclear
program.

“I want to make a deal with Iran.

| want to do something, if it’s
possible,” Trump told a summit of
Gulf Arab leaders in Riyadh earlier
Wednesday.

“But for that to happen, it must
stop sponsoring terror, halt its
bloody proxy wars, and perma-
nently and verifiably cease its
pursuit of nuclear weapons.

“I'm strongly urging all nations to
join us in fully and totally enforc-
ing the sanctions” imposed on

Iran by the United States, he said.

The Trump administration in re-
cent weeks has imposed sanctions
on a series of entities and individ-
uals linked to Iran’s oil industry
and nuclear program.

‘Very deceptive view’

In 2018, Trump walked out of a
landmark agreement between
major powers and Iran that gave
it sanctions relief in return for

UN-monitored restrictions on its
nuclear activities.

He slapped sweeping sanctions on
Iran, including secondary mea-
sures against any country that
buys Iranian oil.

Trump said that such secondary
sanctions “are in certain ways
even more devastating” than
direct sanctions on Iran.

Trump in a speech in Riyadh also
said he favored diplomacy but
harshly criticized Iran’s clerical
leaders, saying they were “fo-
cused on stealing their people’s
wealth to fund terror and blood-
shed abroad”.

Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi said that he had listened
to the remarks and “unfortunately
a very deceptive view has been
put forward”.

Iranian officials and the Trump
administration have both offered

positive takes on the initial talks.

But it is unclear whether they
went in depth, including on the
key issue of whether the US will
insist on ending all Iranian ura-
nium enrichment, including for
civilian purposes.

Asked by a reporter on Air Force
One whether he was prepared
to exert more pressure on Iran,
Trump said: “Let’s see what hap-
pens over the next week.”

Iran also said it would hold talks
in Turkiye on Friday with repre-
sentatives of Britain, France and
Germany.

The three European powers
were part of the 2015 agreement
ripped up by Trump in his first
term.

“While we continue the dialogue
with the United States, we are
also ready to talk with the Europe-
ans,” Araghchi said.
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1adg B9 1 dleludl e Jgmant! Joanl (o (i) LOLS 3d dnl 20 Jua! 91
If you are facing foreclosure and need assistance in starting a Wayne County

Probate Court Case because a property is in the name of a deceased family
member, please contact one of the following community partners for assistance:

Michigan Legal Services: 313-774-1527 | 313-725-4890
United Community Housing Coalition: 313-405-7726
Legal Aid & Defender: 313-967-5800

Omtg dalolie 2 Likuo ot daSiones JLad¥ | ELSqy
B0l ole : 313.224.5706
Contact the Wayne County Probate Court by calling:

313.224.5706
Suke Lol L fpond
We are here to help!
www.Treasurer.WayneCounty.com
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UN Reduces Aid

Plans for Yemen Due
to Global Humanitar-
ian Funding Shortage

view of its relief plans in Somalia and Yemen for 2025

as a result of significant reductions in global humanitar-
ian funding, despite the persistent humanitarian needs in both
countries. The organization clarified that these adjustments
come within the framework of the plan by the Under-Secre-
tary-General for Humanitarian Affairs, Tom Fletcher, to recali-
brate humanitarian work.

T he United Nations has announced a comprehensive re-

Stéphanie Tremblay, from the UN Spokesperson’s Office, stated
during a press conference in New York that the unprecedented
funding cuts are forcing the UN and its partners to reduce vital
life-saving programs, putting millions of people in crisis areas at
risk.

According to the new plan, aid in Somalia will target only 1.3 mil-
lion people, a decrease of more than 70% compared to the pre-
vious target of 4.6 million people, with the budget reduced from
$1.4 billion to about $367 million. In Yemen, the plan has been
adjusted to allocate $1.4 billion to support 8.8 million people,
compared to $2.4 billion in the original plan.

Tremblay emphasized that this reduction does not reflect a de-
crease in humanitarian needs but is a necessary measure to en-
sure that limited resources are directed to the most vulnerable
groups. She added that all the needs announced in the 2025
plans remain existing and urgent, and that any additional funding
will be used to expand the scope of the humanitarian response.

The UN official warned of dire consequences if the funding short-
age continues, noting that millions of people will face the risk
of severe hunger, lack of clean water, education, and protection,
in addition to increased mortality and disease rates due to the
closure of health facilities and the spread of epidemics, as hap-
pened in previous crises.
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French Man drives for 28 years without driver’s licence

motorist in France may
A have broken the record for
the longest time driving
a vehicle without a valid licence,
insurance, or technical inspection —
over 28 years, the country’s media
reported.

A routine traffic stop turned out to
be a memorable bust for a police unit
in Rhone, France. After checking the
registration number, the traffic cops
pulled the vehicle over for an expired
technical inspection. According to
tribuneonlineng.

But this turned out to be the least
important offence the driver was

guilty of. Upon checking his papers,
the policeman realised that the vehi-
cle didn’t have insurance either, and
worst of all, the driver’s licence had
been revoked since 1997.

The man casually told the officers
that his driver’s licence had been
revoked over 28 years ago after being
caught driving under the influence

of alcohol, and he simply hadn’t
bothered to reapply for it, comparing
his old licence to “an expired but still
edible yogurt.”

“First, a check of the files revealed
that the vehicle was not covered by
insurance. But then came the time

to check the validity of the driver’s
licence. And then: surprise!,” Tarare
police posted on their Facebook
page.

“The highlight of the show came
when the driver’s licence was
checked: the man had been driving

1”

without a licence since... 1997!

Apparently, the man had decided
that if he didn’t have a valid licence,
there was no point in getting manda-
tory insurance for his car or taking it
in for technical inspections either.
What was truly baffling is how he
managed to slip through police
checkpoints for so long.
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For Man & Woman, Islam
Teaches Teamwork

ontrary to popular belief, Islam’s
C teachings on gender roles allows

for man and woman to com-
plement one another beautifully. In
today’s world, we often observe men
and women pitted against one another.
Anything you can do, | can do better!
But according to Islam, there need not
be this rivalry. Instead of this dichoto-
my resulting in competition between
man and woman, Islam teaches us that
is exactly what makes for a display of
excellent teamwork between the two.
According to whyislam.

Division of Roles

It is important to note that the details of
the exact division of roles can be flexible
in practice. For example, according to
Islamic law, a man is expected to be the
financial provider for the home—but this
does not prohibit a woman from earning
her own money or also contributing
financially to the household if she wants
to do so. At the end of the day, howev-
er, the responsibility of this falls on the
man.

In one narration from the Prophet
Muhammad (may the
blessings and peace of
God be upon him),

he says, “Each of

you is responsi-

ble and will be

asked about his
responsibility...

the man is .
responsible for i '
[maintaining] |

his household

and the woman

is responsible

for [the upkeep

of] the house and

children of her hus-

band” (Bukhari).

From the above, we see that

women are expected to care for the
household chores and children. Again,
this does not mean she will do every-
thing domestically required to run the
home on her own 24/7. Her husband
will also contribute the way the Prophet
Muhammed (may the blessings and
peace of God be upon him) himself did.
In another narration, the wife of the
Prophet Muhammad (may the blessings
and peace of God be upon him), Aisha,
was asked about his work in the house.
She said he would clean his own clothes,
milk his goat, and tend to his needs
(Tirmidhi). Again, we see that while the
man’s role and the woman'’s role are
defined for us in Islam, they are flexible.

And of course, they need to be. No two
families will look exactly the same. No
two households will run exactly the
same. There are single parents, house-
holds without children, joint families,
multi generational homes, and the list
can go on. In some households, one of

the spouses may travel for work, and in
another, somebody works from home.
There are countless variables, so the flex-
ibility of the law is very much welcomed.

Reframing A Mindset

As a woman who was born and raised

in the United States, sometimes reading
or hearing that the woman’s main role
revolves around the kids and home does
sting a little for me if | am being honest.
But why is that? Why does it sting?

Why are we framed to think the more
important, honorable, and powerful role
is earning money and financially support-
ing ourselves and others?

Oftentimes, even for Western women,
choosing a lifestyle that falls into more
of the traditional category of being a
stay-at-home mother is frowned upon.
How could she not compete with men
in the workplace? Is her religion that
backwards? Is she undoing the years of
struggle women before her endured to
even be mentioned in the same breath
as men in this country? These thoughts
I’'m sure don’t only cross my mind, but
the minds of other moms in the
western world as well,
Muslim or not.

If we reframe our
mindset, we can
paint anoth-
er picture.
Maybe she
enjoys being
a home-
maker. She
thrives on
the time she
spends with
her husband
and children. She
does not feel the
need to climb the
corporate ladder, and
her household income allows
her to opt out of working a paid
position, even if she is trained to do it.
Her and her family’s decision to split the
workload to run a family and home is not
undoing or belittling anyone’s struggle
before her. It is a different way of life
that works for her and her full-time
working husband. They are a team. Both
fulfill their responsibilities, and just as
importantly, both respect the impor-
tance of the other’s role.
The rampant rhetoric in our society
has almost pitted man against woman
to the point where each thinks it can
survive without the other—but in reality,
working together is the way toward a
blossoming community. Islam gives us
this. God says, “The believing men and
believing women are allies of one anoth-
er. They enjoin what is right and forbid
what is wrong and establish prayer and
give alms and obey God and His Messen-
ger. Those—God will have mercy upon
them. Indeed, God is Exalted in Might
and Wise” (Quran 9:71).
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Palestinian Authors Urge
the Importance of Pre-
serving Cultural Memory
at Doha Book Fair

umenting Palestinian memory in all its richness, span-
ning arts, heritage, and culture, as a vehicle to confront
the falsity of the counter-narrative.

P alestinian authors have called for the imperative of doc-

During a panel discussion titled ‘The Palestinian Narrative in
Confronting the False Counter-Narrative’ held at the 34th Doha
International Book Fair (DIBF), they underscored the impor-
tance of amplifying the authentic Palestinian narrative to dis-
credit the adversarial storyline built on distortion and disinfor-
mation. According to thepeninsulagatar.

The panel featured Dr. Nuha Afouna Al Aidi, a writer and critic,
Dr. Ahmad Rafiq Awad, a novelist and critic, and Fakhri Saleh, a
writer and translator. It was moderated by poet Sami Mehanna.
Fakhri Saleh highlighted the Israeli allegations against the Pales-
tinian right, stressing that what is being circulated is the notion
of a land without people and people without land.

Palestine had been thriving in terms of culture and art until
the Nakba flared up and was embracing a significant number
of writers, intellectuals, and artists. Artists from a wide spec-
trum of the arts were visiting Palestine, namely Umm Kulthum,
Youssef Wahbi, and Mohamed Abdel Wahab, he said.

Sami Mehanna emphasised that the counter-narrative promot-
ed by the occupying power, in an attempt to undermine the
historical narrative despite the facts on the ground, requires
collective efforts to entrench the foundational truths.

This, he stressed, renders the Palestinian narrative pivotal in
shaping national, Arab, and humanistic perspectives toward
this just cause.

Dr. Nuha Al Aidi underscored the importance of the narrative as
a literary form, along with its role in bolstering the Palestinian
storyline through literary arts, folklore, and oral traditions, all
of which fortify the Palestinian right in the face of distortion.
She reaffirmed that Palestine was once teeming with life, arts,
and culture, as exemplified by the vibrancy of the city of Haifa
in the 1930s.

In addition, Dr. Al Aidi implored all writers to fulfil their role in
documenting history, recounting stories, and composing mem-
oirs about the places and eras of that land, before authors,
thinkers, and intellectuals are banished, stressing that such ef-
forts would serve future generations in preserving and under-
standing the history of Palestine.

Rafig Awad emphasised the importance of fostering various
forms of interaction and cultural movement to confront disin-
formation, in pursuit of deepening the Palestinian right based
on the enduring cultural facts throughout history, implying the
consequentiality of documentation that further portrays a vari-
ety of artworks.

The State of Palestine was the guest of honor at the 34th Dubai
International Book Fair, with the participation of 11 Palestinian
publishing houses, along with a large number of Palestinian
writers and intellectuals.

038 5215 Y §3-lny” 0] ]
Cro By a3 Dipend) dogSand

Baaagll bl Sgaaadl gl S5l

cultuer aslai

Arab American Today egdll @S,!}ail @l

26133 il Jugi 6ila ugluwod duilg)
uu-mll P uuulm-lnll g2 L

chiialy gy 3! G gluedd Guls
‘ul.DU B 838l e B35l
M‘fai‘ M}S.>J| ‘_,u..».’) uLaLw
Leaige § 4idusg o) saliiis (puobid
¥ laas” e ”(.).aa 4.|L| U_t‘”\SJY\
@ ”Q.@.:J\ u}”-‘-‘ ;L:).’Y\ O (g
”‘JLﬁ.bb sl ‘a.e.aba.e”«'é)i

sl Lole 78 4l sty I cundlag
2004 sl @ G g5 B35l B
OSV Bgdre c Gasdls Jodl ] 3> e
”L.A.i‘ us...u.s.u yu.u.b-u.‘&.“ ‘5.:4
(oo I) UlSed 1Bsg

& “iablySsepall” acs Jl ‘_a.:.45

e BB ool 500 ylas”
Sy g J 558

Gl coaly JJ.:;.QJ\ by
s secl JSi” B3l Lcslonnd|
A 3keasdl” e Jadl i “ g yo
Oleloa Ledds (A Bladl sggal
HoLas G e dablae LSl
RST U5 G A5 v plesdl say
s 53501 i1y 1 gy 2023
“asaydl” "’“"‘;’ EONEDS ‘QMJ

“ 95" 35 Ll Bytime (o3I

o gl Jil ] e Lyagont 3o
.2023 )4_945‘/‘19}“ G2 RS

Laadly Lo il 4slg 0l Cous

Saakall g u)») CangSslog! o 354! )

Luiudauads 52760 (e J35 Y Lo J53 =l o Gle asgd) IS puad” daaals cslslg
oz Crnsg oyl sl die qu-U elyayl JSu u_oUo.u.M GOy ¢ gl cpialadsdl
.Bji(;gM\'éij J\ &‘w@}:;&@ﬁ ”“_..154.-“ Ol e JiSeg (a@.bl.mjud.’ o)s.u...u.a

oadg -’5-@—"“ Js87 e 55.' “B39L 80 ”ua‘.>w.d‘ il

Golmll pagll yelir 2020 G690 Jia

> (o o) g ) Lo dtdhn o okl Gl
e@.\y.a QLS.D M@.Uj ;‘).ﬂs.“ ‘aj.o.b av9 &L.J.J)U &o—\-‘h—l‘
Jalills 54l iglya 3 mallom olads

oL (8 (oo 3bge (SBlyall yelidl agull b S,
med\wuj@‘ilj\aw‘uuﬁpb
wJﬂM‘ J.'»J‘MMQ\S_g aPY‘ C_\JL.:Y‘
u}!‘glaawu‘ O9d L.A.\S.U C)l.v.U ‘-‘:!")'G:"“’
{re 8)30 Aol L paiidl dammo Bhg0 L9525 C3iel 8511 G G G yands ] By5 podl oy o L)
ALt cpg sy Ly s crndlly ] syl
gx},;ut, u”,,u ﬁ:\s@ﬁ RERVELN| i :
el o sy 1 i
, uw&bwmwu@m
e i igdg e lilbadl anins
e 4Ll Jua Yl ol

elyads 35l 0 dag (L Alsblona
ailoy Ol Ggae glyaly dsdlond
e ml,.:d\ Goadl i) LS po
U)-\.Ad‘g au\éu.‘ U.)AJ‘ u‘.\.\.\.\...u
rx@.!l.; u.d:5.!l (\h!l = o 085
selay <) wS\ Lo‘uJLuuY|
i, 4.\.‘.4.&‘ Sy «@\ﬁJ\ b>5.‘|
|y adolss ye Slyall yaidl 3

: o i o R il
£330l agen 3865 (g gz (e
il plud u\SJtGP‘ 4>
((J.\J.'>J| 9_\)—1.“ «d L&.Dj 0""“"'@"*‘5

e‘)-v.“ G «_:Las.l‘s ;b.DU (al.d‘ K eS| ulss

‘_9&5.4)) u‘ |J53.o o) ub.! Lg &‘)—“}CL&J‘ u"" a3
oo ‘»‘55 ;L,J‘_)Jl.“ U.)-"-" MLAS J\‘g) Qd ‘A.»b Q\S do>0
((é)‘)ﬂj eM JS.‘ Q.]ojj‘ cﬁ‘j A_).\..A> u_s.“ ""WY‘

2000) « Jxissasn colo s :
( u.o‘z).-..uﬂ Jlee¥! o ayaall

«OLydU ¥y oL ALY Lh».s\
«(2007) «l> J3£g¢(2005)
«(2016) st & Gl gy
Olgias dronal dc gose 4] Lils)|

a3 Yoyl of ;935 (2018) «Ldan

yj‘dﬂlmu@awlm‘}c,ﬁjdwﬁw
@8l aslse ez (A3 yad| A5L3Y (_g)ab Sa>
oo ;Lu‘ osls

WWW.ARABAMERICANTODAY.NET

149 3ol - yiic AT diwll - 02025 gile | 38



cultuer aslai

Arab American Today egdll @S._uaz‘!l @l

AV

Ak, Ll ki

e =3

34 LS Jga! d

AL

l>-gall Uoyee 835l

aadlgell Aus
= |I".3'|.__'I = Ayl
895 sl Algy e silanll Laus Sl

—
T ¢

; = s—

EE————oeeee H
gk

—

Gliall lgall dagall yapno jilgas Gujilall paysi

12 B35l Lol Jlac¥l o1 ) Ll
gomLe LiLeinfy S LE 935 cunsc alalf
S 0,53 Bt g 3y ol By
Bagos 533l 23] 3 mdlss L (o
tML@J ‘)u.d Jg&J‘ RV u‘ ‘AS5.63 ‘u.\).\le

ol Uluys ST ddgiund Ll Jo

@3 aly sl oyall Oldlad clslssy
iy @GS L) sl fron jlads
Cosaal) imgall 3550 3 sile 17 3

YLm\ ‘_,4)—’-1‘ Mg)\ ué.e—wg ‘u‘).zu}u‘g
I et g ¥ DS g 1l (oo L3S
Ll oLleddl j g iSd) £ LS|
Oludadly Olgasd! o Lo daLall
;u]c.n.»..a\\.as‘uba\al\g Lol

O L] (o S falacl Loadl oldleadl

2l § ol Blse

Aaad| AS“WLA-L‘ [XVERTRINLY 35

2y pe (e sl el anls>
wb 0)4\_‘>J| Q‘ ‘ubS.U Jjﬂ‘ 4.‘>3J."
Iyagaol ol cpeeaally 0 00U Loy
o ] D il Ao Ll 15 &
Croa cro JSI 52085 Wlusy e 3350
geizne 2Uad (N1 Joay g Al 353,
.t.mS t;)l.'é

o B Byl ol e sl edsls
i yally Aol 2l delis acy e
(al.d‘gﬂj—ll‘fﬂ.s‘g@‘”uabiba‘
doie ‘_3554.‘ u;‘.> o).:\.>J\ g‘ L;‘ Lm}l
lge335 ¢ 2 yall (g5l 1 51 (oo 23553
Lenke conl bulus 3avs Yloc]

Jesd OIS 36 a8 (5l 455 3 Lo
Oly” aialsy e plasill B35l g5l
bl 45IST1 I e e Jlisss
o< glasdl 5yl w‘.ﬁ-‘ml‘ Lie Lladl

RO Y[ PPRRC IS SV

lbyoyall § L Jooldss Y
ABIU ) alagdl 3o 3adlase 4050
e gl L@..o_,.n._;jgﬂ‘u._\b.ﬁm\ il
el Slakally L5151 QIS cre By0
o2yl elsa Y Lol G5 |iay Capuil

Jb,uJHGO,.»\g:J‘wL;La»‘ s

ul.u.l]db,«.ﬂ\?;Oco ‘(_;)]m
gl Jas¥ b, mmo,@g\@m
Jm‘jgﬂydm“_ﬁ.\.ﬂdbj \205

sl gl oyl ey sl
,m‘guo).tl\).ab.x QJ)J‘JJ‘&UL}S.U
Jood S3la I BLSYL caatlilly sl
(al.d‘ [RY:S ).»‘3.‘_».“ Oagds 489 Cba
@J&j@”ﬁi)gdwbﬁmu
RVETURVE SECR P I NIPH
GLUY‘ 41[55.! \As_g o).s.e..m }(‘A.C‘ ‘54.\.&
&yl

31 (sl Al 3aaidl 535U Lo
r3sidly 2 Gl 51 s L Sl
Jle 39 -dodl LU Saeil 335>
syl alill S35le cond  JLbdI oS
1 3 Ly eSS 4l ] 5ael
38 Jaeil) Joall Al 535t Lol
JBLX)

93jl9al quuullI wlall jgo0
«U.I.Ihjg.ul.ll j.l.Dl)) b.l |ng.l._l_.O

i rog S L Tl il i puneg
b ) Lo S sac c,l.sal 940 u.d\ ‘ub\j)
3.\.9J\).|J«5 S| Lyaen m.g.\...u).‘ ml)
e gy Be e (e LT Fig egsSaat
Gl 1 O B9 15 L5ty 3 Sl 051
T 1992,

\J.HPL...J\ u.ﬁ’\ @ L-.'>‘,.4 C_»..cl of g
AU (o 25 S 2l 95 e 355 900
aiseln relag M Sy g\.!.il.muLL Jsaxdl @
}M\au&clyulusmwwpsu\
u.AlSsJ‘ u.ﬂ” RV TR Ls.u.\ agdly gyl
Ssiae e Llasdl ga dalSall & pedlarisdl
(e

<1981 {'.Lc ((uuLs)‘gM‘ cjuah) )4‘3.> Craris
314.“ u}!\:@ ‘g uL»..A:wu L.A.v‘ "gls.’j

Jj.ﬂ\ Oglaidly 4.».:.L4.u>¥| asdadly Llus

56 e 31yl 035 s A5l
u.u).v.“ M—‘JS m.‘ ‘sw‘ )J"}J‘ d.a:u‘g J}’s.‘ AJ.“
bt o] u"‘“ 3999 c;ud\ L,'b.w‘!‘
ealad! U_u.Lu uﬂsll\ L@A.ﬂ‘g & QA)JBJJ L\A.u.))
3 (38 L) syl @ s > Loyialy
ST s¥ o 25

‘)54.\.»0 5.\)\5.\‘ 445_\.“).‘ Q.é)-\#-\-u u.’\SJ\Jls
(w0 Bag B3 u.;..DU «‘,ub)}wl oj.c‘)l o).‘L>u
‘4,54\..\....4}(\.3 dbh](‘alu\s?uy)llyb.?ﬂ;ﬂ

Gz c(3laand U e 1581 o 9350 e a5yasd
«w o «.{ 854 §u5.>qu Sl o

alss UL" ‘53.14.\.; UJJ‘ J.AJIJ d.‘_ya ‘)5.&4.»
w‘jw\.\w}” ca.a:JJ 43..4.‘5‘44):“»5
u.ﬂ\@d.‘y ml.\u.uuwd\ «,u.ub;«.m»
bl

(Bsalo i ol Taisdl) o Jae Jof 53
QS ety dole s 118 5101975 ple
G iy ll (o - R 7801 & &l ]

1936-) 555155 sSunsuaslh ;35S 3log Cosic|
‘)Ajus..\.\.v.! q.-.IUo.U‘_gu)Lb;lJS....g (1975

Ol (il

Jlei) Lol & Blono a5 § 139520 JUs

U=\ ‘)5—"‘*‘6—*‘“” B35l o.\.mul(ejw
J-..UL,LL LoanLoL:SO)j).oJNw‘)) ULA‘j
Jooz yol 1385 Slaas & oS () Jo¥) L;%.-!b)
J 3>

Syl s iy g3l 33l a3 g8 Lo Lasls

39

‘ May 2025 - Volume : 13 - Issue :149

WWW.ARABAMERICANTODAY.NET



Criticism Literary a24éi

Arab American Today egdll @S_.mil @ell

adyni il plle LI Lipdai dlagl e

t\.u\_g J‘S&Y\g Slassy| J.c.u.u aik) Jsd.“
5\ 4.!54 JSJ ml&.ﬂ‘ Slowd! «.ugA.:g Slaladl
oy LS. Ugadl J13 Lo oe) (200 Lo

Sy s 3 o e« LS
Sl 5.d\ Lol Aol agidlss cpo Buato
L@Ms_vas_)au.l\ el Hgaaling fJ\;J\)Lv.@

o e ol cpdling 19318 eloms e 0933529

?.Lm oo «Fpw ‘}A.Uo\)) 4.u.c| (eSS
L,J.r.b”j\ Ja.oLN...ag.uS 5 il dslen
Ju..a.“ LAPL\A u.u.‘»a La.s.\.:. L@.uj.h
L@;L«: uYLoj L@;Al&.os tuj)l.o\ >lad
S s Bl

938 dl s ?‘“‘J‘ @;\SB’\ Ygudl o) ps
I3 e Yo Dylg 1 2385 .55 JS Ol
é 0255 9301 Laaga A1 (SBpeesd| ds
u.dl dasyl) d.b‘u_\b}dl «Lygm alad
“m.\.b Gy (e L@.\l {redbgdl e _,uSJ\
J‘g.ﬂ‘ O J.:J.!J‘ uLv Jaeliad! 4.‘5.\).0‘ u.h
S L Lol A g ! o Bligo 4,3.35)3}4\
i e Al gyl gus] B85 (o
u-‘-“u-"‘-"-’-"}” J.@b.d\ olad Lgst.u\S
ubuc}” O JMJ\S‘ JJ—M ‘_,LE. UM
Ulo| \J.@.‘ ojuun‘_g_daugl Jgdade JS Lo
aade el Lo Gipaliy Q\SL;JJ\A)M\
U‘"‘L"“ (}‘4) 4.\.&5.3 La.t ch

O Oy Judel Olyeld (Bgmuadin Llgy*
2025 G — A 148 3 Jbg5 1o

N

anmaall 6

of e o JLsls skl Q.‘...ua
s 4| zlas 08 m.\}l\ t\y}ﬂ P
cUng:. QAJ«SU@\»-J\ oJA u@a.d;\S\
UJSLAAJ‘ w‘u‘cb}.&m)\s‘
‘_,lS 1306 (ds53 ¥ 3y Lu! a5 5 ey W
@u,d;x1ymy@,u\uus
J‘ .!m.o o..u.\.w.es g&!ob.v.“ B%) o..\).‘>~.a
13] Lol Lol iy o e Lnmilly 3505511
de 4&!9\5.14 mb:> C)}UMC)A
4.:\‘,.' Sul=dl @4\5 L:La:\ ‘_é.:s Lal.a:\
e Cuag o83 Lo allamg JaSTy Lasd
)‘JAAA Li..!‘ Q‘S FIRES 5‘ dwsx> Lo ngw‘
Able e b Lo

;amws.wmow\uu Crol Lol
c.u.u.\." «®9 ‘.\5.\3.“ «_:.J)U oS u—""
).1...4." Belys L] cuis ol dig ;\_)5
‘_,-u-\l\ o;b.o oJLr.‘ oo J.AJ X u—’“—““)‘)“
‘_\.aujuud.e.a\.u‘g«"_,‘.t-t;)b.“ua‘s‘
‘4.\.9 L 5 S kf“ Lr"‘"' ubs oc.\).e

d) eids Ablal ¥ ( Jially Lo <Y
Sty M\.as‘_gu_ab)m.“ u.s‘ g‘
dabolall o (aslaly yadall w\.» 3
oybadlg duaydly syl ‘UU)‘ & ma}ll
Sy all 5 Lt Ml ged anaally
(LJLMY‘S )‘A.\.C-Y‘ 0554 M_).“ &2
o9 o) 85 351 555 oyl o
x,al.\_d‘g .\.a.:_g.“g ;l?«@-“ ‘_,_95.: n,a..a.a."

6‘.3.!‘ k) ‘)S..u.ﬂ J‘g\.u u.».>u J‘ agLJJ\
0‘5-“‘"‘ o 4.15.::&‘ bLA-” u)l.a u‘ e
2> s (A Ol Al o5 callad|
el oMo Lgoidaw u““ G R ]
:-L.uJ.“ PRV ).\3—.4.»1 Caw ‘w‘.oaa.wj
I cols o bsal
olge
Olage Lgadas =
s gid Bulie
P |
gyl
bl s
e Bylayally
Ol Cuakss uSg
sl gl 2yl
C»“JJJ e
Crwsd OB e aol
t‘.\.ﬁ‘ 8% wd‘ 5‘
& Js—m J‘)ﬂ‘
s pgelanl g
B3l e | ya Lgo)
e ) L3 e
Lol o¥l> e Y|
wﬁwmwwu
4.4\.\.9 094 Jp.ngj.u
Aoy OS5 ol AL

Qs Joyas sl (SLsdl Hsladl (532
A5 gz e Ly amaa WB3l5e e
g Balyliy Y] ansind o ddgadl ol casuas
e e 13585 58Wlg ,SYI (b a1y

I LeSy . 3o 3 Ledosa ol puboions
u‘@-‘a-wuyuw” fomsd S5B Eys>
2 Bas 4 5555 of o] JS oo ol

kM).IM(j&JLC
of qalsils oy
4525 de ooy
Ll gale et
g“\.\.ac.).l.ba
o Bglony

Maggsslls
by L;.JJ‘}&
oMl o33 ol
Gl @ \JuS
a3 u.oJ‘ it ols dsLssdl zeols Lol
sy 5T s o s oyt 435
AnsdS (e JU.UJ‘ ‘_g ob_?

of e Lo 85 sl gl e ) e
dabolall ¢ )| jolie cre 0955 Lo

g

Q.a_g‘d.!dca XandY ‘_94‘.‘).”(:.‘.1.“.'
58T Glasil oo Laguios sl

polall LY Bl Jg> dpenl coLatanll

(e e pgl GBI e

G Olsadl salail) OIS

T e Yol 4 s 38 Lo >
M&é, oyl paliadly 3L S
T Gaadly Bl blbasodl
OISl 03a st Sl ]
Tass ol ¢ ol HLudl

de Sl il elasls
wdﬂ_» u.d\u\;‘.&}”
ugadd | YT

A L3 B8 ) e
LS5 (e 193Bsy oof
Bl B3 ol
&L Llasils

5 2l SIL Bieano
uds».u sl 9S3
Ub O3l Bl
Gsbdl agrren 1955
L oz s3I
oIl & olea oo
lasll oals o5

o U 5ol s
Gdye 01 pSland
62 L § 3555 Olgia Lgols

;‘J:J‘ LHJAJADL«A-L‘UA;.\.UQ.\.«A L@JLAA‘
) Eoliinsd 3506 ad (g3 3 gkadl 138
sl ke

o JS5 Y 1Al dlesdl a2

ok M

u.»n(\ sl e d;.da.d\ & penSS .sb

‘uw\ RVCS PPV
Sl ] e il
AL el
sl 3 2yl
J-oJ‘ e o)
iz 5l sl
e 98BI s o
o2 g alolss
Lolasial Y1
Tasen g U
u‘s .3.95 ((‘34.«4.“
o Js‘ us-k’)b‘
ol sag cadel]
Jos IS pulud
R
uo)\a}\ R g_:..&‘
sl 3 dwolsl
o diuadl 0ng
EPERY
5007 Ladey )
il JahylS pulegs (saslseSyl
Aglag dabae JS (12555 (559 o2

L;.AJ.«_,:J\MJ&L;.\JUA@J.U‘.\.%
w@die gl Gl u—*—"” 1 gls dawgo
Lo ?5 QSJ ;4.’..!‘-: OJ‘AAJ‘ oda 3..!.»4 A5

29902 (uua

iy OB ooy plasds (B gl
Sleadl el elya¥ oLlS Lagsl i Judst olys!
fJL-J\LQ.v).o.zuaJhu}(w‘ ?Al JP
L@aﬂé‘M).abJJ M}J‘ OJAJ-\-L‘
Odlﬁé.‘ ub\)«sY\ t\.u;.\.: sy ‘-e-ibJj
Ol Lo aulad 4] agly sy« piad|
M\@Ps&wu@huwm
,.mJJmJb Lu..uo\).ab Lm.ouL;
‘5).19.9 QJ\SSQSJL(‘-!‘QJ in\m(uugg.d\
(W] LM&&&JLOW)&‘L@.«»J}OJ}M
adapllas) ¢ ‘JJ‘).@.bJ)buS.w.aw pgnd
u.s_g.uil&.).\\wumﬁ@b}d.! &s5adl
llgsly el 1S3 e

aipaiud sl ) ‘_,4‘5JJ‘L'>J.’U\4_>“§
G0 FSY Y S0 LagSy y23s cptinnnlusdl
55 o Sl oo e Jusadl jgedadl s
UA&)L&.“D‘)} LéS&OJAL?J‘ OJ‘sAA!‘
Byl ands SN 45 oo wgill ol
I3 (o2 L Lpuaay Linslall
361585 Lo ool o) g Ll ety )
‘C&)Ld jbtud‘ QL«AM Lé.b M‘SJJ‘U‘
o ¥ Wle Yy s Bl Wy JLasl ¥y
Loa ub‘y»."»\é‘ay 44.»\)54)44

Fos AN (05> bs Olapadh (Ol

|.I.Il Ia.lln le i U.l.Dl m.ll ((UJJ.I" aaull)

T el g g1 gradl olsl
Bl Slee Jammg s 5 all
a3y il JI55 Y dapusll
N30 0552 0F gl Jlade ysS 92
OlES (o Busasd| daalal clls e Jolild
- 1886) uu‘ Sas FSael «U_‘JY\ as3ly
Loladl L ol | L)l oy Byttt (1954
e

u‘ c.:LtS.“ doado ‘3 u“‘ .J.o.>| T3]
m.ls.; J‘ ELEX) M_\Jb ;‘)3 Jw\.tl‘ t.u.m.“
ub}ﬂ s 3 A0l Bule uy y i

B iy o,.mb.\\ ‘_]3}0 3155 dralow
4SS Lo Copms ol 13 3 | sl (1926
Uss N -TIVARY Lg oyl 4.u$ Loy g3ydl
(owg¥) 3 2l

Lesd sy ol asadl CaS 15 Lewie g
aliio ale 4f 33301 ) 808 Uglome
2 S ol g e (ol aclss o
uwwmws‘dwy|yy€1
u‘uLc‘utmus‘;M\ Loolys a3
%ﬁ).i.“g.:.t}’“,'.cd.‘l‘}_\hg

i ol cazs B a1 a3l 15 13
kol ety Ilgh Sl s JSI

0385 0¥l Loy (os3adl IS Lgud i3
(oni3ll ale (o aaiue 92 o Lgie aclydll
sy Jlemdlale (o dalins 92 Lo Lgieg

WWW.ARABAMERICANTODAY.NET

149 :3a2ll - yiic &Ll diwll - 0 2025 gile | 40



Provision uagni

Arab American Today egdll @S._;pil @l

gl jluc

15 clarsd By JS 3 5Ll 03
g

il s ehan

ralos i3S e 5, (g

ool S

Ry RENIPRPEREN| IV

Lods clae aigandas
)L».Cﬁ;‘.quq%)).&‘.b.ﬂ&&»‘.&g
BRLE PRSP ‘a\.a}ﬂ Al {2 ey

U EY

5‘¢JC)AL‘LL¢WLQML>)&
i
) c>5.|}lﬂ.|b gandl o.lhé)

gcm
LedS Lgode cugas elsY
alyg clde (s CGaols

*kok

g98ye chizg clays @ dl (deolss

drols pd (oans
oyl Giliug s ¥ Il 0y il o 5l
Jel ol el 585 Iyl
2325 Yl Al gty el 955 g3 e
Byl olgas 1343 sy ¥ o lal> claiedy
15658 Loy oy I S5 2 sl Gl
396 esg (B s L@AAJLsAcby.c;Lha_s5gL5m
O8> 9l S 6l oy alel ‘..531|u'45.-..dl)5.3ﬁ5.ez.5
u;N‘uﬂgAUA O)-A
J.\.\.\J“gué_\.“sc«‘;)d‘uh.” ‘_!_).@Jpo.t).v.uuubd.md&:‘j
Il ko 01 ¥) by o) 51 Syl
sl pe (S g s Loy 0 a3 ¥ iedae Lial
el

Blyall o 458

SLOW VIOLENCE

The man that | love rinses our re-
cyclables.

The first man to love me
bears the face of his father,

whom he loved, who loved
his country, who left it,

bereft of all but anger.

| pray toward Mecca in a shirt
sewn by someone who wasn’t
paid,

By Sarah Ghazal Ali

a woman, the hands of many
women with whom | might share

a last name, an adjacent complex-
ion,
a greater susceptibility to diabe-
tes.

The first man to love me says
immigration is like natural selec-
tion.

The peppered moth darkened
when trees covered by lichen
blackened.

There is a symbolic difference
between distance and direction.

| contaminate my life by living it.
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Malak Mattar, the First Pal-
estinian Artist to Get a Solo
Exhibition at London’s

or many Palestinians, October 6th 2023 was a normal day—another
F day living under occupation—for Malak Mattar it was something more

exciting. it was the day she started her Masters in Fine Art at London’s
Central Saint Martins College, one of the most prestigious art schools in the
world. But within 24-hours, bombing began in her home city of Gaza, and all
the joy of this new chapter of her life was washed away, and with it, much of
the colour and celebration in her work. According to Vogue Arabia.

Monochrome depictions of death and despair replaced the vibrantly-hued
storytelling that had seen her critically-acclaimed art showcased in solo exhi-
bitions everywhere from Palestine, Lebanon, Qatar and Costa Rica to Sweden,
Germany, Italy, Portugal, the UK and the USA.

“My family were still in Gaza, they were in between life and death,” recalls
Mattar of the months that followed her enrolment, and how their experience
informed her work. “They were
evacuating. They were starved,
They were separated. | remem-
ber a conversation with my fa-
ther—I could hear the drones
and bombardments falling at a
close distance—and he was ask-
ing me what paintings I've been
making. He was urging me: ‘you
have to be our voice and convey
our struggle’”

Her time in the studio since has
been one of “both anger and ca-
tharsis,” reveals Mattar, who has
found space for some reflection
amidst the darkness. “At least
I'm escaping through my act
of creation, through painting,
through memories of what my
home was like, even the art that
we had growing up, the olives
and the oranges and the sea.”
As well as a switch in colour pal-
ette and mood, the visual artist
has experimented in abstract
techniques like photo transfer
and collage for the first time
for the solo exhibition, which
features large-scale paintings,
smaller watercolours and a con-
certina book.

That's not to say that colour has
been totally sidelined, one of
major new pieces, Gaza is a Phoenix, is a large-scale painting of a scene of de-
struction with a phoenix rising from the rubble. Amidst the grey, the red bird
and green olive trees, both symbolic emblems of Palestine, represent hope.
“We don't have the luxury to lose hope,” says the artist who is also the author
of Sitti’s Bird, a semi-autobiographical children’s book. “And | do find hope in
everyday life when it comes to Palestine, yes, it's definitely an unimaginable
situation, but if people on the ground are still working, and if artists in Gaza
are still producing and creating from material that they create themselves, |
will keep creating.”

And Mattar also sees hope in the shift in attitude from her own industry, a
place where she’s experienced hostility at times. “Recently, | spoke as part of
a panel at the V&A Museum in London, and the topic was ‘Culture in Crisis:
Gaza', it's like the institutions are taking more responsibility in educating and
bringing people into our reality.”

While the global art scene may finally be more willing to embrace Palestinian
artists, it's the thoughts of her own people—and her family—that matter most
to Mattar. How do they feel about her pioneering solo show?

“My dad is very excited. Hes very happy,” she beams. “This show is really
for my family; my mom is making a speech at the opening and my brother is
playing the piano. He's a trained pianist but he couldn’t play anymore because
his piano was stolen from the house, so this is the first time that he gets to
play in public.”

The artist says plans for exhibitions in the Middle East are in the works, and
until then, Palestine, a solo exhibition by artist Malak Matar, is scheduled to
be shown on May 15, 2025, at Window Galleries in Granary Square near King's
Cross in London.
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‘Lord Of the
Rings: The Hunt
for Gollum’ Sets

Pre-Christmas
2027 Release

arner Bros. Pictures and New Line Cin-
W ema have set a Dec. 17, 2027 theatrical

release for The Lord of the Rings: The
Hunt for Gollum.

Currently Disney has an untitled Star Wars movie in
Comscore on that that 2027 date, but that probably
just hasn’t been scrubbed from the system yet. As
we know, Shawn Levy’s Star Wars: Starfighter with
Ryan Gosling is dated for May 28, 2027. Universal
has an untitled date reservation for Dec. 22, 2027.
according to deadline.

That’s the corridor by the way that previous Peter
Jackson directed Lord of the Rings and Hobbit mov-
ies have bowed within. The first of the two films The
Lord of the Rings: The Hunt for Gollum (*WT) will
be directed by and star Andy Serkis in the title role.
The Oscar-winning team behind the blockbuster
The Lord of the Rings and The Hobbit trilogies —
Peter Jackson, Fran Walsh and Philippa Boyens — is
reuniting to produce two new films from J.R.R. Tolk-
ien’s Middle-earth for Warner Bros. Pictures and
New Line Cinema. Zane Weiner is also producing.

Walsh and Boyens are writing the screenplay, along
with Phoebe Gittins and Arty Papageorgiou.

The pic will be executive produced by Ken Kamins,
with Serkis and The Imaginarium’s Jonathan Caven-
dish.

The news for Hunt for Gollum comes in the wake
of Warner Bros Discovery’s Q1 results which grew
streaming subs and profit.

The entire Lord of the Rings and Hobbit live-action
movies through six titles have grossed over $5.9 bil-
lion for Warner Bros/New Line.

Warners made a go at taking the Lord of the Rings
franchise into the anime space last December, but
it didn’t go well with Kenji Kamiyama’s The Lord of
the Rings: The War of the Rohirrim grossing only
$20.6M worldwide.
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Book tackles mental health issues

in motherhood

he Arabic edition of “This Is Postpartum”
T has been launched in the UAE coincide

with Maternal Mental Health Awareness
Week, a global campaign dedicated to creating
conversations and changing attitudes towards
mental health challenges in motherhood.

The book is a translation of the English title which
was first published in 2020 and authored by Tilda
Klumpenaar, a therapist specialising in prenatal
and postpartum depression (PPD) and is pub-
lished by Dubai-based publisher The Dreamwork
Collective. According to Gulftoday.

Born out of her own experiences of postpartum
depression, Klumpenaar’s book is a fuss-free
compilation of real-life stories and tried-and-
tested tips to help parents get their life back,
and feel more confident, happy and balanced
in their new role. Explaining her motivation for
writing the book, Klumpenaar said, “When | went
through postpartum depression, | felt so guilty
and ashamed. | wondered how other moms were
doing all of this. | felt so lonely all the time. When
| finally got mental help through an amazing ther-
apist, she told me most women don’t talk about
it, that all moms feel ashamed and guilty when
they have PPD and that’s the reason | had never
heard of it. When | finally started to feel better,
| decided to write down everything that | found
helpful. If | could help just one mom to get out
of her isolation during PPD, the book would be a

success for me.”

Speaking about her journey in creating the book,
she said, “The writing process was effortless
for me. | loved writing it so much because | was
ready to break the taboo around maternal men-
tal health issues. | wanted to keep the book very
real, which is why | also share stories of others,
besides my own. | felt a sense of humour should
also be in there, because PPD is such a serious
topic. | wanted to keep it light too.”

Having published the English edition of the book
almost five years ago, Klumpenaar already knows
how the subject resonates with mothers, and be-
lieves that it is important to extend these critical
conversations into Arabic-speaking families.
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Why lift sanctions on Syria?

Abdulrahman al-Rashed

ed for a year or more due to various

considerations - including the uncer-
tainty surrounding the country’s political
future, reservations about the new lead-
ership, or concerns from powers like Israel
and the United States does not lift sanc-
tions except after a lengthy evaluation; it
previously signed a deal with the Taliban,
yet Afghanistan has remained under eco-
nomic sanctions for four years. Moreover,
there is internal division within the US ad-
ministration itself over whether to lift the
sanctions.

S anctions on Syria could have extend-

That is why the direct appeal was made to
President Donald Trump, through a trusted
ally — Saudi Arabia — as the shortest route.
But it still requires complementary efforts
from the al-Sharaa government, which must

first provide further assurances about con-
taining local factions, protecting minorities,
and doing more to combat extremist ideol-
ogies that could threaten Ahmed al-Sharaa’s
own authority if left unchecked.

The viewpoint of those opposing the lifting
of sanctions rests on the notion that the new
government is a designated terrorist organi-
zation and must prove otherwise. There are
conditions set by the US government — five
of which Trump mentioned after his meeting
with al-Sharaa. First, the removal of foreign
fighters; second, assisting in fighting terror-
ist groups in Syria; third, distancing Palestin-
ian factions; fourth, managing the detention
centers holding ISIS fighters; and fifth, estab-
lishing a relationship with Israel.

But before discussing the feasibility of these
conditions for the al-Sharaa government, it’s
important to argue why the new Syrian gov-
ernment deserves to be given a “chance,” as
Trump said.

First, al-Sharaa and his government are now
a reality that everyone must deal with — just
as is the case with other governments in the
region that include or cooperate with mili-
tias. The reality is that government change
is off the table, war is rejected, and the Syri-
an people deserve to emerge from this dark
tunnel.

Second, the removal of Iranian influence
from Syria is a hugely significant outcome
that has changed the course of the region’s
history and future — not just for Syria, but for
Lebanon and Palestine too. Had it not been
for Iran’s overreach in Damascus and its dev-
astating consequences, the previous status
quo might never have changed. Weakening
the new government could bring Iran back

— either through ensuing chaos or due to a
weakened Damascus.

Third, reimposing sanctions is easier than
lifting them — if it turns out that Damascus
fails to uphold its commitments. Conversely,
not lifting them now could fuel rebellion and
chaos, or push Damascus toward other alli-
ances that would increase regional tensions.
Fourth, Israel is now the dominant force
setting the tone in the region. One cannot
compare Damascus to Kabul, or the al-
Sharaa government to the Taliban, which
lacks neighboring powers to keep it in check.
Damascus is within reach of Israeli forces,
which now enjoy wide-ranging influence
and have drawn red lines for their neigh-
bors regarding weapon types, distances,
and locations. Israel, in effect, has become
the guarantor of its own strategic interests.
Lebanon today serves as an example under
Israeli security engineering.

Between accepting the reality on the
ground, fears of chaos, and the potential
return of Iran — the safest option for the
international and regional community is to
give Damascus what it needs to revive this
devastated country. Everyone has the right
to set conditions that ensure both Syria’s
stability and the region’s security. Syria sits
at the heart of the crisis zone — and if left
alone, it will descend into chaos with severe
consequences.The least risky option remains
giving it a chance — even if that carries some
“risk,” it is one that can be managed in the
worst-case scenario.

Arab cooperation with Damascus today, up
close, is better than trying to fix the situation
later. If we come back in a year or two to try
to repair the damage, the relationship will
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likely be harder to mend. One can say that
between December 7 and today — between
fears and hopes — the al-Sharaa government
has shown evidence of openness and will-
ingness to cooperate. Certainly, more is ex-
pected of it.

The American demands may seem awkward
in public, but they ultimately work in Da-
mascus’s favor. Banning foreign fighters is a
requirement for all governments, and com-
bating terrorism is an international obliga-
tion. As for the Palestinian factions in Syria,
they are, in reality, militias affiliated with the
former al-Assad regime, which used them in
Lebanon against Arab states. The exception
is Hamas, which was not Syrian.

It is expected that al-Sharaa will expel all
these groups willingly, as Jordan did before,
and as Lebanon is currently trying to do with
the remnants.

What about the condition of engaging in an
agreement with Israel? It’s worth recalling
that al-Sharaa and his ministers had previ-
ously spoken — even before Trump — about
their willingness to do so within the frame-
work of an Arab peace initiative. Regardless
of the remaining concerns, which | won't
elaborate on here, the region is capable of
adapting and changing — and this remains
better than leaving the country to fall prey
to chaos, which would be more dangerous
for everyone.

We expect the Damascus government to
understand this and steer clear of regional
and international entanglements. To be fair,
President al-Sharaa has repeatedly hinted in
his statements at his openness to all and his
desire to focus on development and prog-
ress.
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Liberté pour
Cécile Kohler et
Jacques Paris

Cages on bran dopuin

5

France files lawsuit
against Iran at Interna-
tional Criminal Court

he lawsuit was filed with the ICC shortly before meet-
T ing in Turkey of Iranian negotiators on the country’s

nuclear program
France filed a lawsuit with the International Criminal Court
(ICC) against Iran for “breach of obligations to provide consul-
ar protection” to two French citizens who are still detained in
the country, French Foreign Minister Jean-Noel Barrot said,
quoted by Agence France-Presse.

Cécile Kohler and Jacques Parry “have been held hostage in
Iran for three years, held in indecent conditions that amount
to torture, and deprived of so-called consular visits”, Barrot
told France 2 television.

The French foreign minister said in early April that Paris was
preparing to refer the problem to the ICC if no progress was
made in resolving it. The announcement was hailed as a
“turning point” by Cecile Kohler’s sister.

The complaint to the ICC was filed shortly before today’s meet-
ing in Turkey of Iranian nuclear negotiators with their coun-
terparts from Britain, France and Germany.

Teacher Cecile Kohler and her partner Jacques Parry, whom
France describes as “state hostages”, were arrested in May
2022 on espionage charges and have since been held in ex-
tremely harsh conditions in a single cell in Tehran’s Evin pris-
on.

They are officially the last two French citizens held in Iran. OI-
ivier Grondeau, who had been detained since October 2022,
was released in March.

Around twenty Western citizens are currently in Iranian pris-
ons. European authorities and NGOs accuse Tehran of “hos-
tile diplomacy”.
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Saudi capital market
hits record $266.6bn in
AUM amid fund growth

audi Arabia’s capital market saw its total assets under man-
S agement value crossing SR1 trillion ($266.6 billion) in 2024,

a 20.9 percent increase from the previous year, a new report
showed. According to arabnews.

According to the Capital Market Authority’s annual report, this growth
was accompanied by a 47 percent surge in the number of subscribers
in public and private funds, which rose to over 1.72 million by year-
end. The total number of investment funds reached 1,549, continuing
the upward trajectory of capital market activity.

This comes as the CMA continues market reforms aimed at improving
liquidity, expanding investor access, and strengthening overall perfor-
mance — part of broader efforts to support Vision 2030 and increase
the market’s contribution to the economy.

In a press release, the CMA stated: “The year 2024 also witnessed
growth in public offerings and equity registrations, with the CMA
approving 60 applications, an increase of 36.4 percent compared to
2023”

These included 40 applications in the parallel market and 16 in the
main market.

The number of subscribers in public and private funds exceeded 1.72
million, an annual increase of 47 percent. File/SPA

A total of 44 listings were completed during the year, reinforcing the
vibrancy of Saudi Arabia’s IPO landscape.

Saudi Arabia continued to dominate regional capital markets in the
first quarter of 2025, accounting for 12 of the 14 initial public offerings
across the Middle East and North Africa, according to EY’s latest report
released earlier this month.

The Kingdom'’s listings — five on the Tadawul Main Market and sev-
en on Nomu — contributed to a 106 percent year-on-year increase
in regional IPO proceeds, which reached $2.1 billion. EY also noted
that Saudi Arabia leads the IPO pipeline, with 17 companies already
approved by the CMA.

The sukuk and debt instruments market also recorded significant ex-
pansion, with the total value of listed instruments reaching SR663.5
billion last year, up from SR549.8 billion in 2023 — a growth rate of
20.6 percent, CMA’s annual report highlighted.

The market regulator attributed this to the largest set of regulatory en-
hancements since the market’s inception, which included easing entry
requirements and expanding the pool of qualified investors.

In the release, CMA Chairman Mohammed El-Kuwaiz noted that the
authority approved its 2024-2026 strategic plan, aligning with evolv-
ing economic developments.

“The plan includes nine objectives distributed across three strategic
pillars: the first focuses on activating the capital market’s role in fi-
nancing and investment; the second on empowering the capital mar-
ket ecosystem; and the third on protecting investor rights,” the release
added.

The plan was developed through a comprehensive sectoral analysis
and consultation with stakeholders, aligned with Vision 2030 objec-
tives.
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Apartment sales in
Jordan rose 12%
thanks to registra-
tion exemptions

tributed to a Cabinet’s decision that stimulated the

real estate and housing sector by granting a 50 per
cent exemption on registration fees for residential apart-
ments exceeding 150 square meters, an official said.

T he “large” Jordanian increase in apartment sales is at-

Director General of the Department of Lands and Survey Ah-
mad Amoush said that the total real estate trading volume in
2024 reached about JD6.7 billion, with expectations for a fur-
ther increase this year.

Amoush also announced that the department is working on
launching a new package of over 22 electronic services as part
of its digital transformation plan, aiming to fully automate all
services by the end of 2025, the Jordan News Agency, Petra,
reported.

He pointed out that the number of in-person visitors to the de-
partment has decreased by 70 per cent, particularly for issuing
title deeds (Qushan) and land maps, representing a “signifi-
cant” leap in streamlining transaction procedures.

The Cabinet decided in November of 2024 to exempt apart-
ments over 150 square metres from 50 per cent of the regis-
tration fees.

This is in addition to a previous decision granting 100 per cent
of the registration fee exemption for apartments under 150
square metres for first-time buyers.

The government also approved a 50 per cent exemption from
property tax (musaqqafat fees) for a period of three years for
first-time buyers, in an effort to ease the burden on citizens
taking housing loans.

As of the end of April, the total real estate trading volume in
the Kingdom reached JD2.047 billion, reflecting a 4 per cent
increase compared with the same period in 2024.

The trading volume for April alone amounted to around JD555
million.

Also, revenues during the first third of this year rose by 11
per cent compared with the same period last year, reaching
around JD84.5 million.
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China lifts ban on Boe-
ing deliveries following
US-China trade agree-
ment: Report

tion on airlines receiving Boeing aircraft after

a breakthrough in trade negotiations with the
US that temporarily reduced tariffs on both sides,
Bloomberg reported.

C hina has removed a one-month-long restric-

According to sources, Beijing officials have begun in-
forming local airlines and government agencies that de-
liveries of US-made aircraft can continue.

Additionally, the airlines have been granted the freedom
to arrange delivery according to their own schedule and
conditions. According to Anadolu.

The easing in the restriction came after the world’s top
two economies announced a trade agreement with the
US reducing its total 145% tariffs on the majority of Chi-
nese goods to 30% for a period of 90 days. As of April 2,
China also suspended any further actions against the US
and reduced its 125% levies on US imports to 10%.

In a joint statement, both governments acknowledged
the importance of “a sustainable, long-term, and mutu-
ally beneficial” trade relationship.

Boeing had found itself in a difficult situation after Chi-
na retaliated with tariffs following US President Donald
Trump announcing tariffs on most major trading part-
ners.

On April 15, Beijing ordered airlines to cease delivering
Boeing aircraft, and thus priced the company’s planes
out of the Chinese carrier market.

Trump confirmed on that same date that China had
withdrawn and would not take delivery of airplanes
from a major Boeing deal.

“They just reneged on the big Boeing deal, saying that
they will ‘not take possession’ of fully committed to air-
craft,” Trump said.

The resumption of deliveries is expected to positively

impact Boeing’s business relations and operations with-
in China, one of the largest aviation markets globally.
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Hamas used pro-Trump figure in backchannel talks
for release of Israeli-American captive: Report

senior Hamas official contacted a
A former pro-Trump activist in April
in a secret effort to open talks with
US envoy Steve Witkoff, ultimately leading
to the release of American-Israeli
hostage Edan Alexander, Axios
reported.

helped convince Hamas to release Alexander

without demanding anything in return, a

move reportedly meant to influence US Presi-

dent Donald Trump's position on Gaza.
According to the report, Hamas hoped
the gesture would prompt Wash-
ington to back a ceasefire and
broader negotiations.

Israeli officials were
reportedly kept in the
dark, learning of the
backchannel talks through
their intelligence services.
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu'’s aide, Ron Der-

mer, confirmed the talks with

Witkoff during a Washington

visit last week.

The report said Hamas ultimately
agreed to release Alexander on Sunday. The
administration to increase pressure on Israel Trump administration later offered a potential
amid ongoing hostilities in Gaza, the report 70-90 day ceasefire and future negotiations
said. in return for the release of 10 additional hos-
With Qatari mediation, Witkoff and Bahbah tages, a Palestinian official told Axios.

Citing multiple officials,
the Axios report stated
that Bishara Bahbah—a
Palestinian-Amer-

ican businessman

and former leader of
“Arab Americans for
Trump”—received nearly
20 messages from Hamas
representatives over the past.
According to Anadolu.

The outreach aimed to convince the Trump
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Putin says Russia ready to
‘work’ with Kyiv on ‘memoran-
dum’ for possible peace deal

ussian President Vladimir Putin said after speaking with
R Donald Trump that Moscow will propose a “memoran-

dum” that it will be willing to work with Kyiv on outlining
positions for a possible peace agreement.

“Russia will propose and will be ready to work with the Ukrainian
side on a memorandum on a possible future peace agreement
defining a range of positions,” Putin told Russian media after a call
with Trump. According to AFP.

He added that the document could outline “the principles of
settlement, the timing of a possible peace agreement and so on

-- including a possible ceasefire for a certain period of time if
appropriate agreements are reached”.

Putin said direct talks between Russia and Ukraine in Istanbul

put all sides on the “right path” towards ending the conflict in
Ukraine, and calling on all sides to make “compromises”.

“Contact between participants of the meeting and negotiations

in Istanbul -- this contact was restarted and it gives us the basis

to think that on the whole we are on the right path,” Putin told
Russian media after speaking to US leader Donald Trump, adding
that both Moscow and Kyiv should show “maximum” effort to find
“compromises that would suit all sides”.

Trump on said
Russia and
Ukraine would
begin negotia-
tions towards a
ceasefire “imme-
diately,” after he
held a call with
Russian President
Vladimir Putin
on the grinding
conflict.

“Russia and
Ukraine will
immediately
start negotiations
toward a Cease-
fire and, more
importantly, an
END to the War,” Trump posted on his Truth Social platform after
the call, adding that the “tone and spirit of the conversation were
excellent.”

Delegations from Russia and Ukraine held direct negotiations in
Istanbul last week for the first time in almost three years, but the
talks ended without a commitment to a ceasefire.

After the negotiations, Trump announced that he would speak by
phone with the Russian president in a bid to end the “bloodbath”
in Ukraine, which has destroyed large swathes of the country and
displaced millions of people.

Trump also said he would speak to Ukrainian president Volody-
myrZelensky and NATO officials, expressing hope that a “ceasefire
will take place, and this very violent war... will end”.

Since taking office in January, Trump has repeatedly stressed that
he wants to see an end to the conflict, and has recently backed
calls for an unconditional 30-day ceasefire.

Both Moscow and Washington have previously stressed the need
for a meeting on the conflict between Putin and Trump.

The US president has also argued that “nothing’s going to happen”
on the conflict until he meets Putin face-to-face.

At the talks in Istanbul, which were also attended by US officials,
Russia and Ukraine agreed to exchange 1,000 prisoners each and
trade ideas on a possible truce, but with no concrete commit-
ment.

Ukraine’s top negotiator, Defence Minister RustemUmeroyv, said
that the “next step” would be a meeting between Putin and
Zelensky.

Russia said it had taken note of the request.

“We consider it possible, but only as a result of the work and upon
achieving certain results in the form of an agreement between the
two sides,” the Kremlin’s spokesperson said.
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Finland, Sweden
voice concern over
Gaza, criticize Is-
raeli remarks

pressed serious concern on over the deteriorat-

ing humanitarian situation in Gaza, following
remarks by Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
suggesting that Israel intends to assume full control of
the Gaza Strip. According to Xinhua Agency.

P olitical leaders from Finland and Sweden ex-

In coordinated statements shared on the social me-
dia platform X, Finnish President Alexander Stubb,
Prime Minister Petteri Orpo, and Foreign Minister Eli-
na Valtonen underscored the urgent need to ensure
unrestricted humanitarian access to the enclave. They
stressed that humanitarian aid must not be politicized
and warned that forced displacement constitutes a war
crime and must not be part of any proposed resolution.

The Finnish leadership also called for an immediate
ceasefire and the resumption of peace negotiations
grounded in a two-state solution. They urged Israel to
meet its international legal obligations and facilitate the
delivery of humanitarian assistance.

The statement emphasized that the United Nations and
humanitarian organizations must be allowed to operate
fully and impartially within Gaza.

Separately, Swedish Foreign Minister Maria Malmer
Stenergard strongly criticized Netanyahu’s comments. In
a written statement to Swedish Television, she warned
that if the intention is annexation, it would represent a
blatant violation of international law.

Stenergard reiterated Sweden’s stance in support of Ga-
za's territorial integrity and noted that the government
has repeatedly demanded unhindered humanitarian
access. She added that both Sweden and the European
Union are evaluating measures to support Gaza’s civilian
population.

In an interview with the TT news agency, Stenergard
said Sweden would push for EU sanctions against spe-
cific Israeli ministers, accusing them of promoting illegal
settlement expansion and obstructing progress toward
a two-state solution. She did not identify the ministers
by name.

Netanyahu’s comments came earlier on Monday, as Isra-
el intensified military operations in Gaza. He said Israel
would “take control of the entire” Gaza Strip.
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Haaretz: French
Rabbi threatened
with death for
criticizing Zionist
Regime

that Rabbi Delphine Horvilleur, the lead-

er of a reformist group in Paris, recently
published an article calling for support for those
who understand that starving the innocent or
condemning children does not alleviate pain or
avenge death.

T he Hebrew newspaper Haaretz reported

She criticized far-right ministers in the Zionist re-
gime’s cabinet who justify depriving the people of
Gaza of humanitarian aid and essential food sup-
plies as a legitimate act of war.

She wrote, “Without a future for the Palestinian
nation, there is no future for Zionists either.”

The reaction from conservatives within the Jew-
ish community to the French rabbi’s statements
was immediate and violent, to the extent that she
faced a flood of online insults, with some labeling
her a threat to others and calling for her execution.

Haaretz noted that the rabbi’s stance reflects a
striking shift, as she emerged as a spokesperson
for France’s largest Jewish community in Europe
following the October 7 Palestinian resistance at-
tack. While she was repeatedly asked to defend
the Zionist regime in mainstream media, she was
even targeted by political figures opposed to the
regime due to this support.

The French rabbi stated that she is facing attacks
and threats due to her criticism of the policies of
extremist ministers in the Zionist regime’s cabinet
regarding the Gaza Strip, who have advocated for
a starvation policy. Due to the volume and nature
of the threats, the police are investigating her so-
cial media accounts.
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Google settles Black
employees’ racial bias
lawsuit for $50 million

oogle agreed to a $50 million settlement in a class-action
G lawsuit brought by Black current and former employees who

alleged racial discrimination in the company’s policies and
practices, according to a court filing.

The lead plaintiff in Curley v. Google, LLC, an African American female, designed
outreach programs to allow the technology giant to recruit students at histori-
cally Black colleges and universities. She alleged in a 2022 complaint that Goo-
gle discriminated and retaliated against her and similarly situated employees
on the basis of race, sex and sexual orientation in violation of federal and New
York city and state laws. According to HR Dive.

In addition to providing monetary relief, Google said it would adopt several
provisions. For example, over a three-year period following settlement, the
company would identify race-based pay disparities prior to finalizing pay
changes for subsequent years. It also would not require mandatory arbitration
agreements for employment-related disputes through and including August
2026 and would not enforce existing, similar agreements during that time.
Dive Insight:

One of the world’s most prominent companies has issued yet another multimil-
lion-dollar agreement to settle discrimination allegations. Similar news came
in 2021, when Google agreed to pay $3.8 million to settle pay discrimination
claims at California and Washington state locations following a U.S. Depart-
ment of Labor investigation into pay disparities affecting women and Asian
employees.

Prior to that, Google agreed to pay $11 million in 2019 to settle a class-action
age discrimination lawsuit alleging that the company discriminated against job
applicants ages 40 and above.

In settlement, three named plaintiffs claimed that they were assigned low-
er-level roles, paid lower wages, given unfair performance ratings, subjected
to a hostile work environment and denied advancement and leadership roles
because of their race. Google has faced criticism of its pay practices in the past,
with one internal 2022 survey reportedly finding a sharp decline in employee
pay satisfaction compared to 2021.

In her complaint, the lead plaintiff alleged that Google “‘under-leveled” her
by assigning her a seniority level lower than that suggested by her education
attainment and professional experience. The company did not promote her or
give her a merit pay increase, she claimed, despite “stellar qualifications and
performance.”

The plaintiff further alleged that “Google was biased against and reluctant to
hire Black talent, subjecting Black students to more stringent hiring practic-
es than non-Black candidates” as well as hazing them and asking them “lev-
el-inappropriate questions” as a means of intentionally tanking their interview
scores.

“As Plaintiff's success in recruiting talented, well-qualified Black candidates
grew, she discovered that Google was not genuinely interested in actual di-
versity and equal employment opportunities but wanted only to burnish its
public image for marketing purposes,” the plaintiff alleged. “Google wanted
Plaintiff, as an African American woman, to quietly put on a good face for the
company and toe the company line. But Plaintiff was unwilling to be used as a
mere marketing ploy.”

“We've reached an agreement that involves no admission of wrongdoing,” a
Google spokesperson told HR Dive in an email. “We strongly disagree with the
allegations that we treated anyone improperly and we remain committed to
paying, hiring, and leveling all employees consistently.”
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Robots learning
without us? New
study cuts humans
from early testing

umans no longer have exclusive control over train-
H ing social robots to interact effectively, thanks to

a new study from the University of Surrey and the
University of Hamburg.

The study, which will be presented at this year’s IEEE Inter-
national Conference on Robotics and Automation (ICRA),
introduces a new simulation method that lets researchers
test their social robots without needing human partici-
pants, making research faster and scalable. According to
sciencedaily.

Using a humanoid robot, the research team developed

a dynamic scanpath prediction model to help the robot
predict where a person would look in a social setting.

The model was tested using two publicly available datasets,
and the researchers demonstrated that humanoid robots
were capable of mimicking human-like eye movements.

Dr Di Fu, co-lead of the study and lecturer in Cognitive
Neuroscience at the University of Surrey:

“Our method allows us to test whether a robot is paying
attention to the right things -- just as a human would

-- without needing real-time human supervision. What’s
exciting is that the model remains accurate even in noisy,
unpredictable environments, making it a promising tool
for real-world applications like education, healthcare, and
customer service.”

Social robots are designed to interact with people using
speech, gestures, and expressions, making them useful in
education, healthcare, and customer service.

Examples of social robots also include Pepper, a retail assis-
tant, and Paro, a therapeutic robot for dementia patients.

The research team matched how their model worked in
the real world to that of a simulated one, projecting human
gaze priority maps onto a screen to compare the robot’s
predicted attention focus with real-world data.

This allowed for direct evaluation of social attention
models in realistic conditions, reducing the need for
large-scale human-robot interaction studies in the

early phases of research.

Dr Fu comments: “Using robotic
simulations instead of early-stage
human trials is a major step
forward for social
robotics. It
means we
can test
and refine
social
interaction
models

at scale, making robots
better at understanding
and responding to people.
Next, we want to apply
this approach to areas like
social awareness in robot
embodiment and explore
how it can work in more
complex social settings
and different types

of robots.” R
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Huawei Watch 5
launches as new pre-
mium smartwatch
with up to 11 days of
battery life

at the company’s special launch event in Berlin.

Available in 42 mm and 46 mm variants, this new
smartwatch starts at €449, and it’s rated for up to 11
days of battery life.

T he Huawei Watch 5 has made its official debut

Huawei has a new premium smartwatch in its portfolio,
the Watch 5. Available in two variants, the larger variant
of the wearable is rated for up to 11 days of battery life,
while the smaller one can offer up to 7 days of runtime in
the Ultra Long mode. The typical battery life ratings are 3
days for both of the wearables. According to notebook-
check.

Among the two, the 46 mm Huawei Watch 5 features a
1.5-inch AMOLED display with a 466x466 pixels resolution
and an automatic brightness feature. As for the smaller
variant of the smartwatch, it comes with a 1.38-inch pan-
el with the same display resolution but is rated for up to
3,000 nits of brightness.

Both the variants of the Huawei Watch 5 come with many
health and fitness features, including automatic SpO2
measurement, stress monitoring, and sleep monitoring.
There are a host of sensors for these measurements, in-
cluding an accelerometer, depth sensor, and optical heart
rate sensor.

As for the build, the smaller 42 mm variant of the smart-
watch is available with 316L and 904L stainless steel cases,
depending on the model. On the other hand, the 46 mm
Huawei Watch 5 is available with 316L stainless steel and
titanium alloy cases. All of them come with ceramic rear
covers.

There are multiple strap options available for both variants
of the smartwatch as well. Other highlights of the Huawei
Watch 5 include 3G and 4G network support, dual-band
WiFi, Bluetooth 5.2, and wireless charging. Regarding the
price, both the 42 mm and 46 mm variants start at €449
in the EU, and they are available on the official website.
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How to Style Men’s
Woatches for Casual
and Formal Wear

accessories that can add immense style to an outfit. Whether

dressing down for a casual day or all suited up for the prom,
the right watch will make a difference. This is the styling guide for men
on how to effortlessly don their watches on any occasion. According to
rogersandhollands.

M en’s watches are more than just timekeepers; they become key

Selecting the Perfect Men’s Watch for Casual Wear

A casual outfit is all about comfort and practicality. For this kind of wear,
informal men'’s watches with a dash of style would be good. Sports watches
or chronographs with robust and functional designs are good choices.
Leather or fabric straps are also suitable for everyday wear and add a casual
touch to the overall look. A minimalist watch face and simple complications
make it a bit subtle and cool.

How to Choose the Perfect Men’s Watch for Formal Events
On a formal occasion, dressing up to look so classy is in keeping with the
wearing of a watch. Dress watches are best for such events. Avoid designs
that are sharp and plumpy on the profile side, and have an elegant tradition-
al leather strap or metal bracelet. For a subtle inflection of elegance, try a
minimalist watch with Roman numerals or a date function.

How to Match Watch with Different Outfits

Casual: A watch goes really well with jeans and a tee or casual but-
ton-down. A strap made of rubber or canvas would be fantastic, and you
could go sporty or vintage.

Smart Casual: Business casual, a great one with leather straps, and this
watch can be a bit more elegant than the sports, but again, a mid-sized
watch with a clean dial looks really great over chinos or smart jeans.
Formal Attire: Pair your formal wear with a classic dress watch. The watch
should be slender and classy, complementing the suit or tuxedo. Again, you
can play safe with traditional metals like silver or gold to match your belt
buckle or cufflinks.

Watch Size and Fit: Getting It Right for Any Occasion

Casual Watches: The slightly bigger watches may go well with a casual
look. Make sure the watch does not bulge out much from your wrist.
Formal Watches: Choose a watch that has a slim profile so as not to bulge
out under the cuff of a shirt. The watch must harmonize proportionally with
your wrist—neither too loose nor too tight.

Color Coordination: Ensuring Your Watch Compliments
Your Outfit

Casual Watches: You may opt for colors that suit your casual wear. For in-
stance, the watch strapped in navy color makes great matching with a casual
blazer and jeans.

Formal watches: You could have colors such as black, silver, or gold. Be
sure that the color of the watch is just like those of your belt, shoes, and
cufflinks. In case you put on a black tie, then you could wear a black leather
strap or metallic bracelet watch.

Choosing the right watch enhances your overall look and embodies your
personal style. Trust us to provide you with timeless pieces that resonate
with both casual and formal elegance.
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Spaln foreign
tourist numbers

break record in
early 2025

eign tourists in the first three months

of 2025 as the buoyant sector drives an
economy outshining European peers, official
data showed.

S pain welcomed a record 17 million for-

The 17.1 million foreign tourists arriving in
Spain from January to March was a 5.7-percent
increase on the same period in 2024, the Na-
tional Statistics Institute said.

Britain, France and Germany supplied the most
holidaymakers to the world’s second most-vis-
ited country, which last year hosted a record 94
million foreign tourists seeking its sun, beaches
and culture.

Spending by foreign tourists also climbed 7.2
percent to 23.5 billion euros ($26.7 billion),
the tourism ministry said in a statement, a wel-
come development for the government which
wants visitors to splash more cash during their
stay.

The tourist sector was one of the drivers of
Spain’s standout growth of 3.2 percent in 2024,
well above the EU figure of one percent.

But the bonanza has sparked a growing back-
lash among locals who complain that an unsus-
tainable influx of foreign visitors is driving up
rents, saturating infrastructure and changing
the fabric of neighbourhoods.

Spain aims to “diversify” destinations, make
the sector less dependent on key seasons and
“share out the benefits” across the country,
Tourism Minister Jordi Hereu said in a state-

ment.
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Why Festivals Are Important:
Exploring Their Cultural, Social,
and Economic Impact

estivals are more than just celebrations; they unite people across cultures,
F beliefs, and geographies. Whether it’s a colourful parade, a religious ritual,
or a musical gathering, festivals have profound cultural, social, and economic
significance. In this article, we explore why festivals are an integral part of our lives
and how they enrich individuals and communities. According to ventoinsurance.

Festivals Promote Happiness and Joy

Life can often feel overwhelming, and festivals remind us to celebrate lifes simple
pleasures. Whether it’s dancing at a music festival, gathering for a feast, or partici-
pating in cultural performances, festivals provide a much-needed break from stress.
Research shows that communal celebrations trigger feelings of happiness and be-
longing. By offering positive emotions and shared experiences, festivals play a signif-
icant role in enhancing personal and collective mental health. They represent the
importance of freedom and hedonism — which is why we live! Life is about having
fun and festivals are the ultimate expression of that.

Cultural Anchors: Preserving Traditions and Heritage

Festivals serve as strong reminders of our history, traditions, and values. They
provide an opportunity to celebrate shared experiences and rituals passed down
through generations. Events like Diwali in India or Chinese New Year are not just
occasions for joy; they preserve stories, heritage, and cultural identity, ensuring they
remain alive for future generations.

Celebrating festivals also helps strengthen cultural pride. For example, Oktoberfest
in Germany showcases Bavarian traditions through food, music, and attire, while Rio
Carnival in Brazil highlights its Afro-Brazilian roots and vibrant samba culture. Festi-
vals encourage us to embrace who we are and where we come from.

Social Importance: Bringing People Together

In a fast-paced, digitally dominated world, festivals serve as moments to pause, re-
connect and have fun. They bring communities, families, and strangers together in
a spirit of camaraderie and celebration. Festivals encourage inclusivity and bridge
divides, promoting social harmony regardless of class, religion, or background.
Economic Impact: Boosting Local Businesses and Tourism

Festivals are not just cultural extravaganzas — they are economic drivers. They at-
tract tourists, create jobs, and boost local economies. Small businesses, artisans,
and vendors thrive during festivals as people spend on food, clothing, decorations,
and entertainment. Events like the Edinburgh Fringe Festival or Coachella generate
millions in revenue while providing platforms for local artists and performers.
Tourism industries greatly benefit as festivals draw global visitors, showcasing the
local culture, cuisine, and hospitality. For smaller communities, festivals can be a
source of financial sustainability.

Promoting Creativity and Sustainability

Festivals celebrate art, creativity, and innovation. From dazzling fireworks to intricate
art installations and musical performances, these events inspire artists and bring cul-
tural expressions to life. Festivals like Burning Man and Glastonbury offer a platform
for creativity, self-expression, and artistic experimentation.

In recent years, festivals have also taken steps to be environmentally sustainable.
Many events now promote eco-friendly practices such as waste management, re-
usable materials, and awareness campaigns for environmental conservation. For
instance, festivals like Woodford Folk Festival in Australia emphasise reducing waste
and carbon footprints.

Religious and Spiritual Connection

For many, festivals have deep spiritual significance. They provide an opportunity to
honour religious beliefs, seek blessings, and engage in spiritual rejuvenation. Events
like Christmas, Ramadan, or Vesak hold profound importance for believers, strength-
ening their connection to faith and community.

Festivals also encourage introspection, charity, and acts of kindness, making them a
time to reflect on one’s values and priorities.

Festivals are more than just celebrations; they are vital to the cultural and social fab-
ric of human society. They preserve traditions, foster unity, and bring a sense of fun,
freedom and joy to communities. Beyond their cultural significance, festivals also
drive economic growth and inspire creativity, enriching societies in numerous ways.
Whether it’s a small local gathering or a grand international event, festivals remind
us of our shared humanity and the importance of coming together
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2,300-year-old mys-
terious sword with
‘Swastika’ symbol
discovered in France

2,300-year-old swords in a Celtic Iron Age burial site

at Creuzier-le-Neuf. The weapons were found intact
within their scabbards and are believed to date back to the
fourth century B.C. One of the swords features swastika
designs on gems embedded in its copper-alloy scabbard.
According to livescience.

A rchaeologists in France have discovered two

The swastika, which had symbolic significance in pre-modern
cultures, was used in Celtic ornamentation long before it be-
came associated with the 20th-century Nazi regime.

The swords were uncovered as part of a broader excavation in-
volving more than 100 graves across a 650-square-metre site.
Due to the region’s acidic soil, no skeletal remains were pre-
served, but other grave goods such as jewellery and brooches
were recovered.

X-ray analysis of the shorter sword revealed embedded sym-
bols on the blade — a sun and crescent moon separated by a
line. These markings are linked to cosmological beliefs and are
consistent with similar motifs seen on other Celtic and Etrus-
can swords from the period. The longer sword, equipped with
suspension rings, appears to have been a functional weapon
intended for mounted use. In contrast, the shorter, more or-
nate sword seems to have served a ceremonial or symbolic
role, possibly indicating status or command.

Nearly half of the graves contained metal ornaments, with
copper-alloy bracelets being the most frequent. Several dam-
aged brooches, including one with a gem set in a gilded disc
and another featuring ocelli (eyelike designs), were also found.

During the Second Iron Age, Creuzier-le-Neuf lay at the inter-
section of territories controlled by the Arverni, Aedui, and Bi-
turiges tribes. The shorter sword may date to around the time
of the Celtic incursions into Italy and the 387 BCE sacking of
Rome by the Gauls.
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5 Things You Must Know
About Your Kids’ Friends

our kids’ friends are going to have an impact on them,
Y positively and negatively. It’s important to know who

they are so you can help your children navigate and
discern what’s right from wrong.

Here are five essentials to know about your kids’ friends. According
to imom.

1. Who their parents are.

When we say “who,” we’re not simply referring to where his dad
works and which neighborhood they live in. It’s important to know as
much as possible about the families these kids come from, and how
closely their values and parenting style align with your own. This is
especially important if your child will be spending time in the other
child’s home for a sleepover or playdate. If you don’t have reliable
sources in the form of mutual friends, you'll have to take the initiative
and get to know the family on your own. Invite the mom for coffee or
include the family in a gathering of friends. You really can’t know too
much! (Note: We realize this is more difficult in a larger city thanin a
small community. But do the best you can.)

2. Who the child’s other friends are.

You can tell a lot about a person by the company they keep. If your
daughter’s friend hangs out with an older or faster crowd, that can
tell you a lot about the influences and ideas your child will be exposed
to through the friendship. By contrast, if your child’s new friend has
close relationships with other children you know to be great kids from
like-minded families, then that tells you a great deal, too.

3. What kind of student he or she is.

We're not talking about raw, God-given intelligence here—none of us
gets to choose how much of that we receive. But if your child’s friends
are good students who place importance on academic achievement
and working hard in the classroom, it can help influence your child to
do his best, too. On the flip side, a kid who thinks school is “stupid” or
“boring” and doesn’t care about his grades may rub off on your child
in a negative way. It also indicates what type of work ethic and sense
of responsibility the child possesses.

4. Whether the child respects adults and other authority fig-
ures.

This can be tough because almost every child puts on a good face
around adults (remember Eddie Haskell from Leave It to Beaver?). But
this is another area in which the attitudes of your kids’ friends will
have an effect on your child. If they have friends who constantly push
back against authority and look for ways to beat the rules, your child
will learn to do the same. Listen up when they talk about their teach-
ers and parents in your presence—their true attitudes will seep out in
the way they discuss them.

5. If the child shares a similar faith.

We're not suggesting that every friend your child has must be a mem-
ber of the exact same church in the same denomination your fami-
ly has chosen. But you must realize that—especially in the grammar
school years—children are forming a worldview based upon all the
information and influences around them. A friend who doesn’t share
your child’s faith can cloud that picture and create confusion, so pro-
ceed with caution. In addition, resist the urge to send your child into
these relationships as a “missionary” of sorts until you know beyond a
shadow of a doubt that he or she is equipped to be the influencer, and
grounded enough to resist being the influenced. In most cases, this
isn’t possible until late adolescence or young adulthood.

uj.l a0q00 agiy dlloo
EIFYLY. TIY oo daal Lol 19

Ualall Byl 095, Al cddgund] Joxs alae o5
da ol e e lvog didghanlls Jodad) GdS3 Lgis
‘J‘5 w_)SA_a O (3 4.\.‘_9_9..A.U JAH‘ J.a:u.i U‘ 4.>u.u.“3
deb]a‘ll‘a_d_‘..WSJP u\sla»tl.uld.d.:uls
U.sJS; ol ul,.la:»J\ (ml O iy ally J 33! 8 ddgiand
MJ:Y‘ u.o.s u‘ J.mwm ¥ (33A°JM e\.@uu d.h.b
ETEY WL...»Yl g J.s.lajl ) L@.'l by suLc.@.U 0da
Ao iy sl § B plasg il
U-o.i.é‘j daelueld cLLN u\> dJsJa BJ.CLAMJ U.Aj-ﬁ
3y> Gl dgiladl AJ.'>).4 Glolsaldl i wgills
ale ds5> pluae Y ‘_]La.c.\xl Jss (o983 Ay ddilad
)UAA)\.&.EUU)J L.L‘JJL)J‘J \MJ\,JYmIJAm:Iji
o o gkl g Tl mpac 0553 Cosass ‘U‘S-"s
525 5l el 52l 0150 00 iy Jae 5o
L A gy Yolao-4
0952 (Mg iy JAladl 485 ¢ by Aolas a5l
équ‘wts alyiodl Lea Lalsybo
i 2y tage dongis e J s
Wd.sulmj‘w &ly
U)l‘cul.» é PEP) QuLm‘ )
,AWU»@JJ Jakadl
> gy Yy 30 b
o< {'_U-‘J‘s‘ ol dgalse
el (2yay Bgang cdands
olgise ‘-_.'»ljuj ol
s d.Lm.s Y MY‘@A‘).\J‘

<s] u.:..“ uArY‘ u}s)jtw

0yo A 483 ;Lu Juleo C.\.u

i) o ol fage a
MMMUA}N u‘ C>dg
ipogad e ailody dpio
C.\.A5 J&H‘e:w.u Q‘ LéSleJSJ 44):..4.\4_9
J&leu.dl@)‘jd}:‘u\wmubtxl
|@ ol 0yg2lig ‘4.\\.)4 ML.u:\ ;Lug ‘Lh).a).u‘g
ulpls 02> Yl o alolis L uSaty Jibal ¥l alsimly
Lm

Lol oo alao -5

Lo Laliylo (35S il Jalad) daint sy Walas o)
g Jadod) 5 s el csaload| 58 e Sl
ugSJug.mdlﬂau‘uAg WMUL‘U‘JMUW
MM‘MM;M‘g(bA‘J‘}M‘sMs&W
I3 Gl iy byl paind] e uls¥l 3
G555 s ol 35 ol siomiil] 038 e Jpuand| Lael
&ﬁg‘ﬁ\y\ytuwmﬂwbduﬁ\uuq.u).e
Iligh anlls i) lio 15515 o i ayall § o33l
Bl ol IS Syl oSN Jutamy LS 50
S ool & gag 1535 S35 3 90 Ll
sl lpals soaly cellils 1 coe Lolad gy
db;b&cdumﬂ‘w‘uwm\.?u}”
6§bs‘¢jﬂ‘fu‘wu&w@¥5¢w‘
YU;PY\USJyL@LJ.\.:‘uAu,.uJ‘uY J.b.bug.\.c
&ﬂs‘wsr&u‘w@:’ Jolodl alady oS Lo gty
wpﬁojw&mbw.\mgﬁﬂo@.\wg\w

Uﬁaam,w«.ul:ul gy d,bg.cuL@,ﬁtlw
‘QY‘de Q‘»LM W)@L@JL&E“:’}: U‘c*b'*““
‘Ja.dlg ‘m}(\ 94 df Jakall Gle sy Leols3 (o oty
Lt 055, g sl Lol (0 g5 Ji 5 o2
o;Uauj 4.5..:\5 W 055.4 u.’.>uuu.o.\>w5 w
ke of dlus Walas JS o o8y o ©lead e
Sy s Asles 0555 (S byl Julss ) Cb:u
U.SJ 4.1)‘5.\6 u’S.: u‘ [ UYJL’A «JL:.@: A‘UJJ‘J‘ L.J’l.u-l‘
APTHY o (Al ‘dln oo i e b5

clll (bee Qi) My;dlo.\..u)llwau_,.\“» WY
M)J@wbh‘u.gs.sélWMyﬁuYJLusdl
JM‘UAJMJ)J‘AY‘QAJAJJSE—U)J‘)-\D&HM
Lalsybog ¢ Jadadl ol Jsuad Uules Jio tibgiine ulessS
otbad] gLl Jalds gl sl e 55701 Lo
u_d‘ d, ‘5).'»‘ uYJb.og

d}l...dl J.g..\.:u Yalao -1

Tasg e Jidadl olos Jaiasd dago Wil o]

S5 raw s bl 0l ol il
M‘oﬁﬁﬁl&ﬁ@‘ﬂm

o sy (o985 o (Sen ¥

B ety JUlI Syl

ol 325501 35S, Walall 35,

ey ol gLl

Oogan cllig o land gLl

ENTIREE RS

il gg9 e Jakall

S Jadod| et ¢ gl

295§ and kil 05y

iy (P IO

bl (g3355 ol posal

A.U.Js RUTEYENEYS r\.\lm.nj u.il:u}”

@55.’ g yadailly @a...u.db )

J.doJluL» u.ol:‘yd&bﬂ clanys Bdawctio
tuwy‘jwpﬂ.!)usw@.dusﬁe.\éw@
sy s (s cliagey celas| & iz ol bl g
Lo 58505 Laeas (199 (ro 453
OJM‘jwsyjd‘MﬂJJU.o 2

8T b ladly Jadalt J531 asadl e waias Ualae 5!
ob(j).g.a."d.:hau.h_g ob‘jwulcu\.\..aa.tum
ul.@.am LT u}! u.u.“ ;l:u‘ 3 3ol ﬂuydbb

Y\ fabiud ol (e Jakadd ool A3 o gasiag
STl S Sl oy (S0 Sl oy
uLu.!lm‘,uw R \J)w&u\gﬂcumu\
Loy gl LaM.YI Gy oMl Lo Gpmy g gl iyl
g sl i ] LBy Jllsg o psis S0
Sajteg plazg
MMLM‘WW‘MUL’M‘

T ot & Glalaiifl S35 o teling G Baleudl el
Filadlodn § lidy gl b asiie wl oyl (o
Mjauwuydulw|wtgug;w
PREpLYS] u_’SJLAuLC_,chP.LGJS.uUL_u&.b

u-"" Mlsj\o.g b;l.bb‘m USJ MJ.A.“ LEVYY o d.a.@m
ddg gl | Jos dddlas -3

77 ‘ May 2025 - Volume : 13 - Issue :149

WWW.ARABAMERICANTODAY.NET



10 Ways Women Can
Advance Their Careers

any women continue to face difficulties in accelerating
change, securing senior roles, and breaking through per-
sistent gender biases in professional environments.

Throughout this, we’ll delve into the bad habits women need to avoid,
and how they can progress and upskill their career. According to SCG

group.

Believe in yourself

In order to be a great leader, it’s important that women have belief in
themselves and the work that they put in. Confidence is considered
a crucial skill for effective leaders in any industry as it allows them to
make decisions and navigate challenges.

As a leader, having confidence in yourself and others can give your em-
ployees confidence in themselves. This quality is essential for success-
ful leadership to motivate and inspire your team, as well as increase
productivity and workplace satisfaction.

Have a hard working mindset

It might seem obvious, but working hard and adopting a growth mind-
set is crucial for career advancement. According to the ‘Potential and
the Gender Promotion Gap’, women are 33% more likely than their
male colleagues to simultaneously have the highest performance and
lowest potential ratings.

Women often feel the need to work harder to prove themselves in
professional environments and achieve the same recognition as men.
However, it’s important that women feel encouraged and inspired, so
their hard work and dedication can provide them with opportunities in
the workplace, without jeopardising work life balance.

Claim achievements

Women are more reluctant to claim achievements and less likely to
self promote than men. However, women that claim credit for their
achievements and speak about their contributions send a signal that
they are ready to advance.

Increasing your visibility and detailing why you’re qualified and ready
to move to the next level is vital for women to demonstrate that they
can rise to the challenge.

Don’t judge yourself or others

Women often face judgement and criticism in their careers from gen-
der bias to stereotypes. It’s important that women don’t judge them-
selves or others, as this behavioural habit can affect women’s ability
to make allies in the workplace and ultimately advance their career.
Celebrating diversity, achievements and progress allows women to feel
empowered and motivated in the workplace, especially when women
support each other.

Enlist help

Having help and support from others in the workplace is a sign of
strength and can ultimately help women to advance in their careers.
However, women can find it difficult to build relationships and create a
network for allies to advocate for them.

Not everyone is going to agree with your work ethic, and failing to
enlist allies from day one can potentially hinder career progression for
women or put them behind the curve. Network, practice active listen-
ing and collaborate with others to build relationships and create bonds
with coworkers. Champion other people’s success and seek out men-
tors to guide career development and create allies.
https://www.spencerclarkegroup.co.uk/
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How to Clean Marble
Floors: 5 Easy and Ef-
fective Tips

arble is such a precious stone that not only helps your in-
terior look sophisticated and luxurious but also sets your

home’s overall mood board high. If you are blessed with
the sophistication of this precious stone, then congratulations on
the elegance and beauty you currently have. But you know what?
No beauty lasts long if it is not taken care of.

Improper cleaning methods can eradicate your marble’s gleam and
shine, leaving your floor worse for wear. Here comes the daunting
task of how to clean marble floors. Specific skills and tips are there
that will effectively help you to clean your marble floors. Acquiring
these skills successfully will help you maintain the shine and sparkle
of your marble floors. According to shreebalajimarbles.

5 Effective Ways to Clean Marble Floors

Dust and Sweep Your Floor

In Indian homes, this method of cleaning is the most popular and
regular one. Dusting and sweeping your marble floors on a regular
basis is essential as it does not allow dust and dirt to be deposited. As
a result, it can’t create any marks or scratches on the floor. If you are
living in a polluted city or in areas where construction work is going
on, daily sweeping and dusting can be a beneficial primary step to
keep your marble floors clean.

Clean with Mild, Soapy Water

Another everyday activity in the majority of Indian homes is mop-
ping. But, as they can harm the stone, you must make sure your
cleaning agents aren’t overly harsh if you want to clean a marble floor
at home.

You might think about using a mild dish soap with a pH balance—the
kind you use to wash your utensils in warm water—to clean marble
floors. Another option is to purchase a specific marble cleaner and
combine it with warm water to make a soapy solution that you can
use to clean the marble floors in your house.

Using the mop should be done with caution. Large public spaces ben-
efit from the dunk-and-clean method, which looks fantastic in mov-
ies. The mop should be wrung out after being submerged in water,
though, as there is an appropriate way to use it. It is best to use a
damp mop rather than an utterly wet one when cleaning to avoid
excess moisture seeping into the marble’s porous surface. Finally, be
careful to focus primarily on any spills or stains when mopping your
marble floor at home.

Use a pH neutral Cleaner

Marble is a natural stone that is highly sensitive to acidic elements.
Any cleaner that can be harsh on marble surfaces, like bleach, vine-
gar, or ammonia, should be avoided. The safest option one can use is
a pH-neutral cleaner that is specifically formulated for cleaning mar-
ble surfaces. These pH-neutral cleaners can effectively remove dirt
without degrading the stone’s surface. By preventing dullness and
etching, this type of cleaner can maintain the integrity of marble. Just
mix the cleaner with water following the manufacturer’s instructions
and apply it using a soft mop.

https://www.thespruce.com/
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8 Fresh Bag Trends That’ll Im-
prove All Your Summer Outfits

runways, designers seemed to play with

a few recurring themes. As is standard for
the warm-weather, textures take on an integral
role, with straw weaves and crochet craftwork
coming through. Palette was there in the form
of bold colours—another hallmark of summer
accessories—but there’s thought behind them.
Bright bags were used to make neutral looks
more jovial, while more subdued tones, such
as chocolate brown and butter yellow, were in
place to counterbalance standout ensembles.

L ooking back at the spring/summer 2025

The power of the bag lies in its ability to change
the tone of your outfits in a highly efficient way—
below are eight key summer 2025 bag trends
that’ll do that time and time again. According to

whowhatwear.

1. Chic Crochet

Style Notes: Crochet bags are having a serious
moment thanks to the likes of Chloé and Gabri-
ela Hearst, who took on the look in an array of
colours and chic silhouettes. Yes, they still nod to
the nostalgic crochet bags that dominated ‘90s
summers, but worn with minimalist clothing and
suede sandals, they feel wholly modern and cur-
rent.

2. Butter Yellow

Style Notes: This delicate, dreamy shade has
emerged as the frontrunner colour for summer
2025 across everything from clothes to trainers
and, now, bags. Butter yellow adds a subtle lift
to every outfit; it’s fresh, stylish and surprisingly
versatile in a way reminiscent of classic neutrals
like beige and tan. I've already mentally paired
one with indigo denim, white linen and pastel
tailoring.

3. Fringe Flourishes

Style Notes: As boho continues to influence high-
end fashion right now, the latest way it’s infiltrat-
ing our wardrobes is by way of a fringed bag.
Fabulous to look at and fun to wear, this trend
works well in summer when used to mirror bil-
lowing dresses and skirts. Look for styles in cream
and tan for a soft finish. For a more unexpected
contrast, try glossy black leather, or opt for siren
red to bring the drama.

4. Jumbo Baskets

Style Notes: Summer isn’t complete without a
basket bag and, this season, size matters. Design-
ers from Loewe to Zimmermann seemed to agree
on one thing—the bigger the basket, the better.
Equally perfect for balmy holiday days or stuffing
with everything you need for a day out in the city,
large straw totes make outfits look effortless and
yet somehow put-together—even if you're just
heading to the park or beach.

5. Belted Details

Style Notes: Belted accents on bags are adding
a tailored twist to the summer arm-candy roster
this season. Think sleek fastenings and function-
al wraps that echo the cinched-in feel of a good
waist belt, adding definition and a chic point of
interest to the relaxed silhouettes we're seeing so
much of right now (more on that again in a mo-
ment). However, for something with a more rigid
shape, Charles & Keith and Tory Burch have some
very sleek options.

6. Contrast Canvas

Style Notes: This combination hits that sweet
spot between being casual and incredibly classy.
The sturdy ease of canvas, balanced with smooth
leather trims, makes these bags ideal for day-to-
day wear. They look elevated but not overdone—
my kind of summer bag staple.

7. Crescent Moon

Style Notes: Curved, compact and quietly chic,
crescent moon bags are coming in strong for
summer 2025, as seen at Fendi and Ulla Johnson.
Often accompanied by elevated gold hardware, it
doubles up as a very sleek occasion bag option—
one that it’s roomier-than-it-looks shape ensures
you'll fit all of your essentials into.

8. Slouchy Suede

Style Notes: I know, I've been writing about suede
bags just as long as you’ve been reading about
them but | can’t ignore their enduring relevance,
even for summer 2025. There’s something irresist-
ibly luxe about soft suede in relaxed silhouettes,
the slouchy shapes giving off an expensive but
laid-back vibe. Although it might feel more ap-
propriate to carry one in the cooler months, I've
found they pair beautifully with summer’s light-
est fabrics, from linen to silk.
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How to remove scratches
from stainless steel sinks

ave you ever thought about removing those sticky scratches on your
H stainless-steel sinks? Yes, you can! By using some simple home reme-

dies like baking soda, apple white vinegar or olive oil, you can easily
remove scratches from stainless steel sink and can give a fresh shine to it.

So, don’t worry about how to remove scratches from stainless steel sinks. It's
less time-consuming than replacing it with a new one. Before starting this,
have a look at your stainless steel sink. Surely, it has so many brush scratches
on its surface. The good news is that you don’t need to live with those scratch-
es evermore. According to yorali.

As we know, there are number of benefits of Stainless steel workstation sink
like it's durability and decent look. Regardless, scratches can tarnish the sur-
face over time, decreasing their delicate charm.

I'll share some easy-to-follow steps to restore the shiny surface of your stain-
less steel workstation sink and say goodbye to those ugly scars. Try these sim-
ple and easy steps to remove stainless steel sink scratches easily.

Remove Stainless Steel Scratches with these Materials:

First, assess the damage to your sink and gather these materials to remove it
with a home remedy for stainless steel sink scratches. Here are some basic ma-
terials such as soft cloth or sponge, mild dish soap, baking soda, White vinegar,
Olive oil or baby oil, and Stainless steel cleaner or polish. So, you can deal with
them by acknowledging light or deep material use to easily remove stainless
steel sink scratches.

How to get scratches out of stainless steel sink:

Clean the Sink

In this initial step to remove scratches from stainless steel sink, please pay
attention to your sink and gently clean it with a soft sponge or cloth soaked
with mild dish soap to remove the dirt, grime, and grease. Because it may
emphasize the scratches on your stainless steel sink.

Rinse and Dry

After every single use, a simple step is to rinse the sink thoroughly. Then, dry
the sink with a soft, clean cloth and repeat this daily to avoid any harsh rust
on your sink.

Use Baking Soda Paste

Once in a while, make a baking soda paste for a simple second-level cleaning
and cover all the sink surfaces. Gently rub the paste onto the scratches with
the use of a clean and soft cloth or sponge. Remove the baking soda with the
help of water after a while and wipe it all for a smooth shine. Be alert to follow
the grain of the stainless steel to avoid making further scratches.

Apply White Vinegar

For deep pore cleaning of scratches on the surface of the stainless-steel sink,
moisten a cloth with white vinegar and wipe the scratched area. This liquid will
help to advance, clean, and restore the shine of the sink. Repeat this process
every 15 days to avoid any water marks and scratches on the surface due to
the harsh use of water on it.

Olive Qil or Baby Qil

Olive oil and baby oil will help to give a smooth shine on the stainless steel sink
surface. Spread a small amount of any oil with a soft cloth all over. Rub it over
the scratched area following the grain of the stainless steel. It will automatical-
ly minimize the formation of scratches and give a shiny finish.

Polish with Stainless Steel Cleaner

If your sink has some serious scratches over the surface, apply a polish or
cleaner on it. Further, you can follow all the mentioned steps on the polisher
to apply the product. Rub and buff the sink to a radiant shine. It will gently
terminate scratches and supply a shielding layer against prospective marks.
Regular Maintenance

Follow all these mentioned steps in a timely to avoid any future blemishes and
also avoid using any abrasive product on it. For instance, harsh chemicals can
destroy the surface of stainless steel sinks. Regularly clean the surface of the
sink after every single use and wipe it all off with a soft and gentle cloth.
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10 Daily Habits that Often
Drain 90 Percent of Our Joy

e all strive for happiness and fulfillment, but sometimes, our daily
W habits can unknowingly sabotage our joy. These seemingly innoc-
uous behaviors can slowly chip away at our well-being, leaving us
drained and dissatisfied. This article will explore ten everyday habits that can

steal our happiness and discuss strategies for breaking free from their grip.
According to newtraderu.

1. Constantly Comparing Yourself to Others

In today’s age of social media, it's easier than ever to fall into the trap of com-
paring ourselves to others. We scroll through curated online feeds, seeing only
the highlight reels of people’s lives, and doubt our worth. This constant com-
parison can erode our self-esteem and leave us feeling inadequate.

To break this cycle, remember that social media is a filtered version of reality.
Instead of measuring your worth against others, focus on your journey and
celebrate your strengths and accomplishments. Limit your time on social plat-
forms and surround yourself with people who uplift and support you.

2. Dwelling on Past Mistakes and Regrets

We've all made mistakes and experienced regrets, but dwelling on these past
events can prevent us from embracing the present and moving forward. Rumi-
nating on what could have been or should have been done differently traps us
in a cycle of negativity and hinders our personal growth.

3. Procrastination and Avoiding Responsibilities

Procrastination is a common habit that can leave us feeling guilty, stressed,
anxious, and unfulfilled. When we continually put off tasks and avoid our re-
sponsibilities, we create a backlog of unfinished business that weighs heavily
on our minds.

To overcome procrastination, start by breaking large tasks into smaller, man-
ageable steps. Set realistic goals and deadlines for yourself, and celebrate each
milestone.

4. Engaging in Negative Self-Talk

The way we talk to ourselves has a profound impact on our mood and self-per-
ception. When we engage in negative self-talk, criticizing our every move and
doubting our abilities, we erode our confidence and limit our potential.

To cultivate a more compassionate inner voice, start by becoming aware of
your internal dialogue. When you begin to engage in negative self-talk, pause
and reframe your thoughts in a more balanced and supportive way. Treat your-
self with the kindness and understanding you would offer your best friend.
5. Neglecting Self-Care and Personal Well-Being

Amid busy lives and competing demands, neglecting our self-care and well-be-
ing is easy. We prioritize work, family, and other obligations, often at the ex-
pense of our physical and mental health. However, neglecting self-care can
lead to burnout, stress, and diminished joy.

6. Holding onto Grudges and Resentment

Harboring grudges and resentment can be emotionally exhausting and detri-
mental to our well-being. When we hold onto bitterness and anger towards
others, we carry a heavy burden that drains our joy and keeps us stuck in the
past.

To let go of grudges, recognize that forgiveness is a gift you give yourself. It
doesn’t mean condoning hurtful actions or forgetting the past, but instead re-
leasing the negative emotions that weigh you down. Practice empathy and
compassion, acknowledging that everyone makes mistakes and has their
struggles. Focus on the present and the positive relationships in your life.
7. Overcommitting and Spreading Yourself Too Thin

In a world that glorifies busyness, it's easy to fall into the trap of overcom-
mitting and spreading ourselves too thin. We say “yes” to every request and
opportunity, fearing missing out or disappointing others. However, this habit
can lead to stress, burnout, and a loss of joy as we struggle to keep up with our
overwhelming commitments.

https://www.newtraderu.com/
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hile summer swelters in en-
W tertainment, it is not particu-

larly fun for your makeup.
The heat easily melts your flawless
visage, prompting unsightly rivulets
of products down your cheeks and
bearing imperfections. It is a messy
business but with a little savvy
preparation, it does not have to
be. Here are several tips to heed
when the temperatures outside
reach sizzling degrees. According to

hauteliving.
Go (Almost) Naked

In the summer months, foundations
feel heavy and sticky. Concealers, on
the other hand, can provide comfort
and coverage. Choose dense creamy
formulas that, unlike their powdery

and liquid counterparts, hold better
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and longer in the heat.
Prime your Game

If you cannot part with your favorite
foundation in the summer, prepare
your skin before applying it. Spread
a pea-sized grain of oil-free primer
across your face — it will lock in

your foundation, preventing it from
streaming down your neck.

For those who seek to hide splotchy
skin, silicone-based foundations
deliver full coverage, while keeping
your makeup where it should be.
Although it might sound unglam-
orous, silicone creates a gauzy film
between your skin and the heat,
preventing the foundation to absorb

in your sweat.
Solid Eyes

Forget about your powdery eye-
shadows and opt for creamy for-
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mulas, which are less likely to pool
in the creases of your eyelid. With
your eyeliner, though, go liquid.

It might require some practice to
master, but liquid eyeliners rarely

smudge — even in extreme heat.
Waterproof your Lashes

This one is obvious — waterproof
mascaras are made for summer.
They resist sweat and humidity —

that is enough said.
Blot Out the Excess

In the summer, as the day progress-
es, your skin is to get oilier and
oilier, spoiling your makeup. Avoid
reapplying products, though, unless
you want to resemble a hastily pre-
pared cake of shades. Use absorbing
sheets to dap away the sweat and
oil, without compromising your
makeup.

-

85

‘ May 2025 - Volume : 13 - Issue :149

WWW.ARABAMERICANTODAY.NET



Dear FIFA: Expel Israel, or stop
calling it the ‘beautiful game’

Leyla Hamed

s the world witnesses
A the systematic destruc-

tion of Gaza and the
suffering of Palestinians, FIFA,
an organisation that claims
to unite the world through
“the beautiful game”, remains
silent.

Worse, it delays, downplays,
and hides the truth. In the face
of one of the century’s gravest
humanitarian crises, FIFA and
its president, Gianni Infantino,
have chosen passive complicity,
placing political and financial
interests above justice, human
rights, and the spirit of football.

In 2024, the Palestinian
Football Association formally
requested Israel’s expulsion
from FIFA, citing clear violations
of international law and FIFA’s
own rules. Instead of acting,
FIFA repeatedly delayed, four
times, missing every chance to
deliver justice. Four silences
that protected impunity as
stadiums were bombed, players
killed, and generations of Pales-
tinian athletes erased.

An independent legal review
was promised, with a decision
expected by July 2024. It was
then postponed to August,
then October. At that meeting,
rather than suspend Israel,
Infantino called for more
“reports” and formed ineffec-
tive committees, tools to bury
urgency. The message was
clear: Palestinian football can
wait; Palestinian suffering is not
a priority.

Since the Israeli offensive be-
gan in October 2023, Gaza has
become a graveyard of dreams.
Beyond hospitals and schools,
people’s culture, art, and sport
are being destroyed. Stadiums
like Khan Younis and Yarmouk,

along with countless commu-
nity fields, lie in ruins. Leagues
have halted, and sports infra-
structure has vanished.

Worst of all, players themselves
have been killed, not on the
pitch, but in their homes with
family. By January 2025, over
369 Palestinian footballers had
died in Gaza. Imad Abu Tima
was executed alongside nine
relatives. Mohammed Barakat,
a national icon, was reduced to
another number on a grow-
ing list of victims. Each had a
dream. Each saw football as
refuge and hope.

“I' was on the Palestinian
national team before losing

my leg. | was shot in both legs
during the 2018 Gaza protests,”
said Hazem Suleiman, now an
international paracyclist.

All have been abandoned by
the institutions meant to pro-
tect them.

In the West Bank, raids destroy
sports centres and players face
arbitrary imprisonment. The
occupation blurs politics and
sport, any standout Palestinian
becomes a target. Where is
FIFA? Where are its campaigns
against discrimination? Where
are its values?

The hypocrisy is stark. In 2022,
following Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine, FIFA suspended Russia
within days, citing human rights
and solidarity. For Palestine,

no urgency, no solidarity, no
humanity.

Gaza: Where football and FIFA
goes to die

Israel continues to compete
internationally, including at

the Paris 2024 Olympics, while
bombing Gaza’s schools and
hospitals. Why the double
standard? Because FIFA fears Is-
rael’s political power more than
the moral cost of complicity.

Infantino sent condolences to
the Israeli federation but none
to Palestinians, not a word for
young players buried under
rubble. This is not oversight,
but choice.

The Israeli Football Associa-
tion doesn’t just represent an
occupying power, it organises
matches in illegal West Bank
settlements. Clubs like Maccabi
Ariel and Beitar Givat Ze'ev play
in Israeli leagues on interna-
tionally recognised Palestinian

land.

This violates FIFA’s statutes
banning competitions on
another federation’s territory
without permission. FIFA knows
but stays silent. It normalises
and profits from this by includ-
ing these clubs in competitions
and sponsorships.

Amnesty International and
Human Rights Watch have con-
demned this breach; FIFA has
ignored them. Allowing football
on stolen land isn’t neutrality
— it’s active complicity.

Palestinian victims don’t need
committees or legal delays,
they need justice. FIFA must
act as swiftly as it did against
Russia, with the same resolve it
claims in fighting racism.

Football has never been
neutral. In South Africa, it was
a tool against apartheid. In
Palestine, it can be an act of
resistance and dignity, but not
while FIFA betrays its principles.

Infantino and FIFA must choose
their side. Today, they stand
with power, silence, and
occupation. They are on the
wrong side but it’s not too late.
Expelling Israel isn’t politics;
it’s a moral imperative. When
football is played on blood and
ruins, it ceases to be sport, it
becomes complicity.

On Nakba Day;, as Palestinians
mark 76 years of dispossession,
FIFA held its 75th Congress in
Paraguay and failed a test of
moral responsibility.

Despite Palestinian calls to
expel Israel for war crimes and
settlement teams, FIFA delayed
again. No timeline. No justice.
Just bureaucracy while Israel
bombs stadiums, kills players,
and erases a generation.

Palestinian official Susan
Shalabi urged: “Let’s not wait
another year. We need to act
now.” Her plea was met with
silence.

Infantino arrived two hours
late, after attending a Trump
event in the Gulf, prompting
a UEFA walkout. FIFA clearly
serves power, not princi-

ple. This isn’t neutrality, it’s
complicity. If killing athletes
and breaking international
law doesn’t warrant suspen-
sion, what does? Palestinian
football can’t wait. The world is
watching.
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Meta blocks access to Mus-
lim news page in India

eta has banned a prominent
NI Muslim news page on Instagram

in India at the government’s
request, the account’s founder said,
denouncing the move as “censorship”

as hostilities escalate between India and
Pakistan.

Instagram users in India trying to access
posts from the handle @Muslim — a
page with 6.7 million followers — were
met with a message stating: “Account

not available in India. This is because we
complied with a legal request to restrict
this content.” According to AFP.

There was no immediate reaction from
the Indian government on the ban, which
comes after access was blocked to the
social media accounts of Pakistani actors
and cricketers.

“| received hundreds of messages, emails
and comments from our followers in India,
that they cannot access our account,”
Ameer Al-Khatahtbeh, the news account’s
founder and editor-in-chief, said in a
statement.

“Meta has blocked the @Muslim account
by legal request of the Indian government.
This is censorship.”

Meta declined to comment. A spokes-
man for the tech giant directed AFP to a
company webpage outlining its policy for
restricting content when governments
believe material on its platforms goes
“against local law.”

The development, first reported by the US
tech journalist Taylor Lorenz’ outlet User
Magazine, comes in the wake of the worst
violence between nuclear-armed India and
Pakistan in two decades.

Both countries have exchanged heavy
artillery fire along their contested frontier,
after New Delhi launched deadly missile
strikes on its arch-rival.

At least 43 deaths were reported in the
fighting, which came two weeks after New
Delhi blamed Islamabad for backing a
deadly attack on tourists in the Indian-run
side of the disputed Muslim-majority
region of Kashmir,

Pakistan rejects the charge and has
warned it will “avenge” those killed by

Indian air strikes.

The @Muslim account is among the most
followed Muslim news sources on Insta-
gram. Khatahtbeh apologized to followers
in India, adding: “When platforms and
countries try to silence media, it tells us
that we are doing our job in holding those
in power accountable.”

“We will continue to document the truth
and stand out firmly for justice,” he added,
while calling on Meta to reinstate the
account in India.

India has also banned more than a dozen
Pakistani YouTube channels for allegedly
spreading “provocative” content, including
Pakistani news outlets.

In recent days, access to the Instagram ac-
count of Pakistan’s former prime minister
and cricket captain Imran Khan has also
been blocked in India.

Pakistani Bollywood movie regulars Fawad
Khan and Atif Aslam were also off limits in
India, as well as a wide range of cricketers
— including star batters Babar Azam and
Mohammad Rizwan and retired players
Shahid Afridi and Wasim Akram.

Rising hostilities between the South

Asian neighbors have also unleashed an
avalanche of online misinformation, with
social media users circulating everything
from deepfake videos to outdated images
from unrelated conflicts, falsely linking
them to the Indian strikes.

On Wednesday, US President Donald
Trump called for India and Pakistan to im-
mediately halt their fighting, and offered
to help end the violence.
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5 signs seen in our legs that indi-
cate kidney damage

weight: They carry quiet signals from

deep within the body. One such silent
communicator is the kidney. Though it sits far
from the feet, when it starts to slow down or
face stress, it sends out messages through the
lower limbs. These aren’t dramatic symptoms,

S ometimes, the legs carry more than just

but simple changes, mistaken for tiredness, age,

or poor posture. But listening closely can make
all the difference.

Here are five less-talked-about signs in the
legs and feet that may hint at the beginning of
kidney trouble. According to timesofindia.
Puffiness in the ankles that comes and goes

A soft swelling around the ankles, espe-

cially in the evening. Socks might
leave deeper marks than usual.
In the early stages of kidney
stress, fluid balance starts
to go off track. One of the
kidneys’ major jobs is to
get rid of extra salt and
water. If they begin to
struggle, even slightly,

this fluid can pool in

the ankles or feet.

Mild swelling in the low-
er legs can occur when
kidneys fail to remove
enough sodium and water.
While this puffiness can also
happen due to standing too long
or heat, if it becomes a regular pattern

without a clear reason, it deserves attention.
Itchy legs without rash or dryness

Persistent itching on the legs, especially around
the calves, even if the skin looks normal.

Early kidney issues can lead to a build-up of
waste in the blood. When these waste prod-
ucts aren’t cleared out properly, they may trig-
ger itching deep under the skin — often before
any rash or visible skin problem appears.

Itchy skin, known as uremic pruritus, is a
known symptom linked to kidney function.
Although more common in later stages, it can
start subtly, especially if waste buildup begins
earlier than expected. This is not dry skin—it’s
internal.

1%

Cramping in calves during sleep
Sudden muscle cramps or twitching in the legs,
mostly at night or while resting.
Muscles need the right balance of minerals like
potassium, calcium, and sodium to function
properly. When kidneys aren’t filtering blood
efficiently, these minerals can shift out of bal-
ance, causing unexplained leg cramps.
Early chronic kidney disease may report muscle
cramps, especially in the lower limbs. These
aren’t due to overexertion or dehydration, but
are signs of a shift in body chemistry.
Skin tone changes around the feet or toes
A slightly darker or bruised appearance around
the feet or toes, even in the absence of injury.
Kidney health and circulation go hand-
in-hand. Reduced kidney function
can sometimes impact blood
flow, causing less oxygen
to reach the feet. This
can lead to a dusky or
shadowed skin tone in
those areas.
Although more re-
search is still emerging,
doctors have observed
that people with early
kidney strain may show
mild changes in skin
colouration, often missed
or assumed to be pigmen-
tation. It’s not a bruise, but a
circulatory response.
A strange tingling or numbness in the

w

feet

A mild tingling sensation, numbness, or “pins
and needles” feeling in the feet, even when
sitting still.

The kidneys also help maintain nerve health
through electrolyte regulation and waste re-
moval. When waste begins to accumulate, even
slightly, it can irritate or affect the small nerves
in the feet.

The term for this is peripheral neuropathy, and
while it’s often associated with diabetes, early
kidney dysfunction can affect nerve signals.
This can start with something as light as a tin-
gling foot, easily brushed off but worth paying
attention to.
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The Next BMW M3
Will Have a ‘New
Type’ of Gas Engine

M3. We know it will be electric, with an 800-volt architecture

delivering upwards of 700 horsepower. But BMW will also
build a gas-powered version alongside the EV, and new details tell
us exactly what might power it.

T here’s been plenty of speculation surrounding the next BMW

BMW Neue Klasse boss Dr. Mike Reichelt sat down with Top Gear to
share more details on the upcoming M3. Reichelt said that, not only
will this next M3 be the “best M car ever dynamically,” but it will have
a gas engine unique from the current model. According to motorl.
“We're also going to offer [the M3] with a new type of six-cylinder
engine,” Reichelt noted, “because we understand it may be early for
some committed M fans to make the switch [to EVs]. But we are con-
vinced the fully electric M3 is going to hit new heights and reach new
target groups, because it’ll behave completely differently.”

The current BMW M3 uses an S58 twin-turbocharged 3.0-liter in-
line-six, which makes up to 523 horsepower in its most powerful
spec. There’s reason to believe this “new” six-cylinder engine could
be a hybridized version of the current S58, but we won’t know until
we see it. That said, it should be significantly more powerful than
the current version, potentially matching the 700 hp expected in the
all-electric variant.

And if you were worried about BMW taking the Mercedes-Benz
route and downsizing its performance engines, don’t be. The com-
pany has already said it would be “really difficult to downsize” to a
four-cylinder engine in the M3.

The next M3 will also introduce BMW'’s new “Heart of Joy” perfor-
mance control unit, previewed on the Vision Driving Experience con-
cept. The Heart of Joy system integrates controls for the drivetrain,
braking, energy recuperation, charging, and steering into one unit
that processes information 10 times faster than previous systems. In
short, BMW promises “exceptional precision.”

Reichelt emphasizes the importance of dynamics in the all-electric
M3, not just straight-line performance:

“It's no longer about making a car that has the fastest 0-62mph
time,” he tells Top Gear, “but rather a car that offers precise dynam-
ics. That’s what our control unit does; you go into a bend with a cer-
tain steering angle and don’t need to make corrections mid-corner.”
So, when will we see this new inline-six in action? The Neue Klasse
BMW 3 Series is expected to debut sometime this year before going
on sale early in 2026, while the M3 won’t show up at least until the
following year. Expect it on sale late in 2026 or early in 2027.
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Discover the Top 10
Unplugged Coding
Activities for Kids

oding for kids in doesn’t have to involve
C screens or gadgets. Unplugged coding activi-

ties offer a fun, interactive way for children to
grasp fundamental coding concepts without relying
on computers. These activities encourage creativity,
critical thinking, and problem-solving skills, all while
reducing screen time. According to skillsamurai.

What is Unplugged Coding?

Unplugged coding refers to activities and lessons that teach
coding principles without the use of electronics. These tasks
utilise everyday materials to create engaging, educational ex-
periences that help kids understand the basics of coding and
computer science.

Benefits of Unplugged Coding Activities

No Computers Required: Unplugged activities eliminate the
need for computers, allowing kids to learn coding concepts in
a screen-free environment.

Real Computer Science: These activities introduce core cod-
ing principles and concepts, sparking interest in technology
and coding fields.

Learning by Doing: Hands-on projects foster manipulative
skills, creativity, and independence.

Fun and Engaging: Activities are designed to be enjoyable
and interactive, keeping kids engaged while they learn.
Getting Started with Unplugged Coding Activities

Here are ten unplugged coding activities to get you started.
These activities are easy to set up and perfect for kids at
home or in the classroom.

1. Code a Friend

Materials Needed: None

How to Play: Pair up the kids. One child acts as the ‘coder’
and the other as the ‘robot’. The coder gives step-by-step in-
structions for the robot to follow, such as walking across the
room. If the instructions are incorrect, the coder must debug
and correct them.

Learning Outcome: This activity teaches kids about algo-
rithms and debugging.

2. Origami Without Instructions

Materials Needed: Square paper

How to Play: Ask your child to fold the paper into a specific
shape, like a fish, without any instructions. Afterwards, pro-
vide step-by-step instructions and let them compare the two
experiences.

Learning Outcome: This activity demonstrates the impor-
tance of sequencing and precise instructions in coding.
3. Feed the Mouse

Materials Needed: Deck of cards, toy mouse, small toys as
treats

How to Play: Create a pathway with cards. One child acts as
the ‘programmer’, giving verbal instructions like “move for-
ward”, “turn left”, etc., while another child, the ‘computer’,
moves the mouse accordingly.

Learning Outcome: Teaches kids how to follow and give pre-
cise instructions.

https://skillsamurai.co.nz/
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How Daily Max Bench Pressing Can Boost Strength

he idea of doing a one-rep
I max (1RM) every day for

34 days may seem crazy to
some, but researchers decided to
put the method to the test in order
to analyse the effects. And the
results? A 28% strength increase for
lifters taking part in the protocol,
making a strong case for us to push
our limits more often. According to
menshealth.

While we’re not recommending daily
one-rep maxes, the study sheds light
on our ability to withstand maximal
strength efforts, without necessarily
burning out.

The Study

The study, published in the Journal of
Exercise Physiology Online, evaluated
the effects of completing a bench
press one-rep max on strength levels.
The Methods

The study methods included:

Seven physically active participants.
The participants performed the
bench press every day for 34 days.
Each training session included: deter-
mining their one-rep max, followed
by 5 volume sets of either 3 reps at
85% or 2 reps at 90% of that day’s
1RM.

As a taper, on day 35 the participants
completed 5 sets of 1 rep at 90-100%

of their first day’s 1RM, with days 36
and 37 designated as rest days.

The programme concluded with a
final 1RM attempt on day 38.

The Results

All participants saw significant
improvements in their bench press
one-rep max over the course of the
protocol, with an average increase
of 40.71 Ibs (a 29.23% gain) from the
first day to their peak performance.

On average, males achieved a greater for significantly enhancing maximal
absolute increase of 50 Ibs, while strength.

females improved by 33.75 |bs.
However, relative strength gains were
nearly identical between genders,
with males improving by 29.43%

and females by 29.03%. A strong
correlation was also found between
time (measured in days) and 1RM
performance.

What Does This Mean for Us?

It’s important to note some limita-
tions to the study. For example, it
was a very small sample size, and
there was no control group for
comparison. So it’s difficult to draw
solid conclusions from this study.
It’s also important to add that three
of the seven lifters experienced
pain at some point in the protocol,
unsurprisingly making daily one-rep
maxes an unsuitable addition to your
workout routine.

The study findings suggest that
daily 1RM bench press training is an
effective and time efficient method

Despite this, it’s interesting to draw
some insights from the results. The
participants withstood a high degree
of volume and intensity in their
programme, yet managed to still

see strength improvements. While
working within your own limitations
— with enough recovery, and in line
with your experience — is imperative
for long-term adherence, we often
hold ourselves back and underes-
timate what are bodies are truly
capable of.

While we don’t recommend maxing
out daily — or at all, if you don’t
want to, as one-rep max training isn’t
a necessity — pushing your limits can
deliver impressive results.
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NASA astronauts step
outside space station to
perform the 5th all-fe-
male spacewalk

n astronaut who missed out on the first all-female
A spacewalk because of a spacesuit sizing issue got her

chance six years later on.
NASA’s Anne McClain emerged from the International Space
Station alongside Nichole Ayers. Both military officers and pi-
lots, they launched to the orbiting lab in March to replace NA-
SA’s two stuck astronauts, who are now back home. According
to independent.

Minutes before floating out, McClain noticed strands of string
on the index finger of her right glove. Mission Control briefly
delayed the start of the spacewalk to make sure her glove was
safe.

During their spacewalk, the pair will prepare the space station
for another new set of solar panels and move an antenna on
the 260-mile-high (420-kilometer-high) complex.

The space station had to be raised into a slightly higher orbit
Wednesday evening to avoid space junk: part of a 20-year-old
Chinese rocket.

McClain, an Army colonel and helicopter pilot, should have
taken part in the first all-female spacewalk in 2019, but there
weren’t enough medium-size suits. The first women-only
spacewalk was by Christina Koch and Jessica Meir. The latest
was the fifth all-female spacewalk in 60 years of spacewalking.

Koch soon will become the first woman to fly to the moon. She
and three male astronauts will fly around the moon without
landing next year under NASA’s Artemis program, the successor
to Apollo.

Men still outnumber women in NASA’s astronaut corps.

Of NASA’s 47 active astronauts, 20 are women. And of the sev-
en astronauts currently living at the space station, McClain and
Ayers are the only women. It was the first spacewalk for Ayers,
an Air Force major and former fighter pilot, and the third for
McClain.
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Plastic waste could soon be
causing ‘irreversible dam-
age’ to the environment

lastic pollution is a global problem and it’s reaching such
P proportions that we may not be able to reverse its harmful

effects unless we drastically reduce the amount of plastic
waste that makes its way into the environment.

This stark assessment was reached by an international team of experts
from Sweden, Norway and Germany who stress that the rate of plastic
pollution is likely reaching a tipping point for the planet. According to
sustainability.
“Plastic pollution accumulating in an area of the environment is considered
‘poorly reversible’ if natural mineralization processes occurring there are
slow and engineered remediation solutions are improbable. Should neg-
ative outcomes in these areas arise as a consequence of plastic pollution,
they will be practically irreversible,” they explain in a study.
“Potential impacts from poorly reversible plastic pollution include changes
to carbon and nutrient cycles; habitat changes within soils, sediments, and
aquatic ecosystems; co-occurring biological impacts on endangered or key-
stone species; ecotoxicity; and related societal impacts,” the scientists add.
Plastic waste, often in the form of microplastics, has permeated the planet
from the tops of mountains to the depths of oceans. And we continue
dumping yet more plastic into the oceans and onto land at an increasing
rate.
By 2016, it was estimated that people around the planet dumped
anywhere from 9 to 23 million metric tons of plastic a year into rivers,
lakes, seas and oceans with a similar amount
dumped onto land yearly. By 2025 as
much as double of this already co-
lossal amount might be released
into water and onto land if
current rates of plastic waste
carry on unchecked.
“Plastic is deeply en-
grained in our society,
and it leaks out into the
environment every-
where, even in countries
with good waste-han-
dling infrastructure,” ob-
serves Matthew MacLeod,
a professor at Stockholm
University in Sweden who
was lead author of the study.
The trouble is that current
attempts at lowering the rates of
plastic waste from recycling to cleanups
are insufficient in the face of the scale of the
problem. For instance, cleanups may work well in some localized areas
such as around towns and cities, but they are far less feasible in more
remote locations with no or few people around, to say nothing of the seas
where cleaning up most plastic waste is pratically impossible.
That is why the problem of plastic waste must be tackled at the source,
meaning we must eliminate single-use plastic items and other disposables.
“The world promotes technological solutions for recycling and to remove
plastic from the environment. As consumers, we believe that when we
properly separate our plastic trash, all of it will magically be recycled,”
notes Mine Tekman, a PhD candidate at the Alfred Wegener Institute in
Germany who worked on the study.
“Technologically, recycling of plastic has many limitations, and countries
that have good infrastructures have been exporting their plastic waste to
countries with worse facilities. Reducing emissions requires drastic actions,
like capping the production of virgin plastic to increase the value of recy-
cled plastic, and banning export of plastic waste unless it is to a country
with better recycling,” Tekman adds.
Time is pressing because the vast quantities of plastic already in the envi-
ronment could cause large-scale and even global problems. One potential
threat is that plastic pollution could drive further biodiversity loss in the
oceans, such as by decimating fragile coral reefs in the tropics where they
are already suffering from the effects of climate change and other environ-
mental stresses.
Another threat is that as vast amounts of plastic waste begin to decom-
pose in the environment through weathering they could release large
quantities of toxic chemicals into the environment, harming a myriad of
creatures in the process.
“Right now, we are loading up the environment with increasing amounts
of poorly reversible plastic pollution. So far, we don’t see widespread evi-
dence of bad consequences, but if weathering plastic triggers a really bad
effect we are not likely to be able to reverse it,” MaclLeod says.
“The cost of ignoring the accumulation of persistent plastic pollution in the
environment could be enormous. The rational thing to do is to act as quick-
ly as we can to reduce emissions of plastic to the environment,” he adds.
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The Islamic Center of Detroit (ICD) exists
to serve the most vulnerable people
within Metropolitan Detroit through the
Muslim faith, Islamic principles, and a
fundamental belief in assisting others.
Officially opened to the publicin January
2000, the ICD offers programming not
only to its Muslim constituency, but
also the underserved surrounding the
Brooks, Fiskhorn, Warrendale, and Cody
Rouge neighborhoods, and surrounding
communities.

&) Food Program
@ child And Adult Care
Mental health services

Banquet Hall
£ youth programmes

Community services
= .
‘v‘ Educational programs
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AUTO SALES

Serving The
Community
For Over

22 year
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FOR MORE DETAILS VISIT WWW. TOPGEARZ.COM

3540 E.DAVISON* DETROIT, M1 48212 313 - 368 - 7000
haniomasan@gmail.com hamza.omasan@gmail.com




