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WAYNE COUNTY TREASURER'’S OFFICE
WAYNE COUNTY TREASURER

Property Tax Payment Plans are Available Now!

Interest Reduction Stipulates Payment Agreement (IRSPA)

This payment plan reduces the interest rate from 18% to 6% per year for eligible taxpayers. To sign
up, you must own and live in your home, and have a Principal Residence Exemption (PRE) and ID
that proves residency.

Stipulated Payment Agreement (SPA)

Available to everybody, this plan allows a taxpayer to pay taxes pursuant to a payment schedule.
The plan will avoid foreclosure provided that payments are submitted per the agreed upon
schedule.

Distressed Owner Occupant Extension (DOOE)

This program is not available to everyone. If you own and live in the property, and are suffering
financial hardship, you may qualify for this program. Proof of ownership, occupancy, and hardship
are required.

Pay As You Stay Payment Agreement (PAYSPA)

Only for taxpayers who live in a community that opted into the PAYS program, have applied for the Poverty

Tax Exemption (PTE) at their local assessor’s office and were approved. Once notified by your local Assessor's
office and deemed eligible, our office will mail you a notification letter with your Reduced Amount Due. You
will have the option of paying a lump sum (additional 10% off) or enrolling into a PAYSPA.

For more information, Email Many of these plans are available
wctopaymentplans@waynecountymi.gov

online at
or call
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Senate Democrat
leader demands clas-
sified briefing on US
military buildup near
Venezuela

S Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer criticized the
U Trump administration on for the unexplained military

buildup in the Caribbean, warning that Congress has been
largely kept in the dark as tensions rise around Venezuela.

Schumer said from the Senate floor that President Donald Trump
is sending the largest US aircraft carrier and thousands of sailors
and marines to the Caribbean "as part of the largest military build-
up in this hemisphere in decades,” and lawmakers have received
“very few answers” about the purpose or scope of the deploy-
ment. According to Anadolu.

"In fact, on multiple occasions, | have directed Secretary Rubio to
explain their escalatory actions towards Venezuela, but so far, I've
received very little from him," Schumer said, referring to Secretary
of State Marco Rubio.

"So, 'm renewing my call on Secretary Rubio to provide an all
senators classified briefing on this military buildup and reported
plans for military operations in Venezuela," he said.

Schumer accused the administration of failing in its legal respon-
sibility to keep Congress informed of potential military action.

"To date, the Trump administration has failed its duty under the
law to consult with Congress on preparations for the military ac-
tion in Venezuela.

"We have heard no clear timeline. We have heard no clear ex-
planation for what Donald Trump's ultimate objective is in the
region," he said.

The minority leader warned that any military confrontation could
endanger thousands of US service members and trigger instability
across Latin America.

"Make no mistake, the (Nicolas) Maduro regime is horrific, un-
democratic, and the US should be strong in using all legal tools
against drug traffickers who poison Americans with deadly narcot-
ics, but the last thing Americans want right now is another endless
war. The last thing Americans need is Donald Trump bumbling the
US into a war with Venezuela," he said.

Tensions between the Trump administration and Venezuelan
President Nicolas Maduro have recently escalated after the US
deployed a naval group to the southern Caribbean. The US claims
the force is there to combat criminal cartels and drug trafficking.
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Trump calls on Congress
to pass federal standard
on Al regulation

to pass a national standard on artificial intelli-
gence (Al) regulation, alleging that state-level
laws are stifling growth.

U S President Donald Trump called on lawmakers

"Investment in Al is helping to make the U.S. Economy the
“HOTTEST” in the World, but overregulation by the States
is threatening to undermine this major growth 'engine,""
Trump said on his proprietary social media platform, Truth
Social. according to Anadolu Agency.

He claimed without evidence that "some states are even
trying to embed DEI ideology into Al models, producing
'Woke Al,'" telling lawmakers that "We must have one
federal standard instead of a patchwork of 50 State Reg-
ulatory Regimes."

"If we don’t, then China will easily catch us in the Al race.
Put it in the NDAA, or pass a separate Bill, and nobody
will ever be able to compete with America," he added.

It is unclear if lawmakers will heed Trump's appeal, but
House Majority Leader Steve Scalise is reportedly seek-
ing to add language to the upcoming National Defense
Authorization Act that would prohibit state regulation of
Al, according to Punchbowl! News.

Language to preempt state regulation of Al for 10 years
was ultimately removed from Trump's budget bill this
summer after it faced strong opposition from some of
his fellow Republicans on Capitol Hill and beyond.

Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis has already come out vocally
against the effort to renew the Al regulatory push, saying
"stripping states of jurisdiction to regulate Al is a subsi-
dy to Big Tech and will prevent states from protecting
against online censorship of political speech, predatory
applications that target children, violations of intellectu-
al property rights and data center intrusions on power/
water resources."

"The rise of Al is the most significant economic and cul-
tural shift occurring at the moment; denying the people
the ability to channel these technologies in a productive
way via self-government constitutes federal government
overreach and lets technology companies run wild," he
said on the US social media company X’s platform. "Not
acceptable."
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Muslim Americans claim record representa-

tion across US

him on track to become the first Muslim Ameri-

can to lead the US’ financial capital, dominating
headlines at home and abroad as he appears poised
to implement his progressive agenda across the five
boroughs.

Z ohran Mamdani’s New York City victory has put

But the 34-year-old was far from the only Muslim to win
local office in las off-year election cycle. A total of six Mus-
lims, including Mamdani, either secured or will secure the
highest office in their cities, according to the Council on
American-Islamic Relations (CAIR). According to Anadolu.

They include Abdullah Hammoud, who was re-elected
chief executive of Dearborn, Michigan —in many ways the
beating heart of the Arab American community that sits
just outside of Detroit —and Mo Baydoun, who secured
a full term in neighboring Dearborn Heights after serving
as acting mayor following the resignation of Mayor Bill
Bazzi, who is now President Donald Trump’s ambassador
to Tunisia.

Baydoun focused on core bread and butter issues during
his campaign, such as improving city services for residents
and public safety, riding the messaging to a lopsided vic-
tory over his challenger, Councilwoman Denise Malinows-
ki-Maxwell.

Hammoud, meanwhile, secured a second term with over
70% of the vote after campaigning on a progressive plat-
form not unlike Mamdani’s, including a focus on inclusivity
and improvement of city services.

In another race, authorities in Hamtramck — a city of
about 27,000 people just outside Detroit — have yet to
certify the results of the mayoral election, where only 11
votes separate the two candidates. But with both contend-
ers, Adam Alharbi and Muhith Mahmood, being Muslim,
the city’s top office is certain to be held by a member of
the faith.

Outside of Michigan, Faizul Kabir will continue his may-
orship in College Park, Maryland, a suburb that borders
Washington, DC, that he has led since 2023. That year,

Kabir became the first Muslim mayor in Maryland after
winning a special election.

In a blog post after his win, Kabir pledged to continue the
work he began during his first two years in office.

“We made our neighborhoods safer, more walkable, and
more connected, all while celebrating the rich diversity that
makes College Park so special,” he wrote.

“We will keep prioritizing public safety, affordable hous-
ing for all generations, and services that support families,
youth, and seniors. And we will remain committed to sus-
tainability so our city thrives not just today, but for decades

11 ‘ November 2025 - Volume : 13 - Issue :155

to come,” he added.

In New Jersey, Ted Green won re-election to maintain his
spot atop the city of East Orange, which sits just west of
Newark. Green is now slated to carry on in office for a
third term.

- American Muslims ‘shaping future of our democracy’

CAIR said Muslim candidates are engaged in three other
races that are yet to be settled — headed to a runoff, facing
a recount or with ballot counting still ongoing.

Polling from the Muslim advocacy group found overwhelm-
ing support among Muslim Americans for Mamdani, with
97% supporting the New York City mayor-elect and Hashmi
receiving 95% backing.

While the victories represent just a small fraction of the
thousands of mayorships across the US, they nonetheless
signify the growing prominence of Muslims actively engag-
ing in the American democratic process.

Indeed, Muslims scored other major victories in local and
state contests on Tuesday, including Ghazala Hashmi, who
is set to become the first female Muslim elected to state-
wide office in Virginia when she assumes the lieutenant
governorship in January.

Muslims also won over two dozen down-ballot races, rang-
ing from judicial posts to county and city legislative seats
and school board positions, according to CAIR.

Out of 76 tracked Muslim candidates, 38 secured electoral
victories in what marked a record year of representation in
politics for the faith group, CAIR’s data indicated.

“These exit poll results highlight an encouraging truth:
American Muslims are showing up, speaking out, and
shaping the future of our democracy,” the group said in
a statement.

“Across four states, Muslim voters demonstrated remark-
able engagement and commitment to the civic process,
casting ballots that reflect their growing role as active
participants in American life. In the face of anti-Muslim
bigotry, they are rising to build a better future for them-
selves and their neighbors, proving that participation, not
prejudice, defines our nation’s strength,” it added.
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DONATE HERE

EMERGENC

LIFE'S EMERGENCY RESPONSE TEAM HAS BEEN ON THE
GROUND INSIDE OF GAZA DISTRIBUTING MEDICAL SUPPLIES,
FOOD, AND WARMTH BUT YOUR HELP IS STILL NEEDED

& M 7

SA.ORG
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Life

WHERE THERE IS LIFE... THERE IS HOPE

2025
alu3l diley) Jo3l (soiumdl Litikoll
Olius - 991523

Eoiiog H1iS (51> Bgaw @
Ollu>dl A8l 8jg=0 ,JLo.bl ddg) ®

Oo A dS)liney dypesll U gz dadlisg daale Wlgaig Jos yisyg @
Swaisallg slolall

lgodlwg « )l (o |s).> lgigs ol ()0 !'-L,.uJ Js ?.Mu Pl.u)!l ,J.>S
Jo3l delivo u9

dila3 gisllg &aizxoll 3)99 }Syo ) . J
Michigan Avenue, Dearborn, Ml 15801 @ 3 8-00 11| po el
1-(800)-827-3543 : Lizo Juolgs Ry

SCAN THE QR

i LIS .
CODE TO REGISTER & ?. = *
.'::I‘ P L f-‘ '] LI l ‘ l

WHERE THERE IS LIFE... THERE IS HOPE

2025

FIRST ANNUAL ORPHAN DAY
DEARBORN, M

Join Us For a Day of Family and Community!

A Day Filled with Talks,
Workshops, Fun for the Kids,
A One-Of-A-Kind Bazaar, and More!

No_Orphan_Left_Behind#

Saturday, December 20, 11AM - 8PM

Ford Community & Performing Arts Center @
15801 Michigan Avenue, Dearborn, Ml 48126

Contact Us: 1-(800)-827-3543 Q4
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Israeli hostages in the Gaza Strip

have become increasingly com-
plicated, Palestinian factions say, after
searches resumed following a brief
pause that produced no results and with
Palestinian groups yet to locate the re-
maining three bodies in their custody.

E fforts to recover the bodies of

Fighters from the Qassam Brigades, the
armed wing of Hamas, were searching on
for one body in the Zeitoun neighborhood
south of Gaza City, accompanied by engi-
neering equipment and a team from the
International Committee of the Red Cross.
According to Asharq Al Awsat.

Islamic Jihad’s armed wing, the Al-Quds
Brigades, were simultaneously searching
for another body north of Nuseirat camp
in central Gaza, with an engineering team
and Red Cross representatives.

Sources from Hamas and other Palestinian
factions told Asharqg Al Awsat that the op-
eration has become more complex.

They said mediators and the United States
were informed during ceasefire negotia-
tions that the search for the bodies would
face difficult conditions and that field com-
manders were struggling to reach at least
four bodies.

The sources said military field leaderships
had managed to pinpoint the location of
one body, where attempts to retrieve it
continue in the Nuseirat area.

Another search is underway in Zeitoun for
a second body, while the location of the
third remains unknown. They added there
is limited confidence in the ability to recov-
er the three remaining bodies, though one
might be found north of Nuseirat.
According to the sources, Israel attempt-
ed to assassinate a commander oversee-

i

ing the search for one hostage in Zeitoun,
which would have further complicated
efforts.

They said another body is believed to be in
northern Gaza in an area heavily destroyed
by Israeli forces, which carried out exten-
sive bulldozing and multiple strikes, mak-
ing recovery extremely difficult.

The factions say they remain in constant
contact with mediators on this issue and
all matters related to the ceasefire.
Mediators appear to understand the com-
plexity, the sources added, while
efforts continue to convince
Washington of the sit-
uation. The United
States, they said,
has conveyed this
to Israel, stressing
that searches will
continue but will
require more
time.

The sources
stressed that
Hamas and Pales-
tinian factions are
committed to the
ceasefire agreement
and to handing over the
bodies in their possession.
Israel is divided over the issue,

the newspaper Yedioth Ahronoth report-
edon.

A senior Israeli official said there was a real
effort and a real difficulty in returning the
bodies. Other Israeli sources said Israel
understands that Hamas'’s willingness to
return them has decreased.

Israeli officials said that despite the situa-
tion, the three remaining cases were the
most complicated of all the casualties.

B vy
i

A source familiar with the details said it
was difficult to move forward, but he did
not believe there was deception or delib-
erate stalling on Hamas’s end.
Israel insists the bodies be returned and
says the issue is not closed. It has con-
veyed a message to Hamas that it will not
leave any hostage in Gaza, as was the case
after Operation Protective Edge in 2014,
according to the daily.
Recovery of Palestinian bodies
This comes as Gaza’s Civil Defense spokes-
man, Mahmoud Basal, announced
that starting,teams would
begin the first phase of
retrieving the bodies
of Palestinians killed
in Israeli airstrikes
from under the

rubble.
Basal said the
initial work

would begin in
Maghazi camp in
central Gaza, in
cooperation with
the International
Committee of the
Red Cross, the Egyp-
tian committee, the po-
lice and local municipalities.
Thousands of appeals have been
received from families whose relatives re-
main trapped under collapsed buildings,
urging authorities to expedite recovery,
he added.
He noted that the operation will proceed
despite the lack of heavy machinery after
most Civil Defense equipment was de-
stroyed by Israel.
Israeli forces continue to block the entry
of heavy equipment needed for search

special coverage dnla dun i
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asts Shadow on Gaza Deal

and recovery. Basal said there was an ur-
gent humanitarian need for DNA testing
facilities because many victims remain
unidentified.

Violations and casualties

The United Nations children’s agency
UNICEF said at least 67 children have been
killed in conflict-related incidents since the
ceasefire began on October 10.
Spokesman Ricardo Pires told reporters in
Geneva that dozens more were been under
Israeli control for months.

The army said the incident occurred east of
the city when the men approached Israeli
forces and posed a direct threat. Searches
continue for others.

Army Radio said the incident happened in
the Jneina neighborhood of eastern Rafah,
where it said the remaining Hamas opera-
tives are concentrated in the last tunnels.
It added that fighters have begun emerging
gradually due to Israel’s operations there.
Israel’s public broadcaster said around 80
fighters remain trapped in the last tunnels
in Rafah. It said Hamas had previously
tried, through mediators, to secure a safe
route for them to exit, but Israel insists
they either surrender or be killed.
Channel 14 reported that Israeli forces
operated near the tunnel area and that
twelve fighters emerged. Seven were
killed, four retreated into the tunnel, and
one was arrested and transferred to the
Shin Bet for interrogation.

The channel said intelligence assessments
indicate that around 30 fighters are still in-
side, including what is believed to be a bat-
talion commander or deputy commander.
No Palestinian sources confirmed Israel’s
account of the incident, though heavy
gunfire was heard from Israeli helicopters
targeting areas in Rafah.
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MBS says normaliza-
tion with Israel hinges
on ‘clear path’ to Pal-
estinian state

Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman said his
country wanted to normalize relations with Israel
through US President Donald Trump’s Abraham Ac-
cords, but first needed a “clear path” to Palestinian
statehood.

“We want to be part of the Abraham Accords. But
we want also to be sure that we secure a clear path
of two-state solution,” MBS said in the Oval Office
alongside Trump. According to Al Arabiya Net.

“We’re going to work on that, to be sure that we
can prepare the right situation as soon as possible,”
he added.

“We want peace for the Israelis. We want peace for
the Palestinians... We want them to coexist peace-
fully in the region, and we will do our best to reach
that date.”

Saudi Arabia has repeatedly stated that it would not
normalize relation with Israel without a Palestinian
state.

During the same meeting, MBS said Saudi Arabia
Kingdom will increase investments in the US to $1
trillion.

Trump, for his part, said Saudi Arabia will get F-35
fighter jets that are “pretty similar” to those that
Israel possesses, calling both countries great allies.
He added that the US has reached a defense deal
with Saudi Arabia.

The US president also said that he can see a civilian
nuclear deal happening with Saudi Arabia.

.

i

as a major non-NATO US ally

resident Donald Trump
said that he is upgrad-
ing ties with Saudi Ara-

bia, designating the Kingdom
as a major non-NATO US ally.

"I'm pleased to announce
that we're taking our mil-
itary cooperation to even
greater heights by formally
designating Saudi Arabia

as a major non-NATO ally,
which is something that is
very important to them,"
Trump said as he hosted
Saudi Crown Prince Moham-
med bin Salman for a formal
dinner at the White House.
According to Anadolu.

"I'm just telling you now for
the first time, because they
wanted to keep a little secret
for tonight...That's another
point you won today, and
signing a historic strategic
defense agreement, which
we just signed a little while
ago. So congratulations," he
added to applause.

Major non-NATO allies are
granted certain defense
trade and security coop-
eration benefits, including
being able to enter into joint

research and development
programs with the Pentagon
and having privileged access
to US weaponry, training
and loans.

Other major non-NATO allies
include Bahrain, Colombia,
Egypt, Israel, Japan, Kenya,
Pakistan, Qatar, South Korea
and Tunisia.

The designation does not in
and of itself provide any se-
curity guarantees, but the
White House earlier said that
Trump and bin Salman signed
a strategic defense agree-
ment that it said "strength-
ens our more than 80-year
defense partnership and for-
tifies deterrence across the
Middle East."
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From the Office of Wayne County Treasurer - Eric R. Sabree
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PROBATE
ASSISTANCE
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If you are facing foreclosure and need assistance in starting a Wayne County

Probate Court Case because a property is in the name of a deceased family
member, please contact one of the following community partners for assistance:

Michigan Legal Services: 313-774-1527 | 313-725-4890
United Community Housing Coalition: 313-405-7726
Legal Aid & Defender: 313-967-5800

Omtg dalolie 2 Likuo ot daSiones JLad¥ | ELSqy
B0l ole : 313.224.5706
Contact the Wayne County Probate Court by calling:

313.224.5706
Suke Lol L fpond
We are here to help!
www.Treasurer.WayneCounty.com
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Yemeni kids learn
without classrooms,
textbooks

es, Yemeni children are learning Arabic grammar —
lucky to receive an education at all in a country ham-
mered by years of war.

C rammed under a tattered tent on rough wooden bench-

The children, some without shoes or textbooks, were born into a
divided state where fighting has destroyed nearly 3,000 schools.
Those that remain are plagued by power cuts and a lack of run-
ning water. Al-Ribat Al-Gharbi school near Aden, in Yemen'’s gov-
ernment-controlled south, is a typical case, with frequent power
outages, no water supply, and a shortage of trained teachers.
According to AFP.

Next to the crowded tent, teacher Suad Saleh is doing her best
with another large group of kids in a cheap temporary building.
“Each class has more than 105 or 110 students,” she said.

“With this overcrowding, most of them can neither read nor write,”
she said.

Her rudimentary classroom is so packed that many children are
sitting on the tiled floor, exercise books on their laps.

“It takes me 10 minutes just to quiet them down,” she said.

The plight of Yemen'’s schools, which reflects the country’s hu-
manitarian crisis, also signals difficulties for future development,
hampered by an uneducated population.

More than 4.5 million children in the country of 40 million have
been denied access to education, according to Unicef.

Each morning at Al-Ribat Al-Gharbi, students grab packets of
UN-provided fortified biscuits to stave off hunger. “The main prob-
lems are the absence of suitable classrooms, almost no electricity,
and no running water,” along with a lack of trained teachers, said
deputy principal Mohammed Al-Mardabhi.

Many professional teachers have quit, despairing at the low pay.
“We work for a very small salary — 50,000 Yemeni rials (S31) —
what can that do for us in these circumstances?” said Saleh.
Schools in Houthi areas face similar issues, with teachers frequent-
ly unpaid.

Donor funds helped train more than 150 female teachers and re-
build 30-plus schools, including Aden’s Al-Haram Al-Jami’i, accord-
ing to Saudi aid officials.

There, the classrooms offer a stark contrast to the dilapidated
government schools, with new desks, whiteboards, and fans, and
students in bright uniforms.

“Students from this area used to travel far to reach schools, which
caused hardship for both them and their parents,” said principal
Fathiya Al-Afifi.

But even with the injection of aid, war still hangs heavy over ev-
eryday life. For Al-Afifi, the school principal, the destruction of Ye-
men’s education system has been nothing short of “catastrophic.”
“Stopping education has had a terrible impact ... An entire gener-
ation can neither read nor write,” she said.

“This is a disaster.”
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SPONSORSHIP PACKAGES
C e ([ ¥ )

Friend
S1,000

Bronze
$2,500

& Includes all friend benefits
&) Logo on gala banners

& 10 general admission
tickets (1 table) at the
gala throughout the venue

& Name displayed in the

gala program

Become a Friend Sponsor

e ¥ I

Silver
S5,000

&4 On-stage recognition during

the gala

Become a Bronze Sponso

&) Includes all bronze benefits

& 1 page advertisement in the
program booklet
& Exhibition booth in the lobby

Become a Silver Sponsor

SPONSORSHIP PACKAGES

W EXCLUSIVE

G Diamond

CZ ‘ $50.000

) Includes all platinum benefits

&} 90 seconds sponsor-provided video ad

& 1table of 10 at a prime location

/) Custom logo displayed on stage during the gala
/) 2 sponsor-provided stand-up banners at the gala
/) 2 sponsor-provided banners displayed at the ICD

throughout 2026 ,
&/} Opportunity to provide branded promotional items at / )

the gala (o) '9
&/} Speaking opportunity during the gala (_@235?
&) Receive a special plaque award at the gala =\ ¢
Vr\_; [ sy ‘

Become a
Diamond Sponsor

Arab American Today gl @S,gail @l

SPONSORSHIP PACKAGES
4 ¥ )

Gold
$10,000

& Includes all silver benefits

& Logo placement on the gala webpage and the ICD’s website
& 1sponsor-provided stand-up banner at the gala event hall
& Mentions on the ICD social media platforms

\@5 Ad in the Ramadan 2026 calendar j
Become a Gold Sponsor

®
Platinum
$25,000

& Includes all gold benefits
& 1-minute sponsor-provided video ad
&I 2 sponsor-provided stand-up banners at the gala event hall
& 1sponsor-provided banner displayed at ICD throughout 2026
& Advertisement on 4 screens displayed at the ICD throughout 2026
& Full page advertisement in the program booklet
R e

Become a Platinum Sponsor

8=

CONTACT US

@ 313-584-4143

© Gala@icdonline.org

www.icdonline.org

©) 14350 Tireman Ave,
Detroit, MI 48228

[=]

linktr.ee /icdcenter

FOLLOW US
. ( ( @icdcenter .l'l -
-)r ICD - Islamic Center of Detroit €3 "\~ \
Islamic Center of Detroit I \ v

::\ A e -—— /"‘

. s
~—— \_\“\“\ of — LS
INGAVNY SN
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WHY
PARTNER
WITH ICD?

By sponsoring this event,
your business will:

e Gain powerful brand visibility
» Demonstrate corporate social
responsibility by investing in faith-based

community impact

e Connect with a diverse, engaged
audience of over 5,000 weekly attendees

e Be featured across ICD’s growing digital
and physical platforms

INTRODUCTION

For 25 years, the Islamic Center of Detroit (ICD) has been a
cornerstone of faith, service, and unity. This year, we're hosting a
25th Anniversary Gala to reflect on our legacy. Your sponsorship
helps us continue vital programs in youth empowerment, refugee
assistance, food security, and health services.

Event details: 25th Anniversary Gala
e Date: Friday, December 5, 2025
e Time: 6 PM
e Location: Fairlane Club: 5000 Fairlane Woods Dr, Dearborn, MI

48126
MISSION STATEMENT

The Islamic Center of Detroit (ICD) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit
organization serving Muslims and the entire population across
Metro-Detroit. Guided by Islamic principles of service and
compassion, the ICD delivers essential services and builds unity
through cultural, educational, and community programs, empowering
all residents to live with dignity and opportunity.

ICD
SERVICES:

Religious Services e Outreach Programs
Youth Programs e Health Services
Social Services e Recreational
Mental Health Clinic Activities
Education Programs e Career &

Food Security Professional
Refugee & Immigration  Development
Services Services
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French ex-leader
Sarkozy appeal trial
to open March 16

rance’s former president Nicolas Sarkozy will go on trial
F on appeal over Libyan campaign-funding allegations start-

ing March 16, a Paris court said.
A lower court in September found the right-wing politician
-- who was head of state from 2007 to 2012 -- guilty of
seeking to acquire funding from Muammar Gaddafi’s Libya
for the campaign that saw him elected. According to AFP.
Sarkozy was sentenced to five years behind bars but left
La Sante prison in Paris on Monday after serving just 20
days, following a judge’s order for his release.
The 70-year-old had immediately appealed, but the lower
court ordered him jailed, citing the “exceptional gravity”
of the conviction.
The appeal means Sarkozy -- who has denied any wrong-
doing -- is again presumed innocent, with proceedings
scheduled to run until June 3, the Paris appeals court said
in a statement on .
Sarkozy entered jail on October 21, becoming the first
former head of a European Union state to be incarcerated.
In the so-called “Libyan case,” prosecutors said his aides,
acting in Sarkozy’s name, struck a deal with Gaddafi in
2005 to illegally fund his victorious presidential election
bid.
Investigators believe that in return, Gaddafi was promised
help to restore his international image after Tripoli was
blamed for the 1988 bombing of a plane over Lockerbie,
Scotland, and another over Niger in 1989, killing hundreds
of passengers.
The court convicted Sarkozy of criminal conspiracy over
the plan. But it did not conclude that he received or used
the funds for his campaign.
Sarkozy has faced a flurry of legal woes since losing his
re-election bid in 2012, and has already been convicted
in two other cases.
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Japan lets police use rifles to kill bears
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after strict gun laws were revised to help au-

thorities battle a spate of fatal attacks that
also prompted the US embassy in Tokyo to issue a
"wildlife alert.”

P olice in Japan can from use rifles to shoot bears

A record 13 people have been killed by the animals
across the country since April, with incidents report-
ed on an almost daily basis of bears entering homes,
roaming near schools and rampaging in supermarkets.
The government is scrambling to deal with the surge
in maulings, which scientists say is being driven by a
fast-growing bear population combined with this year's
bad acorn harvest and a falling human population.
The northern regions of Akita and lwate, where most
of the attacks have taken place, held a ceremony on
for riot police, who will now be allowed to use rifles to
shoot bears.

Local officials confirmed to AFP that changes to gun
rules had come into effect after being announced.

The revision came as media reports said handguns
issued to regular Japanese police are of limited use
against bears because the weapons are not powerful
enough to kill them.

The US embassy in Tokyo posted on a "wildlife alert"
on its website warning people to avoid walking alone

in areas where bears had been sighted or stay away
altogether.

The embassy noted that local authorities closed a zoo in
Sapporo in northern Japan adjacent to the US Consulate
General following a bear sighting in the vicinity.
"Although the Consulate is located outside of the park,
we encourage all visitors for routine or other services
to be diligent and aware of your surroundings," the
embassy said.

The British government has also urged travelers to avoid
solo walks in areas where bears have been spotted.
There have been regular sightings and attacks in recent
weeks.

a bear cub appeared in the vicinity of Iwate Hanamaki
Airport in Iwate prefecture, causing the closure of the
runway for more than an hour and the delay of two
domestic flights, local official Shigeo Konno told AFP.
Japan also began deploying soldiers in the hard-hit Akita
region, although the troops will not carry firearms or
hunt the bears.
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Hijab and Practic-
ing Sports in Mixed

It is necessary for an adult Muslim woman to wear Hijab on =
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tell the believing women to lower their gaze and be modest,
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He Almighty also says: {O Prophet! Tell thy wives and thy il 138 () guising Le_éjo_;\s
daughters and the women of the believers to draw their é Jiaseeleally ,S3U .

cloaks close round them (when they go abroad). That will o s eles SUlOL - [ WRPPRARAF
be better, that so they may be recognized and not annoyed. ‘5‘3 o\)Aj\ 3y J,Aj\ el polls S|yl

Allah is ever Forgiving, Merciful.} (Al-Ahzab 33: 59) “5)_,‘ dcy e ,LS.:\ a3y Juodl ol aas a9

. . ‘J).w.o OuJL‘>J‘ 0\5;‘5*05 LGS‘..»)SMULlea;\,.oJ
There is no exception for school, sports, etc. If a grown Al 9,8y ub@j‘ as elodal (ams Jgdy
up girl goes to a school where there are male and female o wa eles 3o dls AEg0 Sy yadd B
students, then she is obliged to wear the Hijab. dey 2953l ‘,Le?n PAgesy]] 3 by oo ¢ punoidl g%
Muslim girls should have sports with girls. Sports that brings .u.d\ ol olsdiwl Lle 4l ¥y ‘J,j)_; PIRLYS (.._\Jg_g_ P‘\ o
about intermingling between men and women are not al- Leleadly Sl odme (3 cusgll 1in 5Sdl Oyl ety ol e o) iy
lowed [for fear of temptation and immorality]. Muslim girls i Jsu‘sa-dé-f-U‘s-*Le-‘w’JSés Cidg d\g
who play with other girls and no non-Mahrams watch them Olyidl 3elys & Ay ] oyl 24,8 Olgs L@Jb.ol 8 iy Ly diasmsy Gy
do not have to wear Hijab. )‘-‘SJ’JL""MI‘-‘SU‘PL@J“-’ )\_,5 ‘.,‘),sj\
. 4 \5m\5 °>L41|t54u\5 A1 CGs 051.,4 Gaall &) gl 4] 52801 63 aas )01 Bel )3 b
Source: Islam online 5355 0 5155 Gs3 s Kool o AAEET Lhe (e Gl Byghal) gl Taaall § y9: punil

,ysuumwﬁumwy ,,.\ olgy Lo I3 (ras ,_w\ou.u..;";mw\)s;
éuwbmmp\@w 1555 523 Lo Gy el S cre sl aLel
Y iy agle aldl Lo aldl J gy JG: qu.u.sd.!\

WWW.ARABAMERICANTODAY.NET 155 :3sall - yiic &Ll diwll - o 2025 yasgs | 36



Islamophobia ;429 Luia

Arab American Today egdll @S._;pil @l

ML@‘ u‘cu.os.ol‘ Y‘ J}X LJ‘J L)"“JS‘P
&9‘}\44—\4‘-‘0‘0‘544.”34)0\53 )S..u;\“
[?’-&LA 0\3)](4.”31}9‘5&}}.0
C_wj‘,m\ u,,yu.; d].oJ‘me«S.m.H
de\L@Js& aldl wals Lo e il saa
&d&)ﬁt%‘u@d}ﬁsummﬁ“.@.\.\s
d]hﬁd))»byg‘.'”.ﬁs dj_ﬁo_\)b
o sl ol e 3341 0L olesly
Loo s Ll ¥y 65Ut p2ad Yy el
“%JJ‘S&)—"J‘U-‘&“‘%W‘@)-‘
J5 1520l o Chyinllypanlly callly
u&.tu.um‘c”‘ﬂ) H—.&jtﬁ.’.ﬁiﬂ‘uho
JoSiss > Sgai o Lasd Gl o255 &
azy T (allall 3 sfasTs A 15350 L3,
IO

35Ts sy e alS3 § Gl alalls
0y o ool gl Ll 301 Ll
Su..“ns Ol
JSJ}gbsf}.xNJm J.>Y‘ UL’ Q\AJY‘S
RS b3 liis Y aglsl s 1) JaT &l
f\.\.ﬁ}” 0‘5 [49 wy‘] {u}ad.w.uu Yj
Ol calsbay ¥ alos 1 (T LS pondl sy
alommgs Lglaf JaS5u3 S Gged oo Lais
sl olailly delonid] e i
e:JL: t&d\@obﬂ‘sm;s;l\dbm
JM.}Yj JJ.“J woy)‘.hg%ﬂbyﬁb
5l iy by el ims Y |
U-CJ)L‘-‘-'S““)L"‘SWE-UU‘U‘
Bl e el s coper he Uslom dialyS
Ll L of Jladl jaso 430

¥l Ems el 0 Aexdlg

LaSaadly OLe¥ L jaddl a g b
S gl g Al ladl Dplabadl Gis
M.Ub 43341 ‘)u‘g&.a." (3 tj).tj ub‘).lc..é}!b
Bagie aalo g gy u.u.s)!!j e Oysllg
Lo Sl I Ll aal Ilas sl
pet]

25 pd] -yl

Laalad| Bl (2 (w3 ¥y 0y8llg
) yuuﬁ‘)ﬁg‘} e o1 46 )
dab Bw:\a 5A u.u‘g‘)s.d
(Esdass 1556 s o U aby 31 288335505
[97: J_».\\]
0l L JIB S Lol > b 03y
Al L@;»gwwuméut" FI
|" )Ludu.\dﬂadbg OPY‘LOJ}AJ
S Gyl L iy ] il e
@J*H.&A&a@@\dﬁ\dedy\
g.\.\.buu.\.c
Eyge yaidly £LaBIL uL.m(\
Lrwdsd) doadl abad|
‘u"j)"‘)‘)&-""“yb
u‘e-‘-*—'j;ed‘

Mw\‘;.“mu\ Bhs |
|Ppy5¢suud;\wum*
(,wJuNJsMxm‘jgunm

(e OLoT G) eilonsas Jg [ 22: 40051

207 "

mwwuwyw,wwwxw
Je.[11: u.\\.u.“](‘a.d&;owJS-\w\j
Ll alasd Al aipas Jo 1 500 daile
(aLusLs\oju«dJ‘J.‘.cuo
(e o alS Al oL s sl olagl s
3.@5 w\ f.\.ﬁ.gc‘\.}”;‘ud.ﬁ.g LAA)J‘U)‘?:!
1ilals oy ol 552log oS e 552l
Al oo alll gy JUB cobasiys sy
NS IR P GSE) alug anle

(B B g Lgpnin Loy L1 ¢
L ydly uglusdl O gy

ST d83e usidl ra¥U Lol &33e
wm} u_».n U a SHI o!,sJ‘ Eptl]
Pl d.u’j\ ﬁ;w I-Sil3 235 1530

4 sg, 8 ):/ng’

[82 ‘a‘a.tyq {ug.}.\.@-o (a.h‘g UAY‘
uougsbu)b«opm‘gw}!‘ﬁ.!@;g
Lyl Lu;.!\@ud\ Ay bl sl
b £ 53 JS I e lagdl oa¥l o
~dley
B3 e Hi olasdly
el & fo ol
aSoall e oaclung
Lubadlopeline &
Gl Jhe
5;@.6‘;9.131‘3
2 ol aly
caddals
b oSy
g ool
= ISR
y [P
PEFEESS!
et s
LeS (s pas o)
Joldas g
G b il
ale | Lo
o1 By Candl aluns
el B S e clatay
u.i).e.i(aj F*LUH‘M\AJ‘U)M
ols e dlas all eI u\?l,_m\.u\ Lo o
Ws‘ﬁ@*’?d‘u‘-‘-"ﬂ“.;}“ o
un.\.“} dJ!J,sJWJo.aw {.@;.:ce\
4.‘."‘;1&‘)55.\.\ 0.45} ds&jt{os.i:ﬁ U‘SJ 4.!-“
u.uJiu;@l» i) 0333‘{4.»,.;5@
@53 oyl uogsLeJSb.o»‘gJ“Js‘g‘{‘g.xd
)‘meﬁ‘m ULA]@‘Q.&.LCJS&.@
e Yy g2 Yy iy Yy Slov

salal) 8lasdl s gLl Jonlls ole¥ls
Ol asall (e ity Galias alll ) o3l

B9 2 1o Llasg Lsadl alll gl
(525 3 4acs Lgad ol Sl Jamg
gl ool cakny ¥ i laSHL ciiles
RVRACRITRNEY

(“'@"" ‘j‘ds >4 0"’""“ QLD c..‘.bb {9
U‘)"’Y‘s cuu}‘j.@.!‘s ‘:5.6.6." US‘“‘L“-‘
uob.o}(\ (o B3 Ogdl (ro B9 “’5‘-”‘“5
UAAL!.” J_u_s.....d.\ O D> ‘4""5}”5

2y g3l ang (33,11 a2 e Og3lazs
ﬁsAA‘S&JM.“ (.34.53‘4.5.&]93-“ ﬁhgs.ﬁigY‘
cslad!

0090609 Ludill Goill ge Saull
)L«.».U‘j td_‘&J‘ OJLUS ‘JSLU-I.U OJﬂs caj
ool T | o2yl QLS|

o gl ¥l e sy

¢ il oill agndoll ga Loo
cgud b dyid Ll bo il ool
sl Bslebog ¢ sl 2l sl udsll
Sl il Bslabl jsnddl g2
) oLy Lol Juiiond] ro 381 pucs
A2ge G Dby aniog dilbac g 0yuls
) 8Ll OLdEss olaad!
Slaiid] o L) Lk 3Ll o2
LY o B g TS| Ol ¥l
oY Sg e sl of CSLEe Laud s
Sl padss S1MEY 03a i ¥ (gl
&)}J‘j 8@\4 M 5‘

(LadS S5 § oyl ey el el
Lol B olacad ! S|

ouaill goills glogl ddile

ol B & 590¥! 0 lou¥l d8e g
EECORIICRESIPE) (RESILEIUTWNLP
4o a2-99 Loyl azgg Bulanad| Cuz9s
28339 (Lol 8L 3 9 3 e gwdSd) (oY
T olaisy

oudid) ygdoy todasgig allls (L
LaS didl (g98a9 guadl 7 iy g LS

37 ‘ November 2025 - Volume : 13 - Issue :155

WWW.ARABAMERICANTODAY.NET



French writer
Emmanuel Carrére
wins Prix Médicis for
'Kolkhoze'

he Prix Médicis jury announced on that French
T writer Emmanuel Carrére won this prestigious lit-

erary award, known for its high standards, for his
novel “Kolkhoze,” published by POL Publishing House.

Author Nina Allan also won the Medicis Prize for Foreign
Fiction for her novel Les Bons Voisins, published by Tris-
tram. In the literary essay category, Fabrice Gabriel won
the award for his work “Au cinema Central,” published by
the publishing house Mercure de France.

This award was awarded the day after other major French
literary awards were distributed. Laurent Mauvignier won
the Prix Goncourt for his novel, La maison vide, published
by Minuit, while Adélaide de Clermont-Tonnerre won the
Prix Renaudot for her novel, | Wanted to Live. voulais
vivre” published by Grasset.

Nathacha Appanah won the “Prix Femina” for her novel
“The Heart of Women” (“Le coeur des femmes”), pub-
lished by Gallimard.

It is noteworthy that Emmanuel Carrere, 67 years old,
was also shortlisted for the Goncourt Prize for his novel
“Kolkhoze”. It is a family saga extending over 560 pages,
in which the writer tells the story of 4 generations of one
family, the family of his mother, historian Hélene Carrere
d’Encausse, who lived an exceptional life.

Since the beginning of his career in 1983, Emmanuel
Carrére has published 17 books, in addition to a large
number of newspaper articles and about 20 screenplays
and films. He particularly attracted attention with nov-
els such as “The Mustache” (“La mustache”), “The Ad-
versary” (“L'adversaire”), “A Russian Novel” (“Un roman
russe”), and “A Life Other than Mine” (“D’autres vies que
la mienne”).

The writer previously won the “Prix Femina” in 1995 for
his novel “La classe de neige,” and the “Prix Renaudot”
in 2011 for his novel “Limonov.”

In 2024, the Prix Médicis was awarded to Julia Deck for
her novel, Ann d’Angleterre, published by Seuil.
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e T Ode to the Bread Roll
A g3l S5l 5oy @ 029 o2 L
s wddi>g0 @3\4;3\ 09555 like a tamale stripped of leaves. early rising nightingale,
Sl e (s Sebaadlg Lasledl 3,083, stood too close to the oven
S ! T’N m"?b u_,J‘ ‘_,3_,_,_‘\ ) Inch closer to the table, baby, to romance the bread.
<l Ggez 13U because my hands long to be
FIR L@ab:»! Gl Jasswl . .
’ J«.udb L@.‘\Sj po U\S i top sheet and pillowcase It singed my eyelashes.
i J‘ i Ja to masquerade as your bed It burned me down to poet.
e | 45'” © Le"b) and meld their dreams to yours:
S el L@'d s Ly §,055 | deliver in a clay tray
i -3l you, reflection of moon over la- what’s left of words

By Rigoberto Gonzilez

Translated By Mahsa Hojjati

goon;
them, parade of heron sticks
that make you jiggle jiggle
like marzipan gelatin.

With you even the soldier
surrenders and shows up to the
barracks

to say—before
my mouth goes dry—

| won’t get jealous

if you run away

with him or them or her.

And if you're aroused by them,
| won't ask why.

Ode to the Bread Roll(2 versions)

For Francisco X. Alarcén firing off foolishness:

| only beg that you
remember me, beloved.

And as remembrance

I'll cherish what you leave me
of the crumbs and crusts.

Ay, papacito, compact as a brick,
you broke my heart with a single
blow. jAjua!

Translated from the Spanish

Ay, goldo, goldito, goldo

with those sunbathed baby
cheeks,

| want to gobble you up in kisses.

Ay, chaparrito, | came in one
piece Notes:

until you scattered me like a jig- This poem is part of the Ruth Lilly
saw puzzle. jAjua! Poetry Prize folio in the October

Please go on, you tanned flirt, !
: e I 2025 issue of Poetry.

you ostrich wink,

lying down naked-toned | who only aimed to be

chief baker,

Source: Poetry (October 2025)

41 | November 2025 - Volume : 13 - Issue :155 WWW.ARABAMERICANTODAY.NET



German Police Bust
Forgery Ring Accused
of Selling Fake Picas-
sos and Rembrandts

avarian police officers seized an array of forged works with
B false attributions to artists including Pablo Picasso, Rem-

brandt, Juan Miro, Amadeo Modigliani and Frida Kahlo.
The operation involved coordinated raids on homes and business
premises in Germany, Switzerland and Liechtenstein, the Bavarian
state crime office said. According to the art newspaper.
Investigations against a 77-year-old German man and ten suspect-
ed accomplices began at the start of the year, with the group
suspected of conspiring to commit fraud with art forgeries, the
office said.
On 15 October, more than 100 officers searched properties in 11
German towns, five Swiss cantons and Liechtenstein, seizing doc-
uments, mobile telephones, cloud data and forged works of art.
Police became aware of the case when the man, who is their main
suspect, tried to sell two works presented as original Picasso paint-
ings—one of them a portrait of Dora Maar. “A potential buyer
came to us because the negotiations were not what you'd expect
for paintings of that quality,” Patrick Haggenmdller, the chief in-
spector leading the investigation, said in an interview with Reuters
TV. “They were selling them out of their car boot.”
Further investigations revealed that the main suspect was also
trying to sell about 20 more works. These included a copy of
Rembrandt’s The Sampling Officials of the Amsterdam Drapers’
Guild, also known as The Syndics, for which he was asking SFr
120m. The original of this painting hangs in the Rijksmuseum in
Amsterdam, but the forger and accomplices didn’t let that deter
them: according to the Bavarian police statement, they told po-
tential buyers that their version was the original and the one in
the Rijksmuseum was a copy.
The other works—including a painting of the Virgin and Child
purporting to be by Anthony van Dyck and two ceramic vases for
sale as original Picasso works—were offered for prices between
€400,000 and €14m.
The suspected accomplices include an 84-year-old Swiss woman
and a 74-year-old man from the state of Rhineland-Palatinate who
produced certificates of authenticity for the works, the state crime
office said. He and the main suspect were apprehended on the
day of the raids but released again. Investigations are ongoing.
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Oscar: The Return of
the Mammoth —Egypt’s
First Sci-Fi Blockbuster
Brings the Extinct Crea-
ture Back to Life

ilm Oscar: The Return of the Mammoth — one of the big-

gest cinematic productions in Egypt and the Arab world

in 2025. The film combines science fiction and thrilling
drama in a bold, cinematic experiment.

The Story

The plot follows a team of Egyptian scientists who succeed in
bringing back the long-extinct mammoth through advanced
genetic engineering. But what begins as a groundbreaking
scientific achievement quickly spirals out of control when the
mammoth comes to life in the heart of Cairo — sparking a tense
conflict between those who want to exploit it and those who
seek to protect it.

Cast and Crew

Directed by Mohamed Hesham El Roshdy, the film was writ-
ten by Mosta-
fa Askar and
Ahmed Halim,
based on a sto-
ry by Karim He-
sham.

The star-stud-
ded cast
includes:
Ahmed Salah
Hosny, Hanady
Mehanna,
Mohamed
Tharwat, and
Mohamed
Gomaa.
Production and
Visual Effects
The film
features state-
of-the-art
visual effects
to recreate the
mammoth in
stunning real-
ism — a major
step forward for Egyptian cinema that aims to compete with
international productions in both scale and quality.

Release Date

TAISMD WP

"Oscar: The Return of the Mammoth" premiered in cinemas on
October 15, 2025, in Egypt and several other Arab countries.
Film experts anticipate the movie will achieve record-breaking
box office success thanks to its innovative concept and ambi-
tious execution.
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International migration
law...a new pattern in
Arab thought policy

no longer able to determine the status of foreign residents based

on their own sovereign vision, as legal and moral restrictions
have increased that require them to respect the rights of migrants
and guarantee their dignity. Hence, the transformation of the mi-
grant from a “regulatory subject” to a “human rights actor” in the
contemporary international system represents a fundamental turn-
ing point that resulted in the need to establish what could be called
international migration law, an emerging legal branch that interacts
with human rights and humanitarian law, and is independent of
them at the same time.

I n light of the rise of the global human rights discourse, states are

In this context, the book “International Migration Law” by researcher
Abdul Samad Al-Abbasi, published by the Arab Center for Research
and Policy Studies, came to constitute a qualitative addition to the
Arab legal library, in a field that has not yet received the study and
consolidation it deserves.
The book spanned 264 pages, including an executive summary, an
introduction, three chapters, and a comprehensive conclusion, as
well as references, indexes, and explanatory tables. However, its real
value goes beyond the form and approach, to building a new theoret-
ical framework for understanding the complex relationship between
international migration and international law, and to defending the
legitimacy of considering this field as an independent branch of law,
based on the principles of human
dignity and human rights, and going
beyond the limits of the traditional
approach that divided people into
“citizens” and “foreigners.”
The book shows that this new
field of knowledge is still poorly
written at the Arab and inter-
national levels. Although im-
migration has become one of
the most prominent issues
in political and research dis-
course, the academic works
that have dealt with it from
a purely legal angle remain
very limited, and available
studies are often limited
to addressing the status
of foreigners or issues
of nationality or politi-
cal asylum, without building
an integrated system that regulates the
legal relations arising from the migration movement.
The book is built on three interconnected chapters For withA coordi-
nateA gradedFrom rooting to application.
The first chapter deals with the theoretical framework of the concept
of international migration law, tracing the development of the idea
from ancient times until its modern formation, to demonstrate that
recognition of the existence of this legal branch is not based on pure
academic diligence, but rather on continuous historical development
that has produced a cognitive and social base that justifies its inde-
pendence.
The second chapter focuses on the sources of this law, analyzing
international and regional agreements and relevant customary and
national legislation, and specifying the scope of its application in time,
place and persons. Migrants — not refugees or displaced persons —
constitute the basic scope of this law, which covers all stages of the
journey, from the country of origin to transit and then settlement in
the country of destination.
The third chapter addresses the general principles founding inter-
national migration law, most notably the principle of equality and
non-discrimination, while invoking the principle of “sovereign ex-
ception,” which gives states the right to restrict the movement of
individuals for security or economic reasons. This chapter concludes
with an analysis of the practical rights that migrants should enjoy,
such as the right to work, education and health care, as obligations
of states in the light of international law.
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Crises of Sudan, Iraq, and Libya
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Mohammed al-Rumaihi

re the various crises in the Arab
A world- from Sudan to Iraq to Libya

to Lebanon and others- linked to
another? Some argue that they are not.
However, if we choose to take a deeper
look, we find that there is an undeniable
underlying connection.

This connection has two parts: the first is the
failure to understand the difference between
the nation-state and the civic state, and the
second is the failure to understand the dif-
ference between citizenship and identity.
The overarching theme, then, is “failure to
manage diversity.”

This failure is the cause of all the crises in our
vast Arab lands.

Some in the region argue that Arab states are
artificial constructs and that the solution is
uniting the Arab or Islamic “Ummah.” Conse-

quently, they have no problem in disregard-
ing borders to pursue larger projects that
they believe offer a way out of the impasse.
Others see the nation itself as an identity,
seeking to impose uniformity and mold a
single identity for all citizens. This is also
impossible: nowhere in the world (except
in extremely isolated societies) do nations
or societies have a single unified identity. All
states and societies contain multiple iden-
tities.

Lee Smith, an American writer who pub-
lished a book fifteen years ago (that has not
been translated into Arabic) entitled “The
Strong Horse: Power, Politics, and the Clash
of Arab Civilizations”, offers powerful insights
into this matter. In his book, he seeks to ex-
plain the dynamics of Middle Eastern con-
flicts from within Arab cultural experience,
rather than approaching these questions
with the usual Western projections.

His work drew on the years he had spent in
the region (living in Beirut, Damascus, and
Cairo) closely observing its political and in-
tellectual shifts. If we add to that another
important book, which has been translat-
ed into Arabic, Alex Rowell’s “We Are Your
Soldiers: How Gamal Abdel Nasser Remade
the Arab World,” which covers the Nasserist
experiment and its negative repercussions
on the Arab world, a clearer picture emerges.
In essence, both books (despite their dif-
ferences) reveal the immense suffering
engendered by the “swamp of ideology’s”
influence on state-building: the pursuit of a
unified identity, or the pull of transnational-
ism, and how these projects brutalized the

Arab individual.

The truth is that this region never truly had
a modern state in the institutional sense.
Authority stems from personal, kinship, or
sectarian ties. That is why we see military
coups constantly recur under various ideo-
logical slogans. At the same time, laws are
marginalized, and public policy is not shaped
by the notion of citizenship.

The absence of equal citizenship within a
comprehensive legal framework has pushed
non-state actors to rely either on a foreign
patron or on a fabricated sense of victim-
hood.

We have seen this happen in the twenty-first
century. The fall of Saddam Hussein’s regime,
followed by Gaddafi’s, then al-Bashir’s, and
before them Ali Abdullah Saleh in Yemen,
were all the result of crude attempts to melt
citizenship into an imagined identity and to
bypass the national state.

For this reason, we should not be surprised
by today’s bloody conflict in Sudan along
ethnic, racial, and interest-based lines. Nor
is it surprising to see Iraq’s political struggle
shaped by these same ethnic and sectarian
lines, under the cover of armed militias that
prioritize what is beneath the state over the
state itself. It should not be surprising that a
segment of the Lebanese population clings
to either- arms that threaten the very exis-
tence of the Lebanese state. And if we turn
to the Maghreb, we find the unjustifiable
conflict over Western Sahara (a conflict be-
tween brothers) that has largely paralyzed
development in those regions.

When the central state collapses, as in Libya,

S$J92 §19)

Mjc_\)u‘)s.ag.c.‘én&j}"drdlék.;)@_a}{
Sapd> e e 1] ol e )1 S Lidl 2l
Mgl jyme” Ll 3 OIS U AuSLas

4_._,.m O cptmationt] S35 e Lyt By
30 1 Jsmosld eyl 538 oo Y153
ey g3 iyl g o e Lass¥1 3 51

" B gl ibes aiSan 51 550
2023(&9}” Q.sf.«u> )J;-\S\g.ae\..d‘ a5
mloyucéJwY‘ 4.4.:‘.\5 ‘:5.5..41‘ 5..\.*]“)5.4;
oSyl cdadaad) L\S...auaJLc}{th—\.MMJ_‘»@

Iraq, Syria, and Lebanon, minorities or sub-
state groups dominate, relying on foreign
support to marginalize others, who fall victim
to sectarian and political chaos.
All of this reflects the absence of a dignified
social contract for all citizens that guarantees
equality in rights and duties; that is, the deni-
al of public freedoms and of equality among
citizens.
Reform cannot come through superficial
elections. It requires domestic cultural
change that begins within education: a shift
toward respecting law and institutions rath-
er than individuals, placing citizenship above
religious and tribal identity, and recognizing
the various components of society as essen-
tial and indigenous components.
Some of us rushed to embrace elections
and democracy, ignoring the cultural and
social system built on allegiance and pow-
er. Constructed enemies are often used to
justify domestic failures and to rally society
together around hostility to a foreign enemy.
Instead of confronting the crisis of citizenship
inside Arab societies themselves, these po-
litical frames fuel crises that have sparked
civil wars, as in Yemen, Sudan, and others.
Most forces that present themselves today
as alternatives take the same approach: sub-
mission to a totalitarian ideology rather than
redefining power: replace the power of dom-
ination with the power of institutions, law,
and knowledge, for the sake of coexistence
within healthy, harmonious societies.
To conclude: the crisis is born of reducing the
state to an individual rather than institutions.
Asharq Al-Awsat
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Erdogan: We will nev-
er abandon our na-
tional cause, Cyprus,

urkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan on marked the
T 42nd anniversary of the founding of the Turkish Repub-

lic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC).
"I commemorate our heroic martyrs with mercy and express my
gratitude to our veterans. We will never abandon our national
cause, Cyprus," Erdogan said on the Turkish social media platform
NSosyal, congratulating the Turkish Cypriots on this occasion. Ac-
cording to Anadolu.

Ankara will continue to strengthen its solidarity with the Turkish
Cypriot people in every way, he added.

Meanwhile, on the occasion of the TRNC's Nov. 15 Republic Day,
the country's president, Tufan Erhurman, said the Turkish Cypriots'
struggle to protect their existence, identity and rights on the island
has continued uninterruptedly for decades.

Erhurman expressed the TRNC's determination to pursue its quest
for finding a solution on the island to ensure lasting stability and
peace both on the island and in the region.

Decades-long Cyprus problem

Cyprus has been mired in a decades-long dispute between Greek
Cypriots and Turkish Cypriots, despite a series of diplomatic efforts
by the UN to achieve a comprehensive settlement.

Ethnic attacks starting in the early 1960s forced Turkish Cypriots
to withdraw into enclaves for their safety.

In 1974, a Greek Cypriot coup aimed at Greece’s annexation of the
island led to Tirkiye’s military intervention as a guarantor power
to protect Turkish Cypriots from persecution and violence. As a
result, the TRNC was founded in 1983.

It has seen an on-and-off peace process in recent years, including
a failed 2017 initiative in Switzerland under the auspices of guar-
antor countries Turkiye, Greece and the UK.

The Greek Cypriot Administration entered the EU in 2004, the
same year that Greek Cypriots single-handedly blocked a UN plan
to end the longstanding dispute.
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Qatar’s budget records deficit
of QR1.4 bn in Q3 of 2025

he Qatar's Ministry of Finance
T announced on that the state’s

public budget recorded a defi-
cit of QR1.432 billion during the third
quarter of 2025 (July, August, and Sep-
tember), which was financed through
debt instruments. According to QNA.

In a statement published on its official
X platform, the Ministry explained that
total revenues for the aforementioned
quarter amounted to approximate-
ly QR49.155 billion, a decrease of 4.1
percent compared to Q3 of 2024. Total
expenditures reached approximate-
ly QR50.587 billion, a decrease of 1.2
percent compared to the same quarter

of 2024.

The statement added that oil reve-
nues during the third quarter of 2025
amounted to QR43.356 billion, while
non-oil revenues reached QR5.799 bil-
lion, based on an average oil price of
$68.1 per barrel during the same pe-
riod. The Ministry of Finance indicat-
ed that expenditures during the same
quarter were distributed as follows:
QR17.190 billion for salaries and wages,
QR19.597 billion for current expendi-
tures, while major capital expenditures
amounted to QR12.623 billion, and mi-
nor capital expenditures amounted to
QR1.177 billion.
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Egypt’s inflation ris-
es 1.3% in October as
price pressures persist

gypt’s monthly inflation rose 1.3 percent in October,
E bringing the consumer price index to 264.3 points as price

pressures continued to build, according to official data.
Figures from the Central Agency for Public Mobilization and Statis-
tics showed the annual inflation rate eased slightly to 10.1 percent
in October from 10.3 percent in September. According to Arab
News.

The data comes as Egypt’s macroeconomic indicators show early
signs of stabilization following currency and fiscal reforms intro-
duced since early 2024.

In its latest report, CAPMAS stated: “The main reasons for this in-
crease are attributed to the rise in prices of the food and bever-
ages section by 1.2 percent, the alcoholic beverages and tobacco
group by 0.7 percent, and the clothing and footwear section by
1.2 percent.”

Housing, water, electricity, gas, and fuel costs increased 5 percent
month on month, while household furnishings rose 0.5 percent and
health care services edged up 0.2 percent.

The report noted that transportation and recreation sectors each
recorded 0.1 percent growth.

“This occurred despite a decrease in the prices of audio, video,
photography, and information processing equipment by 1.8 percent
and organized tours by 0.4 percent,” the statement said.

CAPMAS noted that restaurant and hotel prices rose 0.2 percent
overall, even as hotel service charges dropped 0.7 percent. The
miscellaneous goods and services category climbed 1.1 percent.

In October, S&P Global Ratings upgraded Egypt’s long-term sov-
ereign credit rating to “B” from “B-”, citing structural reforms and
improved policy coordination under its International Monetary
Fund-backed program. Fitch Ratings affirmed its “B” rating with a
stable outlook during the same period.

S&P noted that reforms implemented over the past 18 months —
including a shift to a more flexible foreign exchange regime and
new investment incentives — have bolstered competitiveness and
supported a recovery in growth.

The agency added that Egypt’s economy continues to benefit from
the $8 billion loan program secured from IMF in March 2024, along
with over $10 billion in additional financing from multilateral lend-
ers.

Since the adoption of the flexible exchange-rate policy in early
2024, the Egyptian pound has traded under a market-based re-
gime, helping stabilize the balance of payments and restore investor
confidence.
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The Islamic Center of Detroit (ICD) exists
to serve the most vulnerable people
within Metropolitan Detroit through the
Muslim faith, Islamic principles, and a
fundamental belief in assisting others.
Officially opened to the publicin January
2000, the ICD offers programming not
only to its Muslim constituency, but
also the underserved surrounding the
Brooks, Fiskhorn, Warrendale, and Cody
Rouge neighborhoods, and surrounding
communities.
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UN report: Climate dis-
asters displaced 250 m
in the past 10 years

limate-related disasters forcibly displaced 250 million
C people globally over the past decade, the equivalent

of 70,000 people every day, according to a report by
the United Nations (UN) Refugee agency, the UN High Com-
missioner for Refugees (HCR).

Floods, storms, drought and extreme heat are among the weather
conditions driving conflict and displacement, alongside slow-onset
disasters such as desertification, rising sea levels and ecosystem
destruction, which are threatening food and water security.

In mid-this year, 117 million people were displaced by war, vio-
lence and persecution — a dire human rights crisis that the climate
emergency is rapidly intensifying.

The UNHCR said that the climate crisis was a ‘risk multiplier’ that
exposed and compounded existing inequalities and injustices, in-
cluding the impact of conflict, violence and forced displacement
within and across borders.

The number of countries reporting both conflict and disaster-re-
lated displacement has tripled since 2009, according to No Escape
Il: The Way Forward, the UNHCR’s second big report on the im-
pacts of climate refugees released yesterday (10). Yet, fragile and
conflict-affected countries hosting refugees receive only a quarter
of the climate finance that they need.

Refugees and displaced people, often living in precarious physical
and political conditions, are among the hardest hit by the climate
crisis despite contributing little to its causes.

Last year (in 2024), a third of all emergencies declared by the
UNHCR involved floods, drought, wildfires and other extreme
weather events affecting people displaced by war.

Three-quarters of refugees and other displaced people now live in
countries facing high or extreme exposure to climate-related haz-
ards, with repeated displacement becoming increasingly common.

Almost half the world’s displaced people are facing conflict and
climate impacts in politically fragile states. These countries con-
tribute negligibly to global greenhouse gas emissions yet have lim-
ited access to climate finance and the solutions needed to adapt.

Without radical action to curtail the climate catastrophe and help
poor countries adapt, the situation is likely to get much worse,
the report warns.

By 2050, the hottest refugee camps could face nearly 200 days of
dangerous heat stress per year, with serious risks to health and
survival, with many locations becoming uninhabitable.

The UN HCR, Filippo Grandi said: “Funding cuts are severely limit-
ing our ability to protect refugees and displaced families from the
effects of extreme weather. If we want stability, we must invest
where people are most at risk. To prevent further displacement,
climate financing needs to reach the communities already living
on the edge.”
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Saudi Crown Prince
Increases Planned
US Investments to $1
Trillion

audi Arabia will invest up to $1 trillion in the United
S States, Prince Mohammed bin Salman, Saudi Crown

Prince and Prime Minister, told US President Donald
Trump during their meeting at the White House.

"I believe, Mr. President, in today and tomorrow, we can announce
that we are going to increase that $600 billion to almost $1 trillion
for investment, real investment, and real opportunity," he said as
he appeared with Trump in front of reporters at the Oval Office.
According to Asharqg Al-Awsat.

"Now, you're saying to me now that the $600 billion will be $1
trillion?" Trump said, to which Crown Prince Mohammed replied:
"Definitely."

The Kingdom was not “creating fake opportunities to please Ameri-
ca or please Trump,” he added. Saudi Arabia has a high demand for
computing power and desires US chips.

Trump revealed that he is working to approve the sale of advanced
US Al chips to Saudi Arabia.

Trump warmly received Crown Prince Mohammed when he arrived
at the White House for a pomp-filled arrival that included a military
flyover and a thundering greeting from the US Marine band.

The Saudi Crown Prince paid an official visit to the United States on
the instructions of the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques, King
Salman bin Abdulaziz.

Speaking to the press at the Oval Office, Trump revealed that the
US has reached a defense deal with Saudi Arabia.

On the Abraham Accords, Crown Prince Mohammed said he wants
Saudi Arabia to be part of the Accords and establish ties with Israel,
but must be sure of “a clear path to a two-state solution” before
that. He said that he discussed the issue with Trump.

Saudi Arabia wants the Palestinians and Israelis “to coexist peace-
fully” in the region, he stressed.

The Kingdom has maintained that a clear path toward Palestinian
statehood must first be established before normalizing relations
with Israel can be considered. The Israelis, meanwhile, remain
steadfastly opposed to the creation of a Palestinian state.

Ahead of visit, Trump announced on that he will sell F-35 fighter
jets to Saudi Arabia.

“They have been a great ally,” Trump said of Saudi Arabia.

The sale of the fighter jets is one of several major deals between the
two countries expected to be announced during the visit.
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Trump says Saudi F-35s will be 'top of the line' despite Israeli objections

the line" F-35 stealth fighter jets,

US President Donald Trump said,
apparently bucking Israeli concerns
that the sale could erode Tel Aviv's re-
gional military edge.

S audi Arabia will purchase "top of

ally. Israel's been
a great ally, and

we're looking at that
exactly right now. But
as far as I'm concerned,

Trump said the jets he plans to sell to
Riyadh will be "pretty similar" to the

models sold to Israel, saying both na- | think they

tions are "great" US allies. According are both at a

to Anadolu. level where
they should

"I know they'd like you to get planes
of reduced caliber. | don't think that
makes you too happy," Trump told
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman

get top of the
line," he added.

as he hosted Saudi Arabia's de facto
leader at the White House.

"They've been a great

The Zionist Organi-

interests."

zation of America on sharply
criticized Trump's plan to sell
the fifth-generation stealth
jets to Riyadh, saying it
"would substantially

sensitive American
technology within reach of
regimes that are hostile to US

impair Israel's
qualitative
military
edge and
would put
extremely

known as 22 US Code § 2776(h), which
obligates Washington to maintain Isra-
el’s ability to confront regional threats
with minimal losses.

According to ZOA, approving Sau-

di Arabia’s request for 48 F-35s,
reportedly exceeding Israel's current
fleet, would directly contradict this
requirement.

Successive US administrations have
considered selling advanced weapons
to Gulf states, but Washington has tra-

ditionally restricted such transfers to

The group cited a section of US law

ensure Israel retains a decisive military
advantage.
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Yedioth: America
plans to build a mas-
sive military base
near Gaza

sraeli newspaper Yedioth Ahronoth revealed that
I the United States plans to establish a massive mili-

tary base worth $500 million near the Gaza border
to support the ceasefire that came into effect on Oc-
tober 10th.

The newspaper quoted Israeli officials as saying that the
base could accommodate thousands of soldiers, noting
that the construction of this base reflects greater U.S. in-
volvement in Gaza and, more generally, in the Israeli-Pal-
estinian conflict.

Israeli sources stated that this military facility could be
used by an "international stabilization force" that is ex-
pected to be formed by a decision from the United Nations
Security Council and deployed in Gaza.

According to the same sources, U.S. officials discussed the
plan with the Israeli government and military in recent
weeks.

Yedioth Ahronoth reported
that U.S. military presence
remains limited so far,
explaining that this
base—if built—
would be the first
large-scale U.S.
military facility in
Israel and would
express an
increased com-
mitment from
Washington to
establish stability
following the recent
war on Gaza.

It added that 200 U.S. soldiers

have been deployed at the U.S.-led

Civil-Military Coordination Center in Kiryat Gat, Israel, fol-

lowing the implementation of the ceasefire agreement in
Gaza.

According to the newspaper, the establishment of the U.S.
military base would represent a significant escalation of
U.S. activity in Israel, coming amid steps that have already
reduced Israel's operational independence in Gaza, par-
ticularly regarding the coordination of humanitarian aid
deliveries.

In this context, it noted statements from Israeli officials
that the operations coordination center is expected to take
"full control over the distribution of humanitarian aid" in
Gaza, which marginalizes the role of the other coordination
center affiliated with the Israeli government.

The Israeli newspaper stated that the establishment of a
costly U.S. military base would spark a political debate in
the United States, as many Republicans oppose expanding
U.S. military presence abroad, especially amid the federal
budget crisis.
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Russia reiter-
ates it has no
intention to

attack NATO

ussian Foreign Ministry
R spokeswoman Maria Zakharo-

va stated that Moscow has
no intention of attacking NATO but
warned any attack by the alliance
would be met with a full-force re-
sponse "using all means available."
According to Anadolu.

In response to a German general's
remarks about NATO's readiness for
war with Russia, Zakharova told a
press briefing in Moscow that such
statements from NATO officials come
daily and dismissed them as "a coor-
dinated campaign to psychologically
prepare their populations for conflict,
using Russia as a scapegoat for inter-
nal problems."

"If such a mad idea—attacking our
country—does arise among NATO
strategists, they should have no
doubts whatsoever that we will re-
spond using every means available to
us. The Russian leadership regularly
makes clear this stance," she warned.

She then added: "For our part, al-
though we are tired of repeating
ourselves, we'll continue doing so:
we do not plan to attack NATO mem-
ber states. However, we are already
implementing necessary measures
to ensure security amid the alliance's
buildup near our borders."

Russia is prepared for any scenar-
io while always prioritizing peace,
friendship, and equal cooperation,
she stressed.
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Scientists Discover Brain
Cell That Can Prevent
Schizophrenia

team of researchers has identified a rare brain cell that plays
A a critical role in preventing schizophrenia-related symptoms.

The discovery could mark a step toward targeted therapies
that may help prevent schizophrenia by correcting disruptions in
brain development before symptoms emerge.

The findings come from scientists at the University of Copenhagen,
who focused on a genetic mutation known as 15q13.3 microdeletion
syndrome. This mutation is linked to several neurodevelopmental
disorders in humans, including schizophrenia, epilepsy and autism.
According to greekreporter.

In mice with this mutation, researchers observed unusually high activi-
ty in a specific type of brain cell. When they reduced the cell’s activity,
the animals began showing normalized behavior and sleep patterns.
Assistant Professor Navneet A. Vasistha, one of the study’s lead au-
thors, said that using a technique called chemogenetics, the team was
able to restore normal sleep in the mice by lowering the activity of
the affected cells.

He explained that this brain cell could become a future target for treat-
ment. The long-term goal is to develop highly specific therapies that
reduce cognitive symptoms without affecting the rest of the brain,
minimizing side effects.

New focus on treating cognitive symptoms

Cognitive challenges like memory problems, poor concentration and
difficulty with daily tasks are common in schizophrenia but are often
overshadowed by more visible symptoms such as hallucinations and
delusions.

Current treatments do little to address these cognitive impairments.
According to Professor Konstantin Khodosevich, who co-led the study,
these symptoms likely result from brain development disruptions that
begin before birth.

The research, published in the journal Neuron, suggests the brain can
compensate for early developmental issues for many years. Katarina
Dragicevic, one of the study’s first authors, said that symptoms may
appear later because significant brain changes don’t occur until ad-
olescence.

She tracked brain development from the fetal stage to adulthood and
found that the most dramatic changes take place during the transition
from childhood to adolescence. Before this stage, the brain shows
only minor molecular changes, possibly explaining the delayed onset
of symptoms.

Early brain cell changes offer hope to prevent Schizophrenia
Dragicevic said the period before adolescence could present a win-
dow for early intervention. She noted that the brain remains relatively
stable until a specific point, after which its ability to compensate for
earlier damage is lost.

To monitor brain function, researchers studied sleep patterns in mice,
since sleep disruptions are common in psychiatric disorders.

They found that the rare brain cell, although small in number, plays a
key role in regulating sleep and may influence other psychiatric symp-
toms.

While human trials remain a distant goal, researchers believe the dis-
covery opens the door to more precise treatment approaches.
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5 Must-Have Travel Ac-
cessories for Men: Caps,
Sunglasses & More

ravel is as much about style as it is about convenience.
T A man on the move doesn’t just need clothes that keep

him comfortable — he also needs the right accessories
that make every journey smoother, smarter, and more stylish.
Whether you’re boarding a quick business flight, exploring a
new city, or heading out for a weekend getaway, the right gear
makes all the difference.

For those looking for the best travel accessories for men, here’s
a curated list that blends function with fashion. According to
chokore.

1. Perfumes — Freshness That Travels with You

Long hours on trains, flights, or road trips can leave anyone feeling
less than fresh. That’s where a good perfume comes in. A signature
fragrance not only helps you feel confident but also keeps you
refreshed when you’re constantly on the go.

When choosing travel accessories for men in India, always pack
a perfume that’s versatile — something light and clean for the
day, yet strong enough for evenings out. Compact bottles and
travel-sized sprays make it easy to slip into your backpack without
taking up space.

2. Belts — The Quiet Essential

It may not be the first thing you think of while packing, but a solid
belt is a lifesaver when traveling. From formal dinners to casual
sightseeing, a well-made belt ensures your outfits stay neat and
presentable.

If you want maximum value, go for a reversible belt. That way,
you’ve got two styles in one — perfect for both business meetings
and laid-back travel looks. It’s one of those understated yet best
travel accessories for men you’ll always be glad you packed.

3. Caps & Hats — Style Meets Protection

Travel often means spending hours outdoors. Whether you’re
wandering through a sunny city, trekking a trail, or lounging on a
beach, a hat or cap is non-negotiable. It shields you from the sun
and doubles as a fashion accessory that pulls your outfit together.
From sporty caps to classic ivy hats, the right headwear adapts
to your destination. It’s one of the smartest travel accessories for
men 2025, because it’s practical and stylish in equal measure.

4. Sunglasses — Confidence in Every Frame

A good pair of sunglasses is more than just UV protection. It in-
stantly sharpens your look, making even a simple T-shirt and jeans
outfit appear travel-ready. Aviators, wayfarers, or modern square
frames — each brings its own personality.

The best part? Sunglasses barely take up any room in your luggage
yet remain one of the most impactful travel accessories for men.
Always carry a sturdy case to protect them while on the move.
5. Travel Backpack — Your Reliable Companion

No trip is complete without the right backpack. It’s where practi-
cality meets style. A good backpack should hold your essentials,
keep them organized, and still look sleek enough for both airports
and city streets.

Look for features like multiple compartments, padded laptop
sleeves, and water-resistant materials. A stylish yet sturdy back-
pack is one of the most versatile travel accessories for men in
India, especially if you’re constantly juggling work and leisure trips.
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galatasweetsusa.com

A
grocery - produce nuts - coffee
dgad - dilaw - aslga - Jlkd

Many Varities Of Hookahs
Tobacco - harcoal

e

" Tel: 313.565.6655
Fax: 313565.1120

27275 Ford Rd.
Dearborn Hgts, Ml 48127
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Tourism
Discover the

of the Sea, Nature,

and History

o

ing travel experiences, offering a unique blend of

natural beauty, ancient history, and rich cultural
heritage. This Mediterranean coastal city is not only a
vital commercial hub but also a dream destination for
travelers seeking relaxation, exploration, and a deep
connection with the land's stories and spirit.

T ourism in Latakia is one of Syria’s most captivat-

Latakia: Where the Mountains Meet the Mediterranean
Nestled in northwest Syria, Latakia lies at the intersection
of stunning natural landscapes and vibrant urban life. With
the glistening waters of the Mediterranean on one side and
lush green mountains on the other, the city offers breath-
taking scenery that mesmerizes visitors from the moment
they arrive. The moderate climate throughout most of the
year makes Latakia a perfect destination, not just in sum-
mer but also during spring and early autumn. Whether
you're lounging by the beach or hiking through forested
hills, Latakia wraps you in a climate of comfort and serenity.

Why Tourism in Latakia is Gaining Momentum

Tourism in Latakia plays a vital role in the city’s economic
and social development. The sector supports thousands
of jobs, boosts local commerce, and fosters investment
in hospitality and infrastructure. With Syria gradually
recovering stability, Latakia is once again emerging as a
major destination for both local and international travel-
ers. What truly sets this city apart is the balance it strikes
between heritage and modernity. Visitors can explore an
ancient crusader castle by day and enjoy fresh seafood at
a stylish beachside restaurant by night, two contrasting
yet seamlessly woven experiences that reflect Latakia’s
unique identity.

Breathtaking Beaches Along the Syrian Coast

Latakia’s pristine coastline is at the heart of its tourism ap-
peal. Golden sands stretch along the sea, framed by clean,
crystal-clear waters perfect for swimming, snorkeling, and
water sports. The lively seaside corniche is a magnet for lo-
cals and tourists alike, bustling with cafes, restaurants, and
scenic walking paths. Ras al-Basit, to the north of the city,
offers a quieter, more intimate beach experience. It is a
natural paradise where waves meet untouched sand, mak-
ing it an ideal getaway for those seeking peace and natural

beauty. Several beachfront resorts and campgrounds pro-
vide accommodation with direct access to the sea.

Mountain Escapes and Forest Retreats

If Latakia’s beaches offer a lively and energetic experience,
its nearby mountains provide the peaceful counterpart.
Regions like Kasab, Slanfah, and Bloutos are havens of
greenery and tranquility, especially during the summer
months when their cool, refreshing air draws visitors from
across the country. Kasab, located near the Turkish border,
is a gem of ecotourism, surrounded by dense forests and
fruit orchards. Traditional stone houses and cozy family-run
restaurants offer visitors a chance to relax and indulge in

authentic rural charm. Slanfah, another beloved mountain
retreat, offers walking trails through pine forests, scenic
viewpoints, and a calm atmosphere that’s perfect for med-
itation, yoga, or simply escaping the digital world.

Historical Wonders and Timeless Fortresses
No tour of Latakia is complete without a visit to its iconic
historical sites. Chief among them is Salah al-Din Castle, an

architectural marvel carved into stone and perched atop
a steep ridge. This UNESCO World Heritage site is a must-
see for history enthusiasts, offering a glimpse into the re-
gion’s medieval past. Walking through the castle’s ancient
corridors, towers, and secret chambers feels like stepping
back in time. The panoramic views from its walls reveal
the beauty of the surrounding countryside and reinforce
Latakia’s role as a crossroads of cultures and civilizations.

Authentic Markets and Cultural Encounters

Inside the city, vibrant traditional markets are alive with
color, sound, and aroma. The gold market, the spice souks,
and textile bazaars offer not only a rich shopping expe-
rience but also a deep dive into Syrian artisan culture.
Handmade copperware, embroidered fabrics, and locally
produced olive oil are among the treasures waiting to be
discovered. These markets are more than just commercial
centers; they’re cultural landmarks where every shop tells
a story and every alley echoes with history.

A Culinary Journey by the Sea

Latakia’s cuisine is a feast for the senses. Thanks to its
coastal location, fresh seafood is a staple. Grilled fish,
shrimp, calamari, and seafood platters are served in charm-
ing seaside restaurants, often prepared with unique local
flavors that reflect the city's Mediterranean soul. Tradition-
al Syrian dishes like kibbeh, vine leaves, and grilled meats
are widely available in the city’s bustling neighborhoods.
And no visit would be complete without savoring local des-
serts like mushabbak or loukoum, often sold fresh by street
vendors or in heritage-style cafes.

Tourism Infrastructure and Visitor Services

Despite the challenges Syria has faced, Latakia has retained
a respectable level of tourism infrastructure. The city is
home to a range of accommodations from budget hotels
to luxury resorts, as well as a wide selection of restaurants,
cafes, and entertainment venues. Transportation within
the city and to nearby attractions is made easy through tax-
is, rental services, and organized tours. Whether planning
a day trip to the mountains or a cultural tour of ancient
ruins, visitors will find support and guidance through local
agencies and tour operators.
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Sheikh Zayed Festival unites
cultures in celebration of
heritage and humanity

rom November 2025 to March 2026, Al Wathba will
F once again transform into a dazzling crossroads of cul-

tures as the Sheikh Zayed Festival returns under the
theme “Hayyakum” (Welcome). This year’s festival unveils
a renewed vision and identity that celebrates community,
creativity and coexistence, reaffirming the festival’s stand-
ing as one of the UAE’s most anticipated cultural gatherings.

The Sheikh Zayed Festival is among the UAE’s most prominent cultur-
al and heritage events. It highlights the Emirati community’s social
and human values and reflects the nation’s message of tolerance
and coexistence, embodying the cultural diversity of a society that
brings together more than 200 nationalities from around the world.
According to thearabweekly.
The Higher Organising Committee announced that this year’s festi-
val will feature more than 4,000 cultural events and 750 large-scale
public shows, with over 20,000 participants from within the UAE and
abroad. Twenty-two countries will take part through national pavil-
ions showcasing cultural and heritage exhibitions that reflect their
civilisations and promote intercultural dialogue.
The 2025-2026 festival will include na-
tional and heritage events such as the
Union Parade, celebrating the unity
and solidarity of the Emirati peo-
ple and the values established by
the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan
Al Nahyan. The festival will also
host the 54th UAE Union Day
celebrations, featuring national,
artistic and traditional perfor-
mances, roaming shows, raffles
and prizes, along with fireworks,
laser and drone displays and musi-
cal concerts.
The Heritage Village remains one of the
festival’s key attractions, offering visitors the
chance to explore traditional Emirati life through heritage pavilions,
markets and live folk performances that express the nation’s values
and authentic culture.
The festival will include traditional and sporting competitions such as
Dhow Sailing Races, Falconry Competitions, the Zayed Grand Camel
Race and the Emirati Traditional Cuisine Contest, in addition to the
Ramadan Sports Tournament held in collaboration with the Abu Dha-
bi Sports Council. These activities reinforce the festival’s status as a
leading community and sports platform.
The Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed Agricultural Excellence Award will
participate with a dedicated pavilion highlighting its efforts in sup-
porting the agricultural sector, promoting sustainability and encour-
aging innovation in agricultural and livestock production. The pavilion
will feature winning projects from different award categories, along-
side exhibits of innovative farming practices and community-based
food security initiatives. Winners of the new award cycle will also be
honoured during the festival in recognition of their contributions to
advancing the UAE’s agricultural sector and promoting sustainable
practices.
The 2025-2026 edition introduces new and expanded entertainment
areas, including Al Wathba Boulevard, home to a variety of local and
international restaurants and cafés that create a comfortable setting
for families and individuals. The dining zones will feature a wide range
of global cuisines, including Middle Eastern, Asian, European and
Indian dishes, as well as healthy and plant-based options to suit all
preferences.
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China’s 4,000-Year-Old
Tombs Reveal How
People Lived and Died

more than 4,000 years to the Xia Dynasty, are helping
researchers understand how people lived and died
throughout the country’s long history.

A ncient tombs scattered across China, some dating back

A new study published in PLOS One shows that these burial sites
reflect shifting social, economic and political landscapes from
early dynasties to modern times. According to Greek reporter.
The research, led by Quanbao Ma of the Beijing University of Civil
Engineering and Architecture, involved a detailed digital analysis
of the spatial and historical distribution of tombs across China.
By mapping where these tombs are located, the team uncovered
patterns that reveal how geography, population movement and
political stability influenced burial practices.

Tombs reflect stability and migration trends

According to the findings, a large number of surviving tombs
come from periods marked by strong central governments and
stable conditions, including the Qin-Han and Yuan-Ming-Qing
dynasties.

Grecian Delight supports Greece

In contrast, fewer tombs remain from times of conflict, such as
the Five Dynasties era. Researchers believe people were more
likely to invest in burial rituals when their living standards were
higher and resources were more readily available.

The study also found that war and migration had a significant
impact on tomb locations. During the late Eastern Han through
the Northern and Southern dynasties, northern China saw fre-
quent warfare.

This unrest drove populations southward, and many tombs from
that period are now concentrated in southern regions.
Geographic features and climate helped shape burial site dis-
tribution

Two regions in particular, Chengdu-Chongging and the Central
Plains, show higher concentrations of ancient tombs. The re-
search team attributed this to favorable environmental condi-
tions.

Chengdu-Chongging is known for its fertile soil and relatively flat
terrain, while the Central Plains offer a similar landscape along
with abundant water sources. These features likely supported
dense settlements, and the humid climate in both areas may
have helped preserve artifacts inside the tombs.

Ma and his colleagues stressed the importance of these burial
sites as a key source of cultural heritage. They said the study
provides a strong scientific basis for improving how such sites are
preserved, and may guide future protection efforts.

In summarizing their work, the authors explained that their digital
survey uncovered long-term patterns in how tombs developed
and where they were built. This, they said, lays the groundwork
for a more precise and evidence-based preservation system.
China’s 4,000-year-old tombs reveal how people lived and died,
not just through the remains they left behind, but through the
decisions made about where and how they were buried.
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10 Everyday Foods That
Could Be Harming Your Child

ave you ever wondered if the foods your child eats daily
H are truly healthy? According to paediatricians, some

common choices might be doing more harm than good.
A balanced, nutrient-rich diet is crucial for children’s growth,
development, and overall well-being. It helps maintain a
healthy weight, supports cognitive function, and prevents
long-term health issues.

Let’s take a look at 10 common foods that might be harming your
child’s health and what you can do about it. According to kauvery.
1. Sugary Snacks and Beverages
Candies, sodas, baked goods, fruit juices, and sports drinks are high in
sugar and provide little to no nutritional value. These empty-calorie
foods contribute to weight gain, fatty liver, heart disease, and type 2
diabetes. Excess sugar also leads to mood swings, hyperactivity, atten-
tion disorders, and poor academic performance.
Better Alternative: Replace sodas and fruit juices with fresh fruit, water,
or homemade smoothies with no added sugar.
2. Processed and Packaged Foods
Fast foods like pizza, burgers, and fries are convenient but lack es-
sential nutrients and fibre. They are high in calories, unhealthy fats,
and sodium, increasing the risk of obesity, high blood pressure, and
diabetes. Frequent consumption can also contribute to hyperactivity
and mood disorders.
Better Alternative: Prepare homemade versions of fast food using
whole ingredients and add fibre-rich vegetables.
3. Artificial Sweeteners
Many children consume artificially
sweetened foods and drinks,
often marketed as “diet” or
“zero sugar.” According
to paediatricians, these
products alter taste pref-
erences, increase sugar
\ cravings, and disrupt gut
»y, health, leading to diges-
tive issues. Long-term
use is linked to obesity
and metabolic disorders.
Better Alternative: Opt
for natural sweeteners like
honey or dates in moderation
and encourage fresh, whole
fruits for sweetness.
4. Preserved Meats
Processed meats such as sausages, hot dogs, and
ham contain nitrates and other preservatives that can increase the risk
of cancer, high blood pressure, and digestive issues. Grilling or frying
these meats can produce harmful compounds.
Better Alternative: Choose lean, fresh meats or plant-based protein
sources like beans and lentils.
5. Refined Cereals
White bread, pasta, rice, and processed breakfast cereals are stripped
of fibre and essential nutrients. They cause blood sugar spikes, increas-
ing the risk of insulin resistance and type 2 diabetes.
Better Alternative: Switch to whole grains like brown rice, whole wheat
bread, and oats.
6. High-Mercury Fish
While fish is a healthy protein source, some varieties (shark, sword-
fish, bigeye tuna) contain high mercury levels, which can impair brain
function and heart health in children.
Better Alternative: Choose low-mercury fish like salmon, sardines, and
trout.
7. Dairy Products with High Fat Content
Full-fat milk, cheese, and cream contain high levels of saturated fats
and sodium, contributing to weight gain, cholesterol issues, and in-
creased heart disease risk.
Better Alternative: Opt for low-fat dairy options or plant-based alter-
natives like almond or oat milk.
8. Flavoured Yogurt
Although yogurt is marketed as healthy, flavoured varieties are loaded
with sugar and artificial ingredients, which can lead to obesity, tooth
decay, and gut issues.
To read this go to:
https://www.kauveryhospital.com/
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Crucial skills employ-
ers look for in women
in the workplace

n the dynamic landscape of today's job market, women bring a
I wealth of skills that extend far beyond qualifications and experi-

ence. Each skill is a thread, weaving a unique tapestry of success.
Employers seek candidates who not only meet the criteria but also
bring a unique blend of skills to the table. Here are the top 10 skills
that can set women apart in their professional journey: According to
womenfirstjobs.

1. Leadership Skills

Employers value candidates who can take charge, motivate others,
and drive the success of a team or organization. Demonstrating strong
leadership skills, such as effective communication, decision-making,
and problem-solving, can enhance a female candidate's employability.
2. Communication Skills

Effective communication is a crucial skill in any role or industry. Female
candidates who can clearly articulate ideas, actively listen, and adapt
their communication style based on the audience are highly sought
after by employers.

3. Problem-Solving Skills

Being able to analyze complex situations, identify issues, and devel-
op innovative solutions is highly valued in the job market. Employers
appreciate female candidates who can demonstrate critical thinking
and problem-solving skills to overcome challenges and achieve orga-
nizational goals.

4. Technical Skills

In today's digital age, having technical proficiency in various tools and
software is becoming increasingly essential. Female candidates who
possess technical skills relevant to their industry, such as coding, data
analysis, or graphic design, can provide a competitive edge in the hiring
process.

5. Adaptability

In a rapidly changing work environment, employers value individuals
who can quickly adapt to new situations and embrace change. Female
candidates who demonstrate flexibility, resilience, and an eagerness to
continuously learn and grow are highly sought after.

6. Teamwork

Collaboration and the ability to work effectively in a team are essential
skills for success in most organizations. Employers look for female candi-
dates who can build strong relationships, contribute to a positive team
dynamic, and achieve collective goals through collaboration.

7. Time Management

The ability to prioritize tasks, meet deadlines, and efficiently manage
one's time is highly valued by employers. Female candidates who can
demonstrate effective time management skills are seen as reliable, or-
ganized, and capable of handling multiple responsibilities.

8. Emotional Intelligence

Emotional intelligence, including self-awareness, empathy, and the abil-
ity to navigate interpersonal relationships, is increasingly recognized
as a vital skill in the workplace. Female candidates who possess high
emotional intelligence can contribute to a positive work environment
and handle conflicts constructively.

9. Creativity

Employers appreciate candidates who can think outside the box and
bring innovative ideas to the table. Female candidates who demonstrate
creativity, originality, and the ability to problem-solve in unconventional
ways are highly valued in today's competitive job market.
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Top Tips for Wooden
Furniture Care

ood is an amazing material — durable, forever stylish, prac-
tical, and beautiful. It is one of nature’s wonders. When
cared for properly, wood can last for generations to come.

To help you keep your wooden furniture as good-looking as the day you bought
it, we have compiled some top tips to keep wooden furniture in perfect condi-
tion. According to Kingsbury Furniture.

Wooden Furniture Care Advice

1. Protect the surface

This one may sound obvious, but it's surprising just how often this one simple
tip is forgotten or ignored. Hot plates and mugs will easily cause ring marks and
heat damage if placed directly onto many wooden surfaces.

Protect wooden dining tables, sideboards, and other wooden furniture with
placemats and coasters.

2. Consider where you place wooden furniture

Placing wooden furniture where it is exposed to direct sunlight or temperature/
humidity extremes can fade wood and greatly reduce its lifespan. Try to position
your wooden furnishings away from uncovered windows, vents, and fireplaces.
3. Clean and dust regularly

Spills and blemishes should be cleaned as soon as possible. However, to main-
tain your furniture at its best, it should be routinely cleaned and polished. Dust
particles, if left to gather and ultimately can scratch the surface and diminish its
shine. Similarly, soiled areas can permanently mark surfaces.

Always check the manufacturer’s instructions as to what types of cleaners are
safe to use, and to be completely safe, try it out in an inconspicuous area first.
4. Don'’t forget to polish!

Most household wood polishes are formulated to add a protective layer to your
wooden furniture as well as bring its shine to life!

However, equally important is making sure that when you are polishing wood,
it is buffed properly. The residue of wood polish can build up and become sticky
if it isn't buffed properly. Over time this can cause the wood to look dull and
lifeless. It also attracts more dust to exacerbate the problem.

5. Re-oil or re-wax as required

Depending on the finish of your wood furniture like for example wooden beds,
it may be necessary to re-oil or wax the furniture. If your furniture looks to have
“dry patches” on its finish, then applying the appropriate wax or oil can make
it looking like new.

Once again, it is important to follow and care for instructions issued by the
manufacturer before undertaking any treatment.

6. Looking fresh and smelling fresh

Wood is a naturally breathable material. This porousness means it can tend to
absorb odours over time. This is particularly relevant when the furniture has
been stored for long periods.

However, a simple remedy is to place a bow! of activated charcoal inside draw-
ers or cupboards as required. This absorbs those nasty odours and leaves your
furniture as fresh as the day you bought it.

For more stubborn smells, a liberal sprinkling of baking soda can be left to sit
for a day or two.

7. Tips for cleaning stubborn stains and blemishes

With all the will in the world, inevitably, stains and marks will happen. Here are
just a few tips to help you deal with common household stains.

Water Damage - Black spots caused by water damage can be treated with a
cloth dampened with a little vinegar. Don’t over rub it; it is best treated little
but often until the blemish fades.

White rings caused by wet glasses — I'm sure we've all seen these. White rings
can be treated with a 50/50 paste of baking soda and toothpaste.

Crayons — Those of us with young children will know all about crayon marks!
Luckily, on wooden furniture, crayon marks can be easily treated with mayon-
naise of all things. Apply liberally to the crayon marks and leave for a few minutes
before thoroughly wiping off.
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Genius Styling
Tricks from a
Personal Stylist
to Look More
Elegant

hether you would like to look more elegant
or want to feel more polished in your ev-
eryday life, these eight genius styling tricks

will show you how you can easily elevate your look
and achieve that elegant vibe you’re going for.

How to Look More Elegant

Elegance is often perceived as an innate quality, a natural
grace that some people just seem to possess. However,
the truth is that elegance can be cultivated and enhanced
with the right styling tricks. As a wardrobe consultant, |
often recommend them to my clients and teach them
how to use these styling tricks in their everyday life.

Whether you're getting ready for a big event or just want
to look more put together and polished in your every-
day life, these 8 brilliant styling tricks are here to help.
They’ll show you how you can easily elevate your look
and achieve that elegant vibe you’re going for. According
to stylefixstudio.

8 Expert Styling Tricks to Instantly Look More Elegant

1. Define Your Waist with a Leather Belt
A well-defined waist is a hallmark of elegance, and
a leather belt is a versatile accessory that can
help you achieve this look. Whether you're
wearing a dress, a blouse, or a high-waisted
skirt, adding a leather belt can instantly
create a more structured and flattering
silhouette. Opt for a belt in a neutral
color like black, brown, or tan to ensure

it complements a variety of outfits. For an
added touch of sophistication, choose a
belt with a subtle buckle design.

2. Roll Up Sleeves for a Pol-
ished Look

One of the simplest yet most
effective ways to add a touch
of elegance to your outfit is
by rolling up your sleeves.

It’s more than just looking chill
and easygoing. It’s a subtle cue
that you’ve put thought into
your outfit and that you’re confi-
dent in your fashion choices. You
know, it’s really the little things
that make all the difference.

= B
- &

To achieve the perfect roll, unbutton the cuff, fold it back
once or twice, and adjust the length to your preference.

3. Mix Formal and Casual Pieces for a Balanced Look
An entirely formal outfit can

sometimes appear rigid and un-

approachable. The trick to great r’
style often comes down to this:
Don’t be afraid to pair your dress-
ier items with your more relaxed
ones. This creates a really inter-
esting balance. For example, pair
a tailored blazer with a pair of
well-fitted jeans, or wear a silk
shirt with casual pants. This isn’t
just a great outfit; it’s clear you’ve
got an amazing knack for mixing
and matching different styles to
create something truly special.
When each piece works together,
the whole look just clicks.

4. Combine Warm and Bright
Tones with Neutral Colors
Color coordination is key to
creating an elegant ensem-
ble. One effective strate-
gy is to combine bright
tones with neutral col-
ors. For instance, pair a vibrant red blouse
with a beige skirt or a mustard yellow sweater
with gray trousers. Think of neu-
tral colors as the quiet, steady
friends in a group. They cre-
ate a calm foundation that
lets the brighter colors really
shine and grab attention with-
out making everything feel too
loud or chaotic. It’s this beautiful
give-and-take that makes for a
harmonious and sophisticated
look — nothing screams, every-
thing just works together.

- -

5. Pick Straight and Well-Struc-

tured Pieces
The fit and structure of your cloth-
ing play a significant role in how el-
egant you appear. Opt for straight
and well-structured

pieces that flatter your body shape. If you’re aiming
for that truly sophisticated vibe, | highly recommend
incorporating tailored blazers, straight-leg trousers, or
A-line skirts into your wardrobe. These smart choices
really make an impact. Avoid overly baggy or ill-fitting
garments, as they can detract from
the overall elegance of your outfit.
Investing in well-fitting, high-qual-
ity clothing isn’t just about look-
ing good—it’s about feeling great.
When your clothes fit just right
and are built to stick around, they
don’t just make you look better;
they also give your confidence a
real shot in the arm.

i

6. Prefer Noble Fabrics or Ones
That Look Like It

The choice of fabric can signifi-
cantly impact the overall elegance
of your outfit. Noble fabrics such
as silk, cashmere, and wool are
known for their luxurious feel and
appearance. If these materials are
not within your budget, opt for
fabrics that mimic their look and
feel, such as satin or high-quality
cotton blends.

7. Choose Structured and Ele-
gant Handbags

Accessories are the finishing touch to any outfit, and a
structured handbag can enhance your elegance. Opt for
medium-sized handbags with clean designs and minimal
embellishments. A structured bag isn’t just a pretty face;
it’s your trusty sidekick! It pulls your whole look togeth-
er, making you appear polished and put-together, while
also being super practical for keeping all your must-haves
organized and close at hand. Choose classic colors like
black, navy, or taupe to ensure your handbag comple-
ments a wide range of outfits.

8. Your Shoes: The Often-Underestimated Style State-
ment

It’s easy to focus on your clothes, but don’t forget about
your shoes! The right pair can totally transform your out-
fit and take your whole look to the next level.

Think about it: classic styles like pointed-toe pumps, sleek
ankle boots, or elegant loafers are always a safe bet. And
when it comes to color, stick with versatile neutrals like
black, nude, or navy. They’ll work with almost anything
in your closet.
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6 ways to choose the
right pots and pans
for easy cooking

hoosing the right pots and pans can considerably en-
C hance your cooking experience and make it easier and

more enjoyable. High-quality pots and pans with good
heat distribution allow for more even cooking, prevent hot
spots and ensure that your food cooks consistently, reducing
the risk of burning or undercooking certain areas. This results
in better flavour, more texture, and superior overall cooking
results.

However, buying quality pots and pans can be very costly. Here are
some factors to consider when selecting pots and pans. According
to Home Choice.

1. Material

The material of the cookware affects its heat conductivity, dura-
bility, and maintenance. Some popular options include:

Stainless steel:

Provides excellent durability, even heat distribution and is gener-
ally easy to clean.

Nonstick:

Ideal for low-fat cooking and easy cleanup. However, nonstick pans
may not be suitable for high-heat cooking or metal utensils.

Cast iron:

Excellent heat retention and distribution, perfect for searing and
browning. Requires seasoning and proper maintenance.
Copper:

Offers exceptional heat conductivity, allowing for precise tempera-
ture control. Copper cookware often has a stainless steel or tin
lining to prevent reactions with food.

Size and weight:

Consider the size and weight of the pots and pans based on your
cooking needs and abilities. Heavier cookware may offer better
heat retention but can be challenging to handle.

2. Compatibility

Ensure that your cookware is compatible with the type of stove-
top you have. For example, induction stovetops require magnetic
materials like stainless steel or cast iron.

3. Handles

Look for pots and pans with sturdy, heat-resistant handles that
provide a comfortable grip. Handles that are securely riveted or
welded are preferable for long-lasting durability.

4. Lid Quality

Check the quality of the lids that come with the cookware.
Good-fitting lids help to retain heat and moisture, speeding up
cooking times and reducing the need for added liquid.

5. Maintenance

Consider the ease of cleaning and maintenance. Some materials
require special care, such as handwashing or seasoning, while
others are dishwasher safe.

6. Budget

Determine your budget and look for cookware within that range.
Quality cookware can be an investment, but it doesn’t always have
to be expensive. Consider the long-term value and durability of
the pots and pans you choose.
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9 Stylist-Approved Haircuts
for Diamond Face Women

hoosing the right haircut is certainly the biggest factor in en-
C hancing one’s appearance, especially for the diamond-shaped

face. This shape of face is typically very angular, and thus
would require that the hairstyle work with these features. In this
article, we go into detail about hairstyles for those with a dia-
mond-shaped face, coupled with expert advice on how to give this
type of face a less angular appearance. We will then look at some
hairstyles that will best complement their features and give them
that polished appearance. According to gold supplier.

What Is the Best Haircut for a Diamond Face?

Finding the best haircut for a diamond-shaped face involves balancing
your features and working with their natural symmetry. Since a dia-
mond face comes with a narrow forehead and chin, with wide cheek-
bones, | tend to recommend styles that somewhat soften the angles
while giving either the top or bottom some width. Shoulder-length
haircuts with layers, chin-length bobs, or side-swept bangs work just
fine. What you want to avoid are styles that put even more emphasis
on the cheekbones, as this will emphasize the width in that area.
Look for cuts that balance the face and draw attention to the eyes
and jawline.

9 Stylist-Tested Haircuts for Diamond-Shaped Faces

1. Shoulder-Length Layers

| always recommend shoulder-length layers for diamond face shapes.
The layers work toward softening of the sharpness of the jawline, and
they further gently frame the face toward a balanced view. These lay-
ers bring movement into the picture without fighting with the natural
diamond face structure.

2. Chin-Length Bob

A chin-length bob would be perfect for creating emphasis on the jaw-
line and taking attention away from the cheekbones. The reason | love
recommending it is that it looks very stylish and modern and pairs well
with straight or slightly wavy hair.

3. Side-Swept Bangs

Side-swept bangs are magic for diamond-shaped faces. They soften
the forehead and create an attractive asymmetry. | like to suggest
this look for a youthful vibe but not so youthful that it’s too much.
4. Long Layers with Waves

With long hair, waves with long layers create an excellent balance for
the proportions on a diamond face. This style builds volume at the
ends yet softens the look overall, which is just the right amount of
chic and effortless.

5. Textured Pixie Cut

For clients desiring shorter expressions, a textured pixie cut is my
first recommendation. The texture provides dimension, and the short
length leads just perfectly to the eyes and cheekbones.

6. Deep Side Part

That perfectly changes symmetry and draws attention away from the
widest part of the face, another favourite of mine for diamond faces.
7. Curtain Bangs

Curtain bangs are very versatile and work well for diamond-shaped
faces. They will frame the forehead while blending with the rest of
the hair for an elegant, softer look.

8. Shoulder-Length Blunt Cut

For something bold, a shoulder-length blunt cut is the way to go! If
worn center-parted, it hits right at the cheeks and jawline, giving off
the perfect polish for high fashion.

9. Voluminous Lob

A voluminous lob is one of my very favorites for diamond faces. The
extra volume top or ends really acts to balance out those thinner areas
of the face all while looking stylish and fresh.
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Fake Prizes

informing me that | had

won a prize: a smart-
watch and headphones
from a company | had
previously purchased the
same item from through
their website. However, |
couldn't recall the com-
pany's name since it had
been over six months
since the purchase.

I received a phone call

Furthermore, the caller
didn't provide any docu-
mentation about the com-
pany or the prize, nor did
he explain how | had been
selected or won it. He sim-
ply wanted me to pay 150
dirhams for shipping.

When | asked how | could
be sure this wasn't a scam,
he insisted | would only pay
for shipping the prize from
the company's headquar-
ters in a Gulf country to my
location.

What made me suspicious
was his insistence. The very
next day, the driver suppos-
edly delivering the "fake"
prize arrived and asked
me to pay the amount
first before accepting it. |
refused, however, until |
had personally inspected
the prize and opened the
envelope, which was re-
markably lightweight. The
refusal to inspect the prize
is itself conclusive proof of
its sham, not to mention its
unrealistic weight, which
makes it hard to believe it
contains two items.

| contacted the sender,
who claims to be a com-
pany employee, but he
didn't answer my calls.
Imagine if everyone paid
that amount—how much
would these scammers
profit from our supposed
winnings?
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The methods of deception
are numerous. Sometimes
it's through calls announc-
ing fake prizes, other times
through links for shipping
items purchased online,
followed by the withdraw-
al of large sums of money
from personal accounts.
There are also calls from
hackers who impersonate
friends on WhatsApp and
ask for help. Most of these
are exploitative tactics that
have become increasingly
common recently, and they
succeed because of our
lack of awareness.

We must be vigilant and
warn everyone not to fall
victim to our haste. We
must be cautious in ev-
erything we do and take
precautions to secure our
personal data so we don't
become prey to sophisti-
cated cybercrime or any
other form of deception

YOUR VOICE clign
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and exploitation.

Let us all be vigilant in pro-
tecting our privacy, our
money, and our property,
and let us not be deceived
by fraudulent tactics, no
matter how sophisticated.
Let us distinguish ourselves
through our awareness and
commitment to the safety
and security of ourselves,
our community, and our
nation. Let us be an im-
penetrable barrier against
attacks and fraudulent
methods, whatever their
nature and however inge-
nious their techniques may
be. Let us uncover them
and thwart their plans,
with our awareness and
understanding that nothing
comes to us for free with-
out us unknowingly paying
for it ourselves.
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YouTube to roll
out Al video

generation
model Veo 3 on
Shorts in MENA

ouTube announced that it will
Y begin rolling out Veo 3, Google’s

most advanced Al video genera-
tion model, on YouTube Shorts — free

of charge to selected countries in the
MENA region — over the coming.

The announcement came during You-
Tube’s flagship advertiser event, Brand-
cast, marking the platform’s renewed
push into Al as it seeks to solidify its
regional presence against competitors
TikTok and Meta’s Instagram. According
to Arab News.

“YouTube has been the launchpad for
the creator economy across MENA for
over a decade,” said Tarek Amin, You-
Tube’s regional director for the Middle
East, Turkiye & Africa.

“By combining the authentic trust of
our creators with powerful Al models
like Veo 3, we are offering brands in the
region an unmatched ability to drive
culture and commerce with audiences
they can’t find anywhere else,” he said.

YouTube marked its 20th anniversary
since the upload of the historic video,

“Me at the zoo,” on April 23, 2005, and
has been operating in MENA for more
than a decade.

The platform boasts high penetration
rates — 94 percent in the UAE

and 89 percent in Saudi
Arabia — making
it the dominant
video-sharing
platform in the
region.

Accord-

ing to
YouTube’s
data,

which it
described

as “signif-
icant and
unique,” 61
percent of
Saudi YouTube
Shorts users and
54 percent of UAE
users reported that they
do not use Instagram Reels.

YouTube reiterated its commitment

Happyland

to regional growth, stating that the
introduction of new features reflects its
dedication to creators in MENA.

Among these is Veo 3 on Shorts, which
can create high-definition
videos. Initially, it will be
English-first but plans
exist to expand to
more languages
and creators in
the future.

The Goo-
gle-owned
platform
also plans
to broaden
the reach
of its

auto-dub-
bing feature,
currently avail-

able to about
51,000 Egyptian
creators translating
Egyptian Arabic to English
— an Al-powered translation

tool enabling creators to reach global
audiences.

Additionally, YouTube will launch its
“Creator Partnerships Hub and Open
Call” in 2026 across MENA to help
brands streamline collaborations with
creators and identify the best fit for
their campaigns.

Key consumer trends were also high-
lighted, including a notable shift in
viewer behavior.

A Kantar survey revealed that viewers
in Saudi Arabia and the UAE rank You-
Tube as their top platform for research-
ing, vetting or making decisions about
brands, products or services — outper-
forming Facebook, Instagram, TikTok, X
(Twitter) and Snapchat.

Sixty percent of surveyed Gen Z viewers
in Saudi Arabia and the UAE indicated
that they prefer watching video product
reviews over reading written content or
listening to audio reviews.

“We’re building the future of stream-
ing, commerce and entertainment on
YouTube,” Amin said. “MENA is a global
force in content creation, and we are
just getting started.”
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popular foods that cause
severe heartburn

ter eating indicate gastrointestinal tract

disorders. These unpleasant sensations
worsen if the diet is unbalanced, heavy, and
aggressive for the stomach. Therefore, it's im-
portant to know which foods to avoid, accord-
ing to the Best Life Online website.

B urning and discomfort in the stomach af-

Caffeine
Gastroenterologist Joseph Salhab explains that
if you drink a lot of coffee or tea, it's important
to know that caffeine
increases acidity.

On an empty stomach,
the drink stimulates the
secretion of hydrochlo-
ric acid, which can lead
to irritation of the mu-
cous membrane. This
may cause bile reflux
into an empty stomach,
resulting in heartburn,
nausea, and the devel-
opment of gastritis.

It's better to drink cof-
fee after a substantial
breakfast, and not im-
mediately, but rather
two to three hours later.

Spicy food

Consuming spicy food
can increase the pro-
duction of stomach acid
and promote its back-
flow into the esopha-
gus. Spicy seasonings
such as pepper, chili,
and curry can irritate the mucous membrane
of the esophagus and contribute to heartburn.

Carbonated drinks

These contain carbon dioxide, which can in-
crease pressure in the stomach and contrib-
ute to the reflux of stomach contents into the
esophagus.

Additionally, many carbonated drinks also con-
tain acid, which can irritate the mucous mem-
brane of the esophagus.

Fried or fatty foods

If you suffer from acid reflux, you should min-
imize the consumption of highly processed,
fried, and fatty foods.

Such foods can also slow down the digestion
process and increase the production of stomach
acid, leading to symp-
toms of heartburn.

Alcohol

Finally, alcohol is anoth-
er common trigger of
heartburn as it irritates
the throat, esophagus,
and gastric mucosa and
can increase acidity.

How to relieve heart-
burn

There are several ways
to manage heartburn:
Avoid foods that trig-
ger heartburn. Replace
these foods and drinks
with more beneficial
and easily digestible
options.

Regular small meals
can help reduce pres-
sure in the stomach
and prevent reflux.
Avoid eating before
bedtime. Try to eat 2-3
hours before sleeping
to give your stomach time to digest the food
before rest.

Excess weight can increase pressure in the
stomach and contribute to heartburn. A healthy
lifestyle and regular physical activity can reduce
the risk of heartburn.
Drinking enough water can help dilute stomach
acid and lower acidity
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Mazda's 'Coupe’ Con-
cept Has a Plug-In
Hybrid Rotary Engine

azda Motor Corporation (Mazda) unveiled two vi-
M sion models, the MAZDA VISION X-COUPE and the
MAZDA VISION X-COMPACT (‘X’ pronounced as
‘cross’), both embodying the Company’s theme for this year's

exhibition: “The Joy of Driving Fuels a Sustainable Tomorrow”
for 2035. According to Mazda News Room.

The MAZDA VISION X-COUPE is a crossover coupe that embodies
the further evolution of ‘KODO-Soul of Motion’ design language.
It is powered by a plug-in hybrid system integrating a two-rotor
rotary turbo engine with a motor and battery. With a maximum
output of 510 PS, the vehicle offers a driving range of 160 km in
motor-only mode and up to 800 km when operating in combina-
tion with the engine. Furthermore, by combining carbon-neu-
tral fuel derived from microalgae with Mazda’s proprietary CO2
capture technology, “Mazda Mobile Carbon Capture,” the vehicle
contributes to reducing atmospheric CO2 the more it is driven.
The MAZDA VISION X-COMPACT is a model designed to deepen
the bond between people and cars through the fusion of a hu-
man sensory digital model and empathetic Al. Acting like a close
companion, it is capable of engaging in natural conversation and
suggesting destinations, helping expand the driver’s world. This
represents Mazda'’s vision for the future of smart mobility, where
vehicles and people form an emotional connection, much like a
friend.

Furthermore, the All-New MAZDA CX-5 (European specification)
*2 ,is on display to the general public for the first time ever. Fea-
turing a spacious interior, refined KODO design, and enhanced
Jinba-ittai (oneness between driver and car) driving dynamics,
this model represents the evolution of a best-selling vehicle that
has sold over 4.5 million units*3 across more than 100 countries
and regions. Designed with the new electronic platform “MAZDA
E/E ARCHITECTURE+”, this latest model aims to offer an evolved
driving experience.

Masahiro Moro, Representative Director, President and CEO of
Mazda, stated: “The phrase, ‘The joy of driving fuels a sustainable
tomorrow,” expresses not only Mazda’s fundamental spirit, but
also the core of its future challenges. Under the shared global
mission of achieving carbon neutrality, Mazda believes that the
joy of driving can be a force for positive change for society and
the planet. We remain committed to fulfilling the desire of those
who love cars and wish to continue driving forever.”

Mazda will continue to evolve the ‘Joy of Driving’ based on the
value of ‘Radically Human,” and will aim to deliver the ‘Joy of Liv-
ing’ by creating exciting mobility experiences in our customers'
daily lives.
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Gaza children gradual-
ly return to school after
two years of Israeli bom-
bardment

he UN agency for Palestinian refugees (UNRWA) an-
T nounced that following the start of the ceasefire Gaza,

it was reopening some schools in the territory, with
children gradually returning to classes.

UNRWA chief Philippe Lazzarini said on X that more than 25,000
schoolchlldren had already joined the agency's "temporary learn-
ing spaces", while some 300,000 would follow online classes.
According to AFP.

At Al Hassaina school in western Nuseirat in the central Gaza
Strip on Saturday, classes had just resumed despite the shortage
of available classrooms.

Warda Radwan, an 11-year-old student, said she was looking
forward to returning to her learning routine.

"I'am in sixth grade now, but | lost two years of schooling because
of displacement and the war," she told AFP.

During the two-year Israeli bombardment of Gaza, Al Hassaina,
like many other UNRWA facilities throughout the territory, be-
came a shelter for dozens of displaced families.

Their presence was still visible in the lines of laundry strung across
the building's three floors.

Radwan explained that classes "are restarting classes slowly" as
the school is emptied of the families living there.

Then, she said, she and her classmates "can continue learning
like we did before".

In the school's courtyard on , young girls lined up for the morning
assembly, performing stretching exercises under their teachers'
supervision and chanting: "Long live Palestine!"

As classes began, about 50 girls crammed into a single classroom,
sitting on the floor with no desks or chairs.

They responded enthusiastically to the teacher's questions and
eagerly copied the lesson from the blackboard into their note-
books, happy to be back in school after two years.

Another classroom hosted a similar number of older girls in their
teens. The conditions were identical -- all sitting on the floor with
notebooks resting on their laps.

Jenin Abu Jarad, a relative of one of the students, said she was
thankful to see the children back in classes.

"Since October 7, there hasn't been any school for our children,"
she said.

"During this time, all they could do was fetch water, get food,
or play in the streets. But thankfully, schools began reopening
gradually," she added.
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What Are the Benefits of Bodyweight Exercises? Boost Your Health and Fitness

of bodyweight exercises and why so

many fitness pros swear by them?
Bodyweight training gives you the freedom
to build strength, burn fat, and boost your
overall health anytime, anywhere.

E ver wondered what are the benefits

From push-ups to squats, planks to
lunges, your body becomes the ultimate
gym with no fancy machines needed. In
fact, it’s super effective too! Let’s dive
into why this type of workout is a total
game-changer, and how you can even
swap out heavy weights for simple,
powerful bodyweight moves.

Why Bodyweight Exercises Are So Good
for You

Sometimes the best workouts are the
simplest ones. You don’t need a full
gym, heavy weights, or fancy equipment
to get strong and stay fit. That’s the
beauty of bodyweight exercises: they’re
simple, accessible, and incredibly
effective. Here are other benefits you
can gain from bodyweight exercises.
According to Rockstar Academy.

1. You Can Do Them Anytime, Anywhere
No gym? No problem. Your body is all
you need. You can sneak in a few squats
in your bedroom before breakfast or do

some push-ups while waiting for your
coffee to brew. Hotel room? Kitchen?
Backyard? Yep, they all work!

2. Totally Budget-Friendly

Forget pricey gym memberships or fan-
cy equipment, bodyweight workouts are
as wallet-friendly as it gets. You don’t
need dumbbells, barbells, resistance
bands, or even yoga mats (unless you
want the comfort).

A sturdy pair of sneakers will take you
far, and common household items can
double as “gym gear.” Need to work
your triceps? Try dips using a stable
chair. Want to improve balance? Hold
onto a countertop while practicing
single-leg stands.
You already
own ev-
erything
you need
as your
body is the
main work-
out tool.

3. Not Scary
at All

Gyms can
sometimes
feel crowded,

noisy, and filled with mysterious ma-
chines. With bodyweight training, you
skip all that and exercise in a safe, famil-
iar space: your living room, backyard, or
even your bedroom.

You’re fully in control and no pressure
to “keep up” with anyone. Go slow, take
breaks, and move at a pace that feels
right for you.

4. And Yes, They Really Work
Research backs it up! A 10-week body-
weight workout improved aerobic ca-
pacity by 33%, boosted core

endurance by 11%, and even increased
lower-body power.

5. You Don’t Have to Do a Ton

Even just a few sessions a month can
make a difference, especially as you
get older. One study showed seniors
got 15% stronger just doing lower-body
exercises six times a month.

6. It’s Functional Fitness

Bodyweight moves hit multiple muscle
groups at once which is perfect for
mimicking real-life movements. You're
not just training muscles, but also train-
ing your whole body to move better,
balance more, and feel stronger doing
everyday stuff.

7. You Can Scale It Up or Down

New to push-ups? Do them against a
wall. Want more challenges? Add reps,
slow down the tempo, or try tougher
variations. It’s super flexible, so your
workouts grow with you.

8. It Supports Your Overall Health
Moving more = living better. Bodyweight
exercises help cut the risk of heart dis-
ease, diabetes, obesity, and more. Plus,
they boost your mood, improve your
sleep, and help you de-stress. Good for
the body and the brain.
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Japan's 1st HTV-X cargo
craft arrives at the Inter-
national Space Station

national Space Station for the first time ever (Oct. 28),
delivering thousands of pounds of payloads and supplies
to astronauts aboard.

j apan's new HTV-X cargo spacecraft arrived at the Inter-

The robotic HTV-X was captured by the station's Canadarm2
robotic arm — operated by NASA astronaut Zena Cardman
and Kimiya Yui of the Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency
(JAXA) — today at 11:58 p.m. EDT (1558 GMT), as the station
flew 260 miles (kilometers) over the south Atlantic Ocean.
According to space.

The HTV-X is the successor to Japan's H-1l Transfer Vehicle
(HTV), which flew nine missions — all of them successful —
to the International Space Station (ISS) between September
2009 and May 2020.

Like its predecessor, the HTV-X can carry about 13,200 pounds
(6,000 kilograms) of payload to low Earth orbit. It's hauling
about 9,000 pounds (4,080 kg) of food and supplies on this
mission, which began with a launch atop an H3 rocket on Sat-
urday (Oct. 25).

Upon its rendezvous with the ISS, HTV-X carried out a series
of test maneuvers, including a retreat-from-station procedure
and systems checks ahead of spacecraft capture.

The new freighter is expendable, just like the HTV (which was
also known as Kounotori, Japanese for "White Stork"). But the
HTV-X can stay up for considerably longer stretches.

"HTV-X enhances transportation capabilities and adds the ca-
pability to provide various users with on-orbit demonstration
opportunities for up to 1.5 years after leaving ISS until reentry,"
Mitsubishi Heavy Industries, which builds the HTV-X for JAXA,
wrote in a description of the vehicle.

P
|
F‘\wgl i
" ” “
e R

<
i -

SPACE clho

Arab American Today egdll g\S,g)Ail @ell

laclg LSgS Ug.o.:.w.ﬂ..l clole
uaill Lasuui 6Lall

sl g2 ddlain] o s

Pl 138 § Lo S L] o85S

QJPBQAU}Y .\SL\J‘ M‘
.GJ 251 c aoud! uS,SJl 9B

A cledadl u‘ O (i.‘-).” UL"3

5‘ a_)-wb.a quSJ‘ Mj)muwb.w.:
4.\].{. sl 3‘ &5—" u)l.c .:_9.>3 J.:SL»
il ] Olaslyald

Lol po Oligalale Olydsw lans
sl § opSyLad) as{ o o
Uyl oS lycie BLESS) LiSs 131"
S by gl 3 U1 Le

of Jolg (S5SII 1 o dadarind

oo il Ol gSiadil] Laes

W ke Sl Slys

811 Al agd) GLEISYI 1in o3
CS1gS) iiSe" oS i
Croous ¢ ol,g:JJ CJLA.“ dUa.;J\ é
03a & allse i sl Lo
sl Js> L) Lkl

Jelod e Eiomall 3o 55 aaicly
20 (o 58| (s30 e Gra SLLL
dde 5alle OLsSiudiy ol yo (v Lol
Gadlal) "I 3yl (9SS
5 Gl bl il 855> 3
wlyg £b5T OSeSH il il e

e

LSS Ggmyy eladadl oIS ciladl B
GJ anls Gyay auds allasdl 3 551
Syomg GBS Gocl MWalss (51251 b

GBLESS) e elaladl cro a5 oolel

fpasanil) e ganndl 7 2> LSS

(2 ol Bl e Cimld Ll

ol ke U] (2301 SgSI Ving
20 ¢ro 5T e way "GJ 251 "

et (o uu..a.:gj L 4 MJ}.A L
Ky yhes 155 s MBS B I
ooz 3T L) LSS s

b gt al) 51 Gag!l Lylan
oo gy sl

sl alladl 1 ol ecldd o an¥l
Js> "lmld bl gLl § adiy
Lo g a1 0955 S (403
e ALl il 3 e Wl g
I Ll Lol g - gelanad|

oSl o
Lolsdl 4.19.'»1‘ elasy Loaaadl
£ Jiay dalyall &y o3l
Elod! 35150 (ro Lraswo
Sy (1 &g 20|
(rog cdad e Lgad aSo
ple Jolo eS| as5dl
2028

25840 e g il sl 3 s
LS, el Jass o

.“_).63.!“_.9‘ o y" niﬁ-@—uéf e

9Chang’e-75 Chang’e-6
d.uou.w\.am 341 4] Chang’e-8

&P‘s ).a.ﬁ.“ )‘JA L;‘ UUS)A RS ‘J.u-)j)
v olasiuwy

yoill Il algy Jluyl bhihAj ganll
2030 ple Jglau

ol Ll Wsalll claddl el @ga culel
ole Jstons adll ) ols, Jlussl bl gl
glos 3 ead! o BSedl Oglaidl Ly Juolss
J\.MJ)‘J 6“"5)‘“ wu.a).” gg w‘;LMJ\
Lgsls on.‘ (:La..“ 090 12 Lg R
MLDJ‘ ‘,Lcddlaag

G Tl sy JB go2oll Jo=5

getolmad Bdg¥1 ilend) 5ok
eLaadl &Sy09 Long March-10

(ioudlg bgsgdl ©la>g9.Mengzhou
o Olasdl o spasdls (Adlasiuddl LS,

.2030

tf.“ Llosd| dadlas 3 [RPES
u)b)." C.ob)a J.w.\.u d.Lv.u
LaSs cilonlll &y yoil|

e gosll deill Jglamld
sl daoys of o5l g
o3l ]y el ol
" g."2030 ale Sl
" agad! Ly

cvo Lilae Lagisl sl Ll

WWW.ARABAMERICANTODAY.NET

155 :3aall - yiic &tllill diwll - 0 2025 ya0g1 | 94



Arab American Today egdll @S,!}ail @l

FOR ADVERTISING IN .0 p2sliled clils JA Ligudji

. . every Tuesday from 9 am to 11 am
p*ﬂ‘*ﬁ:‘ e ALals « Tyyed s uelain ! s RdLEY « Dol Gﬂﬂ'“

THE ARABAMERICAN TOBAY | | lalua 11 dcludl i 9 acluddl (o

4

First Arab 4up0l pe e alao

American Magazine 4 Sloill 15y j.Dl e
| )

e polldile d2lus 2.
Yemen American Radio
allall Lle dawlgll cliylgs agall LSupadll Lapall Cigaa

WNZK 690 / 680 AM &haa wnlc
313-409-9541 Lisa Iglplgi @<iLillcy

( Text Message )

With Your Host
Abhdulnasser Mugalil

CALL NOW 313-409-9541,,Jc Jlnal
. WWW.ARABAMERIGANTODAY.NET

N,

assJl Ulpdll aelal
JJgj—ija J—a
HOLY QURAN RADIO
FROM DETROIT
eliwa 5:00 31 4:00 dclud Svo elayyl US

Every Wednesday from 4:00 to 5:00 p.m.
ON: WNZK radio 690/680 AM

( ] 2

95 ‘ November 2025 - Volume : 13 - Issue :155 WWW.ARABAMERICANTODAY.NET



World far off track to
meet climate goals: UN

he UN estimated that nations' carbon-cutting pledges
T imply a far-from-sufficient 10-percent emissions cut by

2035, cautioning that it was unable to provide a robust
global overview after most countries failed to submit their
plans on time. According to AFP.

before tense COP30 climate talks in Brazil, vulnerable small island
nations slammed an "alarming" lack of new climate pledges, es-
pecially from major polluters.

UN Climate Change was unable to include crucial targets an-
nounced by China and the European Union in its formal assess-
ment of national 2035 pledges because neither has officially
submitted detailed plans.

Instead, it incorporated these announcements in a rough cal-
culation alongside its report, showing the world is for the first
time setting heat-trapping emissions on a falling trajectory -- but
nowhere near fast enough.

UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres said
that slow action from
nations meant it was
"inevitable" that efforts
to limit temperature
rise to 1.5C would fail
in the short term, un-
leashing devastating im-
pacts during a period of
overshoot as countries
worked to pull tem-
peratures back down
again by the end of the
century.

The UN's Intergovern-
mental Panel on Cli-
mate Change has said
emissions must fall 60
percent by 2035, from
2019 levels, for a good
chance of limiting global
warming to 1.5C above
pre-industrial levels
-- the more ambitious
goal of the Paris climate
deal.

"The science is equally
clear that temperatures
absolutely can and must
be brought back down
to 1.5C as quickly as
possible after any temporary overshoot, by substantially step-
ping up the pace on all fronts," UN climate chief Simon Stiell
said in a statement.

The UN on said just 64 of the nearly 200 parties to the Paris
Agreement had submitted their NDCs by its end of September
cut-off date for the official annual report.

As a result, Stiell said the document "provides quite a limited
picture", compelling the UN to attempt a more general calculation
suggesting a 10 percent fall by 2035.

The estimate included the US submission made before the return
of Donald Trump as US president in January.

He has since announced he is pulling the United States out of the
Paris deal for a second time, called climate change a "hoax", and
has moved to curb scientific study and data collection.

The estimate also incorporated a pledge by China, the world's
biggest polluter, to reduce emissions by 7-10 percent by 2035,
its first absolute national target.

The European Union's "statement of intent" to cut emissions
between 66.25 percent and 72.5 percent by 2035 compared to
1990 levels was also taken into account.

It was announced in September as the 27-nation bloc grappled
with internal disagreements about its climate ambitions.

"We are still in the race, but to ensure a liveable planet for all
eight billion people today, we must urgently pick up the pace, at
COP30 and every year thereafter," Stiell said.
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11-year-old boy accidentally swallows $1,400 gold bean during ‘tongue exercise’

n 11-year-old boy in Kunshan, Jiangsu prov-
A ince, China, accidentally swallowed a 10-gram

gold bean valued at about $1400, drawing
widespread attention online.

According to the South China Morning Post, the inci-
dent occurred on October 22, shortly after the mother,
surnamed Ji, purchased the gold bean on October 17.
With gold prices rising this year, many Chinese consider
it a stable and valuable asset.

The boy told his mother while she was washing clothes:
“Mum, hurry up, | am going to die. | swallowed the
gold.”

He explained he had swallowed it while trying “to ex-
ercise the strength of his tongue.” Initially amused, Ji
soon became worried upon confirming the gold was
gone, she told Dawan News.

Five-day treasure hunt at home
Recalling a previous family incident where her niece

swallowed a coin, Ji hoped the gold would pass natu-
rally and chose not to visit a hospital immediately. She
issued a strict rule to her son: do not relieve yourself
outside, warning that his “poop is too expensive.”

For five days, Ji carefully monitored his bowel move-
ments twice daily, but the gold remained elusive.
Hospital visit and recovery

On October 26, five days later, Ji took her son to the
Fifth People’s Hospital in Kunshan. Doctors confirmed
a foreign object in his stomach, though fortunately, the
boy had no abdominal pain or vomiting. Later, the gold
bean was successfully retrieved, though it is unclear
whether it passed naturally or via a medical procedure.

Relieved, Ji shared a warning online: “Please make
sure to store your gold properly and never let naughty
children see it.”

Story goes viral on social media
The story quickly went viral, amassing over 500,000
views and sparking amusement across Chinese social
media. Many users laughed at the “too expensive
poop” anecdote, while others raised concerns over
the delayed medical attention:

“They should have gone to the hospital immediately.
Waiting five days? That is unbelievably careless.”

“That is one gold bean with a scent,” joked another.
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